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turb the Public Peace. The Diſſenters had not in 1790, nor have 
they now, any views hoſtile to the Hierarchy of the Church of 
England. Though they cannot in all points xeceive the docttines, 
or conform to the rites of the eſtabli , they wiſh. ro hve on 
terms of more than good neighbourhood, of Chriſtian benevolence 
aud charity with all its conſcientious Members. So far I have 
been reluctantly drawn from more pleaſing employments, to repel 
the virulent attack of an anonymous defamer. I felt it a duty to 
the Public, as well as to myſelf and to my immediate connections. 
With the reſt of his letter I have no concern, I deem it in all 


its below contempt. I am, c. 13 4 
NG 13 WILLIAM WOOD. 
Pa- Row, Laxps, Jan. 2976, 1801. | 1 
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* | Paper VI. | 
| BRADFORD, January 29h, 1801: 
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i | At a very numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the Merchants, 
't 0 I ial Stap/ers, Milk — Manufacturer, and others 
1 oj connefed with the Woollen Manufattures of the Town 
1 | and Neighbourhood of Bradford, in Yorkſbire, held this 
's f Dey at the Piece- Hall, purſuant to Public Advertiſement, 


| (Mr. BENJAMIN KAYE, in the Chair) 


| | I. wes reſolved, * a 1 
; 1. JD ROM the alarming and unprecedented decay of the trade 
I kl of this town and neighbourhood ; from the great and ra- 
y 4 | pid increaſe of our poor rates and of our taxes, from the lament. 
able cigcumftance of great numbers of the work people, who were 
lately engaged in our various branches of ManufaQure, being now 


14 
11 
1 ö totally deſtitute of employment ; and from the high price of every 
14 ſort of grain, and of other nec eſſaties of life, that this part of the 
| Kingdom is reduced 10 a fituation moſt ſeriouſly diftreſsful, aud 
4; i which impetiouſly calls for prompt and effectual relief. 82 
| if 2. That the War is the principal cauſe of theſe evils, 
17 3. That we ate convinced that an immediate Peace is the only 


lamities; that Peace can alone give aQivity to our ſtagnant com- 
merce, by opening to us thoſe Continental Marts from which 
we are excluded; that Peace can alone reſtore that confidence at 


j event which can eſſectually remove theſe general and increaſing ca- | 


A home and abroad, which is ſo eſſential. to the exiſtence and ad- 
! | vancement of our commercial proſperity, l | 
1 5 4 4 That impreſſed with a conviftion of theſe truths, we will 


1 humbly petition his Majeſty to make every poſſible exertion to re- 
| | ftore Peace to our ſuffering Country. | A 1 


(en) 


* \Rejolved'unawimenſly, oth, 0902 2623097 1 { Aa: be; 00 "etl 2 
 $thp That the Petition now read and ptopoſed ſhall be adopted 


by this Meeting. Y Kan ̃ 1 
N the King's Maſt Excellent Aden 
1 A. 447 (07 4 ; a 7 #*>1 84 
„Sire, * 


„en «8-19 PA * | 
E, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects , the Mer- 
chants, 3 Manufacturers, an 
others connected with the Wollen - ManufaRores of Bradford, in 
Yorkſhire, and its neighhourbgod, with hearts full of affection and 
loyalty to your Majefty's Perſon and Government, do humbly ap- 
proach-the Throue in the language: of ſupplicante, ſuffering ſevere 
diftreſs, and apprehenſive of every conceivable addition thereto, if 
your Msjeſty's wiſdom and benign 4 for the intereſt of your 
ou do not ĩntervene to relieve us from our deplorable eſtate. 

e do therefore humbly petition your Majeſty to exert your 
high preropative in reſtoring to us the bleſſings of Peas and in 
bringing to a ſpeedy period a War which now at leaſt threatens 
every calamity to our Counttys; and which, whatever was its cha- 
racter at its commencement, can from this moment be pregnant 
OO g tine F ">: 

t with the fulleſt confidence iu your Majeſty's wiſdom, we 
addreſs you only with that modeſty of ſupplicants, which declines 
the ſuggeſtion of any means, but with the full and undoubted con- 
viction that we ſpeak. the words of truth and wiſdom, 
And we farther beg leave moſt humbly to Tree to. your 
Majefty, that in our preſent. exhauſted ftate, deſerted by almoſt 
all our Allies, the of Europe confederating to our ruin or 
depreſſion, we ſee no probability of obtaining that ſucteſi which 
was not earned in our higheſt . and that no ſucceſs can 

i 


TY 


compenſate the Nation for the additional evilswhich/the proſecu- 
tion of the War muſt inevitably occaſion. | 
And we further humbly preſume to tepteſent to your Maj | | 


thoſe particular priev under which your Petitioni.ra:fuffer. 5. | 
_ "'Weare — with burdens which recfuce wealih'to medio- | | 
crity, mediocrity to poreriy; und which leave the poor man deſ | 
tirute':"0ut manufaQures are daily'deelining; great" numbers of | 
our artizans are without employment; our commertt'ls nearly ſuſ- 
pended, and almoſt every port in Burope ſhut to dur exports. 
Theſe evils, combined with an enormoully high price of grain, 
and all other neceſſaties of life, which, if continued, threatens 
ſamine and death, form indeed an awful groupe of ealamities 
which juſtify the LEY — — e bur 
Deepiy impreſſed with 2 ſenſe of theſe gener and increaf 
evils, and convinced that in whole, or in / they have been — 
reſult of this diſaſtrous War; that Peace may much brighten; if 
it cannot wholly reverſe this gloomy ſcene} bi that War muſt 
every day blacken it more and more, we have prefered to ap- 
proach your Majeſty's . with N humble Peti- 
but comprehenſi ve. That your — 
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u s of Peace. N 

ejolved nnanimenſſy. # 


6. That Willam Wilberforce, and t SP? H 
Laſcelles be requeſted to preſent 1 our FL to the King, | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 
7. That the thanks of this 3 be Pr to thoſe Te 
who convened it. ny 
RE ny gen wm 
8. That « to l 
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a oy 
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(is) 
6- That the loſs of our trade and the want of employment to 
the preſent extent, the heavy demands upon us for poor rates and 


taxes, and the high price of corn and other neceſſaries of life were 
unknown to this Country before the unfortunate War in which 


we are engaged. ü 
7. That the War is one great cauſe of theſe complicated di 
ſtreſſes, that if it be continued the deſtruction of out trade and | 
abſolute ruin of very great numbers of us appears inevitable, and 
that it is a duty we owe to our King, our Country, and our fa- 
milies hombly to lay our deplorable ſituation before his. Majeſty, 
and petition him to adopt ſuch meaſures as he in his wiſdom may 
ſee fit, for tho purpoſe of obtaining a ſpeedy: Peace. 
8. Reſolved by a very great majority, that the Petition now. 
uced, and. read by the Chairman, be adopted, and that Wil- 
iam Wilberforce, Eſq; and the Hon. Henry Laſcelles, our County 
Members, be requeſted to prefent the ſame to the King. | 
. 9+ That a Committee be appointed to carry theſe Reſolutions 
into effect, and that the Gentlemen who figned the Requiſition to 
the Conftable, be of the Committee with any other Gentlemen 
who are inclined to give their alliſtance. 


10. That the thanks of this Meeting —__ to the Chairman, 


for his able and impartial conduct in the 
: WILLIAM DAWSON, . Chairman. 


Paper VIII. 

2021 "PROTEST. 

IE,. the onder f gued Clergy, Land Owners, Merchants. 
VV Wool-Staplers, and Tradeſmen in Wakefield do openly pro- 
teſt againſt a Meeting held this Day in the Moot Hall, in conſe- 
quence of a Requiſition of certain Merchants, Wool-Staplers, Ma- 


nufacturers, and others concerned in the Woollen-Manufaftory 
becauſe we conceive that the ſaid Meeting was very unſeaſonably, 


partially, and prematurely called. Unſeaſonably with reſpe& to 


Day: partially, as excluding the Clergy, Land Owners, and 
General Commercial and Trading Intereſt of the Town; prema- 
turely, as being convened before the ſubſtance of his Majeſty's 
2 Speech to the Imperial Parliament (which was daily to 

"EX ) and their ſubſequent deliberations thereupon, could 


bly be known. 
» Crowder _ I. Shackleton 
L. A. Tottenbam _ J re 
J. M. Freeman, Clerk „Whitaker 
T. Rogers, Cle Jer, Naylor 
H. Peterſon Ar M. Bacon, D. D. | 
H. Andrews ' * : R. Munkhouſe, D. D. 
A. Peterſon f F. Maud * | 
W. Steer * D. Parkhill, Retired Captain R. 
D, Smallpage Invalide, and ſixty eight others 


E 3oth January, 1801. 
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Paper IX. 


| * RE9UISITION 
To William Wrightjon, Eſq; of Cuſwerth. 


Sir, 
W E whoſe names are ſubſcribed, you, in purſuance 
| of the power intrufted to you by the lait Mecting beld at 


York, for the purpoſe of conſidering a Requiſition there ſubmitted 
to their conſideration, to call another ing of Genil-men 
friendly to the object of that Requiſition, to conſider the propriety 
of applying to the High- Sheriff to aſſemble a General Meeting of 
the Frecholders of this County, in order that they may have an 
opportunity humbly to petition the 'Thone, on the preſent me- 
lancholy criſis of Public Affain. 


Henry Peirſe, Eq, W. Bailey, M. D. 

Hon, Tho. Monſon General J-hn Hale 
W. Milbanke, Eq. Gregory Elfley, Eſq». . 

S. Crowpton, Eſq. + J--hn Hutton, Eſq. 

M. Dodſworth, Eſq. G. Wyvill 

Simon Tho. Scroope;'Efq. Wareop Confett, Eſq. 

Thomas Meyneil, Efq. T. Wycliffe, Eſq. 

Anthony Hammond. Eſq. Francis Blackburne 

Paper X. 


Lerbe, February 14/h, 1801. 

7 E whoſe names are under written, concurring entixely in a 
defire for Peace with the Merchants and anufayrets 
who met at the Mixed Cloth-Hall in Leeds on the 33th Day of 
January laſt : but diſſenting from them in our ideas of the pro- 
priety of the meaſures then adopted, and-on which meaſures ſig- 


. natures to a Petition have been obtained in this town and neigh 


bourhood, deſire to make known our reaſons of our diſſent. 
Firſt, we conceive that the publiſhing our fears and dif 
to our enemies has a direct tendency to incite them to projong toy 
BD. 


War, or to demand ſuch terms of Peace as are inadmi 


Second, we cannot concur in an unqualified Petition for Peace 
(even ſuppoſing his Majeſty able to obtain it) becauſe the French 
in every change of their 2 Government, have hitherto 

repeared-ſoliciiations from his Majeſty, to ſtate on wha! 
terms they are willing to make Peace; a Petition therefore for ſac 
a Peace as our enemies may now be willing to make, may be to 
aſk for what would deſtroy our commerce arid enſlave our Country. 

"Third, we cannot conſitlently with truth, adopt any meaſures 
which appear io us to inſinuate that his Majefty is not diſpoſed to 
procure, as ſoon as poffible, a ſecure Peace, ſinee he not only has 
«tfercd y bat we cunceive to be equitable terms of accommodation, 

. but 


Cent in or near February, 180. 


( xi ) 


put has even conſented to a Naval Armiſtice, as a prelude to a 
General Peace, a circumſtance never before conceded, until a Ne- 
as had actually commenced, or Preliminaries of Peace had 
n fi ed. ® 4 
d We conſider the meaſures adopted at the Cloth- Hall 
to have been peculiarly ill- timed, when the Northern Powers are 


atterhpting, by a breach of the Law of Nations, and of their 


Treaties with this Kingdom, to deſtroy the great bulwark of our 
defence, (under Divine Providence) the ſuperiority of our Navy ; 
without which nejther our Commerce, nor our Independence as a 
Nation, can be preſerved. 5 


J. Bracke, Mr beter Haddon. 
Jobn Beckett Thomas Liegd 
2 Calverley W. Tooppln 

Vm. Cookſon John Lee 
R. R. Bramley Wm. Simpſos 
Ww. Hey, Wm. Gott, and 145 others 
Henry Hall . 

1 | 2 1 5 

I Paper XI. 


Amended Requiſition propoſed by the Editor to Wm. Wright- 
* Ee. — R. S. Milnes, Eſq. 1 


To the High-Sheriff of the County of Yark. 


Sir, | | 

E, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, requeſt you, at as carly a 
day as may be convenient, to al. General Meeting of 
the Freeholders of this County, in order that they may have an 
opportunity to petition the King for a Speedy Peace; and that 
his Majeſty would be ioully pleaſed to call to his counſels 
Statefmen who have uniformly manifeſted their deſire to preſerve 
or reſtore Peace with France, as the moſt likely means to procure 


a ſpeedy termination of this unfortanate War, on terms ſafe and 


equitable to Great-Britain, N 5 


Ses the King's declaration dated October 1797, after the unſucceſoſul 
Negociution for Peace at Liſle; and the official account of the Negociation 
for a Naval Armiſtice in Auguſt and September laſt, as laid before both 
Houſes of Parliament, Nov. 24 and 25. ( 


Paper 


1 
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1 


Sic, 


ors 


(xii ) 


Paper XII. 
Amended Requiſition, altered — the Editor, end approved by 


, 
_= 


To the 3 of the County of Fork. 


E, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, requeſt you, at as n 

be convenient, to call a General any 
the 14427 of this County, in order that they may have an 
apo — ition the King for a ſpeedy Peace, and that his. 

graciouſly ed to remove from his conriſels. 
Po ons in — the Fo Public cannot conſide, becauſe they are con · 
ſidered —— at this ſtormy criſis, to 
the — — and particularly from their — ſupported all the 
meaſutes unfortunately purſued by the late 
— unable to effect a Peace on ſafe and equitable 
terms, and thus ts reſcue the Country out of that calamitous 

to throw it. 


tuation into which · they contributed 


conduct the Affairs of 


n 
N 1 it 0 
| NUMBER v. l 
Containing the Eprrox's Correſpondence reſpea- 
_, ing. the Requiſition a 1 by the Meeting, 
al York on the ib of February, 1798; a 
btber Matters 2 fenen. to ih, . 


LETTER 1. 


Fom the Rev. C. Wrvirr to the Dore f 
- NottHUMBERLAND./' 


 Boxrox-HALL, Feb, 104, 1756. 7 


"ob Lord, 

BY the iredion of the Edited 4 at York, 
[ have the honour to inform. your Grace, 
that the Meeting on the 7th inſtant unani- 
mouſly reſolved to ſign the Requiſition, to 
appoint a Committee of 40 Gentlemen to pro- 
mote the object of it, and to publiſh the in- 
cloſed Paper, as the Addreſs of the Meeting 
to the Freeholders of Yorkſhire, We flatier 
ourſelyes that what has been done will meet 
your -ap robation, particularly that your 
Grace will approve the moderation of the Ad- 
dre , fe, views held forth in it. 
rſt-reſolution of the Committee was; 
that =, in theſe eventful times a change of ſen- 
timent in ſo many months may have happened 
to ſome of thoſe Gentlemen who ſigned the 
Requiſition in the ſummer, or for prudential 
reaſons they may not now wiſh to ſtand for. 
A ward 


"AS . - — _— Ty % 
— I Roo.oa 
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ward, every perſon who had ſigned the Requi- 
ſition, and was not preſent on the 5thinft. ſhould 
be informed that his name ſhould ve ſtruck 
off the Lilt, on ſignifying to me or the Com- 
mittee, that he wiſhed it withdrawn. We 
are very certain, that we may, and we do 


fully reiy 8k your Grate unaſtered Rn- 


timents arid continded WA et la edtn- 


plianes with the Gentrat Refolütion of the 
Committee, I Fequeſt your Grace to Favour 
me with your authority to annex your name 
to the Requiſition *. now, that it has been 
reſolved by the Meeting unanimouſly to ſign 
it, which implies, though it was not expreſsly 
declared that the Meeting of the County of 
York will be called. 

I beg leave to add, that we ere it 
es be very probable that a * — appointed 
by the Miniſter, When ſuch a Requiſition was 
Enown to be pending, may refuſe to comply 
with our requeſt, Ini that caſe, we ſhall be 
obliged, in compliance with the late Act for 
regulating e unauthorized by the 
Sheriff, ro advertife tte Meeting ourſelves in 


te manner preſcribed by that Law. And 


therefore I tequeſt, in caſe the Sheriff ſhould 
return 4 negative to the Requiſition, that we 


may have authority from your Grate to an- 
nex your name to the Advertiſetnent which 


will then be necefaty, 7/// 
I have the pleaſure to Inform your Grace 
chat the number of Gentlemen who had 
On the Editor's private application many months before, the 
cke of Northumberland, Earl Thanet, &c. had traiſtnitted to 
him, in the moſt handſome manner, their ſignature to this Requi- 


ſigned 


. 
faned the Requiſition was, on Friday laſt, 
138. It probably is much increaſed ſince 
that time 9. 81 5113-5 ö $973: 
Ia my Lord, s 

With great reſpect, l 
TLaur Grace's moſt obedient ſervant. 
15472 171 ö iin 2 
n ide; | 
From the Dux x of NORTHUMBERLAND tothe 
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Rev. C. Wrviir.. 
NonragusgexkANn | 
1 Feb. 10 2 


p 


e Wt Ts | 
1 Had the pleaſure of receiving your letter, 
1 incloſing the Addreſs of Mr. Wrightſog 
to the Freeholders of the County, by yeſter- 
day's poſt. I extremely approve of the mo- 
deration and firmneſs of that Addreſs. In : 
times of miſrepreſentation like the preſent, it be 
is impoſſible to he too clear and diſtin in ex- 
plaining one's intentions and views; and. I am 
happy to perceive that the Meeting at Vork 
have moſt explicitly declared, that it is by 1 
lawful and pacific means, and by thoſe means | 
„ Sch was the. hope entertained by the Meeting aſſembled | 
ae be Thite number ur, Weng tts Gentlemen, 
whole ſantiments of independence and zeal for.the true principles 
wry : many af them alſo — very cogſiderable 2 n 
ibait landed property. zcal _ ⏑⏑ .= = a. 
„5 

res on x | 
ten. Nut it was ſoon found that t yo 
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(4) 
alone, that they aim at obtaining a change of 
men and meaſures, not only beneficial, but 
now become neceſſary for the ſalvation of the 
Country. In ſuch a purſuit; by ſuch means, 
I am, moſt willing to co-operate with them, 
hoping by ſuch a method to preſerve the Mo- 
narchy, and bring back the Conſtitution to 
that moſt enlightened and admirable ſyſtem 
which was eſtabliſned at the Revotutton. Ani- 
mated with this wiſh, I have not the leaſt ob- 
jection to unite with my Brother Freeholders 
in applying to the Sheriff for a County Meet 
ing, and, if he ſhould refuſe it, in having my 
name ſubſcribed to the Advertiſement, as one 
of the perſons calling the Meeting, agreeable 
to the Law as it now ſtands. I truſt, however, 
if the application to the Sheriff is figned by a 
ſufficient number of reſpectable names, that 
he will not refuſe to call the Meeting him- 
ſelf *. EOS | 
I have the pleaſure to be, 
With great regard, 
Sir, your moſt obedient ſeryant, 
NORTHUMBELAND, 


The Editor's beſt thanks are due, and he offers them with 
teful reſpect to the Duke of Northumberland, for his permiſ- 

on to publiſh this letter. It breathes the true ſpirit of patriotiſm, 
free, generous, and determined, but guided by reaſoh, modera- 


tion, and prudence; firm to ſupport the principle of the Conſti- 


tution, by all legal means of exertion, but cautious to explain, 
diſtinctly, that to employ thoſe means alone he ſtood pledged to 
his Country. The Anceftors of this virtuous Nobleman, when 
united with other Great Barons, and with the Freeholders 'at- 
tached to Saxon Liberty, ſucceſsfully reſiſted the tyranny of the 
Norman Kings. The Howards and Percys of this age ftill ma« 


nifeſt the juſt and manly ſpirit of their Forefathers; and thou 


the preſent is a bloodleſs ſtruggle to ſubdue Corruption by | 
everance of a virtuous Oppoſition, it is not leſs difficult and 

dyous than the conflict with Prerogative in paſt ages ; and — 

hes ent ; | | p 


(5) 
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LETTER III. Did 
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From Ea8% THANET tothe Rev. C. Wyviils, 
( LE en SHARE. VI OP CORP 


1, Boraritiy, Feb. 18th, 1798. 
ö A = 4+ "244 9 


„Sr, a vid wn | Ty 121 
1 AM very, happy to ſee, the intention of. 
calling a Meeting of the Freeholders of 
Yorkſhire is not to be abandoned, for I am 
induced to think that would not be the-caſe: 
if the ſentimegts of the County at large were 
as unfayourable to our ſentiments as they have 
been very generally repreſented.” The Com- 
mittee are perfeftly. at liberty to annex my 
name to the Requiſition to the Sheriff, or, in 
caſe of his refuſal, in the mode preſcribed by 
the late Act. I ſhall not be wanting, upon 
any occaſion, to do my utmoſt to promote the 


2 - 


, 


objects they have iu view. | iq 
And 1 am, Sir, e 
Your. molt obedient ſervanttt. 

win Era ___THANET:: 


In caſe this ſhould be longer in coming to 
hand than it ſhould be, I think it right to ſay 
g . N | jo 5. N ' . „eint 
ther crowned with ſucceſs, or baffled by the arts of their oppe- 
nents, the Noble Patriots of this age deſerve, and will receive 
from the gratitude of the Public, an equal ſhare of their eſteem. 
It ought not to be forgotten, that on the late alarm of Invaſion 
by the Military Uſurper of France, the Duke of Northumberland 
advanced among the foremoſt in zeal for the defence of the 
Country, The Ferey Tenantry, in number 1482 men, ate come 

| by his eldck 


A 3 that 


* 


Ke} 
that having accidentally burnt your letter in 
which your direction was, I have incloſed it 
to a friend of mine likely to know your ad- 
dreſs, or to find it out by enquiry. 
4 An anſwer addreſſed, without apparent offence to a Judge iy 
| Court, on a ſudden emergency, and imperfectly heard by a wit- 


} neſs, bad nearly coſt this Noble Earl his right hand : at leaſt ſuch 
rigour was threatened; and on the ground of an obſolete yin 


— 


; tao barbarous to have been executed for ages, the momentary. in- 
| diſcretion alluded to, which produced no ill cffe& whatever, an 
with candour could not be thought to indicate any ill defign, 
might have been puniſhed with this odious erncity. © At the time 
when Earl Thanet was thus threatened, the infatuation of the 
Public was extreme, and Loyalty, wild with panle feats, Win 
| ready to ſupport Govetuthent in every ſttetch of power, in every. 
f act of rigout againſt the Advocates of Liberty. Had the menaced 
execution taken place, inſtead of being ſhocked at a barbarity To 
( larlg unheard 6f in this Coontry, nibh, probbly, would hate 
| wyjoicrd at 5 But fortunately for the intoreſis of peace and hu- 
l manity, the Minjſters thought fit to ſheath the ſword of Vengeance, 
| and the ſavage palſfions bf their adherents remaihed ungfütißed. 


After he * — _ — _ after he bad 4 with 
becoming fortitude impriſonment to which: 
ſentenced, the Kale Loi en bis enlargement ** no ur 
of paſſion, no ſymptom of a inind either thirſting 'for ven 
| or yielding to intimidation. Wich firmneſs, but wath temper an 
. moderation, he perſevered in his oppoſition to the pernicious ſyſ- 
| tem of the Ceart; and when ſome private Perſom in Yorkſhire 
ereus 25 mble that County, and animate their Fellow 
Citizens, by legal means, to reſiſt the dangerous aggrandizement 
f the Crown, and haſten the return of Peace, he frankly con- 
. Eurred in their meaſures, and gave them his ſupport with the eou- 
inge af conſcious integrity. In Kent alſo be gd with the ſame 
| manly zeal for fimilar purpoſes ; and at Meetings of the County, 
| werited and obtained the general eſteem by his judicious conduct. 
| and by his forcible, though unpract iced eloquence.— I be candid 
j man will neither deny, nor attempt to juſtify the indiſcretivn of 
f a moment; but be will Tay with the Editor, that it has deen 
atoned for, by a ſeties of publi- ſplrited and prudent con- 
| duct, which intitles Karl Thanet to the fincere eſterm of 'evety 
| | Fend to Conſſitutional Liberty. 77. — 


„ Under all theſe circumſtances, it was the*Editor's with, and 
if his Lodſhip's conſent were obtained,” It was bis my prothce 
He teturns Earl Thanet his thanks for the confent he 2579 ith 
in the moſt obliging manner; and gladly ,ava Hiace of this 
6 apportunity to expreſs his gratitude and teſpet, * 


which he conceives to he unexception 


(21 


LITER IV, 


Fm Sig. Rage u INE be RE] 
D \ VILE | 


SEAHAN, Feb, 18s, 1798, 
% Dear SG (n 0678 hho Za 25 rok J 
HAD the pbeaſure of brew 
the |gth inſt with che Adios Nene 
Freeholders of Vorkſtüre, und dhe pther pri 
vate Papers, which Tthink extremely proper 
Iwill therefore trouble you' to add my hatte 
to che liſt of Requiſitors, and if I am able v6 
procure the names of any friends, you may 
depend upon — from me. Phe only 
doubs I have in roy mind Ic reſpeRing the p 
priety of chookiig the preſent time, when 
there ſeems to be a general inclination in the 
Nation (if e m 1 e —— ShMviee 
tions and Addreſſes) 100 perſevere in 
ing the War, neither has the — yet felt, as 
it will do, the load of the late additional taxes. 
iNeverthelaſs Hit is your opinion, and the op- 
nion of 'thoſe reſpectable Gentlemen who met 
at York, that it is beſt to chobſe the 2 
moment to andesvour t ſtop the 
meaſures now carrying on by the Miniſtry, I 
am ready to give ei 7 anden my power. 
: $0, Dear Bir, 
ver Four” 8, very 12 


RALPH MILBANEE. 
$8. LETTER 


68) 
LETTER V. 
From Sir Lroxxr CoeLey, Bart. to the Rev, 
O. WrviII. 

Sir, 

SINCERELY hope that my abſence from 

Town will not preclude me the honour 
A name annexed to the Requiſitiok 
for calling the Meeting toꝭ cake into conſides 
ration meaſures of ſuch great conſequence at 
this important criſis. If ever I was a friend 
to the object propoſed by the Friends of the 
Meeting, the experience of every day mu} 
tend to confirm me in my opinion; and I have 
taken the earlieſt opportunity of aſſuring you 
of it, and of thanking you for the communi» 

cCations you have been ſo good as to make me: 

When I laſt ſaw Sir William Milner, I took 
the liberty of requeſting him to take cart 
that my name ſhould not be left out, in caſe 
the Gentlemen who were to meet at York 
on the 7th of February ſhould: be of —_ 
that it might be attended with a arch 911 


T have the honour to be,. F 18 
„unte __ teen, r ttt 
Ir ON Ses AN 
Vour yery . 9 62 
and humble ſervant, * 
| IL. COPLEY, 
ST, Jaws! 5 ee, — . SE 
Feb. 21fh, 1798. | 
3 8 LETTER 
3 deſerves to be efleemed as a firm and de-- 


termined friend to Liberty in the moſt dangerous times. I be 
Iditor therefore wiſhed to preſerve this memorial of his zeal to 


ſupport 


ig bus m qq voy n bowed 
adililio p27 2 N R VI. 179007 C1318 *r ref 
90,01 $101 fo v iy « yon 1 
From the Rev. C. Wryibt t the Dore of 


N EDS . 2 ern 
Iv — 


* 
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 Buxron-HALL, "COA "Ferkfre, 


MAES == 


Grage's. 3 =” Addref to the 
Freetiolders'of Yorkfhire, which was \inani- 
mouſly paſſed at 4 Meeting of nearly four- 
ſcare. Gentlemen at Vork, on the 7th of this 
month; and alſo a copy of the: Raquiſition 
which Was ſigned that day, and! which 
on che th of February a g8inamesdubſcribed 
2 t, A. Committee, af. 40 Gentlemen, was 
to promote. the object of the Nequi- 
mon 5. a6d in compliatice Wah their wild, 1 

-4:eaxly. opportunity, after my return 
home; 55 communicate theſe Papers to your 
40e. If the temper, and moderate views 
hi Tek and the BER have ſhown im their” Ad. 

and to which. they ate determined in- 
An to adhere, are fortunate enough to 
meet Your Grace's Appedbaddr, ey, Hops, i 
Anden the e el Yorkſhire at this'rime, — — 
the Freebolders to a juſt and legal 0 tion, and to fay- before 
the Legiſlature theit general d ation With the miſcon- 
dact of Miniſters. His acknowledgment are due to Sir L. Cop 


ley; for his frank compliance with the en a 
en with fincere ape. | 


— A &nilar[letter was addrefſed 1600 nge 
Lord G/ Ca- 


No anſwer was received from the Dung of 1 


4 


Yo! 8 Py N (2 & er 131 1 ln 4 1 


* 
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be favoured with your ſupport, and particu- 
_ larly with your ſignaturę vo the Requiſition®, 
I have the honour to be 
z Yeuy\Orage's V.. 4 nth 
moſt obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


1 „ 408 0101 LETTER 4) 17 / 14 
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l n s the Ren c. 

N Vd oer 5 8 1 
411 0 1 ne, Marc f e, 

© My Deardir. 7 GE 12 '& Ol! > WE * $1FFIOLTT 

—.—. of engagements, and a wiſh 

not to fir down tO wree to vo untill 


Aer ihis Jerter/to tte Duke bf Tecde, — the e 
De ner ne . 


ene, | Spt'@ Byt Ace arr ek 24 7 al 
anediately — __ 11 Gy — mage eye x 
701 K 
Peay age N wae & 405% 4 8 of 1285 1 


lies oppoſtion not lels- furioud or hes 1 
e e ge 
ch the Pts) found e ee 

of Peace and Reſom io that tn — u nbſdbhi iy w- 


Fa ee. I d a f, 


— which follow this letter to 1. Duke of Leeds, ſoon 
<0avinced the Editor that nothing better could be ex — 
dhe Counties of Durham and Noxthumberiand , mor even 
Middleſex and the Metropolis: The aus: of che Miniſter, who 
Hiully availed himyelf ot every eegurrence to —— 

gain were completely daiceaſelyl ; Reformers 2 
2gain efamed and ates by the N 
; — of the Miniftry, in terms too groſs for — 

and abuſe were halie ved by 8: pg — 

91 the 100 Panty Vablc: and 4hus 2 abe 
even taught to deteſt the name of Liberty, Patriotiſm ſhocagye 
ious to them, 2 Reform a bye- word, ſynonimous to Revo- 


* 


Was 


(/ 14, ) 


was, PrAatyy much at, deifure, have made me 
very long delay thanking you for your com- 
munieations on the ſubject of your Meeting 

at Yorks I had indeed a farther reaſon, and 
that was a hape of being able to have accom - 
panied my letter with a Copy of two Agri- 
cultural Eſſays of mine, which are now pub - 
liſuing by the Phileſaphical Society of Newa 
caſtle, and which ought to have been ready 
a month ago. Some corrections are however 
neceſſary, from the Preſs not having been cor- 
rected : It has alſo heen ſuggeſted that an ex · 
planation of ſome Chymical terms would con · 
tribute 46 malang them more uſeful, When 
theſe.arg completed L ſhall; receive a, 7525 


and: will requeſt your acceptance gf 


far yaurſalh, and far 404: Agrieatoral. Friend 
off youre 70 au 63 21 + 3913993't = 1% 
: Your Deseſn st chend ting was gr eater 


chan I mult oπu I pxpeRed ;-the idea 15 ſup · 
porting Government in every meaſure, at a 
period of chrgatened Invaſion, is very general 
here, and I am afraid every where; and the 
commercial people will naturally be; itritated 
and alarmed at the enemy's, deciarations 
againſt che trade of Great Britain. From 
theſe two canſes a great acceſſion to the Mi- 
niſterial Party might be looked for; and your 
Meeting being ſo numerous and reſpectable 
is a proof, under theſe circumſtances, of very 
| out |Heprobation of the Migifter's mea- 
undes 

be declenstion is well Se to main- 
1a ant increaſe your e atleaſt it 
* been  aniverſally approved of 1 the 


"> 
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Friends to our' cauſe here, as equally tempe- 
rate and firm. I wiſh the other Northern 
Counties may be able to ſupport you; but I 
think thiey are not well diſpoſed at preſent. 
We are certainly not ſtronger than in 1793, 
perhaps Tels ſo; indeed men return fo flowly 
to their ſenſes, that it ſeems barely ble 
that we ſhould eſcape from National Bank- 
ruptcy and ruin. By the laſt return of the 
Revenue laid before Parliament, it appears 
that there! is à deficiency in the taxes laid on 
ſince 1793 of full two millions, and there is 
probably a further deficieney'tn the old taxes. 
The Newspapers erroneouſly ſtate the falling 
off in the taxes laid on this War at rather 
more than 5,000;p004 but this is for want of 
confiering that there has not been a Whole 
year's + hs of the taxes of 1797 By 
muftiplying the produce of theſe taxes for 
the laſt Gehl: ending Jan. '5th, 1798, by 
four, the exact deficit of this year's taxes is 

2,043,832. When we add to this the furn ſtill 
wanting for tlie ſupplies of the year, the 
Arrears in every 2 — and the ex- 


11 


5 Does theſe Seele you wilt rea- 

dily believe that J do not recover from my 
old deſpondence; but what 1 now more 
eſpecially dread is, that the alarm of Invaſion, 
and the inability of Miniſters to raiſe money 
by the uſual way, will afford them a pretext 
of ſeizing by a bold Requiſition on the pro- 
perty of the Kingdom, and perhaps of ac- 
quiring 


( 13) 


quiring means ſufficiently extenſive to eſta- 
bliſh a Government purely military.— A. B. 
writes to our friend at Benton that he has 


heard, from a reſpectable authority, that the 
Cabinet have it at preſent in contemplation to 


repeat the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, 
to arreſt all ſuſpected perſons (a comprehen- 
ſive term) and to proclaim Military Law. 
We have ſeen ſo much that a man muſt” be 
bold to treat theſe things as impoſſible. What 
is worſe, a large part of the Nation would 
receive them with approbatioůn. 
Mr. Swinburne, late Commiſſioner for 
our priſoners in France, ſays; tliat the far- 
mers and peaſants! have profited: greatly by 
the Revolution; that they have ; almoſt all 
ſaved money, and are. better. clad, fed, and 
lodged than before it. He adds that the manu- 
factories of cloth at Verviers, Liege, &c. are 
in great activity; that coarſe cloths are there- 
fore plentiful, but fine ones ſcarce and dear. 
This intelligence I confider as of great im- 
portance at this period, as it ſhews that the 
Directory have not prohibited Engliſh goods 
without. there being ſubltitutes for them. 
Believe me, my dear Sir, with beſt wiſhes 
to you and your's, Wy 1 | 

Your ſincere friend. f 
Soon after the date of this Jetier, the Miniſter addrefied (in 
Parliament) nearly the following declaration to his Count 
« If the meaſutes which L have already taken, and thoſe which I 
am now projecting ſhall be found inadequate, I moſt ſolemny pro- 
miſe that ſtronger fortifications ſhall from time to time be created 
around the Executive Government.“ After the Preſs had been 


ſhackled, and the Right of Free Petition had been reftrained, after 
the new Treaſon law hid been enacted, and the a" 


* 
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From Tz0MAs Bic, Eſq; 10 the Rev. C. 

| Wy vb. IJ 
mY Briton, Thurſday, March 8th, 1768. 
My Dear Sir, 157-0 „ c, il 
UR Friends in Town had another Meet. 
ing with their Middleſex Friends laſt Sa- 
turday, and have adjourned till the '2oth of 
April. It appears that the ſpirit of the South 
is moſt deplorably bad, and thoſe who bought 
to be acquainted with it have Httle hepes of 
any favourable change. In ſhort, alarm and 
infatuation are likely to be again carried to 
a great height, and very ſtrong meaſures are 
expected to be taken by Government. The 
ſtrange conduct“ of O'Connor is an event 
75 SE: , Which 
been ſuſpended, what did be wean by more fortifying 
the Govetnment? Common ſenſe anſwers he *. 
the introduction of martial law t and the probable nee of 
that muſt have been a Military Collection of Taxcs, , ed 
luſt of Power! How doſt thou,fteel the heart of Man! How d 
thou inure bim to ſtifle pity and remorſe! to ſeorn the mermurs 
und brave the hatred of his Countrymen | and at laſt, with a mind 
ſternly reſolute, to contemplate a Military Deſpotiſm, 2 
and enſlaving his Country, as the completion of his plan, 
the neceſſary prop of bis authority! 

The corjjefure of the Editor's ſagacious Correſpondent was 
ſoon —— experience. 8 was taken — ſuſ- 
picion and alarm from the teſtimony, uſly given by ſome 

incipal Friends of CY in exculpation of Mr. O'Connor, 'a» 
2 25 their knowledge of his contlutt and character extended. 
Their intercourſe wich him in London had been neither frequent 
nor confidential; but it had been fufficient to impreſs them with 
a favourable opinion of his principles, as well as of his talents, and 


they felt themſelves bound to acknowledge it in a Court of Juſ- 
tice. Circumftances thus light and inconchifive were _ 


(tz) 
' which will in this view prove eminently ſer- 
viceable to the Miniftty I ſhould be moſt | 
happy to learn the ſucceſsful pragreſs of your 
Committee in obtaining, ſignatufes to" the 
intended Requiſition. Report ſays that the 
Duke of Northumberland has joined you, 
- which I hope to be true. I know he enter- 
tains the higheſt reſpe& for. you perſqnally 

and I think he will not be backwatd wien 
ever he meets with a teſpectable Body of Gen- 
tlemen to unite with. With every e 

wiſh for your happineſs in privare, and your 
LOO Does. TT TN 
I remain, Dear Sir, 


, 1 4 
4 *# % 1141 # 7 
* - k * 
Your's moſt tru Tracy. © 
L - : — 
% a © * . * 
FIC. . * 
* 1 1 1 


and with edgeriiefs beld out by the AdHerents of the Meritt 
as proofs of titelt criminal cotrmeRtion with the Revolationifty 
of Ireland; and on no ſtronger grounds than theſe the enormous 
guilt of conſpiring the diſmemberment of Ireland and the vufn 
of Britain was imputed to ſome of tic beſt and wiſeſt Purricts of 
our Country. But Time, the Revealer of truth, and the Friend 
of injuted virtue, has rendered the juſtification of their con» 
GENIE Mr. O' Contiot wholly fupetfluons, Lori Gres- 
ville and Lord Spencer, Ms. Windtiam and Mr, Pit bimfelf may 
now be cited as their compurgators. The union of the three Ex- 
diele with the perfors Muded to, and their aloption of thei 
political views teſpecting Ireland and foreign/politics, cotugfctely 
demonſtrate the falſchood and the ſutilit * the former imputa- 
tions; and doubtleſs Mr. Pitt muſt have diſowned and -abundowed 
the moſt remote ſuſpicion of their guilt, when he recommentied 
Mr. r friends, on the late 8 reſignation of 
Mr. Addington, &c. as fit perfons to ſhate of Hin 
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| Donna, Merch mY ings 
My Dear S, 2 x 
1 AM much flattered: by your ape bbatiöd 
of my Eſſays; had they been intended for 
the public eye, I ſhould have thrown them 
ny, a ſomewhat different form, and have 
ſought more frequently for illuſtrations from 
the familiar operations of huſbandry ; but the 
ſame facts which would have weighed with 
practical huſbandmen, would have been over- 
looked by men to whom the operations of 
huſbandry were wholly unknown. From 
this eircumſtance they are ill adapted to the 
bulk of Agricultural Readers, 
. TI agree with you altogether, Sir, on the 
advantages which may be derived from your 
Yorkſhire Aſſociation, ſhould the Nation open 
its eyes to its real ſituation, and to the only 
means of bettering it. Many opportunities 
of doing good have been loſt for want of be · 
ing prepared to take advantage of them, 
This cannot now be the caſe with you. Vou 
are numerous and reſpectable; and being 
already embodied, and your ſentiments be- 
ing known to each other, you can act with 
4 promptitude and unanimity which, under 
other circumſtances, would be unattainable. 
It is true, indeed, that the diſpoſition of the 
public mind will Oy not afford you 'an 


opportunity 


"From J R. *; ENWICK, Ela; to the Rev. 6 | 
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17 
opportunity of coming forward; but were 
this almoſt certain, ſtill I think your proceed- 


ings would be juſtified in whatever point of 


4 


view they were conſidered. As to your boxing 
been [deceived in the expectations you ha 

formed, it is not to be wondered at; a man 
muſt have entertained a very mean opinion 


of the Engliſh People to foreſee the line of 


conduct they have purſued; beſides the ſeries 

of events which have enabled the Miniſter to 
retain the ſupport of the commercial and 
landed intereſt, while he is purſuing mea- 
Tares that muſt ultimately prove fatal to both, 
are ſo much aut of the ordinary ,courſe of 
 things'that no man eoold calculate for them. 
While therefore I feel. à ſtrong conviction 
that all our attempts to procure Peace, to 
"ward off National Bankruptcy, and to ſave the 


remains of our Conſtitution will be fruitleſs, 


I fan view. with gelpeck and gratitude the ex- 
-ertions- of ybur friends, and would: certainly 


* Joh in ay ſimilat undertaking here, were it 


tobe judged adviſable. The want of hope, 
however, naturally renders a man's exertions 
leſs regular and leſs vigorous, and I am ſen- 
ſible that, when left to myſelf, I withdraw al- 
moſt entirely my attention from political mat- 
ters to fix it where it may afford more ſatiſ- 
faction at leaſt, if not more advantage. I 
dare nevertheleſs aſſure you, that as far as I 
can aid the honourable cauſe we have engaged 
in, you will not find me wanting; aud in the 
mean-time, ſhould I poſſeſs ſufficient leiſure, 
our friend at Benton will receive all the aſſiſt- 
| B ance 


A 
A 


(18) 
ance I can give him in his plan of public in- 
ſtruction“. With a view even to political 
conſiderations, without taking into account 
the important object of morality, I think we 
cannot better promote the general good than 
by following up that plan with vigour. 

Mrs. Fenwick joins in beſt wiſhes to Mrs. 
 Wyrvill, yourſelf, and little ones. Adieu. 
Your's ſincerely, 


J. R. FENWICK. 


* Mr. Bigge had juſt then eng in the taſk of edifing a 
monthly publication, intitled the onomift, which was carried 
on for two'years with the zeal of honeſt and enlightened Patrio- 
tiſm, under every diſadvantage and every ſpecies of boſility which 
Miniſters could oppoſe to e its eitcolation, except that 
of legal proſecution. The Bookſellers were intimidated by the 
menaces of the Minifter's adherents in London and in the Coun- 
try: many of them refuſed to continue the ſale of the Oeconomiſt; 
the ſupply was interrupted, and the demand was leſſened: at laſt 
the number of copies fold, which had been about 10,000, was 
thus reduced io aot more than 700 in each month, my 

It contained many excellent Papers on Agricultural ſubjects, 
as well as on the more intereſting topics of Morality and Poli- 
tics; and it was occaſionally enlivened by Papers of Wit and 
Humour. Of theſe, ſome of the beſt were furniſhed by, the 
worthy Editor, and others by his Coadjutors in Northumber- 
land and Durham; and one diſtinguiſhed perſon in the South 
of England tranſmitted a few pieces of great importance. 

The reſt were of inferior value, and came from other Cor 
ſpondents; but their admiſſion was a!moſt nnavoidable, from 
Editor's natural complatſance to his friends ; and as the miſcellany 
drew near its concluſion, from his wearineſs and deſpondence, the 
effect of the over-bcaring oppoſition of his 232 and the 
wretched infatuation of the Public, 1 7 
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 LETTERX.. | 
From J. R. Fenwick, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 


Wyvi1LL. 


| Dunn Au, April gib, 1798. 
My Dear Sir, 0 
A You were fo friendly as to expreſs 


your fears that the exerciſe of my pro- 


feſſion would expoſe me to a recurrence of 
my late complaint, I cannot refrain from in- 
forming you that I have come to a reſolution 
of declining it. I wiſh this determination to 
be kept ſecret for the preſent, as there are cir- 
cumſtances which oblige me to defer for ſome 
time the ſtep I have reſolved to take; early in 
the ſummer however [ ſhall carry it into ex- 
ecution; and as my preſent ſtate of health 
fully authorizes me to refuſe night atten- 

dance, or to expoſe myſelf to cold or great 
fatigue, I truſt there is no ground for appre- 
henſion that 1 ſhall ſuffer in the mean-time. 
My. future plans are yet uncertain ; but my 
chief object will be quiet and retirement; and 
it is my good fortune ta find in Mrs, Fenwick 
a perfect accordance with my wiſhes in this 
reſpet. The difficulty is at preſent to find 
a ſituation in which quiet can be enjoyed. 

It gave me great pleaſure to find from 
Lady Milbanke* that you enjoy ſuch good 
health; ſhe told me that ſhe never ſaw you 
looking better; your family 1 hope are equally 
welt, and that domeſtic enjoyments compen- 
fate for the anxiety which public affairs muſt 
give you. | | | 
B 2 WELD (oo 
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You will ſee by the Papers that they are at 
length making their approaches againſt the 
laſt bulwark of Britiſh Freedom, the Liberty 
of the Preſs; affecting, as uſual, the greateſt 
veneration and tenderneſs for that which they 
have determined to deſtroy, Laudandum 
et tollendum has long been their maxim in 
every thing that regards the fonndation of the 
Conſtitution, Such meaſures muſt greatly 


_ Increaſe the violence of Party, and make us 


more than ever a divided People. The fap- 
porters of Miniſtry here, and more eſpecially 
the military, do not' conceal their conviction 
that, the Friends of Parliamentary Reform 


wiſh well to the deſign of the enemy to invade 


and ſubdue us; nor dothey much diſguiſe their 
hopes that gfectual meaſures will be taken to de- 
prive us of the poxwer of injuring our Country. 
Theſe are the words of a Reverend Sup- 
porter of war and corruption. In ſuch a 
temper men will not hear the voice of reaſon z 
we muſt for a time be ſilent, and contemplate 
with all the fortitude we can the important 
events which are paſſing before us. InaQi- 
vity cannot in theſe circumſtances be a crime; 
if we do not ceaſe to act, the minds of our 
opponents will not cool; and, while paſſion 
and force are appealed to, our object is unat- 
tainable . I know that ſuch an acquieſcence, 
| | though 
The principal motive which induced the Editor to prepare 
this Colle:tion of Letters for publication was the wiſh to jullify 
the Friends of Conflitutional Reform by producing the teſtimony 
of their private and confidential Correſpondence to ſuch an extent 
of time, and from ſo many different writers as to afford a fair | 
ſpecimen of the temper and views of the whole Body of Refor- 


mers. An | thus he hoped by reſutiog various calumnies and rec- 
EA tifying. 


(er) 

though only an apparent acquieſcence on our 
part, may be applied to had purpoſes by our 
adverſaries; I feel alſo that it requires a great 
@mmand over ourſelves to adopt it; but I am 
convinced that it will be ultimately found the 
moſt uſeful line of conduct; indeed that it is 
the only one that will not be productive of 
miſchief. We muſt in the meamtime conſole 
ourſelves with the conſciouſneſs of the purity 


tiſying many prejudices which had been artfully excited againſt 
them = their political principles, to open a proſpect of ſucceſs 
at ſome more favourable juncture. A ſubordinate purpoſe, and 
yet one of no ſmall importance, was, that by this Publication 
ſufficient proofs might be preſerved, that as the General Body of 
Men friendly to Political eformation had conſtantly adhered to 
the principles of moderate Reform laidgdown by Mr. Pitt; fo 
when his too powerful oppoſition had defeated the virtuous at- 
tempt in 1793, 4. to correct the abuſes which that Miniſter 
himſelf had reprobated and endeavoured to remove, when mea- 
© ſures ſubvegſihe of Liberty and deſtructive of the remaining Rights 
of 'the le were afterwards purſued by him and his ee, 
that the Body of Reformers, with their Patriotic Leaders in 
N * Patliament? exerted their utmoſt faculties to defeat thoſe perni- 
| cious meaſures, and left no legal means untried to defend the Con- 
ſtĩtuti on in its impaired tate, ſince the concurrence of public opi- 
nion did not enable them to improve it. And of this abundant 
proof has ſurely been afforded by the letters of his Correſpondents 
in this and the preceding Numbers. 

From the | reaſoning of his excellent friend, Dr. Fen- 
wick, in the letter before the geadet, the Editor conceives that no | 
one will diſſent; and under its intended application to the con- 7 
duct gf thoſe perſons wlio about this time ſeceded from Parliament, 
and of thoſe who forbore to call Public Meetings of the Free- 
holders, &c. with a view to oppoſe the innovations of the Mini- 

ſter, that reaſoning is ſufficiently ſupported by facts: From the 
letters cogtained in this Number, and from ſome of thoſe con- 
tained in the preceding Volume, it is evident that the power of 
the Government was ſtrongly ſupported by the wild infatuation | 
| of a great part of the Public, and that a continuance of adire 
 oppolition within Parliament and without it, at this juncture, 
; | would have been unſerviceable, perhaps fatal to tho cauſe of vir- 
tuous Reform, and conſequently, that their inaRtivity at this pe- 
riod of unprecedented difficulty and danger does not expoſe the 
Friends of Liberty to any juſt reproach, ax having filed in tbeit 
duty to-the Community. 
10 ; | B 3 ö of 
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of our intentions, and with the remembrance 
that we have never ſanctioned the meaſures 
which have reduced us to our preſent almoſt 
hopeleſs ſituation. In the words of the Rd. b 
man Moraliſt, 


« Hic murus aheneus eſto 
Nil conſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere culpa.“ 


Mr. Bigge and myfelf have ſome hopes 
of being able to ſpend a day with you in the 
courſe of next month, ſhould you be at * 
then, and diſengaged. | 

Mrs. Fenwick joins in beſt wiſhes to your 
ſelf and family. 


Believe me very 2 your's, 
X J. R * ENWICK. 


— | 
rr 4. og 


From J. R. Fenwick, Eſq; to the Rev, 8 
WrviLL, a 


Du auau, April zotb, 1798, 

My Dear Sir, a 
* gave both Mrs. Fenwick and me great 
pleaſure to hear of the fortnnate birth of 
your daughter, and we ſincerely join in wiſh- 
ing Mrs. Wyvill a ſpeedy recovery, and many 
years of happineſs to the little ſtranger. I 
truſt Mrs. Fenwick and 1 will have it in our 


* 


power to pay our reſpects at Burton towards 


the end of next month, though the ſtate of 
the Country adds greatly to the uncertainty 


with which all human proſpects are always at- 
tended. Miniſters, it — have received, 
| or 


| (23) | 
or-pretend to have received advice that the 
enemy propoſe to make an attempt in the 
neighbourhood of the Coal Works; and this 
very day an Army Commiſſary who lives here 
has had orders to repair to head quarters im- 
mediately, in conſequence.of intelligence that 
the enemy's troops are actually embarking. 
Under theſe circumſtances we have thought 
it our duty in this town to offer our ſervices 
in caſe of Invaſion; but as we reſtri& the 
offer to actual Invaſion without including ® or - 
imminent danger thereof” 1 have ſome doubts 
whether our tender will be accepted *. If it 
ſhould, and the enemy ſhquld execute their 
plans (a thing highly improbable, but nor im- 
| Sr, I ſhould then be confined by a new 
pecies of duty. I may perhaps be blamed in 
my preſent [tate of health for expoſing myſelf 
to the fatigues which one muſt encounter if 
o called out; but beſides my feeling ſtrongly 
that it is every man's duty to act in this man- 7 
ner who is in any degree capable of ſervice, 
I own ] was eager to ſhow that we who have 
been ſo long accuſed of diſaffection are not 
leſs ready than the warmeſt ſupporters of Mi- 
niſters to defend the Country when expoſed 


On this occaſign there was a general concurrence of ſenti- 
ment throughout the Kingdom; and the example ſet by the Patriots 
of Durham wis followed almoſt every where by the Friends of 
Reform. Among the ſimilar offers to Government from different 
»parts of Yorkſhire, one was tranſmitted from the neighbourhood 
of Danby and Burton Conſtable, engaging the waggons, carts and 
| horſes of the Editor's worthy friend, S. T. Scroope, Eſq; and 
of himſelf, and of their reſpective neighbours, for the public uſe, 
whenever wanted; and alſo offering to raiſe a Corps of Volun- 
teers; but as the Government did not ſignify their acceptance of 
the offered Corps, it is unneceſſary to explain the propoſal more 

particularly. p 

B 4 to 
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to real danger. On theſe grounds I propoſed 8 

a Requiſition to the Mayor for a Public Meet- 
ing, and joined in bringing the meaſure for- 
ward this morning with a Gentleman who has 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf throughout by a ſteady 
adherence to the Church Party, in order to 
. ſhow that on ſuch an occaſion we were ready 
to forget all differences of opinion. The idea 
Was not very cordially received by the bulk 
of the [nhiabitants ; but I ſtill think that a con- 
ſiderable number will come forward when. 
the /erms of ſerving are better underſtood, ' * 
In order that our conduct might not be 
conſtrued into a change of our political ſen- 

timents, we took care explicitly to declare dur 
perſeverance in them, and we had the plea- 
ſure to find that this was not the leaſt accept - 
able part of what paſſed at this Meeting. 1 
hope you will approve of what we have done 
on the occaſion ; it is ſomewhat remarkable 
that, none of our dignified Clergy counte- 


nanced the meaſure, _ | 
1 do not wonder that the Miniſter's friends 
wiſh to repreſent your fable as ſeditious, it 
applies too forcibly, to their Patron not to ex- 
cite their indignation. But indeed every thing 
now is treated as ſeditious whigh oppoſes any 

of their doctrines which they chogſe to pro- 
pogate, or any meaſures they ſind it their in- *, 
tereſt to purſue,” Their violence is probably 

intended to prepare the Public for Sir J. 
Scott's new limitations on the Liberty of the 
Preſs. + The following inſtance of blindneſs 
will 1 think ſurpriſe. you even in theſe times. 
A Gentleman who was in Ireland during Lord ' 

e 19 Fitzwilliam's 


" F% 


, 
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Firzwilliam's Adminiſtration, and who: 4 4 
deſcribed the Iriſh as a contented and loyal 
Nation, and who has juſt returned from a ſe- 
cond reſidence of ſix months among them, 
was ſpeaking the other day in the moſt de- 


plorable terms of the ſituation of that Coun- 
try, deelaring that he had no doubt, that were 


the French to land, not only thelower claſſes, | 
but moſt of the middling claſs of people 


would) join them. A friend of mine to — 


he was ſpeaking,” immediately expreſſed his 


aſtoniſhment that Miniſters would perſeyere 
in their ſyſtem of coercion, but was inter- 
rupted by a" ſolemn aſſurance that, all the 


evil had ariſen from Government having. 


been too lenient ! And yet the man who ſpdke 
in this manner is far from being deficient in 
nes”: Believe me, 


N Wars A 
e Pots; wy your's, // 
be R. FENWICK. 
1 8 LETTER M. 
Tron Geyeral Jo Has to the Rev. C. 
* YVILL. * N 
ey .” e Vas PLantarion, N os 
= 4 
My Dear Sir, ; EIN © 


1 HAVE read your, letter, and think the 
Fable “ too applicable to the rigorous 


 meglures which haye lately been adght6d in 
Nr Fad geg v byte Ein wonty Conclooden 


has not * * a 
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; y >. i 


» 4 . 


— x q8:̃ꝗ .  __  _—— — — _- 


SS (26) 


Ireland, perhaps ſome may compare your 
horſe to the other, who having a diſpute with 
a ſtag, called in the man to his aſiſtance ; but 
perceived too late, that, inſtead of an ally, he 
had found a maſter. Non hominem dorſo, 
non frænum depulit ore.“ However that 
may be, the only object to be conſidered at 
preſent is, in my opinion, the defence of the 
Country; the danger is great and imminent. 
We muſt get rid of our enemies, if we can, 
and think of our grievances afterwards, if we 
pleaſe, I think that a general Armed Aſſocia- 
tion is the moſt likely means to fave us; and 
F any, not without hopes that ſuch a meaſure 

will be adopted. Haye you read Mr. Au- 
frere's pamphlep? It draws a dreadful picture 

af the atrocious behaviour of the French Ar- 
my in Suabia. We mult not ſuffer ſuch Trees 

| ( a of Liberty to grow in this Country. My fa- 

ll mily join in compliments to Mrs. Wyvill and 

| hh yourlelf; and I remain always, 

l My Dear Sir, 
| Very truly yours, 
| | J. HALE. N 


5— — 
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, "LETTER XIII. 

om the 1 C. WyviLL to General JouN 

LE, 

Bua ron-HaLl, April 18th, 1798... | 
My Dear General, a 

| 1 SHOULD heartily approve an Armed Af. 
fociation for the defence of the Country. 


The National — muſt be 0 
ed. 


7 


” 


- 
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ed: I have for ſome time wiſhed to ſee pro- 
per meaſures taken in Yorkthire for that pur- 
poſe. And if you and Lord Dundas ſhould 
be diſpoſed to call a Meeting to take this ſub- 
into conſideration, I certainly will attend, 
and give any little aſſiſtance in my power to 
carry into effect ſome well- conſidered plan, 
which you and his Lord&ip may bring for- 
Ward. 
Mrs. WyMll begs to join me in compli. 
ments to Mrs. Hale and Wn; on 1 n. 
General, 
——— rvijand, 94D avs 
e Fourpever;” 544i: <F4yt a 


* - - 44 
1 - : +4 '4 0 „ f n % 
* * 
a 4 . * 4 . 344 3 5 ef *o 4 
Py , * 
* | = 


From William eaten 6 2 
Rev. C. WryII . 


CuswonTn, ings 25th, 1 
"My, Dear Sir, | * 
1 W. ISH to take your eien nde 4 
priety of the Friends of the Requiſition 
coming forward ; ak this 2 with ſome 
meaſure en y of theis deverfnifiatiop to 
&&rt themſelves to the md to r he) 


* — 
foreign attacks, and to rouze the ſpiric of x Ni * 
Country againſt all 8 4 * | 


to warn the People againſt the inſidious 


practices uf the. French; calling for unani- 
mit h àgainſt the common enemy as the only 


means of preſerving wit remains of our va- 


luable 


» 


. ; 
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Juable Conftitution, and enabling us hereafter 
to enforce thoſe neceſſary Reforms, without 
| "which we cannot have a wiſe or beneficial 
Government. If the policy and propriety of 
ſome meaſure of this ſort ſtrikes you as it does 
me, I wiſh you would put ſomething on pa- 
per for the purpoſe. bi ight be done by 
correſponding with the py + who have 
ſigned, and be publiſhed by the Committee 
at York,” without giving GentWmen, who are 
now diſperſed, ftw trouble of attending. 

I have no doubt that a meaſure of this fort 
would diſpoſe the public mind to attend to us 
at a future time with cordiality and confi- 
dence, and would aſſign the beſt reaſon for 
our not acting on our laſt Addreſs at this time. 

Jam, with great efteem; + — 
Your's moſt faithfully, 


WILLIAM WRIGHTSON. 
5993 
* LETTER xv. 


* From the Rev. C. Wyviii to LOR . l 


WriGuTs0N, Eiqt “ 'A 
A pars us, pit a 2 A 


"Mane 

1 by TT pla li Gen the Conilemen't Sf 19 

" ntiongd what you "had propoſed to me, 
. aid told ü them my opinion,” that it would cer- 

tamly be a prudent and proper ſtep to be ta- 
ken by our. friends; and» J, N them that 
if it met their apffroBayon, the, la bourcof fo 
| extenſive a correſpondence ſhould, at deter 
i 8 me 


r 
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me from undertaking it. But I found them 
unanimous in thinking the meaſure unneceſ- 
ſary, becauſe the Gentlemen of the Requiſi- 
tion had come forward ſo generally in ſup- 


port of the meaſures propoſed by Govern- 


ment for the defence of the Country, that no 
doubt of their zeal could be entertained. And 
therefore they thought ſuch a declaratiop as 
was propoſed would have the air of an apo- 
logy coming from men, becauſę they were, 
conſcious it was wanted. I muſt own my ſen- 
timents remain the ſame. as before. I ſtill 
think ſych a declaration made by a large 
Meeting, or even obtained by ſignature, on 
private application by letter, would be in it- 
ſelf a right and proper meaſure ; that it would 
tend much to animate the Country i in defence 
of our National Independence; and at the ſame 
time very much conciliate the good opinion of 
thoſe who hitherto haye been jealous of our. 
intentions. But as theſe Gentlemen have given 
a different opinion, I think it may be expe- 
djent to drop any farther mention of it, 
1 ſupp6le this will find you, my dear Sir, 


on the point of joining your Proviſional Ca- | 


valry. Tapplaud your zeal; and if not for= 
bidden by the decencies of my profeſſion, 
would gladly have joined you, Be aſſured 
of my warmeſt good wiſhes fon your- ſafe re- 


* 


turn to Cuſworth, after all poſlible ann SY 


8 55 military undertaking ®. 
And believe me, your „ &c. 
— e VILL. 
©. — truly patriotic friend had then raiſed a Body of 
Volunteer ack for the defence 7 our National Independence 


againſt the menaced by the French Directory. At a wo- 
meat 


a 


and raves, ſo ery * Public Liberty, and ſo inju- 
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LETTER XVI. 


fron W. Waicurson, Eſq; to the Rey. Ce 


WYYILL. 


My Dear Sir, 


. the meaſures I ſugyeſted can by any 

means be conſtrued” into an apology for 
our paſt conduct (and we have every reaſon 
to know how unfairly our motives and our 
meaſures have been interpreted) I am ſure I 

ſhould be among the firſt to abandon the idea. 
I have not mentioned the ſubject to any one; 
all thoughts of it will therefore be relinquiſh- 
ed with the ſame readineſs that I ventured to 


call it to your conſideration. If any meaſure 


ſhould be adopted by the Whig Club on 
Tueſday, we may be more ſtrongly called up- 
on to take ſome ſteps. And the objections, 
which I now conſider, both in themſe ves and 
on account of the perſons: by-whom they are 
made, as worthy of the utmoſt attention, 
may not then continue to exiſt in n _ 


force *. 


I am your 8 moſt fincerdly, | 
W. WRIGHTSON. 


| CuaworTn, 28h of April, 1798. 


ment of greater danger from the Inn now — the 
Imperial Uſurper of France, Mr. Wrightſon, with equal zeal, has 
taken the command of a Regiment ot * Volontcer Ialantry, embo- 


died at Doncaſter. 


Nations, like Individuals, ſeem to be incapable of fixing their 
attention upon more than one object at once; from this time the 
attention oi the | Engliſh Nation was fixed on ſecuring the great 
object of our National Independence; with leg to to the abuſes 


tious 
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tious to the comfort and welfare of individuals, not a 
not a murmur was heard, and for many months all was filence 
and acquieſcence. By ſeceding from a Parliament ſo obſtinately 
deaf to every admonition, to every remonſtrance of prudence and 
patriotiſm, the true Friends of the Conſtitution had made the laſt 

ific a to the People; but they had made it in vain; fruit- 
Foſs had every exertion of private men to give efficacy to it 
by the interference of popular aſſemblies ; and at laſt, they were 
compelled reluctantly to yield to the inſuperable difliculties op- 

d by the joint powers of * deluſion, and intimida- 
tion ; PO FN CO pairing of the final iiſue of the 


- 


For the Addreſs of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen aſſembled at York 
on the 7th of February, 1798, fee the 22d Preliminary. Paper of 
tze 5th Volume of P. P. for the Requiſition which was agreed ta 

w_ by that ing, with the Liſt of Signatures annexed, 
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Containin ag Letters to i Ev: TOR fron anew 
of his Friends, reſpecting the Safety of pubs 
liſping his Pampblet, mn A the Secefhor 

' By, Furliament i in 1798. | 


LETTER Ln 
From Trouas Bicce, Eſq; 1 the Rev. 2 
WVIVIIXL. 


| De Dec. geb, 1798. 

My Dear sir, TIS. 25 
SENT your packet yeſterday to Durham, 
and hope again to receive it from thenee 
early in the week, when you may be al- 
ſured I ſhall give it the moſt particular atten- 
tion. In the mean-time, let me ſtate to you, 
that it occurred to me upon the peruſal of it, 
that the paſſage relative to the H. of L. was 
not eſſential to the point you were arguing, 
and that from prudential motives it had beſt 
be omitted. The late caſe of the Printer 
of the M. Chronicle, I am told was ex- 
tremely hard. I never ſa the offenſi ve paſ- 
ſage; but ſome of my Correſpondents, at the 
time, ſpoke with indignation of the jealous, 
nay ty rannical conduct of that Corps. On 


this account ] luggeſt to 8 whether it would 
nat 


— 8 .. a... . 


* 


T 

not be; More adviſable to expunge than to 
modify the paſſage in queſtion. Having men- 
tioned this point, there are one or two others 
upon which I will freely ſtate to you my opi- 

nion. You ſay in your laſt letter, © in times 
like theſe, ſomething muſt perhaps be hazard- 
ed (I mean in $* lawful way) or elſe all will 
be ruined,” To a general poſition of this 
kind, I have no heſitation in ſtating my con- 
currence. Nay I will even go farther, and 
ſay that there may be times in which ſome 
light departure from the lawful courſe ought 
to be hazarded, or all would-be loſt. But I 
cannot think. that the preſent times call for 
either ſpecies of this political courage. Your 
poſition ſtates a motive for boldneſs, , The 
hope of preventing ruin, of recovering what 
we poſſeſs, by recovering the ſafeguards we 
have loſt; theſe are, no doubt, good reafons why 
a Lover of his Country ſhould in bad times 
diſregard perſonal danger; but can we ſeri- 
ouſly be actuated by that hope at preſent? Are 
we ſtronger in public opinion than we were 
twelve months ago? Is Miniſtry weaker? The 
reverſe I am perſuaded is the truth. The 
infamous conduct of our enemies, the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of Triſh inſurrection, our naval victories, 
our encreaſing and proſperous commerce, the 
influx of ſpecie, and the apparent improve- 
ment in our financial ſtate, have added conſi- 
derably to the public confidence in Admini- 
ſtration. And I-really think that there is no 
meaſure of Requifition, and no plan of hoſti- 
lities which they may not carry into_execu- 
tion with the approbation of the Country. 
< 2: .- ot 8 n This 
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This ſtate of popular infatuation ſeems to ren- 
der it impoſlible to addreſs the Nation with 
any hopes of influencing their conduct. | 
cannot therefore. diſcern any reaſon why a 
perſon who from his virtues, talents, and eſti- 
mation, may hereafter be able to do impor- 
tant ſervice to the Cauſe of Hiberty, ſhould 
run any riſque at the preſent inauſpicious mo- 
ment, by a premature zeal for the intereſt of 
his degenerate Countrymen. If within a few 
years a chance ſhould offer itſelf to EngJiſh- 
men of recovering their Conſtitution, it muſt 
be of the utmoſt importance to the ſucceſs of 
the great effort that Yorkſhire ſhould be able 
to call from his retreat, in health and vigour, 
her old and venerable Leader: and I truſt this 
conſideration will induce him to rettet upon 
the propriety of caution. 

Little comfort I think is ta be derived from 
Pitt's perſonal character. He has manifeſted 
ſuch a diſregard for human life, that the ad- 
verſary whom it is his intereſt ro oppreſs, has 
little chance of ſafety “. 

I much wiſh to hear Mr. Es opinion, which 
muſt reach you ſoon. © 
"With beſt regards to all at 8 believe 
me, 

Dear Sir, 
Your's ever lincerely, . 
_ THOMAS BIGGE: 


® The meaſure of ſeceding from Parliament had taken place 
not lon 6 the end of the Seſſion, in the ſpring of the year 

1 98. To the Editor it appeared to be a meaſure, not only agree- 
ab to the principles of the Conſtitution, but alſo. prudent ye) 
well-timed. By the miſ-rule of a raſh and oppreſſive Adminiſtra- 
tion, whether we regard their plan of foreign policy, or conſider 
the harſhneſs and rigour of their domeſtic Government, the Na- 
tion 
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8 
LETTER Il. 


From J. R FgxWICK, Eſq; to the Rev. C. i 


C. WrviiL, 
My Dear Sir, Win e, e. 
RETURNED your manuſcript yeſterday 
to Mr. Bigge, from whom I received it on 


the preceding evening, having, during the 


time it remained in my hands, read it twice 


with conſiderable attention; and I now fit 


down to give you my ſentiments on the que- 


ſtion of ſafety, in compliance with Mr. Bigge's, 


and from his letter, I ſuppoſe your requeſt. 
I muſt however firſt of all expreſs the extreme 
pleaſure which its peruſal has yielded me. 
The generous warmth with which you com- 


* C2 | 4 bat 
tion was in a ſitgation of extreme peril and diſcontent. 
To reſcue it from this dee and diſt ſtate, every effort 
of reaſon and eloquence ha 


n exhauſted in Parliament —— 
opponents, but without ſucceſs. Parliament had ſhown itſelf ob- 
ſtinately deaf to the wiſeſt counſels ; and, not unftequently, it had 


ſu thoſe counſels and their authors to be treated with an indig- 


nity which marked the extremity of prejudice, and the enormous 
influence of the Miniſter, Oppoſition there was evidently h 


and every effort which private men had made to aflift the Friends of 


their Country, by Declarations from regular Meetings of the Peo- 
ple, had been completely baffled. Seceſſion from Parliament was 
then the laſt pacific meaſure which remained to be tried ; and if ever 
it can be juſtifiable, it muſt be ſo at a etiſis deſperate as that. Be- 
fore the end of the ſummer, however, it became dubious whe- 
ther this powerful meaſure would produce the expected impreſſion 
on the Public,” partly becauſe the number of the ſeceding mem- 
bers had been thinned by ſome once zealous followers of thoſe 
members who refufed their concurrence, and perhaps then medi- 
tated that retreat from their party itſelf, which not long after- 
wards enſued ; and alſo by others, truly honourable and conſtant 
friends of their party and their cauſe, who yet continued the form- 
ality of their n e ard abs, + © the 


Dunuau, Dee. 10th, 1798, ' 


. 
* 


E 


1 
fa N 1 % 
bat the enemies 3 and ſupport its 


able, though unfortunate Defenders in Par- 


liament ; the ftrong and clear, though guard- 
ed language in which you expreſs yourſelf, 
and the new (as far as I know) and ſati ry 
point of view in which you place theRipght 
of Seceſſion, have all afforded me great ſatisfac- 
tion, And if it were now ſufficient (as it once 
was)to guard againſt all intemperate appealsto 
the paſſions, and to recommend none but legal 
meaſures to procure redreſs, I could — 
for a moment heſitate in ſaying that you could 
run no riſque in publiſhing it. But how are 
we now to determine what it is ſafe to 
publiſh 2 By what ſtandard are we to judge 
of legality, when ſcraps of books are taken 
without their context, and the moſt diſtant 
parts of a publication are joined hy the 
Crown's Advocate, and made united to 
convey meanings which neither of them ſepa- 
rately, and in the relations their Author had 


* 


ſemblance of deliberation alone remained: and ah alſo, from 
the diſapprobation of the meaſore by ſome of the trueſt Patriots 
out of Parliament. To the Editor it ſeemed a duty to ſtate to the 
Public what occurred to him upon the ſubject ; about the end of 
autumn he had prepared his Piece, and on the zgth of November 
he ſent a MS, Copy of it to Mr. Erſkine, with a letter, requeſt- 
ing his opinion as a Lawyer on the queſtion, whether the publi- 
cation would or would not be contormable with law. From 
ſome accidental circumſtances, afterwards explained by Mr. Er- 
ſkine, his anſwer was delayed. Another MS, Copy was there- 
fore tranſcribed, and ſent to his friends, T. Bigge, $5. of Ben- 
ton, and J. R. Fenwick, Eſq; of Durbam, with the Editor's re- 
queſt that they would inform him what was their judgment on the 


- queſtion of ſaſety. Their anſwers are contained in the iſt and 
Ad letters of this Number, but his letters to them have not been 


preſerved. After he had received their very judicious and friendly 
anſwers, powerfully difſuading him from the publication of his 
iece, on account of the danger of the times, the Editor received 
r. Erſkine's opinion that it would be agreeable to law to publiſh 


it, which put an end to bis heſitation, and determined him to, 
print it. 


placed 
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placed them in, was capable of conveying ? 
We once had preciſe and well-defined laws, 
which no informed man could offend againſt 
without his knowledge; but when the vague 
charge of tending to bring Government into 
contempt is ſufficient to eltabliſh criminality, 
who can arraign the meaſures of Adminiſtra- 
tion, or of any branch of the Legiſlature, with- 
out peril? With a full view of this difficulty 
before me I read your pamphlet, and I endea- 
voured to judge it not with that liberal ſpirit 
which once directed the proceedings of our 
Courts of Juſtice; but with the captious and 
ſophiſtical temper which our laws have lately 
manifeſted, and our Crown Lawyers diſplayed 
in their pleadings. . Even in this way of judg- 
ing, I think you in general too guarded to af- 
ford them any hold of you, except they be 
allowed to explain the ſecond part by the firſt, 
and by that means to apply to the Parliament 
now fitting, that reaſoning which you put hy- 
potherically in the firſt part. They may rea- 
ſon thus. The Author allows tha Seceſſion 
can only be juſtified by Parliament betraying 
its truſt, and that an incidental infraction of 
the Conſtitution, however great, cannot excuſe 
itz; hut he contends that Seceſſion is juſtifiable 
at preſent, therefore he aſſerts that Parliament 
has betrayed its truſt, that there is no hope of 
* redreſs from it, that it is the Treacherous 
. Garriſon, &c. &c. And he has by doing this 
ſougght to bring a branch of the Legiſlature 
into contempt, as well as the Executive Go- 
vernment. Will they be allowed to reaſon 
thus? Would a Special Jury of the County of 
5 C 3 Vork 
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York confirm ſuch reaſoning by their verdict? 
I dare not anſwer in the negative, though I 

think a London Jury would not. In this — : 

of mind I am anxious for Mr. Erſkine's ad- 
vice; it is perhaps not eaſy for him to know 
what the Law is, but his comprehenſive mind 
muſt have ſeen into the line of proceeding 
which the Crown Law Officers have determin- 
ed to purſue, and his penetration diſcovered 
the ſenſe in which Juries are inclined to under- 
ſtand our late captious and indefinite Laws. 
UntiFhis opinion is received, I think it will be 
well to delay the publication, and ſhould you 
not ſoon receive it, perhaps it would be right 
ta ſoften a few of the expreſſions, and to alter 
a paſſage or two where the application of the 


emergency deſcribed as rendering Seceſſion a 


duty is directly applied to the preſent moment. 
In the paper in which I encloſe this, you will 
find ſome trifling objections to particular ex- 
preſſions; among them, I will frankly own 
that thre compliment you pay Mr. Pitt, p. 48, 
line 2d, is in my opinion of the moſt impor- 
tance. I think it extremely ill founded, and 
capable of being turned by his ſupporters to 
the moſt dangerous purpoſes. 
When we conſider the temper of the Na- 
tion at this moment, not yet cooled from. the 
exultation of our naval ſucceſſes, and rather 
occupied than irritated by the new ſcheme of 
Taxation, perhaps there is. little reaſon to 
object to the ſhort delay of publiſhing, which 
your waiting for Mr. Erſkine's opinion will 
occaſion, I do not think that the Miniſter 
has at any time been ſo ſtrong as he now is, 
| nor 
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nor the National Mind leſs open to the cool - 
voice of Reaſon, or to thoſe generous energies , 
which your pamphlet is calculated to awaken ;_ 
bur I will not again repeat the language of 
deſpondency, yet do not let us riſque a mea- 

fure, without mature refle&ion, and the beſt 
advice, on which your perſonal ſafety” and 
comforts, and your family's intereſt and 
pineſs ſo greatly depend. #1 

Adieu, my dear Sir.—Mrs. Fenwick EO 
in beſt wiſhes to Mrs. Wyvill and your Py. 


Health. ed and 11 attend 
7 J. K. FENWICK: 


be _ * 
- * 
—— — 
: * . 
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,, LETTER II * 


From Senor SHORR, Eſq; to the Rev, C. 
wo WrviIL. | 


| Noxrow-HaLL, Feb. 8th, s. | 
My Dear Sir, 
E all much rejoice to hear ſuch a Fat 
account of your health, and of that of 
your whole family, and I have the pleaſure to 
ſay my little grand · daughter continues to reco- 


ver favourably. I think your advice to Lord 


Stanhope was very judicious, and am happy to 
find our ſentiments agree in regard to hold- 
ing any Meetings at preſent. I ſincerely hope 
you may be right in your idea, that attention 
might now be paid to argument, and that it 
might produce beneficial effects, but I own T 
cannot be equally ſanguine. When T conſider 
how deeply the 8 * prejudices have 

taken 


il SL ns (40) | 
taken root, with what blind deference every 
ſcheme of the Miniſter is ſtill adopted here, 
and, from the influence he has obtained, what 

a dread is entertained in general of the moſt 
juſt and rational Reform, I cannot but be ap- 
prehenſive that the time is not yet arrived for 
the moſt convincing and beſt-formed argu- 
ments to have their due weight, or to pro- 
duce. any,confiderable effec. A 

Much as I ſhould rejoice to peruſe any thing 
from your pen on the ſubje& you mention, 

and capvinced as J am, har whatever you 
write will, from its ſtrength and juſtneſs; de- 
ſerve ſucceſs in.every. vie w, I feel it.a duty of 
friendſhip to warn you to be careful. I tho- 
roughly agree with you that ſome riſque may 
laudably be encountered when the probability 
of ſerving the Cauſe of our Country is ſtrong; 
but if this probability be ſmall andythe riſque 
conſiderable, it becomes doubtful how far the 
attempt may be beneficial or otherwiſe. You 
ſhould conſider, that the. great guard of an 
Engliſhman's Liberty, in which he uſed. to 
pride himſelf, is now ſuſpended without much 
revolting the public mind, and with the en- 
tire approbation of great numbers. Might 
not the Miniſter, under ſuch#circumſtances,.. _ 
even clap you up in Priſon, with all your me- 
rit and reſpectability, and for writings, which 
in reality deſerved the praiſe of every 1 
true Friend to the genuine Freedom and 
Conſlitution of their Country, not only with- 

- cut general reprobation, but with extenſive 
popularity, and might keep you there, the 
martyr of ſuſpicion, without daring to bring 

vou to a trial in the face of your Country. 


> — — Je — — — 


| *< 


* 
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£ Having ſaid what friendſhip and eſteem have 


*, 
+ 


£ 


dictated, 5 muſt add that whenever you deem 
it right to publiſh, I ſhall readily, be of any 


ſervice iu my power, though I cannot pro- 


miſe ſucceſs in my application, as, you know 
I before failed in my endeayours to-praqure 
the inſertion of ſome: things you wiſhed to 


have put into the Sheffield Paper. At Man- 
cheſter I fear I have not now the means of 


applying J once had, owing to a diſaſtrous 
event I omitted ta notice in my laſt. “. 
My wife and the family here unite in every 


good wiſh to yourſelf, Mrs. Wyvill, and your 


whole Fire Side, for the long enjoyment of 
every deſirable bleſſing, and Fa from 


1 48 evil, with, 


Derr Sir, + 15 1 4 | 
Taue moſt cordially,” "ya 
| SAMUEL SHORE. 


io gh the Bdior g, it . 
an kind] by We gar ant 5 as it 
4 — 12 to face the danger 


oy which fill might — —— — of the to 


per in queſtion, he yet felt with the u gratitude their K. 


Fo anxiery for his ſafety: and though his ideas of duty forbad him 
20 ſuppreſs his piece, when he no longer could doubt its s legality, 


he owns with pleaſure, that the — * of his th 
muſt have decided his reſolution againſt PE if the que- 


* heea anforered by Mr 


- 
df 
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© LEtrer w. | 
From Hexxr Prerse, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
\ DEAT er grit d gains 
My Dear Sr, ( n Nane pon 


r HAVE Sdüdereg the latter part of Yobs 
letter, and you" will permit me to ſay, 
that, in theſe times, every pt udent caution 
is neceſſiry, before you ſend your publication 4 
into the world. The recent Debates in the 
Houſe will furniſh you with a proof bow 
- eager and happy Adrniniſtration will be to 

ſeize an opportunity, to attack you, obnoxious 
as you muſt be to them, for the upright and 
manly conduct y ou have tur ſued; and though 
I am ſure your mind is uninfluenced by 1! m_ 
Tor, yet I do think it will be proper for you 
to weigh well the advantages of a-publication 
of the nature you intend, againſt Perſonal 
riſque, in times when argument can be of 
little ſervice. Excoſe my ſaying” ſo much 
upon the ſubject. Impute K to the IrendBup | 
and reſpect 1 feel for you.“ 

We deſire our beſt compliments to Mrs 
Wyvill and 22 family; and ba that 


I am 
Ever your' s ſingertly, I 
F H. PIERSE. 


Dee. 5th, 1799 · 


* After about 2000 copies of the pampble in queſtion had been 
circulated by the help ot friends, tor conceived it might 
be publiſt ed iu the uſual way; end he conſulted Mr. Pierſe upon 
the ſubject. Eut his judicious anſwer determined him to abandon 
the idea. For Mr. Pierſe's kind advice upon the occaſion, he 
was greatly indebted ; by his conſent that the ſervice he had done 
him ſhould be thus made know n, a freſh favour has been con- 


ferred upcn him; and he requeſts his worthy iriend to accept the 
fncere expretion of his —— 


W 


. *% # # " Y « / 
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© Containing the EviTon's Correſpondence with 


the Rev. Dr. Diſney and Mr. Debrett, re- 
ſpefling the Publication of his Pampblet on 


M Seceſſion,” l 


e renner ra 


N. From the Rev. Dr. Disxzr to the Rev. C. 


Mr. DeBatrtT's Snor, 

Feb. 16th, 1799.— Tue chk, 

My Dear Sir, an e 
T RECEIVED your letter this forenoon, 
and inſtantly repaired hither. Your firſt 
remittance of your pamphlet is not yet receiv- 


ed, and all I can further ſay at preſent is, that 
Mr. D. will ſend out the copies for your 
friends, and deliberate and adviſe about its 


publication. I am however inclined to think 
that if he ſhould refuſe to publiſh, it will be 
in vain to look out for any other reputable 


_ Bookſeller. Major Cartwright could not find 


a Publiſher for his Tract on Standing Armies. 

Mr. Dyer cannot find one for his on Libels, 
The Liberty of the Preſs is at an end. Pro- 
bably, therefore, the only way will be to di- 


{tribute copies among your friends, Should 


indeed 


1:40) ( a 3 
indeed Mr. D. be adviſed not to publiſh, 1 
know not how one could ſolſcit a leſs cautious 
man to undertake it, But enough for the pre- 
ſent, Let me hear from you again. I had al 


ready heard of your work. 4 * 
With very beſt compliments to Mrs. Wyvill, 
Irema X HUE Ft 
Dear Sir, 1. 

Moſt fincerely your's, 1 
0 1 r 9 | | * © 4 
9 LETTER II. 8 f 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Rev. 

7 Dr. D18NEY. 3 - 


- BuxTon-HALL, Feb. TY 17 | „ 
My Dear Sir, . © © #7 = * 
F Mr. Debrett ſhould decline to publiſh, this & 
might be ſaid to a leſs cautious Bookſeller, 
viz. that the pamphlet has been ſeen by a 
Lawyer of high reputation, whom I conſulted 
on the point of legality ; and that in his opi- 
nion, it is written in a manner that is con- 
formable with law; and in conſequence of this 
opinion, I am deſirous to publiſh, and not 
afraid to ſtand the conſequences that may re- 
ſult from the publication. My name will 
appear on the Title Page, as well as that 
of the Publiſher. But if no reputable Book- 
ſeller dares to publiſh, notwithſtanding the af- 
ſurance of legality received from the eminent 
Lawyer alluded to, I muſt be content to cir- 
culate my pamphlet as well as I can, &c. 
I am, Dear Sir, ce. 


C. WYVILL. 


— 


0500 


LETTER III. 
Fon the Rev: Dr. DisNEevy 10 the Rev. C. 
1 WIVI X. 
& 2 bt, Feb. x7 1799» 


; LOANE STAEET. 
Dear Sir, 
Have this day ſeen Mr. Debrett, and he 
finally declines publiſhing the © Seceſſion 
indicated,” but will ſend out all the copies 


for Gentlemen, agreeably to your direQion. 


He had particularly marked part of 22 27 
and 28, and p. 33. I have received a 

copies, and ſent one to the Duke of Grafton 
yeſterday evening; and as I engaged to 
write to you, Debrett ſaid he ſhould decline 


it. Thus circumſtanced, I do not ſee what 


can be done more than may be effected by 
private circulation. It is in vain to ſeek for 
a reſpectahle Publiſher, and would be wrong 
to involve an unwary man. Mr. Wakefield's, 
Trial comes on in the King's Bench on Thurſ- 
day morning. I ſhall be impatient to receive 


your anſwer to theſe untoward circumſtances, 


but remember your own ſecurity is attained 


by the neceſſary prudence of the craft; and 


the times do not yet demand the facrifice 


of individual and voluntary virtue. Mr. F. 
Palmer's letter I gave to Sir J. Bankes, and 
he has earneſtly 1 icited liberty to commu- 
nicatè it to Government; I have given him 


that liberty upon preliminary ſtipulations on 


the part of the Writer, | ; 
| With 


; TOLL 
With our joint compliments to Mrs. Wyvill 
and yourſelf, _ . | 
IJ am, Dear Sir, in much haſte, : 
| Very ſincerely yours, &; 
; I JONN DISNE FTC. 
P. S. Holt, the Bookſeller, died laſt month, 
in conſequence of his long impriſonment, 


$7 | , 
LETTER IVY, 3 
From the Rev. Dr. DisNEx to the Rev. C. 
WrviLL. 
6! $LoAnE-STREET, Monday Night, 


Fe. 26, 1799, - 
Dear Sir, | ne, 
Feel myſelf much relieved on your account, + * 
that you have determined to forbear the 
publication of your pamphlet. All your ſpe- 
cific directions I delivered to Debrett this 
morning, on the receipt of your letter of the 
23d; and be aſſured that they will be attend- 
ed to. I cannot at this inſtant ſay any thing 
about what number will be wanted, Since I 
" wrote laft to you, I find from Mr., that 
legal opinions differ upon the ſubje& of the 
ſecurity of your Tract. The language of 
Lord K. and the Attorney Ge eral, and the 
Jury diſregarding the intention, the quo- 
animo, with which the Author writes, or Pub- 
liſner ſells, in the very recent Trial of Mr. 
Wakefield, render Mr. Fox's Libel Bill a 
mere nullity ; and the laſt Sedition Act allows 
ſuch a latitnde of interpretation, that the very 
writing the name of william pitt in ſmall 
a 7 characters, 


0 


4 


„ 
characters, may be conſtrued into Sedition, 


unleſs confined to a confidential letter under 


ſeal. The diſſatisfaction of the Minority be- 
ins to diſpoſe ſeveral of them to think of aſk- 
ing for the Place of Steward of the Chiltern 
Hundreds “s r 1 
cannot ſay more at preſent; but believe 
me to remain, Dear Sir.. 
Very ſincerely your's, 
i. 1 JOHN DISNEY. 
. SY — — ip, 


LETTER v. 


3 MF Bon ros-Harx, May 29th, 1799. 
Find it is the general opinion in this Coun- 
ty, and in Durham and Northumberland, 
that the pamphlet on Seceſſion contains no- 
thing which is in a legal view juſtly exception- 
The Editor returns his thanks moſt cordially to his excellent 
— Diſney, for his kind permiſſion that this and the two 
preceding letters in this Number might be pubiiſhed. It was his 
earneſt wiſh to obtain that permiſſion, becauſe they afford an 
. inconteſtable proof how much the Bookſellers were Wtimidated, 
4 and how completely the Freedom af the Preſs had been deſtroyed 
; about this time by judicial night, and the baſe ſervility of Juries. 
He alſo wiſhed to preſerve this memorial of the friendſhip which 
for more than 30 years has ſubſiſſed between Dr. Diſney and him- 
ſelf, and to obtain ſo proper an opportunity to expreſs his grati- 
tude to his friend, — his high ſenſe of a character reſpectable 
for talents, for honeſt zeal and intrepidity, and venerable for 
long conſiſtency of conduct, in . Rational Religion, and 
the Joint Cauſe of Civil and Religious Liberty, ſtrialy moral, 
without Stoical auſterity ; and uniting to ſuavity of manners that 
warmth of feeling, without which no one has ever attained the 
W of patriotic virtue, or even the generoſity of true friend- 


x able. 


* 


7 


(48). 


able. If you are encouraged by a ſimilar opj. 
nion in London to think you might with ſafet 
become the Publiſher of a Third Edition, 1 
certainly ſhall have no objeQion, and will con- 
cert with you, and with ſome friends in 
Town, the means of getting it ſpeedily and 
correctly printed in London. I am far from 
wiſhing to preſs you upon this ſubject; I am 
aware that circumſtances render great caution 
neceſſary; yet conſidering myſelf to be well 
ſupported by public opinion, as I alſo am by 
that of /everal Lawyers of great eminence * 
ſhould be glad to publiſh the pamphlet in que? 
ſtion in the uſual way. I am ready to bring a 
Third Edition forward, whenever you; or any 
other Bookſeller in London of ſimilar reſpecta- 
bility will engage to be the Publiſher, I ſhall 
only add, that I ſhall, not apply to any other 


Bookſeller at preſent. 5 
J am, Sir, : * „94 
Vour obedient, 
1 humble ſervant, een 
| C. WYVILL. 


The Honourable Thomas Erſkine was the only hom 
me Editor conſulted concerning the legality and ſaſety of publiſh 
jag the pamphlet on Seceſſion, while it remained in manuſcript. 
Aller it had been diſtributed, to a conſiderable extent, in print, 
be could with truth aſſute Mr. Debrett, that ſeveral — — | 

' concurred in the opinion woah Mr. Erſkine had previouſly tranſ- 


- mitted to him. But it is now to name them, 
£* [1 g 180 1 * * 54 . 
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NUMBER XV II. 


Gd the Epirok's eee on bis 
Pampblet, e the Seceſſion after * 
Kation. | | 


LETTER I. 
Fron the ker Dr. DisxEr to the Rev. . | 
_ WrviLL- | 


 $Loanm- srakrr, Monday, 
Feb. za, 1795. K 


My Dear Sir; fo 
| '0> Saturday evening Mr. Debrett ſent 

me half a dozen copies of the“ Seceſſion 
Vindicated.” I read it over that evening. 1 
muſt confeſs that I differ from you upon the 
Seceſſion ſingly ; and I will be fo explicit as 
to add, that I remain unconvinced. When 
the Crown appeals to the People againſt the 
exiſting Legiſlature, he deſtroys their func- 
tion, and others take their place, or the old 
Members are regenerated by a new Election. 


But the Seceſſion of the Minority is an appeal 


to themſelves, neglecting their function, but 

keeping their Seats. Their appeal ſhould be 

to the Chiltern CAGE or they are like the. 
D 


dog 


(5) 


dog in the manger, or reſlive horſes in a car- 


riage. Indeed, I do not ſee how Seceſſion 
can depend upon the diſcretion of the Repfe- 
ſentative. He is ſent to Parliament, at the 
moſt, with a diſcretion to determine his voice, 
yea or nay ; but abſence appears to exceed his 


delegated truſt; or to betray it. We muſt put 


all calculation of conſequences out of the que- 
ſtion ; his buſineſs, as an agent or deputy, is 
to be at his poſt. Members are ſent to Par- 
liament to uſe their wit and cunning in legi- 
ſlation, not optionally to abſent themſelves 
from diſcuſſion and deliberation. But enough. 
I had much converſation on Saturday with Sir 
C. Wray and Mr. B. Hollis concerning your 
publication. I do not; indeed, ſee any juſt 
cauſe for apprehenſion; and I like the reſt of 
your Tract very much; but the words of the 
laſt Sedition Act are very comprehenſive, and 
to reprove the haughty dictator may be to 
bring his Majeſty's Government into con- 
tempt. If Debrett ſhould decline, do not pub- 
liſh in the ordinary way. At preſent, let the 
publication depend upon his determination. 
I have only time and room to ſubſeribe 
myſelf, ng 
My Dear Sir, | 
moſt ſincerely your's, 


| | Yo 
The acute and ſagacious mind of Dr. Diſney has ſeized the 


objections which are capable of being urged with the greateſt ef- 


fect againſt the meaſure of Seceſſion from Parliament, and has 


compriſed them within the narrow compaſs of a few ſentences in 


this letter. The ſentiments of Dr. Diſney are corroborated by the 
opinion of other valuable Correſpondents exhibited in this Num- 


ber. The letters containing theſe objections are produced, not 


with a view to any farther argument on the ſubje&, but from an 
impartial wiſh to lay before the reader what had been ſaid by __ 
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LETTER II. . 
Ty Carer 1 Eſq; to the Rev. c. 
„Wr. 08 


uns 8ir 9.4 | 

| Believe I am to thank you for the Seceſſion 

Vindicated. I cannot ſay it has overtome 
my objections to that expedient ; but I cati ſ 
it adds greatly to the reſpect I abe ma 
years felt" and I aſſure myſelf I hall Seh 
feel towards the author. 

wrote two letters galt te Dion of | 
Irelind under our Legiſlature and Goyerns = 
ment. They have been inſerted! ugterbake 
ſigyature.'I uſed during the American Wart 
They have been publiſhed! in the Morning 
Chronicle. I conſider that meaſure as the 
ſtrongeſt that could perhaps have been taken 
in its own nature, its timing and circum- 
ſtances, towards depriving both Countries of 
cone little remains of hope. | 

os | remain, Dear Sir, © nt 

ce With great reſpect and eden, 

0 Tout's very ſincerely, /, 

£3 NY GAPEED LOFFT-. 


8 Fab. 27, 1799 | 
P. 8. I ſhould grieve for che death of Mir; 
Grigby, if it were not perhaps better for a 
Lover of his Country and of human happineſs 
to be taken out of theſe times than to be left. 


of the ſincereſt Friends of Liberty, with gteateſt force- of reaſon 
againſt the Paper on Seceſſion; ſo that by comparing their ogjec- 
tions with the reaſoning of the Paper itſelf, which may be found 
at the end of this Volume, the reader. may be enabled to decide, 
with ſatis faction to bimſelf, the gg [whether Seceſſion in 

tain caſes be oc he a admiſſible on the de An of the Conſt 


tation. f 
2301 Da LETTER 


* — — — 5 
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LETTER m. 


From Lozp Roxkar to the Rev. C. WrvitL. 
eig near x BY „ee, 1799. 


Rev. Sir. 5 | * 
Have received. and hon a read, 
and I return you many thanks for your 
very excellent publication of the Seceſſion 
Vindicated. I moſt earneſtly. wiſh that 1 
could likewiſe ſignify my ſatisfaction ariſing 
from the hopes and expectation that the wiſe, 
pnudent, and honeſt. counſels contained in it 
will/ be adopted, purſued, and, carried into 
execution: The proſpect on that ſide, how- 
ever, appears very unpromiſing. A moſt 
black and threatening cloud ſeems to hang 
over us, which, it is to be feared, will one 


day burſt upon our heads. 


I heartily hope, however, that all ſuch ap- 
prehenſions or imaginations may upon expe- 
rience prove totally miſtaken and groundleſs, 
or at leaſt may ſoon paſs away, and that you 
may for many happy years enjoy the peace 
and proſperity of our Countrv, as well as the 
remembrance of your own endeavours to pre- 
ſerve and obtain thoſe ineſtimable objects. 
For my part, I am at my time of day little 


likely to partake perſonally of ſuch events 


or eirenmſtances. 

T take the liberty, however, to ſend you, 
as a ſmall teſtimony of my remaining princi- 
pon and opinions, my anſwer to a letter 


apparently a circular W from Lord 
b together 


3 ONS 2 7 
together with a copy of His Lordfhip's letter 
to me. I have not printed his name nor let- 
ter, not having his Lordfhip's warrant, altho' 
his name has been publiſhed without any ar 
thority from me; but I have not the leaf 
ſcruple in communicating to you his lette 
that the matter may be the better 1044 
I wiſh you your health, and am, Sir, 

With the moſt ſincere eſteem and reſpect, 


Your very faithful and obedient ſervant, 
| ROKEBY. “ 


P. S. Give me leave to beg the favour of a 
ſhore line ſignify ing the receipt of this letter, 
for Jam in ſome doubt whether I have your 
right direction. ng 


(COPY) 


Destin CasTLa, Jas. 11th, 1799. 


My Lord, 
T being the intention of his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 
Parliament of both Kingdoms, the meaſure of 

a Legiſlative Union, as the only means of 
ſtrengthening and ſecuring the connection be- 
tween them; and as this moſt important que- 
ſtion will be brought forward at the opening 


At this diſtance of time, after the death of his venerable Cor- 
reſpondent, and after the honoured name which he mentioned in 
the preceding letter had been publiſhed by ſome other perſon, the 
Editor at firſt conceived ĩt coul4 not be deemed improper to-publiſh 
the circular letter here alluded to by Lord Rokeby with the 6 
ture annexed, together with his Lordſhip's anſwer, taken from 
the Paper communicated to the Editor; eſpecially as that letter ap- 

to be -unexeeptionable, On farther conſideration, however, 
be has thought it right to ſuppreſs the name in the circular letter, 
which is here given with Lord Rokeby's anſwer, 


( 54 ) 


of the Seſſion, I ſhould be glad to have as 
early an opportunity as your Lordſhip can af- 
ford me of communicating with you upon it; 
and I flatter myſelf that from the liberality and 
fairneſs of the terms to be offered, and the im- 
portance of the meaſure to the tranquillity and 
ſecurity of this Kingdom, it will meet. with 
your Lordſhip's approbation, and receive your 
ſupport, | 
Ill have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
7 humble ſervant, 

Right Honourable Loup Rox Br. (Signed) 


— — — 


Anſwer to an Application concerning a Legiſſa- 


tive Union between Great Britain and Ire- 
land, | 2 
Hon rox, zear HTT AE, Kix r, 224 Jan. 1799. 

My Lord, 

HOLD myſelf highly honoured by the ap- 

plication expreſſed to me in your Lordſhip's 
letter of the 11th inſtant, and the more ſo, as 
I am fully confident that your Lordſhip ex- 
pects or deſires from me no other than a plain 
and fincere anſwer to it. : | 

Give me leave to ſay then, that confidering 
as I do, a Peerage of Ireland to be conferred 
and accepted, as a great and almoſt ſacred 
truſt for the good, benefit, and advantage of 
the Iriſh Nation, and to be ſo executed, 1 can- 


not give my conſent and concurrence to re- 
move 


Fe wy 


move from their Country their awn Legiſla- 
ture by a Legiſlative Union with Great Brie 
tain, . I ſpeak this as. being my public ny 
towards the People of Ireland. 

As a Briton and Engliſhman, I cannot but 
frequently and feelingly reflect how very dif- 
ferent the ſtate of Ireland was about four or 
five years ago from what it has been ſince, 
although it is beyond doubt exceedingly bet- 
tered by the wiſe, mild, and benevo'ent Go- 
vernment of your Lordſhip. - Surely then it 
much behoves ſome men well and ſcriouſly to 
revolve within themſelves, what and whoſe 
counſels and ſyſtem they have been, that have 
thus brought the Iriſh Nation to their preſent 
diſpoſition and ſituation, from the temper and 
attachment to us, which ſo generally and 
warmly prevailed with them no longer ago 
than in the time of Lord Fitzwilliam. What 
a change! Are not ſuch ways of proceeding 
and governing the doing ourſelves the work | 
of our enemies? 

It is therefore moſt earneſtly to be defired, 
that our reſponſible Stateſmen and Miniſters 
will duly and deeply conſider whether the ſtep 
propoſed is more likely to reconcile really our 
Siſter Kingdom to England, or ultimately to 
exaſperate and inveterate it in a greater de- 
gree againſt us, before they proceed in ſo ex- 
tremely important, or, perhaps, almoſt de- 
ſperate a meaſure. 
Whether this diſtant and remote Parlia- 
mentary, Election may not by an addition 
to the power and influence of the Crown af- 


1 n our Conſtitution at home, and 
D 4 whether 


(55). 
whether no ſuch event has by a fimifr cir- 
cumſtance even already taken place in our 
own Iſland, may perhaps be too tender a point 
for me to enter into. 

Such are, however, the humble, but ſin- 
cere ſentiments of an old man nearer to ni 
than to eighty years of age: I hope and ten, 

that your Lordſhip will be pleaſed ro accept 
them in good part, as a reſpectful, 25 
plain anſwer on the ſubject of the application 
made by your Lordſhip to me *. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, &c. "6h 
WHS  ROKEBY, 


LETTER IV. 


From Sir Cecis, Wray, Bart. to the Rev. 
C. WrVIIL. 


ANY thanks to yon, my Dear Sir, for 
| the pleaſure you have given me in the 
peruſal of your Seceſſion Vindicated, Your 
truths coucerning Mr. Pitt cannot be in any 

wiſe denied, nor your arguments or facts con- 

troverted. You will excuſe me, though, if 
acting on them, Iſhould rather have drawn 
a different concluſion, and vacated my Seat 
inſtead of Seceding. 

We find ourſelves in a very awful crifis.- 
Every thing to be dreaded from a daring and 
inſolent Miniſter. A corrupt and timid Re- 
preſentation, a People funk in the moſt abject 


This letter is here printed as it was ſent to the Editor by Lord 
Rokeby: that is, a5 it had been printed in the Kentiſh Gazetie, 


; apathy, 


(657 . 
thy, our Conſtitution annihilated, and 
martial law ready to take its place; Lud in 
ſhort ſuch a combination of political W as 
Hiſtory has ſeldom recordec. 

The few that think with you and me dire 
ſcarcely open their mouths in company;— 
The Minifter has fo bothered the Nation with 
victories, (almoſt uſeleſs) and ruinons defeats, 
that it is almoſt called treaſon to queſtion'any 
meaſure, however abſurd. The moſt favour- 
able treatment of us, is giving us only the de- 
nomination of Jacobins. Believe me 

_ Your moſt obedient ſervant, *\ 

CECIL WRAY, * 

PaTLI- MIT, 61h March, 1799. | 
N 8 N 
LETTER V. 


3 the Rev. C. WVvIEL 10 Sir Ceci, 
Wà Ax, Bart. 94 
March 106d, 1799. 


My Dear Sir, 


Feste ſome expreſſoggin my letter of 
yeſterday may not have Veen ſufficiently 
clear, I beg to trouble you with a few lines to- 
day, merely to correct and amend them. I cer- 
AK retain exactly the ſame opinjons as I have 


advanced 

The Editor, with every other well · wiſher to Public Liberty, 
has heard with ſorrow, the anexpeRed intelligence of the death of 
this valuable man, the iricas of Sir George Savile, and of his 
worthy Colleges, 7 Henry Duncombe, Eſq; and like them, intitled 
to the ptaiſe of uniform and diſintereſted patriotiſm. His letters 
of a recent date to the Editor, expreſs the fincerity of his regard 
10 a private friend, and as a public man they prove his perſe- 
_ zeal and confiſtency to the laſt, The Editor reflects with 
3 but heart fel pleaſure, that he poſſeſſed his confi. 
b Roms and friend{hip without intecruption, and with a {mgular 
concutrence of ſentiment thro*' all the viciſſitudes and variations 
NEE Eg Ce EI 


/ 
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| advanced i in my Pamphlet. But when I find 
you, Mr. Martin, Mr. C. Lofft, and Dr. Diſney 


not convinced by my reaſoning, I naturally feel 
a degree of diffidence, though I do not per- 
ceive my error. I ſay to myſelf, if I have not 
ſatisfied ſuch ſincere Patriots and true Lovers 
of the Conftitution, that Seceſſion in the exiſt- 
ing circumſtances is right, I have been too 
ſanguine in my hopes, and muſt not expect 
that my performance will do much good, at 
leaſt reſpecting that point which is its imme- 


diate object. Yet in other reſpeQs, I hope it 


has a better chance of making an impreſſion, 


| where it may be read, notwithſtanding its non- 
Publication in the uſual 'way; becauſe I have 


the ſatis faction to find that in the reſpects al- 


luded to, my piece is approved, not only by 


yourſelf and the other real friends of their 
Country, whom I have named, but alſo, pretty 
generally by thoſe who are candid and inde- 
pendent men. On this account, and becauſe 
it may ſerve to ſhow the lamentable ſtate to 
which the Prefs is reduced, I think it may be 


"uſeful to circulate this paper, and have taken 
the liberty to ſend you ſome copies of it, 1 
fatter myſelf 1 have not treſpaſſed too _— 


on your friendly indulgence, 
_ 1 am, Dear Sir, 8 
With the moſt cordial eftcem, | | 
Your” $ ever, | 4: 
e 


the preſent reign. Jnflead of the pleaſin office. to tender his 


thanks and gratitude to his excellent friend ſor the kindneſs of 


his laſt letter, and his conſent to the publication of bis, Cc. the 


Editor is now called to perform, the laſt of frieadſhip by 
bearing his teſtimony to departed worth, of to offer here the 


uibute of his praiſe to the character of this rr Ras. 


Jan, 1906, 1805. Harz gn WT 


wy 
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Lerrin VI. 


From CA N — Eq; to the Rev. 0. 
e Wrvnx. 


Dear Sir, 


1 Certainly. do think very highly of the ſen- 
timent and fpirit of the Seceſſion Vindi- 
cated, and very much like the ſtyle and man- 
ner, though [ ſtill doubt whether a Seceſſion 
from Parliament ought to be made, unleſs - 
when it is time to declare that the wo | 
tion is diffolved, _ . / 737 

[ can do nothing 1 doubt at Norwich, 2 
but very little I am afraid at Ipſwich, No- 
thing can more ſtrongly ſhow the ſtate of the 
Preſs than that Bookſellers ſhould decline this 
pubcatign with the name of its author. 

If I am favoured with 20 or 25, perhaps I 
may haye ſome ſucceſs in circulating them in 
Bury and this neighbourhood, 

It is certainly, as you obſerve, leſs afflictive 
to loſe a friend by death than by deſertion of 
political ſentiment, and a change to a conduct 
adverſe to Freedom and the Conſtitution, and 
the Rights and Intereſts of Human Society. 

But I the more grieve for Mr. Grigby, as 
there was no fear that the Public. 4 loſe 
him, unleſs by death. I believe I might ſay 
no more than there is of their loſing you. 
Mr. Lloyd, I underſtand, is gone to Maid- 
ſtone Aſlizes as a Witneſs on a Subpzna, on OC» 
caſion 


* 
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caſion of the letter of Mr. Arthur Voung, 


un. 
I remain, Dear Sir, 
With great eſteem, 
Your's, very ſincerely, . | 
| CAPEL LOFTFT. * 


8 11th March; 1799. . 
— = — | 
LETTER VII. 


From Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. 70 the Rev. 
C. WryIIX. 


Dear Sir, : 
OUR firſt conveyed to me the exact ideas 
which your ſecond has done; nor do I 

think that the difference of our ſentiments j in 
the exiſting circumſtances of the Kingdom is 
of any the leaſt conſequence. Had, indeed, 
a Reform of Parliament taken place, and the 
Repreſentation been what it ought, a Seceſſion 
on our principles might have had the very 
beſt effects, both in aroufing the People from 
their apathy, and the Houſe from its ſervility. 
The Independent Conſtitution of our neigh- 
bours in Ireland is, I doubt, on the balance: 
F hear from Ireland that the patriotiſm of the 
oppoſers of the Union evaporates daily, By 
the bye, I much doubt their patriotiſm, and 
rather aſcribe their votes on that occaſion to 
felfifh motives of Borough Intereſt than to 
ought elte. When their SITE, is N. ours 
mut fan... Mrs. 


0 A Copy of the Editor's 5 to , which this - Me. Capel 
Lofft is an anſwer, has not been preſerved, 


661 


Mrs. Jebb to-day told me that ſhe began to 
regard Pitt as an heaven- born Miniſſer, an in. 
ſtrument in the hands of Providence, to bring 
about (unwillingiy, it is true) Reform: 
Conſtitutional Happineſs. Our worſt ſymp- 
tom at preſent is apathy. Rich men muſt be 
ſlaves. When Pitt has ſufficiently ſequeſtered 
our riches we may come to our ſenſes. 1 

Believe meme x | 

Tours, :fiacevely, 1 | 19195160 f 

ds xls 119 i209 Cell. WRAY , 

„The ſehtiments of this letter, in the Editor's jo Igmear, ane 
worthy: of this judicious Patriot - nom no more and,” in the 
main, they agree with the argument of the paper on 8 
in ſome ref; of no great importance there may be ſome varia- 
tion. — is needle(s pr cy 2 . 3 but it is not Alto 
gether! to oblery t. ght of Reſignation i 
not veſted by t Conflittioa in A lenker of . e 
Commons, He may, indeed, accept the office of Steward of the 
Chiltern Hundreds, and fo vacate his ſeat in Parliament, if the 
Crown' chuſes to confer it upon him; bat be cannot demand un 
appointtnent to thut, or any other office, av his right, und be 

eſſes nd other regulat means of ſutrendering his deputed t. 

a theſe reſpecte, fore, Seceſſion appears preferable to this 
precarious mode of retirement from Parlianicht ;' becauſe the 
Crown, though it may refaſe the Chiltern Hundreds, cannot 
re{lrain Seceſſion, and becauſe, after the Member has attended the 
call of the Houſe, and the conſent ot his Conftituents fas been 
obtained, he may decide, at his diſeretion, whether he ſhould, or 
leis poſible thar de e 

le 4s the country may again | ſtate of 
Aude and diſt traction, in aich Rewalbcios may appeat 
nearly unavoidable, It feems highly deſitable, therefore, that in 
ſach extreme cafes the means to prevent a diſſolution of Govern. 
ment. and a recurrence to force ſhould be found in the principles 
of the Conſtitution. If Sceeſſion, on emergencies of great extre- 
mity, may render that terrible remedy unneceffary, it ſhould, if 
it does not already form a part of the Conſtitution. But whether 
it de, or be not a meaſure ftrifly juffifiable upon conſtitutional 
— is not a queſtion to be here debated afreſh. It is ſuf- 
—— = . 46 ix of this volume, that 
may compare the reafonin at with the objections 
— in ſeveral of the che Pony g 
Bat another queſtion there is which may deſetve farther co +- 
Gderation, Seceſſion from Parliament may be granted to be a 


— 
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* >. LETTER Vi, 
| £20 i PULLEE, Of 7 Ih nei 
From LoRD ROREBY tothe Rev. C. WxVVIII. 
lt ee IO eee neue REF] Mages 
IEEE SIDSTE 01 71 „Has 187% arch, 109 | 
: Rev. Sir, 12 5 al 20 s O? F : deen 
Have received your favour of the 4 otii in- 
ſtant, as likewiſe ſix copies of the Secſſion 
Vindicated : I ſhall wit h great pleaſure diſ- 
tribute them. I moſt heartily wiſh that they 
may make the impreſſion and produce the ef- 
fect which right reaſon and the public good 
require that they ſhonddſß t. 
I ſhould have been: ſtrangely, ſurpriſed at 
what you mention concerning the Bockfellers 


tf; L 


" 
/ N a 0 


juſtifiable meaſure, but it may he repreſented as a ferble and inef. 
ficient meaſure, from which in gaſes, ſuch as thoſe already ＋ 
ſeribed, no benefit to the community can reaſonably be expected. 
And the late Seceſſion way be alleged as an example which ſuf- 
ficiently proves its inefficacy, and. ſtrongly forbids, any future 
experiment of the ſame kind. That the tailure of this laſt in- 
ſtance of Seceſſion has been complete in one ig thy and-that, by. 
no means unimportant, cannot. be denied: it failed, in the 
ſlighteſt ſen üble degree, to accelerate the elevation of the Scerding 
Members to power. Their diſappointment as candidate for 
pou er the Editor laments. If the door of the Cabinet had been 
thrown open to them, in conſequence of the impreſſion which 
their retirement from Parliament had made upon the public mind, 
he ſincerely believes that they would have made a wiſe and ge- 
nerous uſe of their power; that they would have rendered our 
national liberty more ſecure, becauſe, in that caſe, the ability 
would have been added to their undoubted wiſh to ſecure it. 
And yet in another view of the meaſure and its conſequences, 
and that a view of the greateſt importance, the late a ap- 
to have produced effects highly beneficial to the public. 

As candidates for power, the Sectdets failed ; as Patriots Arug- 
ling to avert great impending calamities, they certainly were in 
2 degree ſucceſsful, For it may be obſerved, that a change 
in the Cabinet was effected, and more moderate councils took 
place, that peace was made with France, and the oppreſſive laws 
paſſed by the influence of the preceding Miniſtry were ſuffered to 


expire, 


( 
of London, York, and Newcaſtle, if I had not 
before made up my mind about the ſtate of 
the times; but ſuch circumſtances are cer- 
tainly the very object meant and aimed at 
by ſome late proſecutions, Some men ſeem 
determined to attempt and hazard every thing 
in ſupport of hee own, power. W hither do 
all theſe things lead? It is amazing even to 
conſider or gueſs what will be the end and 
winding up of the whole, although ſome end 
there mult certainly one day be. 


I wiſh you health, n 
at and am, with ſincere reſpect, el fie 
1 your very obedient, 92180 3 11556 

; COVERS A and faithful ſervant. [3 


ROKEBY.. 
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expire, at no very diflant period after the Seceſſion, To what 
are thoſe happy changes to be aſcribed, not wholly, but yet in a 
very conſiderable degree? No doubt they may juſtly be aſcribed 
in part to the determined reſolution which the ers had ma- 
nifeſted to reſiſt oppreſſion, and to ſupport the rights of the com- 
munity to the utmoſt of their power; They had failed indeed to 
rouze the Parliament from its ſervility ; they had appealed in vain 
to the people; for a conſiderable time the majority of the nation 
continued ſtill ſunk in apathy. But in the year 1800, it became 
evident that the Seceders had gained ſtrength; at an eatly period 
in the following year diſtreſs and danger Pad thered round us, 
and had wrought for them in a more Faſible egree a change in 
the public opinion; at laft, in the Spring of 1801, they were on 
the point of being placed at the head of a Body of Petitioners 
more-numerous than that by which Lord North had been diſplaced, 
and peace had been obtained with America. Under thefecircumſtan- 
ces the Seceded Leaders became formidable to the retainers of the 
Court; to preveut their introduction to power, in conſequence of 
the increaſing diſcontent, and to ſecure the undue influence of the 
Crown from any danger of diminution by Reform, a partial change 
of men and meaſures became neceſſary : And thus the intereſt 

views of his Courtiets, combined with the humanity and beney 

lence of the Prince, to put an end, for @ time, to the ſyſtem 

war and internal coercion, which had ſo led the Nation 

to the moſt fatal extremities. Ta this view, therefore, the late 

Seceſſion was attended with ſucceſs, and the benefits which were 
thus obtained for the Community, ſurpaſs all calculation. 
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I LETTERIQY led 
From General Jon HATE 7 the Rev. C. 
5 ooh \ 0 th e Wrvirr. . bay VIOLES 
v0 4 ph? Tur PLANTAT108, March zcrb, 1599. 
| My Dear Sir, L 4 hilt os II T3. F7 *. op 
Thank you for the Pamphlet which L have. 

received from York. You have ſhown your: 
ſelf an able advocate for the Seceders, and a 
ſtrenuous opponent of thoſe who differ from 
them in opinion; but I queſtion whether Mr. 
Pitt and his friends will admit that they have 
been actuated by thoſe motives you impute to 
them in the proſecution of their meaſures ; 
be that/as it may, your endeavours are laudable 
for the attainment of Peace and the preſcrya- 
„ . 
Free hc of roots fs rot rt en 

With great regard, 
e 1 RP LICALAMT:.. ., 
- Your faithful, | 
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From SAMUEL SHORE, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
r WrVIIL. ada 
8 NokTox-HALL, March 20th, 1799. 

My Dear Sir, " 

T Approve very much the ſentiments in your | 
Pamphlet throughout, and alfo the argu- 

ment, which I think ingenious and more ſa- i 

„ dorde a pr. e tisfactory 4 


('85)) 


tisfabtory to me than any 1 bad betete ben . 


for I had my doubts on the meaſure of Seceſ. 
ſion. Strange are the times indeed, in Which 


ſuch. a Pamphlet cannot find a reſpectable 


Publiſher! 4 nod 


1 write « fon lines lo daft, to hy Lam | 


quite unconnected with Huddersfield and: 


dleworth, but will take care of the other 


places, and alſo of the remainder of Derby- 


ſhire, as Cheſterfield and Bakewell, &c. 1dare 


ſay the number you mention will be an ample 
ſupply, or ſome leſs, if you ſend by other means 
to the two places I have mentioned, as having 
no connection with them. The two copies 
ſent before only reached us a ſhort time ago, 
which. at him to the Aflizes 


from Mr. Lindſey, + 
Oar beſt remembrance attend Mrs. Wi 
"A ROIO eee ag 


ere 
From the Rev. Wiriian Woo ts th Rev. 


| n 

1 1 
Bat your 9 5 Lore thanks for your 
excellent defence of the preſent Seceſſion 


Nom Parliament, fix copies 
ceived by the 'Y ork Coach. I have diſtributed 


five” copies among ſuch friends as I thought 


at Derby, as we had already received o 


of which I re- 


F * 
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moſt likely to lend them to others, that the 


ſentiments addreffed by you to the Public | 
at this momentous 'crifis, may have as wide 


a cireylation as poſſible. In former times, [ 


ſhould have ſaid with confidence, that ſuch 


a publication muſt do much good; But, at 


prefent, 1 freely acknowledge I have little 
Hope. Such a general ſtupor prev ails among 


all ranks of men, undiſturbed by ſtimuli which 
would formerly have goaded them almoſt to 
madneſs, that I fear nothing is to be expected 
mort of political death, and that we are de- 
elining faſt to what Mr. Hume ſome where 
ealls the true Euthanaſia of the Britiſn Con- 


ſtitution. It ſeems to be almoſt the univerſal 


opinion that peace is not to be had upon any 
terms; and that war, however ruinous, muſt 


be ſubmitted to with patience as an evil with- . 


out remedy. Such is the dread ot being 
branded wih difaffeQtion and Jacbbiniſin, that 
the moſt enlightend and honeſt Friends to their 
King and Country date not venture to propoſe 


even a reſpectful Petition to the Throne ei- 


ther to diſmiſs the preſent — or to com- 


= - w-— 


lities, or leave 5 French Baar coy 
excufe, The Landed Intereſt, who muſt ſurely 


be immediately affected, are afleep, and the 
Commercial World is too niuch employed in 


preſent ſpeculations for profit-to-think:ofithiir 

2 or of Gftant ——— the 

ſelres. * 4 10 
From thromictuficn.et your Patophler-l am 


F ted 2 belli has fue by the 


IST» late 


"EP OS. 


4 


de 
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late ſevere Winter; but I hope it has not been 


materially affected. As to myſelf, I have un- 
dergone neatly a ſix months confinement... A 
ſevere Rheumatiſm, to me a new complaint, 


ſcatcely able to grapple with the former diſ- 
order, and their united force compleatly laid 


chamber a month, and I am now in rather a 
crippled ſtate. I look forward with impatience 
to the ſeaſon hen I may try the effect either 
of Buxton or Bath. I hope to have a better 
account of you and your?'s, and remaing, 


With hearty reſpect, Dear Sir, 
„eee, ee n of? 
„ Ann nenne i | W. WOOD.“ 
* This Diflenting Miniſter ſuccceided Dr. Priefiley in 


the Paſtoral Office at Leeds about the year 1773 ; and though fi 
rounded there by men zealons for all the f rities of the Rita 
bliſhed Chareb, as Dr. Prieſtley alſo found himſelf on his removal 
to a yet by prudence and a natural ſuavity of man- 
den, Mr. Wood was able in a great meaſute to conciliate the 
good will and eſteem of thoſe who differed fo widely from him in 
religious opinion: 1 thoſe times of irritation, in which 
the exem Champion of 'a rational mode of religion at Bir- 
mingham nearly fell a ſactifice to the rage of his Adverſarics, the 

ild and eautious chatader of his Succeffor at Leeds, though pro- 
fefling ſimilar principles, ſo far ſubdued the attimoſity of bis op- 
ponents, that he i from them no perſonal moleſtation. 

It is part of the praiſe alſo which juftly belongs to Mr. Wood, 
at he ſtands among the foremoſt of our Proteſtatit Diſſentere 
do have meothoury or adopred a Liturgy wholly freed from 
be impure allay of cohtroverfial matter mixed with the expteſ- 
ons of Chriſtian piety and benevolence. On theſe principles, 
hich are thoſe of , and Clarke, and Newton, the Litorgy of 
e Church of England had been before improved by the venerable 
indſey, and his worthy Succeſſot, Dr. Diſney, for the uſe of 
eit Con ion in Eſſex-Stteet. In their form of ſocial 
lip, the Chriftian will 6nd his peculiarities of opinion neither 

i nor condemned; bug if he be humble, benevolent, and pious, 
will be well ſatisfied to find there whatever can conduce to the 
mer purpoſe of an increaſe of his pious, benevolent, _— 


g — 


afflicted me much in the Autumn. My old 
enemy, the Gout, attacked me when I Was 


up, confined: me to my bed a fortnight, ta my 
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LETTER XII. Pl 


| Fron AG WALKER, Ef; to the Rey; 
C. WYViLiL. | 


* "140 Maxonterre, 70% Wy, vn 
Derr n 

Have many obligations? to you for the 705 
lieations you have at various times beefy 


kind as to ſend me; but there is none upon 
which I ſet a higher value than the Defenc 
of Seceſſion, Which I received a ſhort time 
ago. The peruſal has given me a melancholy 
pleaſure; for while it excites painful ſenſatior 
that the ſituation of the Country ſhould make 


ſuch a publication neceflary, it is a, very gre 
alleviation of thoſe ſenſations that, in time 
like the preſent, there is a man Who has ir 
trepidity enough to expreſs himſelf in the. be 


ble diſpoſition. In our excellent Litu , thus freed from cc 
troverſial matter, there is a noble fim jcity; an affeQiog e 
quence, and a venerable air of antiq LIST ſuited to excite ij 
beſt emotions of worſhip : and it will MI indeed for aj 
ate individual to compoſe another Li on yes ſame libe 
and candit{ pririziples, and capable of. — ual eff 
on the minds of men accuſtomed to revere that ey de voti 
But Proteſtant Diſſenters, 9 no ſuch prepoſſeſſion, might p 
| bably be led with leſs difficult AI adopt a / form of devotion vb 
their own Paſtor had compoſed with chat generalicy of lang 
which in ſocial worſhip both reaſon and religion require. a 
therefore, it was a truly laudable effort of zeal — of can 
in Mr.. Wood, that he thus compoſed, and in 5 bl Con rep 

that they adopted the reſpe cable Liturgy now uſed at 1 
. Chapel; and there they have exemplified a ſecond time, and 
der a eiern form, thoſe principles of Goſpel worſhip in the 
-titude of Goſpel language, from which Chriſtians never ſhc 
baye departed, The Editor is happy in this opportunity to « 
preſs his ſincere eſteem for his wonky Correſpondent, and to 
mY his grateful thanks for the kind manner in which he conles 
tis err fied be * 
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neſt, manly, and forcible manner which y 
have done. FP Os S 4 ER U 4 Art 
My Wife has lately received a letter from 
her Brother, in Which he mentions that no 
London Bookſeller of reſpectability will be- 


_ fore it is your intention to diſtribute it 
m through the medium of your friends. In 
| this place no one can be more proper than che 


| will with much pleaſure undertake to diſtri- 
pon bute- ſome, not only among the Friends of 
ene Freedom, but to a few honeſt men who have 
been nearly alarmed ont of their ſenſes. 
Vour ſympathy has, I aſſure you, been a 
cordial to me, Which greatly outweighs the 
unfeeling raneour of ſome weak and ill-judg- 
ing people. My health has been very indif- 
ferent for ſome months paſt, and my ſpirits 
have frequently not been unagitated; but my 
mind is, and I truſt in God ever will be un- 
broken, as I feel no criminality in being the 
victim of war, perſecution, and opprefſion, 
and I hope I am prepared to fuffer more than 
J have yer done, ſhould more fall to my lot. 
From the Abſtract of the Committee of 
Secrecy, which is all that I have yet ſeen, 
Mancheſter makes a very conſpicuous figure, 
though from all the information 1 have 
been able to obtain, and I have taken ſome 
pains upon the ſubject, the charges are with- 
out any foundation“. If it bad not been for 
1 M e Wh E 3 43 Bo? | Mr. 
* The Editor eived Correfpondent 
KEA ee e b ee 


of 


come the Publiſher of your Work, and there- 


ub. Gentleman you mention, Mr. George Lloyd. 


geport |, 
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Mr. Butterworth Bayley, of whom 1 make 
no doubt you have heard, and for a Spy and 
Informer of the name of Gray, (a ſecond 
Dann) I am perſuaded there would not have 
been even the ſhadow of a plot in this place: 
but I take it for granted that Mr. Pitt, beſides 
having an eye to his Tax on Income, means 
to adopt the ſame ſyſtem of terror and coer- 
cion in this Country which has lately been 
practiced in Ireland, ratet H | 
of the Committee of Secrecy, which is t00 important to be con. 
ccaled. There were eight perfons taken up in Mancheſter in 
1798, all charged. with taigh 'I'reaſon upon the information of 
Gray; one of them was confined in the New-Bailey Priſon in 
Mancheſter thirteen weeks, another the ſame period in the Cold- 
Bath- Fields Priſon in London, eight weeks of the time in a ſoli- 
tary cell. In the ſame Priſon, another man, with a large family, 
was confined two years; the other five were confined from a year 
and a half to three years, during which time they were frequently 
ex2mined by the Privy Countel; and at la were finally diſ- 
charged witheut either Trial or Remuneration,. During the firſt 
part of this confinement, their treatment was very rigorous, and 
their food very meagre and unwholeſome.“ — Such is the account 
given by Mr. Cowdroy, and confirmed to the Editor by Thomas 
Walker, Eſq; who repreſents Vir. Cowdroy to be a man of very 
good character; and that he is the father of the two young men 
who are firſt mentioned in the information. He is alſo the Print- 
er and Proprietor of the Mancheſter Gazette; the 2 in that 
place which is friendly to Liberty. The candid reader will probably 
agree with the Editor in the opinion that this ſlatement is intigded 
to credit; and that, in all probability, the hardſhips endured by 
theſe innocent men, without compenſation or redreſs, form but 
a ſmall part of the catalogue of unjuſt ſeverities ſuffered by the 
Friends of Reform about this time throughout the Country, from 
the vengeance of an atbitrary Adminiſtration, How pitiable 1 
the caſe of thefe unfortunate ſufferers ! How odiops is the conduR 
of their Perſecutors! How iniquitous is that ſuſpenſion of law 
which has protected the Opprefſors, and forbad the injured to 
ſeek that redreſs from a Jury which their Oppreſſors had refuſed | 
The Editor begs leave here to thank Mr. Walker for-his con- 
ſent that this letter, and the ſtatement which accompanies it, ſhould 
be publiſhed ; and in ſtrong terms to expreſs that eſteem which he 
feels for a character ſo aifinguiſhed by vigour, patriotic zeal, 
and fortitude, under his uamerited ſuſſeringas. 
| 44 | N Had 
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Had that honeſtand virtuous man, the late 
Doctor John Jebb been alive, how miſerable 
would he have been ta have found his pre- 
dictions reſpecting Mr. Pitt ſo completely ve- 
rified! The laſt time I ſaw the Doctor was 
in. July 1785, when the Coalition being afub- 
je& of our, converſation, the evils of iel 
dignation, he ſaid that Lord North, whoſe. 
conduct he very juſtly reprobated, was, po- 
litically, the worlt man living, except one. 
I aſked the name of that one: the Doctor 
anſwered “ William Pitt,” and added,“ I ſhall 
* not live long, you probably may; and if yo 
* do, you will ſee him go N lengtlis to 
% deſtroy. the remaining Liberties of this ' 
Country than any Miniſter ever did before 
him; in my opinion he will prove the molt. 
dangerous man this Country ever gave birth, 
6 to,” hon”, 5 24 * , 

It may be a crime. to write the above facts, 
but in England it is not yet one to read 
them; otherwiſe the communications ſhould 
not have been ade. 

With the higheſt ſentiments of teſpect and 
eſteem, believe me, | | 
Dear Sir, 
Very ſincerely and 
| very truly your's 


THOMAS WALKER. 


. 
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LETTER XIII. 


From F1LMER HoNnywoop, Eſq. M. P, to the 
Rev. e WrVIII. 
Dear Sir, 5 


7 OUR pamphlet, forwarded to me by my 

reſpectable friend, Lord Rokeby, has af 
forded me ſo much pleaſure in the peruſal of 
it, that altho' retired from public ute, and al- 


molt withdrawn from Society by a weak ſtate | 


of health, impaired by continual public exer- 

tion, I cannot refuſe myſelf the ſatisfaction of 

returning you my ſincere thanks. I conceive. 

that the exertions of cool and temperate men. 

reaſoning with mavly firmneff, can alone bring 

back the public mind to a due ſenſe of the real 

ſituation of the Country, and open' their eyes. 

to the danger moſt of all to be dreaded, the 

loſs of their juſt rights, and We vital firk of | 
the Conſtitution *. 

I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
With much reſpect, Toh 

Your nene ſervant, £15 eg 

LyxNsTED Loncz, April 12th, 1799 · FB 

This mort letter is written in the ſpirit of rational Patio 


tiſm, and in ev &, but his partiality to the Editor's 
formance, is —— worthy of its diſtin 2 — author, Filmer 
Hopwood, Eſq; the Heir of General wood, the 
entative of Kent, and a Martyr to the Cauſe of Conſtitutional 
Liberty. In repeated conteſts, except in one inſtance, his Elec - 
tions for that County were carried 1 in oppoſition to 


the powers of undue influence, exerted againit arg _—_ the 


Adminiſtrations of Lord North and the iniſter reſent 
day. The fatigue attending thoſe firuggles has * ed his 


ſtrength, and has impaired his health to a degree which leaves his 


friends little hope of his ce appearance in Parliament. * not 
in 
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- Brin Riemann RtyNoOLDs, Bla; to the MW! 
Ne. C. Wrvite. 


Faxron, near gr. Neor' n nee rissen, 
| ay 10th, 799. 
Sir, DS 


1 very much gattered by your We 
remembrance of me in deſiring our wor- 
thy friend, Mr. Lindfey, to convey to me ſome 
few copies of your late Pamphlet. It abounds 
with important truths, and mult convince all 
unprejudiced perſons of the dangerous conſe- 
quences of the preſent War, and that they 
are likely 79. prove fatal to our Liberty and 


in vaio bay Patriot willin ſuffered the loſs of health, 
to a g the Libertics of his Country. The eſteem 
md fe of che Poblic have followed him to his retirement ; 

and his deliping dep 2ys are ceared, even under the aflliction of 
habitual indiſpolition, by the filent teſtimony of his own mods 

ving — — and antici the ſu 
which — Tarts generous men, devoting themſelves to the 
Cauſe of Pubiic — muſt ultimately ſecure. But after the 
Editor has recorded the virtuous exertions, and the ſufferiogs of 
Mr. F. Honywood, which were the unavoidable conſequences of 
thoſe abuſes and corruptions of the Conſtitution, which he had 
conſtantly combared, his mind naturally turns to times paſt, 
and to the recollection of his Kinſman, General Hony In 


his youth, ſoon/after his ſettlement in Eſſex, the Editor was ho- 


noured with a ſhare in his friendſhip, which he continued to 
ſeſs after his removal into Yorkſhire, in middle age, till the death 
of 'General 22 This gallant Officer fought with 


great yr. per eſs, the Rebel Highlanders at 
me, and And to the courage and fire of a 
* — he added the humane virtues of a benevolent 
and diſpoſition, and a firm attachment to the Cauſe of | 
Civil and Nei igious Liberty. 
To Mr. Vilmer Honywood the Editor returns his 

thanks: for his conſent that this_letter ſhould be publiſhed, and 

for the opportunity thus afforded him to ſatisfy his feelings by 
doing . org and to ths memory of his gallant Re- 


| our 
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our Conſtitution, The various infringements 
of our freedom, by the preſent tneaſures pur-- 
ſued, mult be particularly painful to a Patriot 
who has perſeveringly laboured for a ſeries of 
years to preſerve our juſt and legal Rights. 
It is a deplorable ſubject. to reflect on, that 
the Gentry of the Aſſociated Counties 
throughout England, particularly thoſe of 
the great County of York, (once ſuch zea - 
lous Friends of Liberty, when, you was their 
active Chairman) ſhould in the, courſe of a 
few years have abandoned their principles, 
and have followed the example of the Grand 
Apoſtate, whoſe. portrait is well drawn by 
you. IN 24 5 4 To 81 „ant Fort 
I hope, Sir, that the hand of Power will 
not be uſed to moleſt you for your very free 
and ſevere, but moſt true and juſt obſervations. ' 
on the Public Adminiſtration. That you may 
enjoy uninterrupted health and complete ſa- 
tisfaction of mind in having choſen to comply 
with the dictates of duty, at the hazard of per- 
ſonal ſafety, is the earneſt wiſh of him who 
is with the higheſt regard and eſteee m 
Your moſt obedient ſervant. 
RICHARD REYNOLDS.* 


The Son of Biſhop Reynolds, and the friend of Mr. Maſon ; 
but untioRared with Church prejudice, and neither duped by Mi- 
niſterial artifice, nor intimidated by the contagious frenzy of the 
times, Mr. Reynolds now ftands alone the py. of Political 
Reformation in the County he reſides in, once diſtinguiſhed for 
its zeal in the Cauſe of Liberty, Deſerted by its fotmer friends, 
expoſed- to ealomny, diſappointed of the of Public Good, 
and depreifed with a heavy loag of domeſtic aMiRion, he yet 
ſupports his mind with becoming fortitude, and by his enample 
and his encouragimg appprobation, animates others to a fi 
courſe of honeſt perſeverance, How reſpectable is the privacy of 
the aged Patriot thus benevolently affeRjoned, thus SN 

em 
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red Gn Cheered by the conſolations of a rational «nin, he prices 
1 by th the conſcious reditude of his mind, he | 
-he recommentds;-and Texps 
— ys Grandeur may envy, but never — =" "hd | 


The Editor requeſts Mr. Reynolds to accept his grateful thanks 
for his a bo to 15 bliſh this letter 1 the kind 


which accompanies} hid/cohſent, * bore proofs of 
his in the long — of their — pondence, ef 

which he feels nothing to regret, but that the chances of life, 

the ſimilarity of their wiſhes and purſuits, and . active con- 

— in che ſame political ab have nertt proved ſo for. · 


ag ip; ken to make bim anne. 
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Containing the ED1TOR's Correſpondence with 
CuARLES Pol HILL, Eſq; EARL STAN- 
HOPE, &c. in 1800, on County Meeting 


propoſed in Kent. 
LETTER I. 
From C. Por HILL, Eſq; to the Rev. C. WrviLL. 


'Dear-Sir, 
Y this time I ſuppoſe you will have read 
the Miniſter's anſwer to Bonaparte's let - 
ter to his Majeſty, Lord S. called here laſt 
night with it, and brought a Petition to our 
High Sheriff, which I altered, and he agreed 
to; but not being quite ſatisfied with ſome 
parts of his, I drew up this morning the in- 
cloſed Addreſs*, which, with ſome very im- 
material alterations, he did me the honour to 
approve of, and deſired me to ſend it to you, 
which I ſhould certainly have done otherwiſe, 
It will be in the Papers in a few days, if the 
Sheriff accept; if he does not, by a Call from 
ſeven Freeholders, according to the Act. 
Wiſhirg this year and this century may end 
with happier and more favourable omens than 


For this Addreſs ſee the Preliminary Papers of this Volume. 
| we 


(77) 


we have reaſon to expect, and if not that the 
19th century may. begin with better auſpices 
than this will then conclude with, and with 
multos et felicer to all in whom you imereſt 


vourſelf, 
\ am, Dear Sir, 


* EY your! 3 
C. FOLKILL. 


p. 8. $i quid noviſti reQus iltis, 1 
Candidus i N ſi non his utere nobis. 


'. The Editor is much honoured by the confidence which this 
Veteran Advocate for SES pleaſed to place in him, 
allowing him to bliſs his as in his diſcretion he j 
to be-proper r his grateful acknow 
4 Me. Pola eden courſe in the year 
- 2745s when —— at Maidſtone in fi 
F of the Pore Svecſſon, then by the 

of the Highlanders in Scotland; and fince that time he 
— — part in all political meaſures agitated 
* 22 — 3 ht which Aae! 8, 

ie e family, 1 i 
berty, and as a Patriot . an . —ͤ—ͤ— Wo 
. fincere and ardent wiſh to what — 
Cauſe of his Country, and t gun intereſt of mankind. 

The Anceftor of Mr. Follhift, nearly at the cloſe of the Reign 
of King Willi, ated on the ſame principles, aod with the ſane 
unge and reſolution, when he promoted the Kentiſh Petition, 
and {tained the violence of an arbitrary Houſe of Commons. 
Diſpleaſed at the freedom with which the Juſtices of the Peace 
| and Grand Jury of Kent had remonſtrated againſt their factious 
JED Houſe treated their Petition as a Libel, and 
| unprecedented ftretch of its power, Mr. Polbill and the 
other Kentiſh Gentlemen by whom the Petition hal been pre- 
ſented, were committed to Priſon, in which they lay till the pro - 
rogation of Parliament. had the ſatisfaction, however, 
know, that the rigour of the Houſe was condemned by 
Nation; while their conduct was applauded, and themſelves were 
-  eareſſed in their Priſon, er er- rn 
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ESE EE 


ws tbe Rev. C. re 10 CHARLES. 
Por HILL, Eſq. 


BURTON- BELL, Jan. 1375. 1800, 
'-— BEDALE. 


Dear Sir, 

1 Have juſt received your favour of the 8th 
1 inſtant, which has been unfortunately de- 
layed two or three days for want of being 
directed to my Poſt Town, which is Be- 
dale. I am much obliged, to you and Lord 
| Stanhope for your early communication of 
the Addreſs intended to be ſent to the High 
Sheriff of Kent, which has my entire appro- 
| bation, But whether the principal Gentle- 
men in Yorkſhire who think as we do, that 
the late overture for Peace which Buonaparte 
has been wiſe enough to make ought to have 
been accepted by the Britiſh Cabinet, are will- 
ing to engage in calling a Meeting of the 
County of York upon the ſubject, is more than 
know. I will however loſe no time in writing 
to them upon it; and will let you and Lord 
Stanhope know the reſult of, my application. 
The power of the Crown is increaſed to a de- 
gree far exceeding what it was in the Ame- 


rican War; and before ſuch a ſtep be taken 


as that propoſed by Lord Stanhope and your- 
ſelf, it ſeems expedient to concert as exten- 
ſive an union of well-diſpoſed perſons as poſ- 
ſible, in order to have ſome chance of ſucceſs. 
Attempts of this kind by ſingle Counties, 
or even * ſeveral Counties, without a 25 
and 


69 
and deciſive majority in each County, I fear 
will do no good ta che Cauſe of Peace ak 


Liberty. 
| I Many wih 50m, al beahh and 
happineſs, and am, with great regard, 
* horny Ig . 
| C. WYVILL, 


iN; 805 LETTER III. e 

From the Rev: E WrvitL . bau 
=o ' STANHOPE. 1 

| Bun ron-Harr, Jas. 15 1855. 


My Dear Lord, 
| fury you for the early communicates of 
your intended Addreſs to the High-Sheriff 
of the County of Kent, which has my ap- 
probation and individual concurrence to the 
utmoſt extent of my power. But whether 
our friends in Yorkſhire will be willing to 
co-operate with zeal, whether co-operation 
in Londan and in other parts of the Kingdom 
may be expected, are queſtions to which I am 
vot at preſent prepared to return an anſwer. 
With this view, bowever, to aſcertain theſe 
neceſſary points as far as I can, I will inſtantly 
write to my Correſpondenta, and let _—_ 
Lordfhip now the reſult . 
But before that reſult can be known; ty 
Lord, would it not be well to.allow: yourſelf 
a little time, not to pauſe, but perſonally to 
apply to the principal Friends of Liberty in 
London and the — rr and 


..to 
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to concert with them what may be beſt to be 
done? No one knows better than your Lord- 
ſhip that the power of the Crown has re- 
ceived an immenſe increaſe ſince we firſt ſtood 
forth together to check its increaſe, With- 
out an almoſt unanimous application to the 
Crown from the diflerent Towns, Cities, and 
Counties of the Kingdom, ſucceſs is not to be 
expected; Miniſters will truſt to their influ- 
ence in Parliament; and a negative by their 
advice will too probably be given to the Peti- 
tions of a few Counties and Places, however 
rational, however reſpectful to the Crown, 
and bowever manifeſt their tendency may be 
to promote the intereſt of the Country, and 
even to preſerve its internal tranquillity. 

Be aſſured, my dear Lord, I do not throw 
out theſe cautious ſuggeſtions fot any other 
- purpoſe: than to ſecure ſucceſs to what my 
heart ſo thoroughly approves. We are now 
in the middle of Winter; a new campaign 
cannot be opened for ſeveral months: there 
is time for counſel and previous arrangements; 
and it is, in my judgment, of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence to the Public not to diſcourage the 
Popular Party, not to exhauſt their ſtrength 
by movements not ſufficiently. combined, or 
not combined to a ſufficient extent. 
With my beſt wiſhes for your health, hap- 
pinels — ſucceſs in all your virtuous at- 
tempts to accelerate Peace, and ſecure; by 
peaceful, means our Conſtitutional OI, 

I am, my Dear Lord, 8 
Ever moſt faichfully vour'h, 
C. WVXVILL. 


* ke 1. 
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LETTER V. 


From the Rev. 0. WyviLtr % Wm, Wiichr⸗ 
be Eſq; and other Yorkſhire e 
0 
| aun cow, Jan. 130. 100. 
Dear Sir. 


"Pa morning I received from Mr. Polhill . 
of Kent a letter containing a copy of ani 

Addreſs to the High-Sheriff of that County, 

requeſting him to call a Meeting of the 

County to petition the King to avail himſelf 

of the late oyerture by the Government of 

France to negociate an honourable and equit- 

able Peace. The Addreſs is well worded ; and 

I underſtand it was drawn up in concert with 

Lord Stanhope, by whoſe deſire Mr. Polhill 

ſent it to me. If the High- Sheriff ſhould de- 

cline. calling the County together, they ſeem 
determined to invite the Freeholders and 
other Inhabitants to meet in the way pres 
{ſcribed by law in ſuch caſe. 

My anſwer adviſed them to take time, to 
uſe caution, and to endeavour by previous 
concert and arrangement to obtain as exten- 
ſive a co-operation as poſſible; at the ſame 
time I promiſed to communicate their propo- 
ſition to the principal Friends of Peace and 
Conſtitutional Liberty with whom I have the 
happineſs to be connected. 

In purſuance of this promiſe, I take the ear - 
lieſt opportunity in my power to convey this 
intelligence to you. And I requeſt that you 
will favour me with your opinion, whether it 

8 is — 4 
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is probable that a ſimilar propoſition would 
meet with effectual ſupport, iſt in Yorkſhire, 
2d in the Kingdom at large. Without havin 

good reaſon to believe, not only that' the 
Freeholders of this County would generally 
concur with us in ſuch a meaſure, but alſo, 
that it would have the approbation of the 
major part of the Nation, 1 conceive that it 
would be worſe than uſeleſs to call a Meet- 
ing of this County. On the other hand, if 
the Public is ready for the meaſure both in 
Yorkſhire, and in other parts of the King- 
dom, there ſeems to be a good opportunity 
to come forward, as we ſhould certainly have 
{trong grounds to ſtand on. 

My beſt wiſhes attend you ; and I am, with 
great regard, 

Dear Sir, 
Your's ever moſt fincerely, 


C. WYVILLE. 


To Walter Fawkes, Eſq. 
H. Duncombe, Eſq. Sir R. Milbanke 
W. Strickland, Eſq. Sir W. Milner 
W. Wrightſon, Eſq. Jonathan Walker, Eſq. 
R. S. Milnes, Eſq. S. Crompton, Eſq. 
James Milnes, Eſq. - Gen. Hale 
Sir T. Gaſcoigne J. Vorke, Eſq. 
Chriſtr. Wilſon, Eſq. H. Peirſe, Eſq. 
S. Shore, Eſga. PF. Hickes, Eſq. 


Alſo, nearly the ſame to 


Rev. T. Lindſey R. Fenwick, Eſq. 
Lord Lanſdowne Bigge, Eq. 
The Hon. T. Erſkine 
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LETTER v. 
From W. WxrcnTsoN, Eſq; the Rev. C. 
Wrvirr. 


CusworTn, 137 Fan, 1800. 


My Dear Sir, 
NTIL ſome oppoſition to the meaſures 
of the King's Miniſters can be revived 
in Parliament, I look with ſlender hopes to 
any efforts that can be made in the Country. 
Parliament is the organ from which the 
Country is accuſtomed to receive its tone; 
and though not the perfect organ one could 
wiſh, the arguments that will operate on the 
minds of the People mult originate there. 
Conſidering the Seceſſion, even in the way 
you have conſidered it, as an Appeal to the 
People, it muſt be admitted that it has failed ; 
and though in ſome caſes it might have been 
productive of the belt effects upon the grounds 
you have ſo well diſcuſſed, yet in this inſtance 
I fear it is too evident that the confidence of 
the Country in the oppolition has not been in- 
creaſed; and I am convinced that any attempr 
to take the ſenſe of the Freeholders, till there 
appears to be a very great change in the ſen- 
timents of the Landed or Commercial Inte- 
reſt, or both, would be in the higheſt degree 
impolitic. Jam, Dear Sir, 
þ Very faithfully your's, 8 
W. WRIGHTSON “. 


y this anſwer of his excellent friend, Mr, tſon, the 
truth and accuracy of the Editor's 'repreſentatian to Mr. Polhill 


and Lord Stanhope in the next letter, —— RS 
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LETTER VI. 


From the Rev. C. WVVIII to CHARLES 
PoLniLL, Eſq. 


Bus Ton Halt, Jan. 24h, 1800. 
My Dear Sir, 


Have received eleven anfwers from York- 
ſhire Gentlemen, and three from Gentle- 
men of the Counties of Durham and Northum- 
berland, whom I conſulted on the ſubject of 
your intended application to the High-Sheriff 
of Kent. I am ſorry to inform you they are 
all clearly of opinion, that it would at preſent 
be imprudent to call the Freeholders of the 
reſpective Counties together, to conſider the 
propriety even of a Petition for Peace. It 
| ſeems however to be the general opinion, that 
the diſtreſs of the Country has been greatly 
increaſed by the War in the courſe of the laſt 
year ; that the delire for Peace is becoming 
ſtronger every day; and that the lapſe of a 
few months, or poflibly a few weeks, may 
bring on that criſis of Public opinion in which | 
Petitions may be propoſed with the beſt hopes 
of general concurrence and ultimate ſucceſs. 
I beg that you and Lord Stanhope will be- 
lieve, that the Gentlemen I have conſulted on 
this occaſion are perſons in whoſe judgment 
and zeal for the Common Cauſe I do entirely 
rely; my opinion is alſo the ſame as theirs ; 
| but 
Meeting, on account of the back wardneſa of the County of York 
to co-operate with the County of Kent at that time, is ſufficiently 


aſcertained. The anſwers of his other Correſpondents, thereforg, 
though preſerved, are thought not neceſſary to be inſerted here. 
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but if it were not, if I judged differently of 
the temper of this County, and of the King- 
dom. yet after their declared opinion of the 
neceſſity for a little longer patience, it would 
be utterly impoſſible for me to take a ſingle 
ſtep in the buſineſs, towards bringing on Pub- 
lic Meetings in the North of England, fo long 
as this Body of our moſt diſtinguiſhed Frie 

are diſinclined to concur. And | will indulge. 
the hope that you, Lord Stanhope, and your 
friends in Kent, will ſuſpend your application 
to the Sheriff till there is a proſpect of a pow- 
erful co-operation, — iſt in London, ad in 
Yorkſhire and the other Northern Counties, 
who are only waiting for the proper moment 
to come forward. 

Allow me to obſerve, chat although 1 moſt 
cordially approve the matter of your Addreſs, 
yet I wiſh abe Jubabitants of the County may not 
be requeſted to meet, as I conceive it will 
more tend to raiſe jealouſies than to increaſe 
your ſtrength at Maidſtone, But be this as 
you and Lord Stanhope may judge beſt; I will 
only add, that I am quite certain no ſuch call 
of the Inhabitants at large would be adopted 
in Yorkſhire. 

With great regard, 1 remain, 
Dear Sir, 
Moſt faithfully your's, 
| C. WYVILL, 


F 3 LETTER 


(86) 


LETTER VII. 


From CnanLes Pol HILL, Eſq; 40 the Rev. 
| C. WyviLL. 


Sir, 


1 Niebel your wiſe ind friendly letter; and 
ſhall adviſe my Lord to ſtop. A few words 
convince me the word Inhabitants was put in 
totally againſt my judgment and inclination. 
But 1 will take care it ſhall be in no letter 
that I will ſign.— He is the man to bring (at 
2 proper time) ſuch a thing forward —We 
could not do any thing without him.—l have 
not ſtrength of body and mind ſufficient for 
the taſk.—I am now near 75, and have long 
laboured under a complaint which is gradually 
wearing out. But life wears with it. Living 
quite retired, and converſing more by letter 
than perſonally with ſome of the firſt perſons 
of integrity and public ſpirit in this Kingdom, 
F certainly ought and do moſt willingly ſub- 
ſcribe to their opinion, and ſhall recommend 
that we lie on our oars. Aſſure yourſelt and 
your friends that we will do nothing with- 
out, or contrary to their opinion. I do not 
know the motives of others. 
I have but one view, the preſervation of 
this glorious Conſtitution, and the happineſs 
and welfare of mankind at large. 
Tam, with eſteem and regard, Rev. Sir, 

Your faithful and 

molt obedient ſervant, 

C. POLHILL. 


LETTER 


Jan. oth, 1800. 
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LETTER VIII 


From EARL STANHOPE to the Rev, C. 
Wrvitt, 5 


Crermneodivagal Feb. "Ty 1809. 


My Dear Wyvill, 


Have been in Town, and have executed 

your commiſſion; and the reſult is as fol- 
lows: ſome perſons. are very ſanguine about 
Couuty Meetings on the ſubject of Peace. 
Others are of a different opinion as to' the 
probable reſult ; and fo far as I can judge, 
the reſpective opinions are founded on the re- 
ſpective obſervations of the individuals which 
I allude to, One opinion, however, ſeems 
more general; and that is a wiſh for the People 
to call the Meetings thbemfebves ; nor do I diſ- 
agree. to this idea, ® china have ſet my 
name to the Kent Requiſition. I particularly 
aſked Mr. Fox what he thought had beſt be 
done in Yorkſhire, as to calling the Freebolders = 
only, or the other Inhabitants alſo. He is moſt 
clearly for the latter mode, Perhaps, your 
beſt way will be, for you (without mentioni 
any per ſon s name) to aſk. him, from nicole 
his opinion about it, that you may be the 
more convinced he does not ſay this out of 
civility merely. 

There is a middle mode, and that is the 
calling the Houſeholders. To this I ſhould 
have no objection, if others have not, But 
as for calling the Freebolders only, the idea is 
quite ſcoured ORs Apo all think the 2 

Ws. 4 C 
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the Freeholders, from which Kent ſe 
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lic wiſh for Peace, though now torpid. I ne- 
ver ſaw Mr. Fox ſo well in his health at any 
time as at preſent. I went over to Holland 
Houſe on purpoſe to pals a morning with 
him and his excellent Nephew. He told me 
he had heard from you. 

Some perſons in the City of Weſtminſter 
wiſh for a Meeting in Weſtminſter. But 
what is of molt conſequence is, that it is not 
quite unlikely that a meaſure will take effect, 
which, Fit ſhould, will produce more union 
amongſt the Friends of Peace than any which 
has been thought of yet. r 

Give me one line to ſay this is duly received, 
and believe me, K . 

| Dear W. 
| Moſt cordially and affectionately your's *, 
2 Earl Stanhope's ee is wanting in chis letter ; and it is 
wanting alſo in ſome other letters which at various times have been 
received from his Lordſhip by the Editor. It is needleſs to re- 
mark the accommodating fpiritin which this letter appears to have 
been written!: It is ſufficiently obvious; aud it is not leſs ſo, that 


a diſpofition exiſted in the Counties adjoining to the Capital, to 
adhere to the practice of 2flembling the Inhabitants, which in ſe- 


veral inſtances thoſe Counties had recently adopted. In Kent this 


diſpoſition ſeemsnot to have been very prevalent ; and the objections 
of Mr. Pelhill and his friends might have induced their noble 
Leader to change his plan, and to _ to the mode of aſſembling 

dom, and the diſtant Coun- 
ties never had deviated, or nearly ſo. But in Surrey and Mid- 
dleſex a more deciſive preference was given to the mote numerous 
Meetings of the Inhabitants: and even the influence of Mr. Fox 


probably would have been exerted in yain, had he choſen to exert 


it to bring back thoſe Counties to the more limited, but cuſtomary 
ptactic of the Counties at a greater diflance from London. 


- 


LETTER 


(8%) 
| LETTER IX. 
Fron the Rev. C. Wrvitl. to Fan; 3 
STANHOPE, 


; BunTOn- -HALL, Fes. 84, 1869 


My Dear Lord, 


OUR letter of the th inſtant gave me 

the greateſt pleaſure. The ſmall increaſe 
of the Minority on Mr. Fox's attending on 
Parliament again had been a diſappointment 
to me. Your Lordſhip's lerter revived my 
hopes. I ſee your journey to London has 
been productive of ſome happy conſequences z 
and I hope for more, I have at various times 
thrown our to a noble friend of yours, ſtrong 
wiſhes for an union between him and the 
Great Man with whom you lately ſpent a 
morning. Could that be effected, a Revolu- 
tion would not be to be apprehended ; at leaſt 
not ſo much as it muſt be dreaded while a diſ- 
jointed Oppoſition are unable to put a ſtop to 
the mad career of Miniſters ; for they and 
their ſyſtem, in my opinion, are infinitely 
more dangerous to the Peace, as well as to 
the Freedom of the Country, than any other 
men, or any other ſyſtem which has been 
avowed in England. I flatter myſelf what you 
allude to in yours, has {ome relation to thoſe 
two excellent perſons, and ſhall rejoice to hear 
that what you now think not unlikely to hap- 
pen, has actually taken place; I mean the union 
of two men who are both the moſt able and 
the moſt willing to controul the A 
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this wild Adminiſtration to drive England to 
a Revolution. 

I intend very ſhortly either to write to Mr. 
F. upon the ſubje& you mention, or elſe to 
explain myſelf farther upon it to your Lord- 
ſhip, and ſend him a copy of my letter. Per- 
haps this laſt will be the beſt way of doing it. 

Accept my beſt wiſhes, and believe . 

My dear Lord, 5 | 
With moſt cordial regard, 


Your's ever, 
2 WYVILL. 
N. B. I ſee no reaſon to think your letter 
had been opened. It W had not been 
delayed. — 1 


LETTER X. 


From the Rev. C. WrviL to EARL 
, | STANHOPE. . 


Bun rox-HALL, Feb, 12h, 1800. 


My Dear Lord, | 
AM not ſurpyiſed that your Lordſhip found 
many of our friends in London eager for 
Meetings in the County of the Inhabitants at 
large. 

But though their opinion is reinforced by 
the much greater authority of Mr. Fox, I feel 
that I owe it to the Public Cauſe to ſtate my 
reaſons for continuing to think, that in the 
preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, it will be prudent 
not to depart from the uſual line of invitation. 
For that is the ſenſe in which I wiſh to be 

underſtood. 
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underſtood. _ In - Weſtminſter, Marybone, 
Pancras, the Tower Hamlets, Chelſea, Green- 
wich, Kenſington, and alſo in the Cities of 
Lork, Durham, and many others, it has 
been uſual for the Inhabitants to meet; they 
often have done it formerly; and recently 
they did it on the ccaſion of paſſing Petitions 
againſt the Slave Trade. I therefore ſhould 
rejoice to hear of Meetings in all thoſe places 
of the whole Collective Body. It is poſſible 
the time may come when ſimilar Meetings in 
the Counties may be expedient; and that time 
will be arrived, as I conceive, when Petitions 
paſſed by the major part of the Counties in 
the uſual manner have been preſented in vain. 
It will then remain for the Counties to take 
the laſt ſtep allowed by the law, and to call 
in the aid of the Inhabitants at large to add 
weight to the requeſts already tendered inef- 
fectually by the Freeholders. But why not 
begin, I ſhall be aſked, in that method. which 
I acknowledge will add ſtrength to the Peti- 
tioning Freeholders at the period alluded ro? 
Becauſe I think the departure from the ac- 
cuſtomed mode, at preſent, would not tend 
to ſtrengthen, on the contrary, it would, as 
J apprehend, weaken: the Party in the more 
diſtant Counties eſpecially, who with to pre- 
ſent Petitions. I judge it would weaken us 
from what paſſed in the North in 1795 and 
1797+ 

At the firſt of theſe periods, Meetings in 
the Counties were beld to petition in ſupport 
of the Bill of Rights; they were called in the 
uſual form; yet lach was the apprehenſion of 

| | tumulr, 
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tumult, that our Adverſaries found it an eaſy 
buſineſs to raiſe a clamour againſt us, and run 
us down as a ſet of Traitors and Incendiaries, 
who aimed at nothing leſs than the introduc- 
tion of Anarchy and Confuſion, for the pur- 
poſe of overturning the Government by 
King, Lords, and Commons. At the ſecond 
of theſe periods, the wiſh for Peace was ge- 
neral: yet ſuch was the ſtill- remaining dread 


of a Civil War, and a Republican Revolu- 


tion in the manner of France, that, after 
ſeveral previous Meetings held at York, it 
was found impoſſible to gain the confidence 
of the Public in tlis County; at leaſt, it was 
impoſſible to gain it to a ſufficient degree to 
warrant the prudence of a County Meet- 
ing, though propoſed in the uſual form, 
and in the moſt moderate language. As 
far as I can judge, this extreme apprehen- 
ſion of danger from Popular Meetings in the 
Counties is conſiderably abated. A new fear 
has in ſome meaſure taken its place, and pro- 
bably will increaſe with the increaſing diſ- 
treſſes of the Country. I mean the fear of a 
Military Government eſtabliſhed on the ruin 
of Property, as well as of Public Freedom. 
I truſt that in a ſhort time, probably in the 
courſe of the current year, this ſalutary 
fear, and the juſt concern to preſerve the 
Conſtitution, will have ſo far increaſed as to 
enable us to cope with the whole ſtrength of 
the Miniſter in this and many other Counties, 
provided we take the uſual courſe of calling 
the Freeholders. But ſhould we innovate in 
our call, and ſummon the Inhabitants at large, 
"+4 | we 
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be ſhould furniſh the friends of the Miniſter 
with the means to excite again the clamour 
of the Country : again we ſhould be treated 
as Traitors and Incendiaries ; and the calumny 
would be again believed by many who might 
have joined, or at leaſt might not have 
oppoſed us, if an innovation in the call 
had not renewed their alarm. But the 
very ſame perſons, if once they ſhall have 
joined in our Petitions, will reſent their rejec- 
tion, and more readily approve any legal 
meaſure, however ſtrong, which promiſes to 
add weight to their repeated remonſtranees. 
In the American War, the Petitions of 
the Freeholders were allowed to have had a 
deciſive effect; and they had it, becauſe they 
were nearly unanimous, In a ſhort time the 
ſame unanimity will again be found to pre- 
vail in that Great Body, and their applications 
will then have, I hope, equal influence with 
Parliament. But if we raiſe jealouſies among 
them, eſpecially among thoſe of greateſt pro- 
perty, by calling in the Collective Body, no 
one can ſay that County Meetings im that caſe 
will have the ſame good effect. And what 
calamities may reſult from ineffectual Peti- 
tions of the People, it were impoſlible to enu- 
merate; but it is plain they would be very 
eat. | | 
We ſay, and we ſay truly, that we wiſh to 
ſupport the Conſtitution on its true princi- 
ples; that we wiſh by pacific means alone to 
check the Miniſter's ſyſtem of Foreign War 
and Internal Coercion; and that a Revolution 
in our opinion can only thus be prevented. 
| But 


. 
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But ſurely we ſhall act moſt conſiſtently with 
theſe declarations, and be beſt entitled to credit, 
by not departing from the uſual mode of 
ſummoning the Freebolders only; till the 
haughty rejection of their requeſt ſhall con- 
vince them generally that they muſt call in the 
aid of the Inhabitants as the laſt legal meaſure 
which can add energy to their efforts, and thus 
prevent a recurrence to the extremity of for- 
cible reſiſtance. If we begin in the accuſtomed 
mode, the Inhabitants at large will not be 
diſguſted; and, if neceſſary, they will give us 
on ſome future occaſion their beſt aſſiſtance. 
But if we begin with an innovation which 
will diſguſt the Freeholders, or any weighty 
portion of them, our plan of protecting 
Liberty, and yet preventing a Revolution, 
ſeems but too likely to fail. | 
As fo much appears to depend on a right 
| deciſion of this queſtion, I have thought it 
my duty to ſtate my reaſons fully for wiſhing 
a leſs extenſive call to be adopted af preſent 
than that which has been lately propoſed in 
Kent. I am pretty certain that my ſentiments 
do not differ materially from thoſe of«ghe 
friends with whom | am accuſtomed to act 
both in Yorkſhire and the adjoining Counties. 
I ſubmit them to the conſideration of your- 
ſelf and Mr. Fox with the greateſt deference 
and reſpect; and remain with mott cordial 
regard, My Dear Lord Stanhope, 

5 Your's ever, | 

| C. WYVILL.* 
A duplicate of this letter was ſent to Mr. Fox on the 13th 


def February, 1800. 
| NUMBER 


NUMBER XIX. 
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0 +. 


| Containing the EpiTOR's * 2 with 
the late Jonn MitLar, Eſq; Profeſſor of 
_ Morality in the Univerſity of Glaſgow. 


LETTER I. 


From the Rev. C. WVVILL to PROFESSOR 
MILLAR. 


BuxToON-HALL, scar BEDALE, Yorfoire, 
| July 27th, 1800. 
Sir, 


WAS favoured: yeſterday by Mr. Palmes 
with the communication of your letter to 
him of the 4th of this month, in which I have 
found ſo many obliging expreſſions of your 
elteem and friendly ſuggeſtions of caution to 
me, that I muſt without delay beg your ac- 
ceptance of my ſincere acknowledgements. 
It is a pleaſure to me to obſerve that my ſen- 
timents are entirely agreed with yours, Sir, 
on the propriety of inaction, at preſent, both 
on the part of Mr. Fox and his friends in Par- 
liament, and alfo, on the part of thoſe Advo- 
cates of the People who wiſh to ſee Popular 
Meetings 


K 

cates of the People who wiſh to ſee Popular 
Meetings held, when with effect they can be 
held, in oppoſition to the ſyſtem, of Mr. Pitt. 
No effortsagainſt the baſeneſs and tyranny of 
this ſyſtem, till calamity has rouzed the Pub- 
lic from that ſtate of ſtupid ſubmiſſion in 
which it has been long ſunk, are likely to 
have any good effect in Parliament, or at 
Meetings of the Counties. Even, from 
rational publications in favour of Popular 
Rights, little immediate effect is to be 

. The evils of our ſituation may indeed 
be demonſtrated; ; but calamity alone can over- 
come the fears or apathy of the People, and 
ſtimulate them to vindicate their Conſtitu- 
tional Freedom. But when the hour of cala- 
mity is come, and far dittant'I think it cannot 
be, it may be found uſeful to have circulated 


© extenſively ſuch publications, whoſe aim is to 


inſtruct the People how to value their Poli- 
tical Rights, and. for their recovery to de- 
pend on legal exertions alone. If you, Sir, 
and the other honoured Patriots in Scotland 
with whom you are connected, ſhould approve 
my late Pamphlet on Seceſſion, in this point 
of view, and claſs it among thoſe publications, 
which it would be right to circulate in that 
part of the Kingdom, I certainly ſhall feel 
myſelf much encouraged by the approbation 
of ſuch men; and I will without delay direct 
a Third Edition to be printed at York, un- 
leſs you would have the goodneſs to aſſiſt me 
to get it printed at Glaſgow, and really could 
do ſo without any material inconvenience. 
As this new Edition could only be circulated 

in 
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in Scotland privately, the Bodkſellers there 
not daring, any more than thoſe in England, 
to avow the Publication, I ſuppoſe 800 or 
1000 copies would be as many as the active 
Friends of the Common Cauſe could eaſily 
circulate; and for that number I will gladly 
be reſponſible. The number circulated by 
private Friends in England has been near 2000 
copies. 

I am aware, Sir, that I am now taking a 
very great liberty, which yet, I truſt, you 
will conſider as not in the leaſt degree incon- 
ſiſtent with a very high reſpect for your cha- 
racter. The more highly I eſteem it, the more 
ſenſibly muſt I feel myſelf encouraged by your 
kind partiality, and the general concurrence .. 
of our ſentiments. Accept, therefore, I in- 
treat you, the offer of my beſt thanks, and 
the aſſurance of wy heart · felt eſteem and re- 
gard. 6 

Lam, Sir, 

Vour much obliged 

ä and faithful ſervant, 


c. WYVILL.. 


* This letter ſufficiently ces the aps Firs which in- 
duced the Editor to addreſs Profeſſor Millar on this occaſion. 
He truſted he ſhould be more than excuſed, becauſe he knew the 
frank and generous charaQter of the Profeſſor; and he was not 
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LETTER II. 
From Prortss0R MILLAR 7o the Rv. C. 
WrviLL. 
M1LRAEUGH, mar GLASGOW, 
419; Auguſt, 1800. 
Rev. Sir, 

I AM glad to find that you propoſe to cir- 
culate your late Pamphlet more extenſively 
than has hitherto been done in this part of the 
Ifland, and fhall be happy to give any aſſiſt- 
ance in my power towards the execution of 
your plan. It ſurely is of great importance 
that the People ſhould be impreſſed with the 
extent of that corrupt influence which per- 
vades our Great Counſels, and that they ſhould 
ſee in a proper light the Seceſſion of Mr. Fox 
and his Friends, which in reality has reduced 
an Aſſembly, formerly the object of univerſal 
reſpect and curioſity, to the inſigdificance of a 
Town Council in a rotten Borough. I chink 
it impoſſible to explain thoſe two important 
articles more clearly, or to ſtate the conclu- 
ſions that reſult from them more forcibly 

than i is done-in your maſterly performance. 
Since l had the honour of your letter I 
have had a particular converſation on the ſub- 
jet with a Bookſeller in Glaſgow, who is of 
opinion it would be molt expedient that the 
printing fhould be executed under your own 
eye, and nothing bur the mere circulation 
entruſted to Bookſellers at a diſtance. He 
thinks at the ſame time, that as the Pamphlet 


has already been handed about in this part of 
| the 


. 
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the Centty,. and as the ſubject has in ſome 
meaſure loſt the edge of novelty, an extenſive 
ſale cannot be expected. Upon conſidering 
theſe circumſtances, 200 copies are all that 
he can undertake to diſtribute; and I under 
ſtand he propoſes even this limited ſale by 
the aſſiſtance of his brethren of the trade, as 
well as by means of his own cuſtomers, You 
will therefore have this in your view in com- 
puting the number of copies for the whole 
Iſland, I agree with you in thinking that the 
time is at no great diſtance which is likely to 
produce a revolution in the political ſenti- 
ments of the Nation. While the Mercan- 
tile Intereſt enjoy a proſperous trade, no con- 
ſiderations reſpecting Government will have 
any weight in the oppoſite ſcale. 

But the aſpect of things in that quarter is 
at preſent not very favourable. In particular 
the jealouſy of the Britiſn maritime power, 
which appeared ſo remarkably in the War 
before the laſt, and which of late has been 
ſmothered by the terror of French opinions, 
has begun to revive, and threatens to hamper 
our commercial dealings. If our Miniſters 
ſhall lower their tone *, and propoſe to nego- 
ciate, they will probably be ſubjected to ſuch 
mortifications as will expoſe them to con- 
tempt; and if they ſhould ſtand out, with 
Bonaparte at the head of the French Nation, 
they mult engage in a different conflict from 
what they have hitherto experienced. No 
good can be expected until they are driven 


The Editor has * to make a verbal correction. 
p 5 | 


po 
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from the helm with diſgrace *. For which 
reaſon I hope nothing will be done in the 
way of Addreſſes to remove their embarraſſ- 
ment, Mr. Pitt acknowledged that he for- 
merly negociated without wiſhing to ſucceed, 
but merely with the view of obtaining a per- 
manent revenue. | 1 81 

I am, with the higheſt eſteem, Rev. Sir, 

| Your faithful humble ſervant, ' 

_ JOHN MILLAR. 


—— —— 
„ . 


LETTER Ill. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to PROFESSOR 
MILLAR. 
Bua rox-HALL, O&cber 11th, 1800. 
1 7 
Have juſt received from Vork two hun- 
dred and thirty copies of the Pamphlet on 
Seceſſion, of which thirty are ſtitched in 
blue- paper covers; the reſt are in ſheets, 


»The Editor fincerely concurs with the worthy Profeſſor in 
this ſentiment. For what National Good can be expected from 
ſuch men? From men who had begun their political courſe with 
the ſevereſt reprobation of the ſyſtem of corruption, and with cor- 
reſponding efforts to deſtroy it; who had received the ſtrongeſt 
teſtimonies of the 1 2 and gratitude of the Public, and 
had taſted the high ſatisfaction of an elevation to Power, becauſe 
by their virtuous exertions they had won the confidence of their 
Country ; and yet whoſe hearts could permit them, with glaring 
inconfiſtence, to renounce the honourable principles of their 
youth, and to adopt the baſe ſyſtem they had 4 juſtly condemned. 
Yet ſooner than could have been expeQed; a few months ago, the 


diſgraceful expulſion from the Cabinet of one of the perſons al- 


luded to by Mr. Millar has been effe ed, by an extraordinary 
effort of Public virtue, deeiding on a caſe of corrupt illegality ac- 
knowledged by the Criminal himſelf, The compl ants of the late 
inſulted advocates of the People are now proved inconteſtably to 
have been juſt and well founded, and the diſabuſed Nation at laſt 


- exylts that juſtice has begun its courſe, = April 15th, 1 
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They will be ſent on Monday next to Cat- 
terick-Bridge in three packets, to be for- 
warded from thence to Mr. X. Z's, Bobk- 
ſelter in Glaſgow, by the firſt coach which 
may paſs by that place to Glaſgow ; and I hope 
they will arrive ſafe at Mr. X. Z's on Wed- 
neſday the 15th, or Thurſday the rech of 
October at fartheſt. 

1 requeſt you, Sir, to accept the thitey cover- 
ed copies, and to diſtribute them among your 
friends; and I intruſt Mr. X. Z. with the ſale of 
the remaining two hundred copies. When 
theſe two hundred copies are ſold, or as many 

of them as Mr. X. Z. and his Correſpondents 
can hope to diſpole of, I wiſh to teſtify to him 
and to them my ſenſe of their zeal-and-cous 
rage in the Cauſe of Liberty, by making them 
a preſent of the whole of the profits ariſing 
from the ſale, in ſuch proportion as you ſhall 
judge to be proper, if at my earneſt requeſt 
you will have the goodneſs to undertake the 
trouble of ſeuling the balance of their ac- 
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They will have done what che pricdcipal 
Bookſellers in London did not dare to do; 
and they will have done it in the face of 
greater danger, from laws, in themſelves, more 
fevere, and more harſhly adminiſtered in Scot- 
land than they are in this Country. And, 
therefore, your compliance with this requeſt. 
will add greatly to the obligations you have 
conferred upon me, which I acknowledge 
with pleaſure are very important. Your kind 
ſolicitude for my perſonal ſafety * is what 1 

* The kind expreſſions of. the Profeſſar's anxiety here alluded 


to, are contained in a letter of his, now in the Editor's poſſeſſion, 
but not addreſſed to him; be wiſhed to publiſh it; but at preſent 
the inſertion of it in this ſeries would have —_ Improper. 
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feel moſt particularly indebted to you for; I 
thank you for it with the moſt cordial ſince- 
rity; and I feel the moſt anxious wiſh, that 
the part you are pleaſed to take in promoting 
the diſtribution of this Pamphlet, may be pro- 
ductive of no unpleaſant conſequence to you 

Sir, or to Mr. X. Z. and his Cor reſpondents. 
I am, Sir, your much obliged. 
and moſt faithful, 
humble fervant,” - 3 65 


. . 
* 
' * 


LETTER W. 


From PROFESSOR vg to. the Rev. 0. 
WrviLL. | 


M1Luzvcn, zear GLASGOW, 
187 Odaber, 1800, 


Rev. Sir, 

HAD the pleaſure of receiving your r letter 

on Monday laſt, and was in Glaſgow on 
Tueſday the 16th; but the copies of the 
Pamphlet had not then arrived. An, accident 
has happened which I did not look for, and 
which is rather unlucky, the failure of the 
Boookſeller. I found, to my ſurpriſe, his ſnop 
was ſhut ; but I procured an interview, with 
him. Things are going on, he aſſures me, to 
an immediate ſettlement with his Creditors; 
but, in the mean time, there will be no dif- 
ficulty, he ſays, in purſuing the meaſures pro- 
poſed for the diſpoſal of this Publication, as by 
virtue of your authority | ſhall conſider my- 
ſelf as entitled to 1 the copies from 


- corlng, 
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coming into the hands of the Creditors. Your 
generoſity, with refþe& to the profits in 
favour of the Bobkſellers who art to be em- 
ployed, makes this matter perfedMy eaſy, I 
have employed a friend to tranfat the buſi- 
neſs in my abſence, and after a ſmall interval 
from the time when the copies arrive, 
which even independent of this accident was 
thought proper, I make no doubt but the 
ſale will commence, © 
beg you will accept of my ackuow- 
ledgments for the copies which you have 
ſent to me in particular, and which I ſhall 
endeavour to diſtribute in a manner moſt con- 
ſiſtent with the -public-ſpirited view of the 
Publication, by preſenting them to ſuch per- 
ſons as appear beſt qualified to judge of the ar- 
guments and views contained in them. They 
come very ſeaſonably in the preſent criſis, and 
ſeem in ſome meaſure to reverberate the ſi- 
milar notes which have lately been ſounded 
in the Whig Club. If there be a poſſibility 
of making converts in the queſtion which you 
handle, the peculiar ſeaſon for it cannot be 
far off. The reſignation of Thugut, which I 
ſaw an account of in the laſt Papers, will pro- 
bably convey a ſtrong ſenſation to the Patrons 
of the War in other Countries, though I do 
not ſuppole it will produce in this Country 
any voluntary imitation, The Scarcity, of 
which there is too good ground to apprehend 
the continuance, and which is now generally 
imputed to. its true cauſes, is another alarm- 
ing circumſtance. of | : 
[ ſhall take the liberty of writing to -you 
G 4 again, 
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again, as ſoon as any progreſs is made in re- 
gard to your Publication. I was happy to 
hear from you“ of Mr. Milnes, the eleve of 
our Univerſity, whoſe public conduct does ho- 
nour to himſelf, and credit to the place of his 
education. May I requeſt that, when you 
have an opportunity, you will offer him my 
reſpectful compliments. 
I am, Rev. Sir, with much eſteem, 
Your humble ſervant, 
| JOHN MILLAR. 


— 
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LETTER V. 


From PRorzssoR MILLAR to the Rev. 
C. WyviLL. 


Dear Sir, 
Y OU would think it ſtrange that you have 


not heard from me ſooner in relation to 

the publication of your Pamphlet. I found it 
neceſſary, after all, to give up Mr. X. Z, who, 
as frequently happens, was much farther in 
arrear with his Creditors than he at firſt pre- 
tended, and therefore was unable to make 
out his agreement with me. It was there- 
fore neceflary to make application in ſome 
other quarter; and I have at length made an 
agreement with a Bookſeller in Edinburgh, 
who undertakes to circulate the Pamphlet. 
This is A. B, to whom I yeſterday ſent off the 
copies. He ſays that as this is a third edition, 
* No copy of the Editor's letter here alluded to by Mr, Millar, 


or of his letters to the wortby Profeſſo ſubſequent date, bas 
— y Profel n blequent date, bs 
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and as the queſtion has become alittle. 
we cannot expect a, rapid ſale. Ne be ſure 
the doctrine derives no ſupport from the con- 
duct of ſeyeral Oppoſition, Members, though 
it is not the leſs well founded. Be ſo good as 
to accept of my thanks ya the copies,which 


have been committed to my.diſtributian, and . 


for the three Volumes of Nad Papers, 
which, I conſider, as à valuable collection of 
the hiſtorical 3 of the times, and 
uuhich reflects ſo much credit upon the per- 
ſon from whom J have had the W KF re · 
ceivipg it. 1... „ + 5 

| Dear Sir, 6. 

- Your moſt faithful ſcryant; 
| Jen un 


FN CLasGow, 


_ Bib of Fan. 1801 
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LETTER VI. 


From Nane MILLAR to the Rev. C. 
WrviLL. 


Dear Sir, 


"OUR letter of this 2d of F ebruary I | 
have duly received, as alſo the 25 copies 

of your Pamphlet, which I ſhall. diſtribute 
when [I think they will be moſt uſeful. With 
regard to what you are pleaſed to call my 
trouble in diſtributing them, I think I need 
ſay no more than that I look upon promoting 
your views in this particular as intimately con- 
nected with the public intereſt, and that my 
Furr conviction of the. principles from 
| which 
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which you act will give me a ſtrong inelina- 
tion to ſerve you on every occaſion where 1 
may have it in my power. What you men- 
tion concerning the ſentiments of yqur great 
County is highly intereſting, as it marks a diſ- 
poſition to be rouzed from that lethargy 
which has ſo long prevailed over the Nation. 
I dare ſay the recent Miniſterial changes, at 
which we are all ſtaring and wondering in 
this part of the Country, will make no alter- 
ation in your proceedings. There is one piece 
of management on the part of Miniſters of 
which I have long been apprehenſive. Thoſe 
who brought us into this War certainly wiſh 
to get out of the ſcrape, and if the Nation 
can be induced to expreſs a ſtrong deſire of 
Peace, they will make a merit of complying 
with the voice of the Public, and, throwing 
the blame of the terms upon the People, will 
continue in their offices, and keep up the 
military eſtabliſhment, at leaſt ſuch a part of 
it as will be ſufficient to ſuppreſs the general 
inclinations of the Country. The diſplacing 
of Miniſters, whether old or new, (for in this 
reſpect they are the ſame) ought to be held up 
as the radical meaſure, without which it will 
be impoſſible to obtain a tolerable Peace, and 
any Peace whatever will be merely an armi- 
ſtice, to laſt no longer than till our ſores have 
heen a little plaſtered up. If we expect a 
permanent Peace, we muſt begin with com- 
mitting the Adminiſtration to men who were 
always Enemies to the War, and in whom 
upon that account, our enemies will have 
confidence to believe that no juggle is intend- 
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ed. I ſee by the Papers that the Petition 
from Leeds is to be preſented by Mr. Witber- 
force. I hope your County will conſider 
how far it is proper to commit their Petition 
either to the County Members, or to an 
other Members of Parliament. Would it 
not have a better effect to ſend Delegates of 
your own? "Theſe would be more under 
your direction, and, if properly choſen, would 
have more weight. At the fame time, if 
other Counties follow your example, their 
reſpective Delegates might confer together, 
and would have a chance to make the voice 
of the Nation more diſtinctly heard, This 
latter conſideration, though it ſeems the moſt 
important, needed not be taken notice of, for 
the former is abundantly ſufficient to recom- 
mend the meaſure. This change of Miniſtry 
will have no tendency to diſcourage the Pe- 
tions which might otherwiſe have been in- 
tended. For whatever may be the cauſe of 
it, there can be no doubt that it proceeds from 
ſome exaraordinary embarraſſment which 
tends to produce diſunion and weakneſs. It 
is probable. that a ſhort time will clear up 
theſe mylteries, which at preſent are involved 
in darkneſs, and enable the Friends of Liberty 
to diſcover the preciſe ground upon which 
they ſtand, I am, with the higheſt eſteem, 
| Dear Sir, | - 
Your molt faithful ſervant, 
| 3 JOHN MILLAR. 
CoLLzce, GLascow e, | 
20/b, Feb. 1801, 


Soon after the date of this letter, Profeſſor John Millar died, 
as the Editor was informed, of an inflammation on his breaſt, Fed | 
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Ne den his family and din friews 
rived of as glaſs le and reſpectable man in all the rela- 
private life ; his Pupils loft an 0 and benevolent Inſtruc- 
— * his Country a Patriot at once diſintereſted, prudent and 
zealous. He was eminently {killed in the Hiſtory and Antiquities 
of our Saxon Progenitors ; and it may be truly affirmed, 
that no Political Philoſopher of his age and country underſtood 
their principles of Government better Profeſſor | Millar, Of 
this aſſertion” a ſufficient proof may be found in his Hiſtorical 
View of the 1 Goreqmeng. His conduct in times truly 
dangerous to the upright Patriot weak that his attachment ta 
275 r de equl "his know \ 
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ſeveral Friends, reſdeGing eting prepa- 
ratory to @ General Mextio of the County 
of York, to be held _ the end of the gear 


1800. 
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From Tronas Biobe, Eſq; to ane 
| +4 C. WrviLL. * 


* 3H Donar, 02. 1050. de. 
| My Deir” Mr. —_— 
'$ 267 political proſpects lowr with agoſual 
| gloom. Hoſtility from the North, the 
apprehenſion of it from America, the exiſt- 
ence of Scareity confirmed by Government 
authority, the impoſlibility of our receiving 
adequate ſupplies from abroad, and the cer- 
tainty of our not obtaining from our preſent 
Miniſtry a Peace with France, (the only re- 
medy for preſent, and preventative againſt 
future and aggravated diſtreſs) conſtitute a 
caſe of national danger which one cannot 
contemplate without extreme anxiety for 
the ultimate event. 
In this ſtate of things, is thers no hope 
that Yorkſhire may be rouzed to efforts 
— 21 | Which, 


| 
| 
| 
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bered to the Family at Burton, with 


99 (110 | | 
which, by inſpiring the reſt of the Country 
with ſpirit and confidence, may ſave the 
Nation? Will a Ruſſian War produce no 
change in Hull and the other Sea- ports? And 
can no effect upon the Weſt-Riding be hoped 
for from our threatenett.exclufion from the 
Continent? Wretched as the proſpect' is, [ 
can yet hardly venture to predict that our 
infatuated Countrymen will be brought to 
view it in its true lighit. s 

All here defire to be particularly rerem- 

$4 - 

Dear Sir, | 19772 25 

Your's ever moſt truly Ne 
ed. BIGGE. 

* Fer — hoc e | ee his 

own ſentiments and thoſe of Dr. Fenwick ; and the Editor gladly 


- avails himſelf of his Friend's permiſſion to publiſh it, becauſe, in 


truth, it was the exciting cauſe which occaſioned the correſpon- 
dence of this and the ſueceeding Number,” and th Ediror's laſt 
attempt to effect a General Meeting of the County of York on 
"_m les favourable at once to Perce and Conftitstional Ei 
ty. ' In 1795, the great majority of the Merchants, 
Landed Gentry, and the Nobiliry of that County had been alarmed 
out of their uſual ſentiments of Liberty, partly by the an of the 
Miniſter, partly by the raſhneſs'of ſome Popular Meetings; and 
had reſiſted, with the utmoſt vehemence, and compleatly de- 
feated the attempt which was made near the cloſe of that-year to 
rue the: Bil of Rights, and the ancient privileges of the 
ation unviolated by the meaſures then depending in Parkament. 
In the years 1797 and 1798, repeated attempts had' been again 
made to rouze' the County to its accuſtomed feelings; the War 
had been conducted with an une xampled profuſion of expence, 
and though our naval operations had been ſucceſsful, yet the great 
object of our efforts upon the Continent had been unattained, and 
Fro was unattainable. The davgerous fituation of Ireland, the 
difficulties of this Country, and the proſpect of an increaſing pre- 
ſure of taxation, which was alteady diſtreſſing to the whole Com- 
munity, had then produced a ſtrong diſpolition to Peace; yet in cir- 
cumſtances thus apparently favourable, the attempt to bring back 
Yorkſhire to its accuſtomed: zeal for Liberty had failed of fucceſs ; 
it had been found impract: cable to collect the great Body of its 
Frecholders, with a proſpect of union on the ſubject of _— 
* ; n 
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tional Abuſes, at leaſt to any ſofficient extent to be uſeful to the 
Cauſe of Freedom. At the ſubſequent period, when' the letter 
of Mr. Bigge was written, the Nation bad experienced that in- 
creaſe of its dangers and diftrefſes which had been predicted in the 
years 4797 4 | 1798, and was placed in a ſitustion of peri far 
greater than it had experienced for many centunes before, 

If the inſatuation of the Public were nat t60 inveterate to be 
cured 8 if the Nation were not already loſt in the ſſa- 
very of the mind, it was preſumable at that junRure, that the 
Peop e would be diſpoſed again to liſten ta the doQrines of Peace 
and Liberty, and would renounce the prejudices and unreaſonable 
alarms which had betrayed them into a criſis of ſech extreme pe- 
ril. The experiment ought to have been made ; and it was made 
in Yorkſhire, but too imperfectly to decide what its refult would 
| have been, if ciccomſtances had not-arifen to prevent the puoi 
Aſembly of the County, Duting the courle of the Carr 
dence which was commmenced with theſe views in Yotkſhire, a 
new ſyſtem of foreign poliey was adopted by the Coun; the War- 
Miniſter, accompanied by of his friends, retired from;officez 
and a new Adminiſtration was formed of men who had u iformly 
concurred in his meafutes, but now: profeſſed that p difpo- 
fition which be was little. inchoed, perhaps, to aſſume, r 
ing, was little fitted to negociate that Peace which the Court now 
thought neceſſary. On the firſt rumour of u change in the ſyſtem 
of the wo yn was * that the — movement in Vork- 
ſhire muſt be ſuſpended. It ſoon a at the, reported eha 
was true a Ne 224 for Na commenced ; f 1 
monibs the Preliminaries were ſigned ; and though by them mei- 
ther the honout of the Nation was n eſta- 
bliſhed, though not one of the profeſſed objects of the Wat was 
accompliſhed, and even the duration of Peace for a (few years on 
terms io unſatisfactoty, was jmprobable, yet was the coſſation. of 
hollilities received with tranſport by the Nation: its deareft wiſh 
was ſatisfiet; and the immenfe expenditure of the War and the 

ttionable inereaſe of the public burthens, the ſacrifice of ſo 
many, lives, the ruin af our comfort to ſo great an extent, the vaſt 
8 of Power and Patronage to the Ctown, and, 
above All, xbe-pernicious | precedents by which the Rights of the 
Community had been ſo greatly endangered during the late Ad- 
munig tation, were all forgotten or forgiven ; and the proſpect of 2 
return of ihe ancient zeal of the Nation for i Conte onal Li- 
berty-was thrown to an indefinite diſtance. 
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- My Heat „ eee w i 905 
HE diſtreſs ond danger of our firvation 
are evidently increaſing; the alarm is be: 
coming general, and the fentiments of 
Nation are inclining more and more decided 
to paeifie meaſures, and a change of Admini- 
ſtration. The Miniſter appears to have loſt 
his hold on the Corporation af London, and 
the Merchants of Leeds; the Corporation re- 
monſtrates intelligibly enough againſtthe War, 
and the murmurs of the Weſt-Riding are. dif: 
ſtinctly heard at this diſtance. In theſe circum: 
ſtances, if you approve a Private Meeting of 
a few Gentlemen at Vork, to conſult with 
our friends there on the propriety of ſome 
preparatory ſtep towards obtaining a County 
Meeting, 1 ſhould be very glad to come over 
for a couple of nights, ſo as to have one Whole 
day to diſcourſe together, to conſider what 
can be done, and to concert che beſt means 
of doing it, 188: Tens: > 
I think the beginning of Nasen A 
be ſufficiently early for ſuch-a private eonſul- 
tation; and as I ſhall ſend a duplicate of this 
lettter to Mr. R. Milnes, Sir T. Gaſcoigne, 
Sir W. Milner, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. Fawkes, 
I think it will fave trouble if I ſhould pro- 
poſe that the 1oth and 11th of November be 


the two days for this conſultation. Thoſe 
Gentlemen 


% 
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Gentlemen who cannot, conveniently be at 

York on the toth of November will yet be 

able, perhaps, to attend at Ringroſe's Tayern 

about noon the next day, and will, I hope, 

ſpend the reſt. of that day chiefly together, 

and particularly dine together at that Tavern. 

_ I will only add that I have ventured to take 
this liberty of propoſing a Private Meeting 

a few friends, in conſequence of the earneſt 

_ wiſh which has been expreſſed to me by ſome 

of our reſpectable friends in the North, that 

Yorkſhire would come forward on the pre- 
lent critical emer gene x.. 

Iam, with great regard, 

Dear Sir 


DS gar fen! 
|  Moſtzruly your, 
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From WII II Ai Waicutson, Eſq; to the 
2 Rev. C. WrvII V. | 

AM at a loſs to conceive what device the 
4 Miniſter will have recourſe to, at the Meet- 
ing, to induce thoſe who have any ſtake in 
the Couutry to go along with him in the fur- 
ther proſecution of this diſaſtrous War. No- 

thing but his ſucceſs on former occaſions, in 
oppoſition to every ſentiment that ought to 
have influenced the minds of men, can make 
one believe for 2 moment, that it is poſſible 
he can meet with his uſual ſupport, even in 
| — Parliament. 
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Parliament. The Country muſt now feel the 
truth of all we have told them; and muſt ex- 
perience the full preſſure of thoſe evils which 
wie have always flared tb be the neceffary and 

unavoidable conſequences of a falſe ſyſlem of 
politics. 1 mall with great pleafure meet | 
our friends at Vork on the toth. It is my 
opinion, that whatever may be the perti- 
nacity with which the Friends of the War 
adhere to a ruinous ſyſtem, it is our duty to 
meet from time to time, arid not to be diſ- 
mayed, even though che Minifter ſhould b 
ſome new quackery again perſuade the Peo- 
ple, that War and Famine are bleſſings, and 
that he is the Saviour of his Country y. 

1am, dear Sir, with great truth, 

' Your's ſincerely, 


WILLIAM WRIGHTSON. 


CusworTn, O#. 23d, 1800. 
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From the Rev. C. Wien to EARL 
STANHOPE. | 13 


u 'PuaTox-HaLl, oa 130. 1800. 
"dy Dear Lord, 1 60 

I hſt T have the leafiire to fay to your 
' Lordfhip, the time we have long wiſhed 
is come; England begins to feel as.it ought. 
Under this perſuaſion, a Private Meeting of 
our friends is propoſed to be held at York 
on the 10th and 11th of November; and 1 


have little doubt that a * w_ 
wi 


— 1 
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will be the conſequence. Yet this is by no 


means to be conſidered as certain; till leſs 
is it certain that it will be in our powen or 


v ill be adviſable to call a General Meeting be- 


fore the end of December. It is even not 
improbable, that we may find it expedient to 
defer calling the County of York together 
till the middle or the end of January. As 
ſoon as this point can be aſcertained, 'y6! 


Lordſhip ſhall immediately be informed; 
| think it likely that at the intended con- 


ference on the 11th of November, the plan 


of the Vorkſhire Gentlemen will be formed. 


It is, as I formely obſerved to your Lordſmp, 
of the greateſt moment, that the popular 
meaſure ſhould be well combined, and the 
movement of the Counties general. The 
ſpirit of the People muſt be rouzed, and burſt 
out at once, in oppoſition nearly unanimous, 
or nothing can be dong to fave the Country.” 
In times like theſe, however, it is but a ne- 
ceſſary precaution to ſtate explicitly that the 
oppoſition to which I wiſh the People to be 
rouzed, is a regular and legal oppoſition: and 
if the Attorney General ſhould fee this letter 
before your Lordſhip, 1 ſay to him, this and 
this only is the oppoſition I wiſh to be excited, 
hope your Lordſhip is in good health and 
ſpirits, and not happy in the concurrent ſen- 
timents of al who are molt dear to you “. 
So hopes and wiſhes - 
[Your Lordſhip's faithful friend,. 
C. WVVILL. 


be Editor unde that the fu which is alluded to in this 


2 — may hereafter receive a full explanation. But the pteſent 
2 n dais is not the pro- 
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ro 


- 
1 1 
, - 


— Hats. 02. , 1800. 
TE 13 101 1 | b4 


My pen L . TEES, 1 
0 1 the 25th. joftaby 1 bad iceceixied- a 
rited anſwer from Mr. Wrightſon. 1 
fear that in copſequence of it j may have writ- 
ten too ſanguinely to your Lordſhip: Six let- 
ters remain unanſwered. I mention this cir- 
cumſtance to prevent your miſeoneciving our 
' fituation in Vorkſhire, which, though much 
improved, is yet not ſuch that I can venture 
to ſay my journey on the 10th of November 
will produce any conſequence. I ſtill hope 
the heſt; but all is uncertain; and I ſhould 
be very ſorry if any warm expreſſion in my 
letter of the 25th inſtaut ſnonld be miſunder- 
ſtood, and lead your Lordihip into any mea- 
_ which may be found to be pry e 
1 Als my Dear Lord, 
ee moſt uur your? 5, 4 91 
2 WYVILL.. 
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" LETTER vi. 


From the Rev. C. Wrvibt 10 wc 
A Maite daten | 
: ret 1, "Now: i868, 
1 Dear Sir * 1 
INDI NG. Mr. Strickland sher friends 
in York did not approve the propoſed 
| Prins Meeting at Vork of a few Gentlemen 
out of the Country, I have written to him this 
morning, the letter of whieh you have a copy 
on the other ſide ; and L hope you, Mr. Milnes, 
and Mr. Fakes will approve what I have done. 
I own it appears to me that they carry their 
ideas of -cantior-roo” far; and f eannot con- 
ceive it to be conſiſtent with true manly dig- 
nity of character that we ſhould very long 
abſtain from a Private Meeting on the reaſons 
aſſigned by Mr. Strickland, though I believe 
a ſhort delay will haye no bad conſequence. 
I muit own frankly, my dear Sir, that my 
heart goes along with what you fo forcibly 
fay in yours of the 23d of October. Acting 
from views of duty, 1 am not diſcouraged by . 
our former repulſes; but, like yourſelf, am 
willing to ſtand forward on the firſt opening 
of a reaſonable proſpect of ſucceſs. And 
ſhould you, and Mr. Milnes, and Mr, Fawkes 
in the courſe of two or three weeks ſee reaſon 
to think that we-ought to get together, and 
avail ourſelves of the preſent feelings of diſ- 
treſs, and the change of ſentiment viſibly ta- 
king place in conſequence of it, I ſhall with 


3 great 


(ns) 


great pleaſure obey your ſummons, and meet 
you at York privately. 


The preſent difficulties and diſtreſſes are ſo 


ſeverely and fo extenſively felt, that I fully 


expect they will produce in the courſe of this 
winter a general wiſh for the change of men 
and meaſures. I am ſatisfied nothing elſe can 
fave us; and conſequently that we ought not 
to let this winter paſs away without endea- 
vouring to aſſemble the County of Vork. 
J am, with cordial regard, 
| Dear Sir, 
_ Your's, moſt truly, 
* C. WYVILL. 


* . 
* 4 
, * 


LETTER VII. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL 10 WILIA 
STRICKLAND, Eſq. | | 


. Loni Nev. 1. 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


| pace night, on my return from Sellaby, I 
received your's of the 28th of October, 


and am ſorry to find, that, as far as you are 


able to judge, there is little or no encourage- 
ment in Yorkſhire from any change of ſenti- 
ment that has yet taken place. If you are right 
in your objection even to ſo private a Meeting 
as has been propoſed, the Gentlemen of this 


Country (in the language of Mr. Fox) have 
been terribly ſubdued indeed ; and deſpond- 
ence is much more rational than ! have been 
accuſtomed to think it. But, even ſhould 
N 2 I ſup- 


( us.) 


I ſuppoſe that you and our Friends, Meſs. 
Carr and Sinclair, are miſtaken, in your. ap- 
prehenſion of miſchief from à private con- 
ference of half _ a, dozen of gur friends at 
York, I ſhould feel no heſitation in comply=- 
ing with your diſſuaſion. I mean, therefore, 
to iuform Mr. Wrightſon, Mr. Milnes, and 
Mr. Fawkes immediately, that I no longer 
wiſh them to take the trouble of a journey to 
York on the 1oth inſt. but to wait alittle longer 
for a more deciſive change of ſentiment, and 
a diſpoſition to proceed with that zeal and 
ſpirit, which, if pretty general in Se, 
may give us a good proſped of ſucces. 

Lam aware that the times require great | 
caution, and have. ſome reaſon to believe, not 
only that ſtrong prejudices are entertained 
againſt all Who are known to be zealous 
Friends of Liberty, but that every effort will 
be made to ruin them in the opinion of the ' 
Country, whenever they may attempt to ob- 
tain a declaration ok this Country againſt the ; 

pf len of Adminiſtration. | 
I ooly be leave to add, that if caution is 
neceſſary, 70 müßte and vigour, and activity 
are not leſs ſo. A little procraſtination pro- 
Will do po. harm; but 1 hope we ſhall 
500 going too far f in that courſe, and ſhall | 
| A bi that neither principles nor the 
feelings of duty ought to be ſacrificed to the | 
vain, expeQation of Joftening irreconcileabſe 


1 N , 
r WD e antadgh V7 vj 
i. With moſt ſincere regard,” 3 
Tour's ever, 8 (n 


e. Ja 0 0 4 60 11G. Mense 


c. wrvllt. a 
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P. 8.1 ſee with pleaſure that the — 
Spirit is riſing in Middleſex. I believe you 
wu ſoon ſee reaſon to judge more favourably 

of the diſpoſition of the pou „ in 
Yorkſhire. 


LETTER VIII. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL 4e Ricnand 
SLATER Miunes, Eſq; M. P. 


er N _ 1f, 1809. 

My Dear Sir, | N 
S our friends in York think the propoſed 

Private Meeting may do harm, and 
ſtrongly wiſh it to be poſtponed, 1 thought it 
beſt to agree to do ſo, And I ſend you the 
copy of my letter to Mr. Strickland to that 
effect on the other half ſheet. 

They appear to be more diſcouraged than 
I can ſee any ſufficient reaſon for; but I hope 
a few weeks may alter the ſtate of affairs and 
opinions ſo decidedly as to give them freſh 
ſpirits; and it ſeems expedient therefore to 
wait for ſuch a change. 

I never thought it adviſable to proceed to 
a call of the County immediately, but only to 
meet in order to conſult together, and endea- 
vour to feel our way, which in our diſperſed 
ſtate it is difficult to do. Whenever you and 
Mr. Wrightſon are of opinion that ſuch a 
change of ſentiment as I allude to has taken 
place, I ſhall be very glad to obey your ſum- 
mons. * not ſeen the Sheffield . 


615100 
and am ſurpriſed at the contents, 1 ſuppoſe 
it muſt have come from a' feœ¹ de Mer⸗ 
chants,” and hot from a Town > 
My beſt wiſhes attend you and your's, | 
| Fam; Dear Sir, 
-With moſt cordial regard, 


„Joue en 
eee 8 . WYVEL, | 
LETTER 1X, 


From the Rev. 'C:Wra ta Wars | 
Fawxus, Eſq. | | 


Dear 8 5 Nee Nev. f, 1800. 
1. 4 
INDING Mr. Strickland and other 
friends of ours at York are ayerſe from 
the propoſed Private Meeting on the 1oth 
and 11th inſtant, I have written to our friends, 
Mr. Wri rightſon and Mr. R. Milnes, to in- 
form . of the objection, and that I do not 
wiſh-to give them the trouble of attending 
and l lle no time to ſay it to yourſelf, | x | 
cannot however ſend you this information, 
without adding at the ſame time my opinion; 
and it is mueh confirmed by what paſſed at 
the late Middleſex Meeting, that it will not be 
prudemt to proexaſtiuate, and diſcourage our 
friends by too long poſtponing to get toge- 
ther, and to take ſome preparatory ſteps to- * 
wards 4 County Meeting. The times un- 
deubtadly require caution; but they require 
W vi N and Au at leaſt as ay 
£:2- 


4 . 
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It were in vain to endeavour to ſoften our 
irreconcileable enemies; the hope is ſure to 
be diſappointed, unleſs we are prepared to 

| ſacrifice our principles and conſiſtency of con- 

duct to their prejudices, which is. a price for 
their co-operation never to be paid, I hope, 

by thoſe who act with us. 6 

Should you, Mr. Milnes, and Mr. Wright- 
ſon ſee reaſon about the middle or end of 
November to wiſh to renew the propoſal for 
a Private Previous Meeting of a few, I ſhall 

be happy to attend your ſummons, 


Jam, with great regard, 


F 
* - 
of 


„ LOTION: EE 
Moſt ſincerely your's, 
— ing 
£$ | 


From J. R. Fenwick, Eſq; t6 the Rev. C. 
0 0042 07 CN SORES © ee BIT hog 
EE © + Dunn, Nov, 10th, 180 
My Dear Sir, . 7095 % ach et 
M< Bigge received your letter before he” 
left Durham. I believe he coneurred 
with me in thinking you were more ſanguine 
than the ſtate of the public mind warranted; 
but you who know how deſpondent we have 
long been in politics will neither be ſurpriſed 
nor diſcouraged by our opinion. In the mea 
ſures you have ſince taken, there can be no 
danger; no evil can ariſe from them, and they 
may be productive of good. If the Nation” 
ſhould open its eyes to the dangers which ſur- 
round them, and to the inroads made on their 
Conſtitutional 


( 123) 
| Conſtitutional Rights; you will be able to act 
more imniediately, and with greater deciſion 


from having previouſly aſcertained each 


other's opinions, and concerted your line of 
conduct; and even ſhould the deluſion con- 
tinue in force, your Meeting ill have the 

good effect of animating the leſs aſtive part 
| of thoſe. who concur with you in opinion. 
Few men preſerve their public principles in 
full force; unleſs they are occaſionally called 
upon to act up to them; and there lies the 
great danger of our long- continued inaction. 
But although I feel this very ſtrongly, I no 
leſs approve of your caution in refraining 
from attempting an immediate call of the 
County : for though inactivity be very dan- 
gerous, it is not more ſo than unſucceſsful 
eflorts would be. How difficult is it to ſteer 
between theſe extremes, and while we deli- 
berate on the meaſures to be purſned, how 
rapidly are our Rulers hurrying us to the 
point when the utmoſt ſtretch of Political 
Wiſdom will be unequal to the Preſervation 
of our Conſtitution. 

The ſtate of the manufitories here | is as 
bad as it can be with you. The bulk of the 
workmen have been diſcharged, and the poor 
rates are ſwelled beyond all precedent, as 
well by the numbers relieved, as by the in- 
creaſed allowance which the high prices of 
the neceſſaries of life have rendered neceſſary. 
The ſhop-keepers complain alfo of diminiſn- 
ed trade, and increaſing book debts; in ſhort, a 
general gloom has overſpread the productive | 
claſſes of the Community, and the opening of 


( 124 )* | 
theſevere ſeaſon of the year is viewed with. __ | 
neral dread. That Peace is anxiouſly wiſhed 
for, 4 have no doubt, but there are too many 
who are not ſuſſiejently convinced that our 
Miniſters are the greateſt obſtacles to its re- 
turn. They are inclined to believe that our 
ſafety requires us to retain ſome of our moſt 
important conqueſts, and are moreover ready 
to join the Premier and his adherents in their 
aſſertions of the infincerity of France. In 
ſhort, the e; mind is irritated, yak not en- 
lightened. 

Mrs. Fenwick joins in all that i is friendly 
to you and your tamily. | 
 Your's very ſincerely, 
R FENWICK. 
P.S. No ares of Four: letter — 


Tet 
LISTIR&Eb!: ww ; 
From the Rev. C. WerviLkL to William 
| WrIGHTSON, Eſq... 


e ere 12 Dee. us ue. 

5 Be Sir, 81121 
HE more I inquire of the ſtate and tem- 
J per of the Country, and the more I me- 
dnate on the infor mation received, I am the 
more fully convinced that we ought ſoon to 
get together, if we ever mean to make one le- 
effort more to ſerve and to ſave our Coun- 
try. To wait, as one of our worthieſt friends 
| nen, till other Counties take the lead, or till 
other 


(x25) . 

other men in our own County vote for ward 
before us, can only tend to diſpirit our Coum- 
trymen everywhere, to retard our movement 
till it will be made too late, and to put into 
other hands the conduct of the buſineſs into 
the hands of men who will, we may be err 
tain, dwarf our meaſures, and render ther 
utterly uſeleſs to the great end we have in 
view. I am ſtrongly perſuaded that My. Plit 
will diſſolve the Imperial Parflamerm after 6 
ſhort a Seſſlon as he cart make it f and unleſt 
we are able to male ſome impreſſlo on the 
ublic mind in favour of à change of Iytm, 
before the expected Diſſolutiot, he will- be 
able to return hearly the ſame ſervile' Whew 
who compoſe the great Majority of this Pur. 
hament. The conſequence' of having à Par. 
liament ſubſtantially the ſame as the pteſtnt 
returned for ſeven years more, will Be a fatal 
to the Conſlitution 48 it is obvious Ati ut 
avoidable. If you agree with me in this 
opinion, as I very much hope you will, and 
as I have found ſome of thoſe friends agree 
whom we moſt highly eſteem, I think there 
is no difficulty in determining that an attempt 
ought to be made this winter to move the 
Counties, beginning with our own; My re- 
commendation therefore is, that you and our 
other, principal friends would now! come. fo 
ward. I think we ſnould act with the greateſt 
advantage by calling a Meeting of Friends to 
the Requiſition on or about Tueſtay the zoth 
of December, with a purpoſe to ſign at that 
Meeting /a Requiſition / to: the Sheriff; who 
will, J hope, bave no objection to name ſome 
| | day 
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day aſter the 1 eth ef January, and before 
the 26th of that month. If you approve 
theſe ideas, I will with pleaſure meet you at 
Wetherby; at Fryſton, or at Vork, if you 
think it neceſſary, on Thurſday the 4 1th. of 
December, ſo that an advertiſement for the 
purpoſe may appear in the Vork Herald of 


the i gth inſtant: or if you think you can ſpare 


me that trouble, as J am rather fearful of 
winter journies, you will perhaps ioſert ſuch 
an advertiſement on your own authority, (as 
you were empowered to do at the laſt Meet- 
ing) after conſulting with our excellent 
friend at Fryſton, and other friends in your 
neighbourhood, | I ſhall, ſend by this ꝓoſt a 
copy of this letter to Mr. Milnes, and ſhall 
be ready to do, reſpecting what is here Near. 
poſed, as you and he may determine. 
beg my beſt reſpects to Mrs. Wright@o, 
and with every, good with to yaw and your . 


ee Jrem ain. de 
1880 Dear Sir, sr es en A | 
| With cordial regard, 
115 ot o Your's wen "hy 
. WYVILL.. 
PR eee BAY dt 3 at 3tH2 
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From the Rey. C, Wir view! to K. 8. Mirz, | 
Þ | [ Eſq. N (13 | Hs 
My Dear Mr. Nies, a e 


HE above letter to our friend at Cuſ- 
worth will be ſent to-day, Ireally thought 


not to * vritten n on the Wan ; 
ut 


(#27) 

but rather to have waited the ſiimmons 
of ' yourſelf and Mir. Wrightſon; but though 
no harm bas yet veſuttes from our delay, I 
am fully ſatisfied that we have no time to 
loſe W. I alſo” have little or no doubt, 
that we ſhall meet with a ſupport beyond | 
what many expect. But if you and our 
friend have any doubts, I will with plea- 
ſure come over to Fryſton, though age and 
infirmity incline me to ſtay at home in 
winter, if ſuch a Jourwny can be diſpenſed 


wes 497003 | 19T99t dou: iow e 
am, 10 LAST #744 DILDO ETH ON: 7% 
zorkal .. Dear Sir, (71, JGUGH on 3/4 
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From Wu. Wien n to the Rev. 

anger. C. Wxvixr. Wer 

5 My Dear Sir, 1 þ ' 13 115 i * | 

Delayed anſwering your letter till I had 

_ Informed myſelf if there was any change 
in the ſentiments of thoſe Gentlemen who 
have been the ſteady. ſupporters' of the mea- 
ſures of Adminiſtration in the populous parts 
of this County. I am ſorry to ſay there is 
none. I am convinced they would all unite 
againſt us with the ſame force they did in 
1795, The diſpoſition to Peace is manifeſt; 
but the. Miniſter is till the, Idol, and they 
will hear of no attempts at Negociation but 
* 


(iss). 


through: him. A our beſt friends in this 
Part of the County ſeem to think that no- 
thing ought to be attempted at this time, as 

there is no fair ground of hope that we 
ſhould meet in any degree of ſtrengih, and 
that our Meeting would only ſexvs to render 
dur enemies more pertinacious, and leſs Wil- 
ling to become converts to a more rational 
dem of policy. Under theſe cireumſtanqes 
we muſt ſubmit o wait till uf en _ 
it adviſable to take ſome active ſtep. 

It is with much regret I tonvey ton you 
this diſcouraging ſtatement of facts; but 1 
have no doubt it is as I ſtate iq to be. In 22185 
of better times, I remain: 

With great regard, 
ö FPour's tr ul,. 
WILLIAM. WRIGHTSON. 


CD r 


| Corebary, Dec. 4th, 1800. 
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* LETTER XIV. 01 


From the Rev. C. Wevitz. to wur 
STRICKLAND, Eſq. 


. EN Dec. wy — 

| My Dear Sir, 

WEE Las able to bear fatigue: and d 
cold of a winter journey as I was in 

the year 1780, I ſhould not have remained ſo 

long at Burton in a eriſis ſo threatening to 

the Country as the preſunt, without having 

actually ſecn and conferred with you, or at 

leaſt atrempted it by going to Vork. But the 


uſual m of age begin to warn 
| | me 
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me that I muſt be cautious, and that in a 
ſhort time I muſt abſtain from both Public 


and Private Meetings altogether. When that 
time is come, my heart and fincereſt wiſhes 


will go with you and our other younger 
friends in your honourable exertions; and 
ſometimes, when reduced to be a mere ſpec- 
tator of your ſtruggle to ſupport the Conſti- 


tution by means itſelf affords, I may yet ven- 
ture, like a ſort of Chamber-Counſel in Po- 
litics, to throw out a hint for your conſi- 
deration. 

Should a County Meeting, or a Previous 
one, be called this winter, I hope and intend 
to be at it. Yet, for reaſons alluded to, hav- 
ing juſt now declined accepting a very kind 
invitation of our friend at Fryſton, to meet 
Mr. Wrightſon there near Chriſtmas, I feel 
that in writing this letter I ſhall appear in 


ſome meaſure to act in the character I have 


mentioned. 

I think then that no diſadvantage to the 
cauſe has yet been incurred by delay. I al- 
ways looked to an Auſtrian Peace with France 
as the event which would form the proper 
juncture for Popular Meetings. Though put 
off, probably, by the artifice of our Cabinet, 
it ſeems likely ſoon to be concluded, Recent 
circumſtances ſeem to ſhow that it is unavoid- 
able. We may expect by every poſt to hear, 


if not that Preliminaries are ſigned, ſome. in- 


telligence from Luneville, that their ſignature 


is fure to take place very ſhortly. Should this 
event happen in the courſe. of December, 


there would be time for a Meetiog before 
IS February, 


„„ | 
February. And my reaſons for thinking that 
a Previous Meeting ſhould be held immedi- 
ately after the Auſtrian Peace is known in 
England, are theſe: I mean a Previous Meet- 
ing, publicly advertiſed, with a view to fign 
a Requiſition to the Sheriff to call a Meeting 
of the County. I ſtrongly ſuſpect, that if no 
Meetings are held this winter in oppoſition 
to the Miniſter and his meaſures, he will 
diffolve the Parliament in the ſpring, or early 
in the enſuing ſummer. And a General 
Election carried at a time when nothing had 
been publicly done to animate the People, 
and unite them in defence of the Conſtitu- 
tion, would probably enable him to re- elect 
almoſt all the preſent Supporters of his Ad- 
miniſtration. I leave you to judge whether 
any thing ſhort of abſolute ruin to the Con- 
ſtitution can be expected from a Parliament 
ſubſtantially the ſame as the preſent, returned 
for a ſeven years duration. 

A ſimilar conſequence; or one as fatal, 
might be expected, were the Popular Party to 
keep back, waiting till the Friends of the 
Miniſters may chooſe to come forward, In 
that caſe, the Miniſter's Friends may keep 


back at the Miniſter's defire, till the proper 


time is come for a diſſolution; and then the 
above fatal effect will follow. Or it may ſuit 
his ſchemes to treat for a Peace with France, 
(no matter whether ſincerely or not) and in 
that caſe, by leaving the buſineſs to be ma- 
naged by Mr. Wilberforce and his Friends, 
at a Meeting called by them, the Friends of 
their Country will find that they have given 
. up 
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8 
up every meaſure they could have wiſhed to 
introduce. 

To obviate all theſe dangers, and do what 
in the circumſtances may be poſſible, I would 
recommend a Previous Meeting to be held as 
ſoon as the ſeparate Peace of Auſtria is known. 
You will thus know your ſtrength, and may 
aſcertain whether a Petition for a Change of 
Men and Meaſures can be carried with a 
proper ſuperiority; or, if that probably could 
not be ſo carried, whether a Petition for Peace, 
as the next beſt meaſure, might not be car- 
ried even with a very great ſuperiority; and, 
poſſibly with it, Reſolutions ſuch as we could 
wiſh; or at leaſt that the Petition itſelf, worded 
to our own minds, might fo be carried. 

I have now done what I feel to be my du- 
ty; and I leave it to you, my good friend, to 
conſider theſe thoughts of mine, and do with 
them as on your own mature conſideration, ' 
or on conſultation with any friends, you may 
judge beſt. OE . 

I always rely with implicit confidence on 
your public ſpirit, and your enlightened at- 
tachment to the cauſe of Liberty; and not 


leſs on your conſtant friendly regard to me. 


I am; with the fame cordial regard to you, 


Dear Sir, 
-__—_ Your's ever, 
n . WEVILL. 
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LETTER XV. 


| Fram the Rev. C. WyvilL to RicHaRD 
. SLATER Mil xES, Eſq. 


: 


My Dear Sir, 


IAM not wholly diſcouraged by the adverſe 

ſtate of opinions in the Weſt of Yorkſhire. 
I do not expect our leading Adverſaries will 
be drawn by any 2 of public diſtreſs to 
own that they have been wrong, or to concur 
in any meaſure tending to diſplace Mr Pitt, and 
bring Mr. Fox into Power, I {till have hopes, 
however, that in the courſe of this winter we 
may come forward with. ſucceſs, though 1 
have no doubt that your information is accu · 
rate reſpecting the adherence of the Mer- 
chants at Leeds to the preſent Miniſter. 

The event which I have always looked to 
as forming the proper juncture for Popular 
Meetings, is an Auſtrian Peace with France. 
By the artifices of our Cabinet, probably that 
event has been retarded beyond our expecta - 
tion. But recent circumſtances ſeem to ren- 
der a ſeparate Peace between the Powers of 
Germany and France almoſt unavoidable, or 
at leaſt highly probable. We may expect 
very ſoon to hear that Preliminaries are 
ſigned at Luneyille, or ſome other informa- 
tion which may evidently ſhow that an agree- 
ment may be depended on. Suppoſe that 

event to have happened, or that an agree- 
ment is aſcertained, I think the ſituation of 
| the 
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the Country will be fuch as to render it ſaſe 
to call 'a County Meeting. Becauſe, if ſt 
ſhould then appear that a queſtion for a Peti- 
tion, aſking a change of Miniſters, could not 
be carried with a proper ſuperiority, -there - 
ſeems no reaſon to doubt that a Petition for 
Peace alone might be ſo carried. It is evi- 
dent that on that ſubject we ſhould have the 
concurring opinion and good wiſhes of the 
whole Country, except only thoſe who by 
intereſt, or zeal for high and arbitrary prin- 
ciples of Government, muſt be conſidered as 
too ſtrongly biaſſed againſt us, ever to join 
with us in any political meaſure. Such men 
exiſted in 1780. They were probably as 
numerous, or nearly ſo, as at preſent; but 
finding we had then the ſenſe of the Country 
with us, they durſt not give us, at that time, 
any public oppoſition. The ſame event may 
probably happen now. Deſerted by Auſtria, 
and attacked by France on one ſide, and by 
the Northern Powers on the other, the Na- 
tion muſt feel not only that Peace is neceſ- 
ſary, but, probably alſo, that the miſconduct 
of Miniſters has been too long endured. Sup- 
pole this not to be the opinion of ' Yorkſhire 
at the moment of a County Meeting, we are 
ſure that the neceſſity of Peace muſt be al- 
lowed by all, in the conjuncture alluded to. 
And it ſeems equally certain, that a Petition 
from Yorkſhire for Peace will be a conſider- 
able point gained; far better, no doubt, than 
our remaining in ſilent acquieſcence, - 
But if our Friends ſeem to-think it will be 
good policy to wait till other perſons, hitherto 
| "CY friendly 


( 134) | 
friendly to Miniſters, may chooſe to come 
forward. To this I beg leave to ſtate. my 
objections. - ro 
-  T conceive it very poſſible that the perſons 
in queſtion may defer their movement, either 
influenced directly or indirectly by the Mi- 
niſter, for a conſiderable time, ſo as to give 
him the opportunity which I ſtrongly ſuſpect 
he is waiting to ſeize, when the buſineſs of 
the ſupplies being over, and no impreſſion 
againſt him having been made by County 
Meetings, he may ſafely diſſolve the Parlia» 
ment, and return the ſame ſervile majority, 
with few or no exceptions. I leave you to 
judge what elſe but ruin to Public Liberty 
could be expected from a Parliament ſubſtan- 
tially the ſame as the preſent, re- elected for 
à period of ſeven years. | | 
On the other hand, in a ſituation ſo criti- 
cal, and with the wiſh of the Public ſo cer- 
tainly known as it is at preſent for Peace, it 
is not improbable that Mr. Pitt may think fit 
to renew the Negociation with France. It 
matters not whether he is ſincere or not in 
treating anew for Peace. It is obvious 
enough, that were that to be his ſcheme, 
there is nothing he would more wiſh than 
that Mr. Wilberforce and his Friends in 
Yorkſhire ſhould give him the ground he 
wants to take, by getting Petitions from the 
County, as well as from Leeds, &c. This 
would be the game he would play here and 
every where elſe ; and then the fatal conſe- 
quence above-mentioned would be brought 
on, in ſomewhat a different way, but with 

equal 


tas) 


equal effect. Whereas on this very . 
tion, ſhould . we get the ſtart of him, we 
might carry Petitions: worded, according to 
our vie u, and ſo as effectually to defeat rs ; 
and poſſibly procure the Petition of the a 
County to be accompanied with ſome popu- 
lar Reſolutions ſtill more advantageous. n- 

Upon the whole, I ſee no good reaſon why 
we ſhould not ſeize the opportunity of the 
ſeparate Peace alluded to, and immediately 
call, by public advertiſement, ,a. Previous 
| Meeting of our Friends, with a view to hold 
a County Meeting for the purpoſe of peti- 
tioning the Throne either for a change 
Miniſters, if that ſhall appear feaſible at the 
time, or if not, for Peace alone. < 

I bave mentioned theſe ideas to our friend 
Mr. Peirſe, and alſo to ſeveral other Geatle- 
men in this neighbourhood who are amon 
the molt conſiderable of our Party, at 
find they concur with me in opinion. I have 
alſo ſtated them to Mr. Strickland; and mean 
to write to our friend at Cuſworth on the 
ſubje&t immediately. I do not think of 
troubling any more of, our friends with my 
ſentiments. ' Peirſe, Scroope, &c. approve, 
and will co-operate. If yourſelf, and Strick- 
land, and Wrightſon ſee the matter in the 
ſame light as is here repreſented, I ſhall be 
perfectiy ſatisfied, and will then ſay, let us 
boldly puſh on, the moment a ſeparate Peace 
is known, and be preparing for it immedi- 
ately. But if you and our two laſt- named 
friends ſtill mould have doubts, I own I have 
little more to ſay that is likely to remove 
them, SL And 
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And now, my dear Sir, let me affure you 
that I have troubled you and them with my 
thoughts upon this ſabject ſolely from a ſenſe 
of duty. If the friends whom I fo highly 
eſteem, and with whom I wiſh to act, or not 
to act, as may appear to them adviſable, 
ſhould ſtill think inactivity prudent, I ſhall moſt 
readily acquieſce. I am, in truth, from my 
time of life becoming” daily more diſpoſed to 
acquieſcence, and with your opinions in fa- 
vour of inactivity, after I have ſtated mine 
againſt it, I ſhall reſt fully ſatisfied. T am, 


Dear Sir, 
With moſt cordial regard, 


Your's ever, 
| C. WYVILL, 


P. S. From the foreign intelligence of this 
day's poſt, affairs may be thought to wear a 
hoſtile appearance. Yet as the Armiſtice has 
been prolonged for fix days, that is, to the 
28th of November, I till think the reaſoning - 
of this letter is applicable.—Should hoſtilities 
be actually commenced after the Armiſtice is 
expired, I own my opinion would be altered. 
But J do not expect it; and a few days will 
ſhow, * 


* A ſimilar letter, with ſome light variations, was ſent to W. 
Wrightſon, Eſq; on the 14th of December, 1800 ; to which his 
to the Editor of the 18th of that month, was Mr. Wrightſon's 
anſwer Ir is the next lexter of this ſeries. 
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ole LETTER XVI. #* 9 7. 
From WitLiam WarIGHT80ON, Eſq; to the 
PER” Kev. C. Wrvirt. N 
Ws oor  CousworTrn, Dre. 18/4, 1800. // 
My Dear Sir, 11 2/11 d lum, 
F Auſtria ſhould make a ſeparate Peace, the 

4 probability of which is much increaſed 
ſince your letter of the 14th, and if any in- 
dignation ſhould ariſe in the breaſts of the 
Freeholders on that event, it certainly vrould 
be a favourable moment to make our 

to the County. At preſent * I fear there is 
no fair ground of hope that the confidence 
of the County is withdrawn from Miniſters, 
though the zeal in their favour may be ſome- 
what abated. In the year 1780 the Country 
breathed a different ſpirit, popular principles 
were held in high reſpect, that controul which 
the People ought to hold and exerciſe, was 
ſanctioned and ſupported, both in and out of 
Parliament, by a great majority of the King- 


* F774 


OF 


® In the opinion of his worthy. friend here intimated, the Edi. 
tor willingly acquieſced ; and for a few weeks he forbore the pro- 
ſecution of his deſign, But in the courſe of the next month, it 
became apparent from the reſolutions adopted by Public Meetings 
at Leeds, &c, in oppoſition to the wiſhes of the Contractors, and 
other decided Friends of the Miniſter, that his influence io the 
Weſt of Yorkſhire was very conſiderably diminiſhed. Of this 
the-third and ſome ſubſequent Papers prefixed to this Volume ex- 
| hibit a ſufficient proof. Encouraged by this manifeſt c of 
ſentiment in that populous part of the County, ſeveral ref; 
Geatlemen a to ſign an application to Mr. Wrighiſon, re- 
queſting him to call a Public Meeting, in purſuance of the 
power intruſted to him on the 7th of February, 1798, with a 
view to procure a General Meeting of the County of York. 
The next Number contains a ſeries of the moſt material letters 
which paſſed on this occaſion between the Editor and his friends, 

| dom ; 
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** and the Miniſter, on the moſt impor- 
tam queſlion that has been agitated in modern 
times, was run within eighteen votes. If the 
refult of a County Meeting is nothing more 
than the adoption of a Petition for Peace, 
worded by the Friends of Miniſtry, which 
muſt be the caſe if the © AY W 
us, Cui Bono? | 8 2 
VUnleſs the 8 are with us, an amend- 
ment would be moved and carried in the 
ſame tone as if the County had been called 
together by Mr. Wilberforce or his Friends. 
In my opinion the whole we have to conſider 
is, whether we are ſure to carry our own 
meaſures, and not to call a County Meeting 
til} that point is beyond diſpute. If it is the 
belief of our friends that we can do that now, 
or if the event of a ſeparate Peace, or the 
preſſure of new burthens, ſhould at any time 
induce them to think ſo, I ſhall be ready to 
concur in the opinions of thoſe for whole judg- 
ment and good menden, I bave the 0 
reſpect. I am 
My Dear Sir, 
With great regard, 
Your's moſt faithfully, 
WILLIAM WRIGHTSON. 


NUMBER 
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Containing the EDiTOR's Correſpondence with 
ſeveral Yorkſhire Gentlemen in the early part 
of the year 1801, with a view to promote a 
Meeting of the County, by a Previous Meet- 
ing to be called by W. WRMIORHTSON, Eſq. 


oh LETTER I. 

From the Rev. C. WVVILIL to JonN HuTToON, 
Eſq; and otber Gentlemen in tbe North Part 
of Yorkſhire. 1 

e 7 BuxTox-HALL, Jas. 26, 1800. | 
My Dear Sir, os "a 
EE DS has petitioned for a ſpeedy Peace. 
The other Towns, I am aſſured, have 
ſimilar ſentiments. I preſume, therefore, that 
you agree with me in thinking that it is high 

time to take the neceſſary ſteps for 2 

a Meeting of the County. And | reque 

the favour that by the return of the Poſt 

you will empower me to add your name to a 

Requiſition which will be ſigned in this neigh- 

bourhood, to deſire Mr. Wrightſon will call 

a Previous Meeting at Ringroſe's Tavern as 

ſoon as may be convenient, in order to make 

an immediate application to the High Sheriff 
| to 
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to call a Meeting of the County. Mr. 
Wrightſon “ was intruſted with this power 
by the laſt Requiſition Meeting; and the ap- 
Kt to him, and other ſteps to be taken 
before a County Meeting can be called, will 
neceſſarily conſume a good deal of time, on 
which account I hope you will excuſe the li- 
berty I have taken to requeſt as ſpeedy an 
anſwer as poſſible. 1 am, 
2 «00 To Bear Sir 7 1. 

With great regard, 

Wet, es 119947 „ War een 49 
C. WYVILL. 


? 
1 


* 
* 
* 


LETTER II. 
From the Rev. C. WVIVILL to WILLIA u 
71. - STRICKLAND, Eſg. b 
Bo ron-HAtt, Jas. agth, 1801 
Dear Sir, 0 N . 
HE Requiſition to Mr. Wrightfon, which 
1 is copied on the other fide, has been 
figned by a few of my immediate neighbours, 
'* The laſt Requifition Meeting was held on the 7th of Febro- 
arys 1798. Their Addreſs to the worthy Freeholders of York- 
Wire is the 22d of the Preliminary Papers prefixed to the 5th 
Volume of this Collection. Their Refolotions were not publiſhed, 
as the Editor believes; but it is certain that their long-depending 
Requiſition was figned by the Gentlemen preſent, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to promote a more extenſive ſignature ; and 
that the power to call a freſh Requifition Meeting was then intruſt- 
ed to Mr. Wrightſon, as it had been before int to him by the 
Meeting held on the 2d day of Auguſt, 1797- The only | | 
Feft in the poſſeſſion of the Chairman of the Committee, which 


— 


is important enough to be publiſhed, is the Requiſition with the 
ſignatures either annexed at the Meeting on the 7th of February, 
1798, or afterwards communicated- to the Committee; which 
Paper has been obtained by the kindneſs of the reſpectable Friend 
alluded to, fince the publication of the gth Volume; and it is 
the firſt of the Preliminary Papers prefixed to this Volume. 


will 


. 
— — * a 
* 
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will be ſigned by ſome other Gentlemen in a 
day or two, and will then be ſent to Mr. 


Wrightſon without delay. 1 therefore wiſh 


to ſend you a copy, and at the ſame time 
to add a few lines by way of explanation, 
or rather of apology, if you ſhould diſapprove 
this ſtep. ja | 
Since our late letters on the ſubject of a 
County Meeting, various events have occur- 
ed, which in a very great degree increaſe the 
danger of the Country, and in a particular 
manner diſtreſs the Trading Part of the 
Community. Leeds has petitioned for a 
ſpeedy Peace. And other Towns, I am af- 
ſured, entertain ſimilar ſentiments, from hav- 
ing felt ſimilar diſtreſs. Some of | theſe 
Towns are ready to petition, but delay ir, 
only with a view to let this County hold a 
Meeting firſt. In ſhort, it is evident that the 
wiſh for Peace is general; and on this ſub- 
ject, at leaſt, we are ſure of a decided ſupe- 
rioty, if we ſhould not be able to carry a queſ- 
tion for the diſmiſſal of Miniſters at a County 
Meeting. In this ſtate. of public affairs and 
public opinion I think it impoſlible that, hold- 


ing a Previous Meeting, with a view to eſſect 


a Meeting of the County, can do harm; and 
therefore I have taken this ſtep to procure one. 
I know you look for this meaſure to originate 
with Landed Gentlemen, who have till now 
been our Opponents, But I think you may 
wait for their coming forward much longer 


than the dangerous ſituation of the Country, 
the daring character of the Miniſter, and the 


means he has of parrying our attacks, would 


render prudent, It 
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It is true, his friends in Leeds, or at leaſt 
ſeveral of them, appear to have deferred him 
at their late Meeting; but that was the effect 
of great and almoſt intolerable diſtreſs in and 
about Leeds, which ſeems to have overcome 
their partiality to him, and their dread of 
thoſe whom they lately ſtiled Jacobins. But 
this is not to be expected from the Landed 
Intereſt, becauſe they are not diſtreſſed as 
the Manufacturing Intereſt are “; their Te- 
nants are making fortunes; and they are raiſ- 
ing their rents almoſt univerſally. We have 
now, therefore, as I judge, the beſt oppor- 
tunity we are likely to have for moving the 
County within any time which it would be 
ſafe or prudent to wait for. Beſide theſe 
reaſons, it has great weight with me that T 
know Mr. Fox and Mr. Grey wiſh the 
meaſure to take place. I have had a good 
3 1 | deal 


® Ttis an obſervation which has been often repeated, and as 
often admitted without a queſtion, that wiſdom and vittue are to 
be found in a greater proportion in the middle than in any other 
claſs of our People. And it is almoſt as generally admitted that 
in the extenſive and diverſified range of that cla{s,” there is no 
body of men who from the advantages of education, their habits 
of life, and the uſual i dence of their ſituation, poſſeſs ſo 
ſtrong a claim to the confidence of the Community in thoſe re- 
ſpeRs as the Gentry of England. At the crifis here brought back 
to our recollection, the Manufacturing Part of the Nation were 
inclined to Peace, by a very decided majority, while the any 
manifeſted no great change of their political ſentiments, 
ſeemed willing to ſuffer Miniſters to prolong the War, without 
expoſtulation. Undoubtedly the conduct of the mercantile clafſes, 
on this occaſion, was more conſonant with the troe Intereſt of 
the Nation than that of the Country Gentlemen. At laſt, the 
ManufaQurers, &c. did abandon the Miniſter had ſo long 
admired, and did oppoſe the War they had fo loudly ſupported ; 
the change in their political ſentiments was fortunate for the 
Country; but it was not effected till the continuance of the War 
threatened their utter ruin, * 
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deal of correſpondence lately with Mr. Fox, 
and ſome with, Mr. Grey upon the ſubject. 
They both ſeem anxious that this opportu- 
nity ſhould not be ſuffered to flip by; and 
both will do every thing in their power to 
procure. us the aſſiſtance we want. On this 
head, I have letters of much importance, 
which 1 am very defirous of ſhowing you. 
They will, I hope, ſatisfy you, if my reaſon- 
ing in this and former letters ſhould fall. 
I will only add, that a letter which I re- 
ceived from Mr. Fox on Monday, was what 
determined me to make this attempt. He 
ſeems to think no time is to be loſt; and you 
know that was my opinion before. I heartily 
wiſh you may approve what I have done, and 
ſhall be happy, if you do, to hear it immedi- 
ately. Of courſe this letter muſt be ſecret, 
except to the moſt. confidential friends. 


Jam, with entire regard, Dear Sir, 
| Your's ever, C. WYVILL. 


mine had ſpread diſtreſs and conſternation around them. At that 
period, however, the Country Gentlemen felt no ſuch preſſure 
of calamity ; their tenants were proſpering, their rents were ti- 
fing; their abhorrence of the exceſſes of 'the French Republicans, 
their dread of the Reformers of England, aud their infatuated de- 
votian to the Miniſter, all continued without any very marked di- 
minution; and commiſeration alone, for the diſtreſs of their mer- 
cantile Fellow- Citizens, could not induce them in any great pro- 
rtion to abandon their habitual partiality to the Miniſter and 
is meaſures. But till they were honett, though deluded men; 
= ſtill loved their Country and its Conſtitution, though their 
miſtaken ſupport of Mr. Pitt's ſyſtem hazarded greatly the exiſ- 
tence of both. They till were a body of independent and virtu- 
ous men, fincerely attached to rational Liberty, though too long 
duped by the artifices of a fraudfol Miniſter, Undoubtedly they 
will ſee their error; they will perhaps confeſs it; and to them, 
at laſt, the Country will be indebted tor the correction of Abuſes, 
and the preſervation of our Rights. Recent events in Parliament 
warrant this hope; and it cannot appear too ſanguine nuw to en- 

a tertain if, , ro 

April 28:5, 1305. 4 
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From the Rev. C. WrvIII to HENRY 
| Perrs8e, Eſq. 

BuxTON-HALL, Satur , 
BR 71" 7 . 8. 
My Dear Sir, pf] " 
HE meaſure we have under conſidera- 
tion is certainly of great public impor- 
tance; and for the ſake of the Public, it be- 
hoves us to take care that what is to be done 
may be done on the moſt ſafe and ſolid grounds. 
I do really think, as I told you in-my haſty 
note written this day at noon, that we have 
the ſenſe of the County with us on the que- 
ſtion for Peace; particularly that the Manu- 
faturers, formerly ſo violent againſt us, are 
now moſt ſtrenuous for putting an end 
to the War. Yet, that we may not be de- 
ceived by appearances, it has occurred to me 
to write to Mr. Linſley, the Chairman of 
the Leeds Meeting, and to Mr, Hamer Oates, 
who ſpoke with ſo much energy in ſupport 
of their queſtion for Peace, to inquire whe- 
ther it is their opinion, iſt, That a queſtion for 
the diſmiſſal of Miniſters, as the beſt way of 
romoting that Peace they are ſo anxious to 
obtain, would be ſupported at a County Meet- 
ing by a majority of the Trading Intereſt of 
the Weſt-Riding. And if their opinion on 
this queſtion ſhould be negative, whether they 

can aſſure us, ; F 
2d, That a queſtion for Peace at a County 
Meeting, would be ſupported by a great and 

decided ſuperiority of that Intereſt, f 
ap- 


(445) 
I apprehend the anſwer to the firſt query 


will be a negative; yet for reaſons which I 
will explain to Mr. Monſon when I have the 


pleaſure to ſee you both, I think it adviſable 
to put the queſtion to them. But if the an- 


ſwer to the ad query ſhould: be what I ex- 


pect it will, that we may depend on being 
ſupported at a County Meeting by a conſi- 
derable majority of the Trading Intereſt, we 


- ſhall then have ſolid ground to go on; and it N 
will then be perfectly ſatisfactory to you 


and Mr. Monſon, I doubt not, to proceed di- 
rectly with the Requiſition, and ſend it to Mr. 


Wrightſon. If the anſwer ſhould unexpedt- 


edly be that we muſt not rely on having any 
conſiderable ſupport from that Intereſt, even 
for a Petition for Peace, at a County Meeting, 


in that caſe I ſhall moſt entirely agree with 


you and your brother, that the time for 


making this attempt, however virtuous, or 


however neceflary in our Judgment i it, may by, 


is not yet come. 

Hoping that this application to the Leeds 
Meretiiag will be as ſatisfactory to you and 

Mr. Monſon as it will be to myſelf, I could not 


forbear immediately communicating the idea. 


I think I cannot hear from Leeds till Wed- 


 neſday next. On that day, if the anſwer 


comes to me in the morning, I will be with 
you an hour before dinner. If it ſhould: not, 
expect me on Thurſday. I am, 7 
22 My Dear Sir, 
Moſt truly your's, 


* 


K LETTER 
. „ 


* 
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LETTER, 


From * Rev. C. Wryn t 5% Joszen Lins- 
Tur, Eſq; Chairman of tbe Meeting at 
Leeds, which petitioned for Peace in 1801; 
"alſo, to Hamer OAr ES, Eſq; and the Rev. 

William Woop. ; 


40 BonrowHaut, Feb. 1. te 
Sir, 
A Requiſition has been ceſpellably aged 
in this neighbourhood, requeſting Mr. 
Wrightſon, in purſuance of the power veſted 
in him by a former Meetiag, to call a freſh 
Meeting at Ringroſe's Tavern in Vork, to 
conſider an application to the High-Sheriff to 
call a Meeting of the County to petition the 
Throne on the preſent melancholy criſis of 
Public Affairs. But the Friends of this Re- 
quiſition confidering a Meeting of the County 
of York to be a meaſure of great national 
importance, wiſh to act with a depree of cav- 
tion adequate to that importance, and previ- 
-ouſly to aſcertain the ſupport they are likely 
to meet with, particularly from the Mer- 
- chants and Manufacturers of Leeds, and the 
24 reat Towns in the Weſt- Riding, be- 

y tender their Requiſition to Mr. 
| Wright therefore beg n in their | 
behalf, to aſk your opinion, 

1. Whether a queſtion for the Diſmiſſal of 
Miniſters, as the beſt way of promoting that 
Peace which they are ſo anxious to obtain, 


w_ be ſupported at a a County Meeting by 
a majority 


„ 
A, majority of the Trading Intereſt of the 
Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire. on | 
., Wherher a queſtion | for Peace at | 
County Meeting would be ſupported by a 
great and decided ſuperĩority of that Intereſt. ' 
Your anſwer to theſe two queſtions, as far 
as you are enabled to form a judgment of the 
diſpoſition of the Trading Part of the Weſt- 
Riding, is requeſted to be ſent with as little 
loſs of time as poſſible, as the Friends of Peace 
in this part of Yorkſhire will take no farther - 
ſteps in the buſineſs of thebr Requiſition till 
they have heard from you *® or Mr. Oates: ' - 
I I requeſt you to en the . 
you, . | ˖ 


L Your moſt obedient, humble ferent, 23 
8 1 WYVILL. | 


f ICS . | | a : 
4 LETTER v. 


From the Rev. Wituram Wood' 10 the 
[36-48 Rev. * WYviLL. 


| Larne, Feb. 3, 1801. 


. *. 


M Dear Sir, 


1 HAVE been 8 of writing to —_ 


for ſome days, and have waited onlx till I 
ſhould find myſelf able to give you à more. 


decided account of the ſtate of public opinion 


| in this commercial part of the Country. A 
, very material change has certainly taken 
f place, which is daily increaſing, and if left 
, * To this letter fo anſwer vas received Wikio Mr Lane. 


/ K 2 | to 
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\ 
Fad 


SET ( 148 )* 
to its natural operation will, doubt not, 


produce happy conſequences to the Public at 
large. But it is of great conſequence that it 


' ſhould not appear to be forcibly haſtened by 


the exertions of any particular ſet of men. I 


had fome converſation with ſome! judicious 


friends, more than a week ago, concerning 
the probabje event of a cali foria County 
Meeting. It appeared to us, at that time, 
that though ſuch a meaſure may be deſirable, 


and likely to be productive of good eſlects in 


a few weeks, the public feelings are ſcarcely 
ſufficiently excited to feave no apprehenſion | 
of a failure. The fact is, that a very great 
majority of thoſe who haye hitherto been 
ſtrenuous advocates for the War, are in their 


hearts convinced of the neceſſity of Peace for 


the. retrievement of their mercantile eon- 
cerns, and the ſalvation of the Country; and 
if they had no prejudices againſt a particular 
deſcription of men to relinquiſh, and no un- 


- pleaſant acknowledgment of paſt errors to 


digeſt, would, come readily forward with. a 
Petition for a Change of Miniſters, or any 
other meaſure which would facilitate the re- 
ſtoration of Peace. Many of them have ac- 


tually ſigned the preſent Petition, who would 


be rerrified at the idea of acting in conjunc- 
tion with men whom they have been taught 
to conſider as Republicans, and Enemies not 
only to Kings but to all ſocial order and uſe- 


ful ſubordination. I grant that their opinion 


is founded on a miſtake, but till they can be 
convinced it is ſo, they will certainly be influ- 
enced by it. In this light they haye been ac- 
F t  cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to regard almoſt the whole Body 
of Diſſenters, and all ſuch former Advocates 
for Parliamentary Reform as did not become 
Alarmiſts in an early period of the preſent 
War, and have not uniformly approved of 
Mr. Pitt's adminiſtcation. in this number 
you will not be ſurpriſed to find yeurſelf 
ranked with the foremoſt. Now the only 
game which the determined Friends of the 
preſent Adminiſtration and the violent Ad- 
vocates for the continuance of the War have 
to play, is, to renew the old ery of danger to 
the Conftitorion, and bring into diſeredit, 
with the timid and the wavering, every at- 
tempt to make the Public Diſtreſs known to 
the Sovereign by the means of Public Meet- 
ings. On this account, 1 have always been 
deſirous that my friends ſhould! not come 
very forward 'on this occaſion. I have not 
quite ſucceeded to my wiſh, for the preſſure . 
of commercial difficuſties will act with a force 
ſcarcely to be reſiſted. The cry againſt the 
Diſſenters is in conſequence, in ſome degree, 
_ raiſed; but I hope it has come rather too 
late; and I am fully perſuaded that in a little 
time many who have thought the worſt of 
us will be convinced that we are enlightened 
as well as fincere Friends to our Country. 

Bat prejudices will not give way at once, 
and are ſure to be reyived and ſtrengthened 
by any ſtep which either ditectiy oppoſes 
them, or brings forward into view ideas that 
have been aſſociated with them. Ia this 
ſtate of public ſentiment, I am rather in- 
clined to R County Meeting _- 

a 3 | 
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be deferred a few weeks longer, though it 
may perhaps be deſirable to have it in the 
courſe: of a few weeks. I have ſeen; Mr. 
Hamer Oates, who is waiting to conſult with 
a few. friends, and will anſwer your letter in 
a poſt or two.“ Mr. Wilberforce's letter 
to the Committee, in anſwer to their com- 
municating the Reſolutions, &c. I have juſt 
read. It is written in his uſual hypotheti- 
cal, ambiguous ſtile, but it is ſufficiently 
evident that his chief anxiety is to ſupport 
the credit of Miniſters. If you ſee the Leeds 
Intelligencer, you will perceive the- manner 
in which the oppoſition to the Petitions is 
carried on. 5 | 
With fincere good wiſhes for Mrs. W. ang 


all your family, 2 
| I remain faithfully your's, h 
W. WOOD. 
en PENCE. 


From William WRrIGHTSON, Eſq; to be 

Rev. C. WrVIIL. | 
My Dear Sir, 1 

Found on my return from London your 
letter of the 28th, and this morning re- 
ceived your”s of the 3d. I left every thing in 

doubt and obſcurity; The only thing that is 
'* The anſwer of Mr. Hamer Oates to the 4th letter of this 
Number has been preſerved ; but as it contains oply the ſame ob- 
1 to the meaſure propoſed by the Landed Gentlemen of the 
| North-Riding, which Mr. Wood has ftated in this letter, it ſeemed - 
unneceflary to requeſt Mt. H. Oates to permit his anſwer to be 
publiſhed, : 9 905 

certain 
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certain is that the Members do not flock to 
Mr. Pitt's. ſtandard with the- fame zeal a3 
heretofore; and in the City his reputation is 


much faded. Among my friends, with whain' 
had an opportunity of converſing, it was 


not conſidered that a Petition for Peace from 
this County, worded by our enemies, imply- 


ing no cenſure, and pointing to no change of 
men or meaſures, would be matter of much 
import. Before I hear from you again, you 
will be fully informed how far we are to ex- 
pect ſupport; and whatever. you and our 
friends think expedient, I ſhall moſt chear- 
fully concur in. I wiſh I could fay that I faw 
any thing in the variety of intrigue going on 
at this moment that boded good —— 
| I _ dear Sir, 
FOI: falchfully your's, {16.1 
e N. WRIGHTSON. 
CuswonTu, ab. 4b, 1801, | 
LETTER VII. 7 
From Saxon. SHors, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. WrviLL, 


MztasnRooK, Feb. 5th, mou 
My Dear Sir, 


| I Thank you much for your two letters, 
one received a long time ago, which I 


ſhould have replied to much earlier, had it 
not been for the reaſon you referred to that I 


had nothing pleaſant of a pudlie nature to com- 
municate. Your laſt, received yeſterday, an- 
| K 4 nounces 
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nounces a meaſure in contemplation of im- 
portance z- and I ſhould rejoice greatly in the 
proſpect of it, if there were any opening to 
expect ſucceſs. The ſituation of the Country 
demands it; but I fear the prevailing ſupineneſs 
of a great part of the People, and the ran- 
courous party ſpirit which ſtill remains among 
others, notwithſtanding the ſufferings of the 
Nation, will afford no chance of that ſupport 
which would anſwer the end deſired. I hear 
the Petition at Leeds was by no means gene- 
rally ſupported, and at Wakefield I am told 
great party violence has been manifeſted, and 
Counter-Petitions carried; it has alſo been 
ſaid to be the ſame at Leeds“. You may pro- 
bably have obtained more authentic intelli- 
gence from thence. - You will find the re- 
port of Pitt's removal proves unfounded. I 
ſincerely wiſh it had been true, if a thorough 
change of meaſures had beenthe conſequence, 
which would be the only chance to ſave the 
Country, now, from the fituation of the Con- 
tinent, in greater peril than ever before. Bur 
it appears to me that ſtill ſeverer ſufferings 
muſt take place, before thoſe who have ſup- 
ported the preſent Adminiſtration with ſo 
much infatuation can be brought ro change 
their conduct. Till that can be brought about 


* For the Wakefield Proteft fee the 7th Preliminary Paper of 
this Volume. No Counter-Petition or Proteſt was ado at Ar 
Public Meeting in Leeds; but Reiolutions were publiſhed wi 
the figoatures of the Mayor of Leeds, Mr. Becket, Mr. Calverly, 


&c. annexed, declaring the reaſons of their diſſent from the pe- 


tition which had been agreed to by the Merchants and Manufac- 
ture who had met at the Cloth-Hall in Leeds on the 13th of 

— 2 1801, For theſe Reſolutions ſee the 10th Preliminatx 
Paper of this Volume, n ge? 
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in a very conſiderable degree, it ſeems to me 
in vain for the real conſiſtent Friends of Li- 
berty and of the Conſtitution to exert them- 
ſelves, and by ſo doing, without ſucceſs, the 
hazard is of their doing harm, and, inſtead of 
counter acting. of their ſtrengthening the 
hands of thoſe who have brought the preſent 
miſchiefs upon this devoted Country. I am 
glad to hear of the welfare of your family; 
all here and at my ſon's are well, and deſire 
to be particularly remembered to you and 
your 's, with, 


Dear Sir, . 8 moſt cordially, 
SAM. SHORE. 


(491331 | | 9 — — — _ 
LETTER VIII. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL 40 the Doxs I 
f „enn. 


| BuxTox-HALL, Fe. 61h, 1 boy. 


ww 


: My Lord, | 
I BEG leave to offer to your Grace's peru 
a copy of a Requiſition to Mr. Wrightſon 
to call a Previous Meeting, with a view to 
obtain a General Meeting of the County; 
which Requiſition has been ſigned by near 
twenty Gentlemen, chiefly of this neighbour- 
hood, and will be ſent without N to Mr. 
Wrig rheſon. 

I think I may cafely venture to aſſure your 
Grace that there is a very good proſpect of 
ſucceſs. If the County ſhould not be quite 
prepared to accede to a queſtion for the 

removal 


| 
| 
ö 
. 
| 


df 
= 


ſhould be lo 


(us! 


— of Miniſters, yet a Petition for Peace 


would apparently meet * on 3 


| maden and fupport. *: 


L have the dne . be | 
| Your Grace's moſt obedient "wares 
Fit ait Hoy os Ooh WYVILL. 


| — —ůĩ—ůů r 
| LETTER IX. ws 


dw the Rev. Cc. Wrvus to Hewnr a1 
N Eſg. | 


Bus ron HALL, Fe. 91h, 1801. 

My Dear $8, 
HAVE this morning received a letter from 
Mr. Fox, dated Feb. 4th. That was ſe⸗ 
veral days poſterior to the report of Mr. 
Pitt's refagnation. And as Mr. Fox, though 


| writing on the ſubjeR of our projected Meet- 


ing, hints at no difficulty fromm any exiſting ca- 
bal or intrigue, I conceive he knows of none. 
I have alſo heard from our friend Milnes, He 
thinks we are ſure of a great acceſſio 


ſtrengtb from Lord Fitzwilliam, and of à ant 


greater from the Manufacturers, who are al 

moſt to a man adverſe to the War, 
This being the caſe, I conceive not a day 
oft 1 in forwarding.the Requiſition 


to Mr. Wrightſon. I therefore ſend this 
down by my fervant, requeſting to know your 
opinion and Mr. Monſon's upon the buſineſs, 
as it now ſtands, heartily and earneſtly wiſh- 
ing for your approbation to proceed. The 


8 A ſimilar letter was alſo ſent to the Duke of Norfalk, Kart 
ene * 


country 
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Country expects it. Delay will expoſe us to 
Miniſterial manœuvres, and leſſen our hope of 
being able to ſtop the calamities of War for 
the approaching campaign. I think I may 
venture to afſure you our fuccels will be de- 


cilive. 


Kin I -bope, is {till better e 1 7 
„od % Dean &, | 
| 1 Moſt truly your's, | | 
Wo. |: 1- WYVILL. 
p. 5 1 74 8 10 Mr. Cradock; re- 
ceived no letter from Leeds &“; and conſe- 
quently am the more afraid of delay f. 


From the Rev. C. WrviiL % WilLian 
Wrtourson, Eſq. | 


"Dear S. — Byarox-Hazs, Feb. 8h, — 


WE wiſh the Requiſition Meine: which 
we truſt you will have the goodneſs to 
advertiſe immediately in the York Papers, to 
be held about Tueſday the 24th of February, 
if agreeable to you, in order that we may be 
able to make all our friends acquainted with 
the day on which it is to be held. The ad- 
vertiſement will thus appear twice in the 

. Alloding to the e fegen ltr from e which ne- 

; "+ Th The — to this letter was the decifive 


. r 1 
| hs ce _ , 


A a . 
120 York 
. © * 


Wich beſt wiſhes, W to Miſs Peirſe, I 


— — ey 
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York Herald, which will be very material. 


We conceive much will depend on bringin 
a Great Body to attend that day v. 1 — 4 
With ſincereſt regard. 

* 1174; our By 27! 

Lour's ever, 7 5 

P. S. Would it not be proper to advertiſe 
the Meeting in two or three of the London 
Papers, and alſo in thoſe of Leeds, Hull, &c? 
Alderman Wilſon of York, if you deſire it, 

will readily do this for you, I dare fay. 


LETTER XI. - 


From Wm. WRIOHTSsoN, Eſq; to the Rev. 
ONS 
| Faxen 1 „ F:b. 10th, 1801. 
My Dear Sir, — | 
Met ſeveral of our friends here yeſterday, 
and I have ſeen ſeveral others within theſe 
few days. I find them all anxious for a County 


* In of the encouragement received from his 
friends at Bedale, the Editor by the next ſent this letter, 
with the Requiſition annexed, to William Wrightſon, Fſq; but 
the leading Friends of Liberty at Leeds and other parts of the 
Weſt-Riding, who had been apptiſed of the meaſure meditated in 
the North, expreſſed their diſapprobation of it in terms ſo ſtrong, 
that Mr. Wrghiſon, with that prudence and caution which have 


. ſo often marked his character with honour in the courſe of. theſe 


attempts to aſſemble the County of York in favour of both Peace 
and Reform, delayed, for a ſhort time, to ſend the Requiſition to 
the Sheriff of Yorkſhire, His anſwer to this letter, which is the 
next in this ſeries, appeared to the Editor Aly right under the 
exiſting cireumſtances; but it deſtroyed the hope which the Edi- 
tor had begun to indalge, that Torkſhire might again be ranged 

5 8 Meeting, 
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Meeting, and fanguine in the hopes of being 
joined by many new friends in an application 
to the Sheriff; but all deprecate the idea of any 
Previons Meeting. Much time will be gain- 
ed, and much acceſſion of ſtrength, if, inſtead 
of any Previous Meeting, we were all to ex- 
ert ourſelves in our different diſtricts to ob- 
tain ſignatures to requeſt the Sheriff to call a 
County Meeting to petition his Majeſty to 
take ſuch immediate meaſures as / may be beſt 
calculated to reſtore Peace to. this afflicted 
Country. I underſtand from Mr. Milnes that 
I ſhall find a letter from you when I get 
home, ſigned by many reſpectable friends, 
to call a Previous Meeting. Under the cir- 
cumſtances above ſtated, I have no doubt you 
and the Gentlemen who have ſigned it will 
allow me to pauſe till I hear again from you, 
before I take .any ſtep which I ſhould fear 
would be in oppoſition to the opinion of all 
our friends in this part of the County. 


I am, 
My Dear Sir, gf 
- Moſt faithfully your's, 
W. WRIGHTSON. 


P. S. Some * of a Requiſition ſhould 


be drawn, and ſent to different perſons, if this 
150 of conduct is adopted. | 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. C. Nd to R. 8. Wins, 
9 


| BuxTox-HALL, F.. 1116, 1801. 

My Dear Sir, 
1 BELIEVE the Previous Meeting, had it 

been well ſupported in the Weſt- Riding. 
would have been very numerouſly attended by 
men who now fee the propriety of our mea- 
ſures, of which they had their doubts before. 
And thus the old Friends of Peace and Li- 
berty would have obtained an increaſe of 
ſtrength, which would have given them a 
deciſive influence at the propoſed County 
Meeting. It would have enabled them, I 
think, to have carried a Petition for a ſpeedy 
Peace, (for certainly that was the queſtion 
proper to be moved) and alſo to have carried 
ſome other queſtion tending ro call the at- 
tention of the County to the preſent ſtate of 
Liberty in this Kingdom, at a ſubſequent 
Meeting of the County. In this manner, I 
hoped that we might be able to give a popular 
complection to our meaſure, ſo as to ſatisfy + 
the F riends of Liberty, and not only unite 
them completely with us in Yorkſhire, but 
obtain for us a degree of confidence in other 
parts of the Country, which might be uſefully 
employed hereafter, in checking dangerous 
extremes on either hand, and promoting the 
ſucceſs of moderate Reform; without which, 
in my judgment, nothing permanent will 


have been obtained for the happineſs of the 
Nation. 
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Nation. By the ſtep you propoſe taking, it 
is probable that ſome new converts to Peaec, 
but hoſtile to our objects, will be gratified, 
and may attend the Meeting. The queſtion 
for Peace may be carried more eaſily,” and 
with a majority ſomewhat greater. But in 
point of Liberty, I fear, we ſha'l be loſers. 
The flender tie which ſeemed, and only 
ſeemed, to keep together a few, truſty Friends 
to Liberty, will vaniſh, and the opportunity 
of uniting a much more conſiderable Body in 
the courſe of this. year, at ſome ſubſequent 
Meeting after the firſt, the ſecond, as projected 
by my plan, will be totally loſt. And this, as 
judge, to carry a queſtion which we ſhould 
have been ſure of carrying, though we had 
perſiſted to bring it forward by the old Friends 
of Peace and the former Requiſition. I had, 
however, no thoughts of attempting to revive 
the Aſſociation, or any ſimilar meaſure. But 
this eventful year probably might have af- 
forded an opportunity to unite the Friends of 
Liberty once more in ſome way, which at 
this moment it is impoſſible to define. I ſhall 
much regret that loſs, as if any thing could 
have given us a chance to fave the Country 
from a Revolution, and at the ſame time to 
preſerve and improve our Liberty, it would 
have been the formation of ſuch a Body of 
Men ia this Country. 

But your letter does not admit the hope that 
our Welt-Riding Friends will adhere to the 
plan which ſeemed to meet their approbation 
before, I can only ſay, that if they wiſh to 
eee Fitawilliam, and other very re- 

| ſpectable 


| 
| 
| 
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ſpeRtable new converts to Peace, by this ſa- 

crifice, it does not meet my concurrence or 
approbation ; becauſe I am fatisfied that rhe 
queſtion for a ſpeedy Peace could not be ſuc- 
ceſsfully reſiſted at a County Meeting, though 
brought forward by thoſe who have aa 


been the Friends of Peace. 


] therefore muſt decline dren up a 
freſh Requiſition to the Sheriff, or taking any 
part in a freſh correſpondence to promote 
the ſignature of ſuch Requiſition in the 
North-Riding. But Peace is an object fo 
truly to be wiſhed, that when Mr. Wrightſon 
has ſignified his non-compliance, I ſhall rea- 
dily gn ſuch a Requiſition, when tendered 
to me by yourſelf or Mr. Wrightſon, and 
will undoubtedly attend the County Meeting, 
if my health will permit. 

I ſhall ſend a copy of your letter to Mr. 


Peirſe, Mr. Monſon, and ſome other friends, 


as ſoon as poſſible. 
1 am, with great regard, 


Dear Sir, 
'Your's ever, I 
C. WYVILL., 
LETTER XIII. 
From the Rev. C. WVVILL to H. PREISE, Eſq. 


Dear Sir, 


SEND you a copy of a letter juſt been 
from Mr. Milnes. After ſo much fatigue, 


wy health and ſpirits will not allow me to 


engage 
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engage in a freſh correſpondence, as 
poſed by Mr. Milnes, Neither do I ſee any 

reaſon to think that a Petition for Peace 
would be rejected at a County Meeting, be- 
cauſe ocopctnll by us. But as they (in the 
Weſt-Riding) refuſe to comply with our Re- 
quiſition, or to attend a Previous Meeting, it 


is unavoidable, for us, 1 chink, 10 give un 
meaſure |... 

But Peace is ſo 1 that I haye tol⸗ 
Mr. Milnes I will ſgn a Requiſition, from 
him or Mr. Wrightſoo, god, attend a ene 
Meeting. 3110 239111 1 {$1 

1 . Miſs Peirſe 2 2 to — daily: 

ray, ſhow. theſe papers. to Mr. . Moglon 


— — 
Jam, 1 
M Dew: Aſs 2 28913 f 
0 iraly ee 
OR: ©. WYVILL, 


Watt. ER 1160, _ 


Mr. Wri with — 
tion ſent him, but — e ene or 
given in his anſwer of Feb. 1oth, in (Letter 11). 
circumſtances'in which he s placed, be could not eddy d 
acted with g — —— t ſueh was the 2 on the 
Editor's mind at that moment of diſappointed. hope. Whether 
any part of his on conduct, upon this 2 diſappoint- 
ment was reprehenfible or not, =" is not for to 
But it is his duty to ſubmit, without reſerve, to the — 
the Public whatever Papers may be neceſſary to exhibit the — 
ments and explain the conduct of the perſons concerned on this 
occaſion, and which ay « _ — Public to form a juſt judg- 


r 
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LETTER XW. 5 
From the Rev. C. WrVIII to WILLI 
Waichrsox, Eſ Q. 
Bua rox-HaLL, Feb. 12th, 1801. 


Dear Sir, 
Have underſtood from our friend Mr. 
Milnes, that it is the general “ intention 
the Gentlemen of your part of the Coun- 
try not to attend the Previous Meeting, if 
you ſhould comply with the Requiſition from 
the North - Riding. Under theſe circumſtances, 
I conceive it Would be the wiſl of every 
Gentleman who ſigned that Requi 
you ſhould not call a Previous i 


* 


ion, that 


— — 1 tt. a abs 


. 


LETTERXV%40 
From the Rev. C. Wrv1LL to R. S. Mianze, 
Eſq. | 


| BoxTon-HbuL, Pub. ray 180. 

Dear Sir, | 8 
O. re- conſidering my lerer to 100 of 

yeſterday's date, I think my reaſons for 

declining to draw up a Requiſition to the 

Sheriff, and tender it 766 our Friends in this 

Riding, are not ſufficiently explained. I there- 


ed pins meu you oat upon the ſubs 


[ ebntinue to thinle we Would Bave Been 
ſuceeſsful at a County Meeting, called by the 
old Friends of Peace and Liberty; that we 
ſhould have carried à Petition for Peate; and 
ſtrengthened the influence of men, whoſe 
zeal for Liberty is the fole cauſe of the diffi- 
culty raiſed by the new Converts to Peace. 
And I do not think it prudent to let down 
the charaRer' of our old Friends, as liable in 
the leaſt degree to the tharge of Republican- 
iſm or violence, merely to gain twenty or 
thirty perſons; or more, who may have thoſe 
unreaſonable' prejudices; even though ſome 
of them ſhould be men of very conſiderable 
influence. In this reſpect, it appears to me, 
that the abandoning of the firſt Requiſition 
is a diſadvantage” 10 far as Liberty is con- 
eerned. It will retard the formation of a 
wa of men in Yorkſhire on moderate prin- 

Oe fs 708 oiples 


„ The Editors kues . Milaes of the 11th of February, 
tvor; bat not been — Win 


#4 
—— ——— — — 
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ciples of Liberty ; the favourable moment for 
increaſing your ſtrength and reputation will 
be loſt; your number indeed will be ſwelled 
at a County Meeting by men of very dif- 


' ferent principles co-operating with you for 


the purpoſe of Peace; but yourſelves will be 
abandoned by them, if you take the leaſt ſlep 
for the promotion of Liberty. This appears 
to me the conſequence to be expected from 
giving up a Previous Meeting of the old 
Friends of Liberty as well as of Peace. 1 
cannot but entertain theſe apprehenſions, un- 
leſs I knew. more of your plan; particularly, 
whether it is underſtood that nothing but a 
queſtion for Peace ſhall} be countenanced, or 
admitted to be debated at the intended Meet - 


ing of the County. If you inform me that 


no aſſurance has been given, or is intended 
to be given to the new Converts, that the 
old Friends of Peace and Liberty will diſcou- 
rage and oppoſe the moving of any Reſolu- 
tion, for inſtance, to cenſure Miniſters, or to 
adjourn the Meeting to a day to be fixed “, 
for the purpoſe of conſidering the ſtate of Na- 
tional Liberty, as well as, that of receiving 
the anſwer from the Throne, my apprehen- 
ſions will be removed; and 1 ſhall have no 


© 6 8 a Nee 41 1 0 1. 11 F 

It was evident to the Editor from the Reſolutions paſſed at 
the Meetings of Leeds, Bradford; and Wakefield, &c. that a Fe- 
tition for; Peace could not be negatived: by a Meeting of the Free- 
holders of Vorkſhite. He therefore thought that the intereſt of 
the Public could not be injured by, fing that a vote cenſuring 
the — — 2 ſhould be paſſed at their intended _ 
ing, a quent Meeting ſhould he appointed to conſi- 
der the flate of Nat onal LETS 42 re — himſelf the 
right to offer thoſe propoſitions, and would have exerciſed that 
right, if ghe Meeting bad been held. „ 
5 11 3% + + 4 6 1 ws | ** objection 
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ohj-Rion to hand your Requiſition to the 
Gentlemen of this part of the Country, and 
to aſſiſt at any Private Meeting of Conſulta- 
tion the day before the Meeting of the County. 
But if aſſurances, ſuch as thoſe I have ſtated, 
have been made to the new Converts, I can- 
not take a part in this buſineſs, which would 
imply my conſent to theſe aſſurances. 
| afſure you l feel as much regret at this 
unfortunate difference of opinion as yourſelf; 
and ſhall be truly happy if the anſwer you 
are able to ſend me is ſuch that I can take an 
active part with you, Mr. Wrightſon, and 
Mr. Strickland in the meaſure you have pro- 
poſed, without incurring the blame of incon- 
ſiſtence. It has hitherto been my higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction to act with men whom I love per- 
ſonally, and whole principles I revere, 
I imagine the perturbed ſtate of the Cabi- 
net will be no objection to your going on 
with the propoſed Meeting. Yet a few days 
ſpent in previous conſultation, with a view 
to preſerve the reputation, and confirm the 
Union of the old Friends of Liberty, will cer- 
tainly be well ſpent. And ſhould it appear 
that the new Converts are to come to you, 
and accede to your meaſures, not that you 
are to go over to them, and accede-to their 
meaſures, excluding every object but that of 
Peace, there will be no difficulty whatever in 
ſecuring the molt perfect harmony. 1 am, 
Dear Sir, 
With ſincere regard, 


Vour's ever, 
c. WYVILL. 


—_— 


FOE 


LETTER XVI. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLlL 4% R. S. Mites, 
BuxToNn-HaLlLl, Feb. 13th, 1801. 
My Dear Sir, | 
DO not feel it eaſy to me to have given a 
negative to any thing you have aſked me 
to do. What 1 allude to is a trifle: the 
drawing up of a freſh Requiſition. If you 
do not think it better to uſe one drawn by 
you or Mr, Wrightſon, the one incloſed is at 
your ſervice. Lil ſign the one yon may 
ſend me back, and tender it to our Friends 
here, who will gladly ſign it. You fee I fully 
rely that no reſtrictions hurtful to our cauſe 
— been agreed to by you and Mr. Wright- 
ON, 


I am, with great regard, 
Dear Sir 


Your's over, 


C. WYVILL. | 


P. S. My fears aroſe from what I had heard 
5 2 ſentiments of a Noble Convert in the 


5 bl 


To the Hicn-SusrIey of the Seer of . 


York. 

Sir, 
E whoſe names are ſubſcribed, requeſt 

you, at as early a day as may be 

convenient, to call a General Meeting of the 

Freeholders 
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Freeholders of this County, in order that 


they may have an opportunity to petition the 
Throne for a ſpeedy Peace; 


LETTER XVII. 


| Frow R. 8. Mirxzs, Eſq; 76 the Rev. c. 
. " Weyvith. 


| My Dear Sir, 
12 ſituation of the Ge is fuck, it 
reſources fo far exhauſted, and its ene- 
mies ſo formidable, that without an immediate 
Peace I can contemplate nothing but ruin. 
With that conviction upon my mind, I was 
urged to adopt thoſe meaſures which appear- 
ed to me moſt conducive to obtain ſo deſira- 
ble an end; I thought it the beſt policy, if 
there was a County Meeting, that we ſhould 
unite as many as we could upon that point 
alone, without touching upon other matters, 
If Miniſters did not give us Peace, we ſhould 
ſoon come forward with additional ſtrength, 
and addreſs for their removal. Peace and the 
Removal of Miniſters is the only good I dare 
hope in theſe times. Although I maintain 
theſe ſentiments, I truſt you will give me 
eredit for not having abated in my attach- 
ment to the principles of Liberty, or having 
formed any new political connections. You 
obſerve, that the numbers will be {ſwelled at 
a County Meeting by men of very different 
principles co-operating with us for the pur- 
poſe of a Peace, but that we ſhall be aban- 
L 4 doned 


* 8 


red it to be our opinion that it is our belt po- 
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doned by them, if we take the leaſt ſtep for 
the promotion of Liberty. That is exactly 
my opinion, and it is what decided my con- 
duct. I do not know one perſon that has 
lately ehanged his opinion with regard to the 
War, that has done it from a conviction that 
our Liberties have been trampled upon by Mi- 
niſters. The real Friends to Liberty in this 
Country are very few; from repeated trials we 


know them well; and from the experience we 


have had, it does not appear to me a judicious 
proceeding to perſiſt in objects that rather re- 
volt than conciliate the Public Mind. What 
could have enabled Mr Pitt wantonly to plunge 
the Country into this War, and to carry it 
on for ſo many years without a proſpect 
of ſucceſs, until he has brought us to the 
verge of deſtruction, but his artful policy in 
working upon the fears and bigotry of the 
Nation? He bas ſucceeded completely in 
repreſenting Refor mers, even temperate ones, 
to be Jacobins, and Diſſenters to be Republi- 
cans. Therefore it is my opinion, as long 
as this deluſion prevails, we ſhall do more to 
injure the Public Cauſe by actively promoting 
the principles of Liberty and Reform, than if 
we were ſilent upon the ſubject., Though we 


are ſilent, it is no ſacrifice of principle; it is 


no abandonment of our Cauſe; but from the 
the hatred and deteſtation the Public have 
conceived againſt Reform, we do not think 
it expedient at preſent to propound any que- 
{lion of that kind; therefore Mr. Wrightſon, 
many of our friends, and myſelf have decla- 


licy 
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licy to confine the, object, of our Addreſs to 


have not entered into any engagement that 
would preclude us from embracing other ob- 
jets, ſhould it be thought expedient ſo to do. 


That will be a matter of conſideration when ' 


the Requiſitioniſts meet at Vork, which no 
doubt . they will do the day before the 
Meeting. . . 2 
Being rather unwell, yeſterday, Iemployed 
my wife as my amanuenſis. I received your's 
this morning, with a copy of a Requiſition, 
which I think cannot be objected to. As 
there is no perſon whoſe character and poli- 
tical principles I hold in ſuch high veneration 
as your's, there muſt be that coincidence of 
ſentiment that we can but have the ſame 
object in view, though we may vary a little 
as to the mode of obtaining it, Perhaps you 
do not get the Leeds Paper. I have ſent it, 
that you may ſee what Mr. Wood ſays re- 
ſpecting the repeal of the Teſt- Act. I entirely 
agree with him, and apply the ſam̃e reaſon- 
ing to Reform *. In this neighbourhood, we 
think, under the preſent circumſtances of the 
Adminiſtration, we ought to delay for a ſhort 
time circulating the Requiſition; ſo give us 
your opinion upon that ſubject. . | 
Fam, with the greateſt regard, 

ters det, n e Lu ORF MOCEre friend; 
 Faysron,' Feb. 14; 1. K. 8. MILNES. 


'* For the reaſoning bere alluded to, ſee the g ih Preliminary 
Paper of this Volume, 


+ Thus ended the diſcuſſion which had ariſen between his ex- 
cellent friend, Mr. Milnes, and the Editor, on the queſtion, whe- 
ther on this occaſion a Previous Meeting of the Requiſitionifts 


the obtaining an immediate Peace; but we 


3 


- — _ — ä— 
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. LETTER XVII. 
From the Rev. C. WTvIII to Joun Hor ron, 
Eſq; SAMUEL CROMPTON, Eſq; and other 


Gentlemen in the North of Yorkſhire, | on 
the plan of a Previous Meeting having been 


abandoned by their Friends in the Weſt. 
| BuxTox-HAls, Feb, 14h, 1801. 
Dear Sir, 3 


O Requiſition has been ſtopt by our 
Friends in the Weſt-Riding, as I appre- 


hend from their wiſh to conciliate the new 


% * Converts 
. 4 ? N 
fhoald, or ſhould not be. called. In their politi 
was indeed an entire coincidence; but their ſentiments differed 
with reſpeR to the policy of endeavouring, by ſuch a — 
Meeting, to unite, as far as it might be practicable, the Cauſe of 
Peace with that of Conftitutional Liberty. If Peace alone had 
been neceſſary for the welfare of the Community, the omiffion 
of the Previous Meeting, to which Mr. Milnes and the Gentle- 
men of Leeds, Se. objected, would have been 
. on every other ſabjet3 and th grewe 
ftionifts wou t on every other ſubject ma- 
jority for a ſpeedy Peace would thus. have been collected at the Meet- 
ig of the County. But there were other object: deemed eſſen- 
tial to the welfare of the Community by the Editor and his wor- 
thy Correſpondent, for attaining which they had long acted to- 
her in confidential union. Convinced as each of them was, 
the Redreſs of our Conſtitutional Grievances was alſo 
fary, they yet differed, on this occaſion, reſpecting the means 


which to one of them ſeemed beſt calculated to promote that Re» 


dreſs without hazarding the attainment of Peace. Whence, it may 
be aſked, aroſe this diverſity of ſentiment? The Editor hopes 
he may be allowed to ſay, that the motives were public-ſpirited, 
and the intentions honeſt on each de; but from the different 
fituations in which he and his friend were placed, there was an 
enavoidable diverfity in their view of the queſtion before them. 
From his ſituation in the moſt populous and moſt diſtreſſed part 
of Yorkſhire, Mr. Milnes felt more ſtrongly the neceſſity of a 
ſpeedy Peace than the Editor, who;was placed at a diſtance from 
ſcene of their diſtreſs. In ing for that mode of conduct 
which was calculated to give th — weight to the application 
for Peace, Mr. Milnes felt himſelf contending for what certai 
__n cert of ror imporumee to the Halen 3 


(271) ; 
Converss co Peace, by ſubſtiruting another 
Requiſit ien to the High- Sheriff immediately; 
1 mean. without: the A ———— 


greateſ to ks manufacturing — NG Add when this object 
was ſecured, he flattered” himfelf that ſyme future opportunity 
would occur, perhaps at no very diſtant point of time, when the 
purſuit ot che other important tant object, Conſtitutional Reform, 
might be tenewed with a better proſpect of ſucceſs, 
0 hand, the Editor conſidered that the evils of War then preſ- 
ſeverely on the Coontry ; and it was evidently become the 
e. that hoſtilities might be ſpeedily terminated, He 
was — therefore, that the attainment of Peace would 
not ke raſqued by the Friends of Conſtitutional Reform being 
the 4 _ _ a 5 to — the wal 
turn of Peace; but 1 proba ive by it an 
creaſe of credit, which — be favorable to the Cavſe of Re. 
form. He nad obſerved that, in modern times, _— between 
Nations like thoſe of France and Britain, aot 
"tioned in force, and ſeparated by —— — and 


2 —— ne or worſe. 2 in ſuch a caſe, the 
ls of wat muſt a become their own cure. But expe- 
rience had th ng that the eſs of Conſtitutional Grievances 
would by Yiu ht in vain when Peace had lulled * People into a 
rowly acquii * mode acknowledged abuſes ; and when lux- 
ara enjoyment had palſied thoſe fe of Fra which 
adverſity alone had excited. Thoſe are the yery ye 
whence our paſſionate and unneceſſary Wars * Fat 
ery coo domeſtic hardſhip which now embitters the life of 
And therefore os Editor was fatisfied, at het cri- 
#1, as | 1. at the raft. hat the true and | laſting benefit of the 
NE? would beſt be conſulted by ſromoting 3 Peace, not excly- 
ut in conjunction with the moderate and legal correRion 
. ol f Conſtitutional Abuſes, 
The Editor adds with a melancholy ſatisfaQion, that this dif- 
cuſſion with Mr. Miles, and the continued diverſity of their opi- 
nions on this important ſobje&t, made not the ſmalleſt alterati 
in their ſentiments of mutual 1 ora aud regard, Their fri 
ſhip and confidential connectidb in political bufineſs continued 
without change, till the unfortunate event of Mr. Milnes's death, 
in the ſummer of the year 1804, which no one lamented more fin- 
— . n ole Editor. 1 It was to him the loſs of a bighly-valued 
and though Mr, Milnes bad ceaſed * 


„ | 
ous Meeting *. T hope this difference of opi- 
nion may be got over, without any very ſe- 
rious detriment to the cauſe ; and I will write 


again, as ſoon as I receive farther intelligence 
from the Weſt. I am, 
With great regard, 
My Dear Sir, 
"Your faithful and much obliged _ . 
| {1.12023 Or UN VILE. 


City of York in Parliament, it was to the Public the loſs of a Pa- 
triot, equally diſtinguiſhed by the candour and liberality of his 
ſentiments, the excellence of his juqgment, and the long conſift- 
ence of bis conduct as a Fublic Man of the ſtricteſt honour and 
integrity. In his Addreſs to his Conſtituents, on refigning his 
ſeat in Parliament, not long before his death, he afiured them that 
he left the Houſe of Commons with the conſcious ſatisfaction of 
having never given a vote there but from the conviction of his 
mind that it was right. The exact expreſſion is not here quoted, 
but the ſenſe of it is accurately preſerved ; and he left not an enemy 
behind him ſo uncandid as to queſtion the truth ot this aſſertion, 
May 10th, 180g. | | 
This difference of opinion having been thus far adjuſted, the 
Popular Agents were on the point of beginning the long-medi- 
tated movement of Yorkſhire in oppoſition to the ſyſtem of War ; 
and had this ſyſtem continued, the attempt to animate that County 
to purſue the united objects of Peace and Reform might have 
been ſucceſsful, and the altered temper of the Nation held forth 
the hope that the other Counties allo might concur, But at the 
date of this letter the pacifie plan of the Court began to be gra- 
dually unfolded ; the {cenery of State was ſhifted, and new Poli- 
tical Actors advanced upon the Stage: The retirement of the 
Miniſter of War, and the appointment of Mr. Addington to ſuc- 
cced him, ſeemed to confirm what rumour had ſu ed : In the 
courſe of a few weeks the conciliating tone, and the meaſures of 
the new Miniſter more and more diſtincily marked his diſpoſition 
to make, or to receive pacific overtures, which at laſt he declared 
in Parliament. At the proſpect of a Peace thus b to its 
ew, the Nation was tranſported with joy ; its juſt complaints 
were diſcontinued, jts grievances at home, and its perils from 
abroad, were ſoon forgotten; and Popular Meetings to conſider 
the means of prevention or redreſs became too unſeaſonable to be 


NUMBER 
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I have net the leaſt idea, however, of moving 


nor can it probably be done with prudence 


1 
"4 Fs. 1 * : o 


NUMBER XXI. 
ty Hana aim t0! 
Containing the EpiTOR's Correſpondence with 
ſeveral Yorkſhire Gentlenien in the year 
1801, with a view to promote a Meeting of the 
County, aſter tbe ' meaſure of 4 Previous 
Meeting propoſcd to be called by WILLIAM 
Waionrsox, Eſq; bad been laid 'afide, with 
aà Letter on this ſubjj ect | from the EDI 7 
| Tuomas BIO, E. 


: ' LETTER L. 8 1 . 

fr om the Rev. C. Wryviii 40 R. 8. Miun ES, 
_ 

b Bon rON-HALL, Feb, 15th, 1801. 

Dear Bir. 1 % h 997) vo ont 
OUR's of the 14th inftant has quite ſet 
my mind at reſt; 1 can now go on with 
unabated zeal, conſidering myſelf certain of 
the ſupport of thoſe friends I moſt highly 
eſteem, in any reaſonable attempt I may make 
to lead our new allies into meaſures tending 
to promote the: Cauſe of Liberty To ſecure 
Liberty, I deem the grand and ultimate end 


of our exertions, tliough the attainment” of 


Peace is our immediate and neceſſavy object. 


any thing on Reform, the Teſty &c. at preſent; 


this 


3 a Committee. e haſte. | 


have reaſon to believe it is the wiſh alſo of 
_ thoſe we moſt higlhly'eſteetai'in London, 


( 174) 


this year. But refolutions, cenſoring Mini- 
ſters for their attacks upon the Conſtitution, 
28 well as for their engaging us n edlef j in 
this new War, may probably be found not 

unacceptable to the new Converts; and ſome 
other reſolutions perhaps may go down for- 


Im ever, 102 
; Dear Sir, Dm” of , 
With the greateſt regard. 
9 x Your ſineere-friend, 
| C. WYVALL. 
p. 8. 1 had amoſt forgot to mention that 
Fancinclaned: to think we.ovghttoproceett im- 
mediately. It i is the wiſh: ot all here 5 and I 


: Pp X | >. " | - , 
LETTER Ii. 


Haw the Rev. C. WrvIII to HENRY 
Pins, Eſq. Cx 


Bun rox-Harx, Feb. 51h, 1801. 

My Dear Sir, 

Have the utmoſt pleaſure i in  affuring you; 

that the difference of opinion between our 
friends, Mr. Milnes and Mr. Wrightſon, and 
myſelf, has been terminated in the moſt fatif- 
factory manner. Knowing the great influ- 
ence of Lord Fitzwilliam in that part of York- 
ſbire, and the violent prejudices of our old 
opponents at Leeds, I was afraid that ſome 
reſtrictions might have been agreed to that 
would have been a 3 | 


(nsr) 

the better ſecuring of which is aur ultimate 
end, though the attaining of Peace is our 
immediate objet. But I am happy to ſay, 
that our excellent friend's letter from Fryſtoa 
this morning fully ſatisfies me that there ia 
no ground for any ſuch apprehenſion. The 
old Requiſition to Mr. Wrightſon for à Pre- 
vious Meeting will be ſet aſide; and a freſh 
one to the Sheriff to call a Count Meeting 
will be ſubſtituted in its place. I hope n the 


courſe of three or four days to fend yow a 


copy of it. They have ſome! heſitation in pro- 

ing from theſe late changes; but Lam 
well aſſured they onght not to delay the 
meaſure propoſed. I have written to that ef- 
fect to Mr. Milnes. I am, &c. 


3 * - — — 


LETTER III. 
waagen 
Bun ron-Harr, F4b, 16h, 1301, 
Dear Sir, 4g Loy ant | ; < 
Expreſſed my opinion much too faintly | 
I yeſterday, We all agree here 1 
that not a day ſhould be loſt in tendering the 
new Requiſition. I have inquired, and find 
from the beſt authority that there is nothing 
in the intrigue now carrying on in Town 
which ought to delay dur proceeding a mo- - 
ment. I hope, therefore, to have the plea- 
ſure of hearing on Wedneſday morning that 
you have ſet the buſineſs agoing. I only 
wait 


\ 


——— CR > —»— · 


walt for that, to tender the Requiſition here. 


(as.) 


As ſoon as you have ＋ names, I would 
recommend you to ſend the Requiſition to 
the Sheriff; Lay in the mean time, till his an- 
ſwer comes, to go on with your application 
to get as many names as you can, to appear 


with the other 40 names when advertiſed. I 


alſo would adviſe you to get the conſent of 
all, that their names may appear anne xed eto 
the advertiſement, in the event of the Sheriff's 
refuſal. Without this precaution, you may 
r a moſt OY delay. ß. 


an, - 39% in! Hon: mot antbos3 
Dear bir, £513 e Hove 
F Wirk great regard, en 
e Tour's ever, 101 Bs 
JI r E. WrVIII. 
LETTER W. 


Hos the Rev. C. Wevizs to Wella 
Waichrson, Eſq. 


— ITY Feb, ib 3801. 


SH! * 
62 9 — 


My Dear Sir, . nie eim bai Ne © 


Have this moment received 3 a the 

i gth inſtant; and J haſten to aſſure you 
that I am fully fatisfied by Mr. Milnes's let- 
ter that all is rightiy underſtood bet ween us. 
The friends in Vorkſhire with whom I am. 
molt completely agreed in every political 
view, in every principle of Civil add Reli- 


gious Liberty, are yourſelf, Mr. Peirſe, Mr. 
Tin and Mr. Strickland, 17 in the ardu · 


ous 
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ous ſtruggle in which we are about to engage, 
and which may laſt for years, ultimate ſue- 
ceſs to the Cauſe of Liberty is to crown out 
exertions, I mait own I look to it chiefly from 
the firmneſs, the public ſpirit, and the en- 
lightened zeal of the friends I have. named. 
I feel for all of them the ſincereſt perſonal 
regard, and for a moment. I can never doubt 
the rectitude of their intentions. I wiſh to 
merit the conſtant continuance of their re- 
gard and kind opinion of me, and to act with 
them, while I am able to act at all. boy 
With reſpect to the late difference of opi- 
nion, which Lafſure you gave me as much pain 
as it could give you or my worthy friend, Mr. 
Milnes, it is paſt; and my mind. is fully fixed 
to go firmly forward with you and him in 
the road you wiſhed me to take. When I have 
the pleaſure to ſee you, I will ſhow you every 
material letter I have written on the ſubject 
of a County Meeting. And I think from 
ſome part of the correſpondence * it will ap- 
pear to your ſatisfaction that we ought to be 
very cautious with reſpect to certain neẽ- 
Converts, whoſe jealouſy of Popular Meetings 
and of all meaſures calculated to give efficacy 
to their efforts by forming any ſort of union 
beyond that of the day of Meeting, would 
ruin our proſpect of ultimately ſerving the 
Cauſe of Liberty, if we ſhould un warily 
yield to their wiſhes. The circumſtances al- 
luded to were unknown to you and Mr. 


. Fromm its. gecency, and from the 1 attention to be 
feelings of individuals, the correſpondeace which is here alluded 
1 i * — N 


--Milnes. 


1 amr 0 will really n me the greateſt plea- 
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| Milnes.. 1 thought fo at that time when 1 


was fearful of harm; I am ſure of it now 
that Mr. Milnes has anſwered my letter. But 


I ſhould be utterly unworthy of any confi- 
dence, if, in a matter of ſuch vaſt. importance 


to the public, I could entertain a fear of ſome 
unwary conceſſion having been made by any 


friends, however high my eſteem of thoſe 


friends might be, without informing them of 
that fear. It has been done, and their an- 
ſwer has fully ſatisfied me, and removed 
every fear. And now, as I ſaid before; I will 
proceed in the, path chalked out by you and 
Mr. Milnes with alacrity, and do the beſt I 
can to promote ſucceſs in that way. I do not 
think variations of plan, in popular buſineſs, 
are uſually advantageous, and when the Pub- 
lic are evidently coming into the views of 
the Popular Agents it can hardly be neceſſary 
to vary their plan. I doubt this variation 
may retard our Meeting at a time when de- 
lay is much againſt our ſueceeding; and I fear 
it expoſes us to ſome embarraſſment, which 
in the firſt mode might have been avoided; 
But it is uſeleſs to repine at theſe inconveni- 
ences, if they do really exiſt; and it is neceſ- 
fary now, for the Public Good, that we unite 
with the utmoſt vigour to promote a County 
Meeting in the mode agreed on. Be aſſured, 
my dear Sir, I ſhall'do fo molt heartily, and 


that I am, with the ſincereſt . 


Your's ever, 
C. WYVILL. 
Feb. 18th. I have juſt received your's of the 


ſure 


en 
ſure to hear your Meeting this day at F ryſton 
reſolves to go on. In delay there will be dan- 
ger. The ſooner we ean meet, after due no- 
tice given, the better. The ground at pre- 
ſent is ſtrong indeed. Notice of Negocla- 
tion, however, ſhould by no means deter us 
from puſhing on. Lagree with you, that even 
on that ground we ſhall be very: ſtrong. We 
ſhall have the Public 1 you us *; 1 
hear of Am — Rong va. 1 on Abl ys 


LETTER v. 


From the Rey. C. WyviLL to Würtan 
STRICKLAND, E. 9 IK 


Wenner. 705 1575 3801, 


M y Dear Sir, 

0 nor think variations in the = of 

proceeding, when the end is agreed, are 
uſually advantageous to the Popular Cauſe. 
They weary ſome by making, their previous 
exertions a mere waſte of labour; ; they, diſ- 
courage others by an appearance of indeci - 
ſion; and when the Public are anxious for the 
end you have in view, ſuch changes in the 


| on a former occafion, Mr. Pitt had declared that be had ne- 
re for Nee The ſyſtem of the 
iniſter who had now ſucceeded him, was not yet fufficien 
| underſtood: to differ from that of his Predeceſſor. Under 
circumſtances, and from the improbabilicy that the Northern War 
could be f ily terminated, and that France was at that time 
— to Peace, the intended movement might have 
place with propre. even tho h notice of an overture to 
or, Wrigh 


been given ; but the firmneſs and better judgment 
rightſon'were over-ruled in the conſultation at ty ſton 

by th timorouy counſels of the Narben at Leads | 
1 M 2 | mode 


* 


( 180 ) 
mode are unneceſſary. You are ſure of in- 


creaſing your ſtrength by perſevering in your 
plan, becauſe the objections to the mode ceaſe 


to be felt, when the end is greatly deſired. 


On this view of the matter, being clear 


from your letter, as well as from many other 


accounts, that the ſenſe of this County, and 
probably that of the Nation at large is with 
us in wiſhing for Peace, l thought it adviſable 
to loſe no time in attempting to bring for- 


ward a County Meeting by the means former- 


ly approved, viz. by a Requiſition to Mr. 
Wrightſon to call a Previous Meeting. A 
Requiſtion, ſufficiently ſigned, was ſent ;. but 


the anſwer: was, that if a Previous Meeting 


were called, few, if any of our friends from 
that part of the County would attend. 
They wiſhed to ſubſtitute a Requiſition to 
the Sheriff. For the reaſons I have given I 


was ſorry for this variation; but after ſome 


correſpondence with Mr. Milnes and Mr. 
Wrightſon, which I will not now detail, I 


agreed to their defire, and ſent a freſb Requiſi- 


tion to the Sheriff, which they have approved. 
{2 certainly felt mortified at the change, 
and thought it unadviſable ; but union is of 


too much conſequence to the ſucceſs of an at- 


tempt on which the happineſs of the Com- 
munity will be found greatly to depend, to 
be ſacrificed to any mere mode of proceed- 


ing; while, on the other hand, no ſacrifice to 
: eie can ever be too great. I am, 


e &c. NK 
| C WYVILL. 
— LETTER 


{ 181 


- LETTER V.. 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL to Ear THANET. 


nme Feb. ** 1808. 
My Lord, 


Difference of opinion riveting the 

mode of proceeding has ariſen — 
which has cauſed ſome delay in bringing 2 
ward the buſineſs of a County Meeting. 
accommodate matters, the Requiſition for n 
Previous Meeting has been given up, 'and it 
has been agreed to circulate a freſh Requiſi- 
tion directly to the Sheriff to call the Free- 
holders together to petition for a peedy Peace. 


The firſt mode I preferred, becauſe when the 


People feel themſelves aggrieved, and wiſh to 

: remonſtrate, that mode ſeems beſt, 
it be legal, which is the moſt ſpirited, and is 
beſt calculated to give a popular complexion 
ro their meaſures. But the latter mode was 
preferred by ſeveral of our beſt friends from 
motives of a cautious policy, to conciliate the 

new Converts to Peace, 1 truſt, however, 
that the Cauſe of Liberty will receive no 
hurt, or no material hurt from this change 
of plan. The queſtion for Peace will probably 

be carried by a majority fomewhat greater 
than it otherwiſe would have been; and the 
Friends of Liberty having ſtill the lead in 
their hands, will be able, I hope, to carry 
ſome reſolution tending to promote that 


- Cauſe. Peace will be our immediate ob- 


ject; it is with the People at large their firſt 
and moſt neceſſary want; but the ſecurity of 
M 3 our 
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our National Freedom ought to be the 
grand and ultimate end of their exertions; 
and I hope in Yorkſhire they will feel it, 

I believe it is not intended on this occaſion 
to aſk the ſignatures of any of our Noble 
Friends, or of Gentlemen not reſident in 
Yorkſhire. But if I ſhould find that the names 


of abſent friends, particularly thoſe of the D. 


of Norfolk, the D. of Northumberland, the 
D. of Devonſhire, or Lord G. Cavendiſh, 
ſhould be annexed to this new Requiſition, I 
will immediately avail myſelf of the power 
your Lordſhip. has done me the honour to 
intruſt me with, and inſert your name with 
theirs. 

I venture farther to expreſs my hops and 


earneſt wiſh that your Lordſhip will favour 


us with your perſonal aſſiſtance on the day 
of the County Meeting. | 


. I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip moſt obedient 8 
*;: Ga WYVILL. 


p. 8. Feb. 19th, 1801. Since the preced- 
ing letter was written, I am ſorry to inform 


your Lordſhip, that the rumour of a Ne- 
gociation for Peace has induced the Gentle- 


men in the Welt to delay their Requiſition to 
the Sheriff. I fear they will loſe a very favour- 


able opportunity by their indeciſion, which 


I am truly ſorry for, 


LETTER 
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LETTER vn. 
From the Rev. C. Wyv1LL to R. 8. Mine, 
Eiq. 


" BuxTon-HALL, Feb. 20th, 1801, 
My Dear Sir, ; 
1 reſult of your enn on the 
18th I am ſorry for, becauſe I fear the 
preſent opportunity will be loſt by it. But I 
am probably leſs diſappointed and leſs de- 
jected than you ſuppoſe I am. If the preſent 
opportunity be loſt, which will be the inevi- 
table conſequence of but a ſhort delay, ſuch is 
the diſtreſsful and dangerous ſtate of our af- 
fairs, that another proper opportunity muſt 
ſoon preſent itſelf. When that time comes I 
hope we ſhall profit by paſt miſcarriage and 
diſappointment, and deviſe ſome mode of for- 
ming as ſtrong a union as we can in favour 
of Peace and Liberty, before any freſh . be 
taken. 1 am, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 


Your's moſt ws 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER VIII. 


From the Rev. C. WILL to R. 8. Mixe, 
ee 

Buxrox-HATT, Feb. 234, 1801. 

My Dear Sir, ? . TE 
IME is precious; the dilemma we are 
in not likely ſoon to end. [ will only 
ſay then, would you and your. friends like 
M 4 the 


combated their opponents 
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the Requiſition now ventured to be propoſed, 
inſtead of that for ſpeedy Peace alone? If you 
and they would like it, I am: confident it 
would be acceptable in the North, and our 
ground would be ſtrong *. I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Truly your's, 
C. WYVILL, 


/ 


f LETTER IX. 
From the Rev. C. WrVILL o W. Waichr- 
80, Eſq. 
a So, Bon rox-Harx, Feb. 26th, 1801. 
My Dear Sir, | 
AM glad you approve the purport of the 
amended Requiſition F. I am alſo very 
glad to find you are not without hope that on 


this ground we may meet with ſufficient en- 
couragement at the Aſſizes to proceed with this 


At this time, viz. Feb. 23, 1801, a ſtrong ſuſpicion pre- 
vailed in the Country, that the myſterious circumſtances which 
had attended the recent reſignation of the Minifter Pitt, covered 
_ deception unfavourable to the > cific wiſhes — wn} Public. 

tory language of Mr. Addington, at firſt, ing 
the chim of — — veſſels in — to biet i hot 
been lately practiced, ſeemed hardly reconcileable with a fincere 
defire of Peace; and the Northern War, added to the difficulties 
of that in Egypt, threatened the Nation with an accumulation of 
dangers from which nothing but exploits too extraordinary to be 
. from our Army in Egypt, or our Fleet in the Baltic, could 
cue it. In this ſtate of affairs, it appeared that the joint ob- 
jects of Peace and the removal of Mini ners, would have afford- 
ed ground on which the Popular Party in Yorkſhire might have 
th a probability of ſucceſs. 


+ For this firſt amended Requiſition fee the 11th Preliminary . 
Paper of this Volume. 


meaſure. 
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meaſure. From Mr. Milnes's letter I was much 
afraid that our friends at Leeds were till too 
much diſpirited by the great weight of wealth 
and influence in the oppolite ſcale, and that 
in compliance with their opinion, our friends 
generally in the Weſt were for poſtponing a 
Meeting of the County till there might be almoſt 
a certainty of ſucceſs. If you and they ſhould 
ſee reaſon to fear a defeat, after ſounding Gen- 
_ tlemen at the Aſſizes, I ſhall moſt willingly 
acquieſce in the poſtponement of this meaſure, 
I have taken the liberty to propoſe. it in dif- 
ferent ſhapes, becauſe I thought the general 
ſenſe of the Country would be with us, 
though we might poflibly have a ſharp con- 
flict to encounter, and our Petition might be 
oppoſed by a Counter-Petition, or a Proteſt: 
and becauſe with this oppoſition in view, I 
thought it would be very beneficial to paſs ſuch 
a Petition as we haye to propoſe, as the ſenſe 
of a clear majority of the Freeholders of York- 
ſhire.. And I am the more inclined to expect 
great good might reſult to the Public, from a 
Petition fo carried at a General Meeting here, 
becauſe I have aſſurance from authorities which 
I am certain are deſerving of credit, that many 
Counties in the Weſt, in the Neighbourhood 
of London, and alſo Durham and. Northum- 
berland, would follow our example. But till 
if our friends ſhould be found unwilling to 
engage in this buſineſs, if there ſhould ſtil] be 
doubt and heſitation in thoſe Gentlemen who 

. beſt know the ſtate of opinion in the moſt po- 
pulous parts of the Welt, I wiſh to preſs the 
point no farther. I am perfeQty ſatisfied with 
| : having 


\ 
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having done my duty to the beſt of my judg- 
ment, as | am ſure they alſo hav done, and 


will do theirs, 
I will only add, that if on meeting Gentle- 


men at York next week, you ſhould bnd it ad- 
viſable not to proceed, I hope when another 


more fit opportunity may preſent itſelf that 


the next propoſition of this nature may come 


from you, and Mr. Milnes, and Mr. Strickland, 
You will be certain of having nry confidence 
and friendly concurrence, and the beſt aſſiſt- 
ance which my weakened ſtate of health and 
declining age will permit. I am, 
With great regard, 
Dear Sir, , 


Your's ever, D Bift 
. WYVILL. | 


—— 


LETTER X. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to THOMAS 
Biccs, Eſq. "3 


arent, March 475, 1801. 


1 Dear Sir, 


HE Leeds Merchants tell me, that the diſ- 

treſs of the lower claſſes in that Diſtrict 
exceeds all conception. Yet to them is it ow- 
ing, that Yorkſhire has ſhewn ſo much inde- 
ciſion and irreſolution. They have been fo 
terribly intimidated by the violence and ſupe- 
rior influence of their High · Church Oppo- 
nents, that they are incapable of looking them 


in the face, even when the hoſt which made 


them 


\ 


= 

them formidable has deſerted them completely. 
Our friends in that quarter ſtil} pretend *-it is 
policy to wait, and that a Meeting now would 
expoſe us to a certain defeat, hardly leſs de- 
cifive than that we received in 1795.” Let 
„Thirty bouſand Clothiers are ſaid to have 
petitoned for Peace at Leeds, Wakefield, and 
Bradford.“ The inconſiſtence of their ſtate- 
ment is evident, and convicts them of a daſ- 
tardly puſillanimity unworthy of Freemen. 
I ſhould have been little mortified, however, 
if theſe fears had been confined to the Leeds 
Merchants, and if their influence had not been 
felt in the indeciſion and altered conduct of 
ſome of thoſe friends in whom I moſt confided. © 
But it were uſeleſs to complain; ſuch are the 
reverſes and diſappointments which the Public 
Man muſt prepare himſelf to meet, and which 
for the ſake of the Public, he muſt learn not 
only to bear, but even to ſeem not to feel; 
he muſt learn to ſwallow mortifications, to 
ſtifle reſentments, and thus preſerve himſelf 
in that poſture of mind, and that degree of his 
Aſſociates good-will which may beſt enable him 
to do good. And this muſt be done without 
a breach of ſincerity, or a dereliction of prin- 
ciple.. This I have endeavoured to attain, and, 
as far as ſincerity and conſiſtency of conduct 
are concerned, I truſt, when you have ſeen my 
Correſpondence, you will think I have ſuc- 
ceeded. In other reſpects I cannot flatter my- 
ſelf that I have beep ſucceſsful. In Yorkſhire 

' appearances at preſent are ſuch, I know not 

what to think. The Sheriff and Grand Jury are 
friendly to our Cauſe; and a Meeting is in- 
j | tended 
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tended to be held in the approaching Aſſize 
Week, at which they and ſuch other Gentle- 
; men as can conveniently attend are expected 
0 to conſult on the propriety of calling a General 
Meeting of the County, This will be ſomewhat 
6 of the nature of a Previous Meeting, ſuch as 
| I always wiſhed, only not advertiſed *, I there- 
fore think I ought to attend. But after what 
has paſſed, I cannot be very ſanguine in my 
hope that good will reſult, However, Mr. 
Wrightſon 7, leſs timid than thoſe connected 
with Leeds, approves what I have recommend- 
ed, viz. a Petition for a ſpeedy Peace, and the 
employment of Miniſters who have always 
been friendly to Peace, as the likelieſt means 
to procure a good one. This is the ſenſe, but 
not exactly the words, and I ſuppoſe he will 
| offer it to his Brother Jurymen. And now, 
my dear Sir, it is time that I thanked you 


® The Editor did attend accordingly ſoon after the date of 
this letter, and he found the Gentlemen animated with their 
ancient ſpirit. They felt as they ought, what the Nation ex- 
pected from Yorkſhire; and they determined that if their exer- 
tions could prevent it, thoſe expectations ſhould not be diſap- 
pointed, The local views of the Merchants were laid afide, and 
. a comprehenſive plan, more worthy of their efforts, was adopted in 
—_— to the new Miniſters, whoſe conduct, at that time, 
did not appear to vary much from that of their predeceſſors. In 
the event of a continued War, Mr. Wrightſon, Mr. Fawkes, Mr. 
Strickland, Mr. Wharton, and many other Country Gentlemen 
of ſimjlar principles were reſolved to begin the long meditated 
movement. Freſh hopes of ſucceſs to Liberty were again enter- 
tained, and communicated by the Editor to his Correſpondents; 
but again thoſe hopes were daſhed by the neceſſity for ſuſpend- 
ing the intended movement in conſequence of Mr. Addington's 
ſtrongly pacific Declaration near the end of this month, 


+ It has been allready acknowledged, that Mr. Wrightſon a&- 
ed with the utmoſt propriety on the difficult occaſion alluded to. 
It would be injuſtice not to add, that the Country does not poſ- 
ſeſs a Patriot on whoſe tried fidelity and — it has greater 
reaſon to rely, - | 


—— ——ͤ —— 


for 


* 
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for your laſt very kind letter, which breathed 
that friendly and affectionate regard 1 — 
lae ſo highly, and which to a mind in 

as mine was, is the moſt powerful and woſt 
grateful medicine which can be applied. I am 


afraid theſe anxieties of mine have cauſed me 


to delay, till perhaps it is too late, to inquire 
whether Mrs: Bigge has filled her lift of ſpon- 
ſors for the little boy. If I am not too late, 1 
ſhould be very happy to be named as one, and 
in the beginning of ſummer I would promiſe 
to attend the ceremony, 

Mrs. Wyvill begs to join me in beſt wiſhes 
$0 you, the ladies, and the children, I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Tour e and obliged friend, 


- 
— — 2 —— 


LETTER XI. 


From the Rev. C. Wrvits to WiiLian 
WRrIGATSON, Eſq. 


| BuaToNn-HALL, ade 1801. 
Dear Sir, 


1 Have juſt heard from Mr. F ox, in N 
to mine of the 13th, informing him of 
what was agreed at York. He fays, - He 
thinks it very good news.” So far is he from 
ſeeing any objection to petitioning from the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, that he thinks it more 

expedient, if poſſible, than ever “. DE 
e The Editor had met Mr. Wrightſon and other friends at 


York, during the Afize Week in March, and had communicated 
„ * the 


| {( 190) 

I find, however, he wiſlies the form of the 
Requiſition altered in ſome of its expreſſions, 
which may be hurtful to him perſonally, as 
well as in a more extended political view. 
By to-morrow's poſt I will ſend a freſh form, 
freed from the expreſſions likely ro do hurt. 
I will ſend it to you and Mr. Wrightlon ; 
and as it will ſtill keep the former objects in 
view, viz; Peace and a Change of Counſels, 
I hope it will meet your approbation and his. 
I think it may be advildule for you to burn 
this letter. Jam, 


MER great regard, | 
Dear Sir, 75 | ; 
. Ton LOG p 
„ift bags C. WYVILL. 
LETTER Xll, a 
From the Rev. GC WyviLL to 1 0 Waionr- 
af bk son, Eſq. 


| Bon rox- HALL, March 29th, 1801. 

Dear Sir, =_ X 

T our late conſultation with Mr, Fawkes 
ſeveral circumſtances ſeemed to favour 
the idea, that about this time we might with 

effect have propoſed to the Freeholders a Pe- 
tition for Peace and a Change of Minifters. 
Lord Grenville had declared to the Houſe of 
Peers that the ſyſtem of-the new Miniſters was 


| wi he of his authority would give a more decided 25 and 
beſt direction to the Great Maſs which was to 
In a ſubſequent Number the poten: with Ma, woe wil 
Tapes: this matter. | th. | 
8. 
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the ſame as that of the old, except only in the 
ſiagle article of Toleration. The armament 
againſt the Northern Nations, which the old 
Miniſters had begun, was continued with 


equal diligence by the new; and their language 


on the ſubject of the neutral claims was equally 
petemptory and unpaciſic. I therefore was 
unwilling at that time to delay the intended 
Meeting of the County till the new Miniſters 
might have negociated, and might have failed 
to procure a Peace, becauſe the delay might 
be a long one, and it might involve the loſs of 


a. fayourable opportunity to bring forward the 


ſenſe of this County on the preſent ſtate of af- 


fairs But the debate on Wedaeſday-laſt has 


thrown a nem and unexpected light on the 


views and diſpoſition of the preſent Admini-, 
ſtration. I . from the beſt authority, 


that Mr. Addington expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt 
terms his inelination to Peace, and particularly 
diſclaimed being bound in any reſpect to fol- 
low the ſyſtem of his Predeceſſor. From theſe 


circumſtances, on which we may 'confidently 


rely, my opinion is now altered; and I en- 
tirely. accede to what: Mr. Fawkes propoſed at 
Vork, viz. to wait till the new Miniſters ſhall 
have negociated, and ſhall have failed to ob- 
tain a Peace. We may look for a ſpeedy over- 
ture to France from the Cabinet of London; 
and poſſibly it may receive ſuch an anſwer as 


may ſoon finiſh the Negociation, but without 


effecting a Treaty of Peace. In that caſe we 
may ſtill be able, before the preſent Sefhon of 


Parliament is too far ſpent, to bring the 


County forward on ſtronger ground than we 
have 


4 
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have yet had before us. And I doubt not, we 

are all truly ſenſible that a Meeting fo neceſ- 
ſary for the welfare of the Country ought not 
to be poſtponed for a day after the time when 
it might be held with ſucceſs v. The ſecond 
Form of a Requiſition, of which a copy was 
ſent to you, has the approbation of Mr. Fox. 
If, therefore, we ſhould be able to meet before 
the end of the prefent Seſſion, I ſuppofe it 
would anſwer the purpoſe. If the Negociation 
ſhould be drawn into great length, it will be 


uſeleſs to petition till next winter, when other 


ground will probably come to be occupied. 
As I had preſſed for the meaſure of a County 
Meeting without delay before, I think it in- 
cumbent on me now to acknowledge my 
change of opinion, and to declare explicitly 


that I accede moſt willingly to a ſuſpenſion of 


our intended movement, till the reſult of the 
overture. is known which Mr. Addington is 
expected immediately to make. If it meets 
the negative, which may be thought probable 


from the Miniſter's high language on the neu- 


tral claims, our proſped of a ſucceſsful County 
Meeting will be clear. If it ſhould produce a 


Peace, it will be an advantage not to. _ 
called a Meeting. I am, 


With great regard, 
Dear Sir, 
Moſt __ yours, 
C. WYVILL. 


* For iy rnd Farm of  Rqifin fe th 12th Prelimi- 
nary Paper. oh Vos | 
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NUMBER XXIII. 


Containing the EpiTOR's Correſpondence with 
lf R. Fenwick, Eſq; Sir CRI Wray, 
art, WiLLIam WRIOUrsON, Eſq; Colin: 
Mac Lavukin, Eſq; ihe Rev. Dr. OcLs, 
Dean of Wincheſter, James MARTIN, Efq; 
M. P. and Tromas WALEER, Eſq; from 
the Beginning of April, 1801, 6 nearly the 
End of January, 1802, 


| LETTER I. 


From J. R. F8nwick, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
WrviLL. 


DurnAan, April 2, or 
My Dear Sir, 
HE delay of Mr. Grey's motion will no 
doubt have retarded your proceedings, 
and 1 think it probable that the overtures 
lately made by Miniſters to the enemy will 
for a time ſuſpend them. I do not at leaſt 


expect that men who have ſhown themſelves 


ſo willing to admit the moſt trifling pretences 
for delay, will move a Petition for Peace at 
the moment our Cabinet is taking meaſures 
to procure it. 

The Public Mind in theſe parts, eſpecially 
in our Sea Ports, is eagerly waiting for intel- 
ligence from the Baltic, Their hopes are very 


ſanguine, (though the delay of intelligence 
N produces 
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produces ſome mixture of alarm) and any 
thing ſhort of deciſive ſueceſs againſt Den- 
mark at leaſt, will occaſion a great depreſſion, 

The anſwer believed to be returned to our 
offers by the Firſt Conſul “ that he can only 
treat jointly with his Allies“ has made a 
conſiderable impreſſion, as well as the proſ- 
pect of failure againſt Egypt. In ſhort, men 
are opening their eyes to the ſituation of the 
Country; but I cannot add that they ſeem 
fully to ſee the origin of the evil, or to feel 
the outrages offered to Popular Rights by the 
meaſures of Pitt's adminiſtration. On this head 
I deſpair of ſeeing the Country act as it be- 
comes Free Men. 'The indignation which may 
be excited * by National Ruin may overturn 
the ſyſtem of Ahuſes, and with it the whole 
ſtructure of the Government, but that which 
we wiſh to ſee, a legal, temperate, and wiſe 
Reform of Abuſes; a Reform that would 
ſtrengthen and continue our Conſtitution, not 
overthrow it, I deſpair of beholding. 

I ſhould have been happy to viſit Burton ; 
but I am not able to ſtir from home. I have 
not lately heard from Benton, nor do I know 
our friend's engagements. 

Sir, our beſt wiſhes. 


Yours, &c. 
J. R. FEN WIC. 


2 Some ſentences in this letter, either of leſs importance, ot 
| lefs cloſely connected with the principal ſubjeR, have been omitted. 
A fimilar omiflion has been thought proper in the third letter of 
this Number. Other inſtances of omiſſion, poſſibly, might be 
found, which, through inadvertence, have not been acknowledged. 


LETTER 


” LS * —_— — 


* 


( 195 ) 


LETTER H. 


From the Rev, C. WyviLL to J. R. Fenwick, 


Eq. A 
BuzTox-HALL, April tb, 1801. 
Dear Sir, 1 i 5 


you judged rightly in yours of the ad inſt- 
that our movements would be ſuſpended: 


in Yorkſhire; and my letter about the fame 


date would communicate nothing which you 
had not foreſeen. All the good which I dare 
to hope bas reſulted from a correſpondence of 


four months, in which I laboured hard, and 


frequently met with diſappointment and mor- 


tification, is only this, that we have come to 


a more perfect underſtanding of the princi- 


ples held by each of us, and are prepared 
to ſeize the next opportunity, and act toge- 
ther with mutual confidence. We have gain- 
ed ſtrength, becauſe we are better compact- 
ed; but we have loſt time, which was inva- 
luable, and never can be retrieved “. The 
tendency to a Revolution now is too evident 

„The conqueſt of Eg by Abercrombie and Hutchinſon, 
the ſucceſs which crowned the ſkill and bravery of Nelſon at Co- 
penhagen, and till more the wiſdom of his ſubſequent conduct at 
Carlſcroon and Revel, enabled the new Adminiſtration to pacify 


the Northern Powers, and to extort from Bonaparte itions 
of Peace, which, though they left the power of France immenſely 


aggrandized and formidable to every Nation in Kurope, were yet 


to Britain, In the view of our foreign relations, the 
Peace of Amiens gave us neither honour nor ſecurity; but at 
home it reſtored tranquillity, and diſperſed the danger of a Re- 
volution. The Friends of their Country hailed the return of 


Peace; but the precarious ſtate to which the Conſtitution was re- 


duced filled their minds with anxiety, 
| 2 | to 
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to be doubted; and I fear it will be found 
too ſtrong and deciſive to be ſtopt, or turned 
aſide by any efforts of the Gentry. Vet ne- 
ver whollydeſpairing, I ſhall feel it my duty, 
when occaſion calls, and the Yorkſhire Gen- 
tlemen are diſpoſed to meet, to ſtand forth, 
and co-operate with them. I have not the 
leaſt doubt, 'that with leſs hope, or perhaps 
none, you will feel and act upon the impulſe 
of the moſt generous Patriotiſm, and com- 
mand the veneration of all who can compre- 
hend and eſteem, as they ought, great talents 
united with the pureſt virtue. In ſpite of 
_ paltry jealouſies, or timidity, or narrow views 
of intereſt, you muſt and will be found in 
your proper place, when the time for action 
is me. 
I am told from London, that the King re- 
mains weak in body and mind, and unable to 
judge of public affairs. How daring is it in 
thoſe who uſe his name, in ſuch a condition, 
to carry the moſt violent meaſures through 
Parliament, and paſs them into laws! 
Adieu, my dear Sir. Accept our beſt wiſh- 
es to you and Mrs. Fenwick, and believe me 
with the greateſt truth, 75 
| Your's ever, 


C. WYVILL. 


LETTER 
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LETTER u.. 


From J. R. Faxwiex, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
| WrviLL. x 


My Dear Sir, 
A* Peace was to be the prominent feature 
in your Petition, there can, I think, be no 
doubt of the propriety of deferring your pro- 
ceedings until the reſult of the preſent Ne- 
gociations be known. Had your Aſſoeiates 
viewed the ſtate of the Nation and our Griev- 
ances on more enlarged principles, it needed 
not to have ſtopped you ; but ſuch is the ef- 
fect of taking up the queſtion on narrow 
grounds, that Miniſters can at any time baffle 
you by manifeſting a deſire for Peace. They 
muſt be as incapable of the little tricks of 
home policy as they are of conducting the af- 
fairs of a Great People, if they do not defeat 
all the efforts of the Popular Party while they 
purſue their preſent ſyſtem. I am aware that 
it is not in your power to produce a change 
of ſyſtem in your friends; and, therefore, 
while I ſee you doing all that prudence can 
ſuggeſt, and unwearied perſeverance accom- 
pliſh, I can only regret that you are doomed 
to exert them in a ſituation where defeat is 
unavoidable. I wiſh you may derive the in - 
_ creaſe of force which you expect from delay; 
I rather fear you will not, It can hardly be 
ſuppoſed that Bonaparte will treat without 
his Allies, or will conſent to abandon Egypt. 
If he inſiſts on theſe. points, and the Nego- 
ciation goes off upon it, is the pride of the 
N 3 Nations 
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Nation ſufficiently lowered for the bulk of 
the People to blame Miniſters for not ac- 
ceding to the eſtabliſhment of a Colony, from 
whence it has been ſuppoſed our Eaſtern 
Poſſeſſions may be attacked with ſucceſs, or 

for refuſing to yield up the right of ſearch- 
ing Convoys, and ſeizing the Enemy's pro- 
perty in neutral ſhips? Theſe Rights have 
been very generally conſidered as eſſential to 
the maintenance of our naval ſuperiority, and 
on that ſuperiority our foreign commerce 
and home manufactures have been ſuppoſed 
to depend. I know that theſe poſitions may 

be controverted ; I believe. them to be in a 

great meaſure untrue, but they form the na- 

tional creed, and nothing but neceſſity, im- 

mediate neceſſity, will alter that belicf. I 

muſt confeſs, therefore, that I think nothing 

will open the eyes of the People but the 
miſcarriage of our Expedition againſt the 

Northern Powers, or the experience that 
even victory over their naval forces is not 

ſufficient to reduce them to the neceſſity of 
ſueing for Peace, Whether we are to fail 
in the attack altogether, or in part, a few 
days will ſhow; but if the Confederates uſe 
their reſources with prudence, and continue 
firm and united under partial reverſes, I think 
the iſſue cannot be favourable. When all 
hopes of reducing the Enemy to the terms 
of the Cabinet have vaniſhed, the deſpondency 
of the Country will render almoſt any condi- 
tions of Peace acceptable, and ſacrifices will 
be conſented to, which would not now be 
heard with patience, | Let us hope that in 

WE | | that 


(199) 

that hour of humiliation the People will not 
be led away by a blind ſpirit of reſentment 
againſt their Rulers, but will coolly inquire 
into the ſource of our evils, and adopt the 
remedies which the Conſtitutionfurniſhes. 
Mr. Grey's laſt ſpeech on moving an In- 
quiry into the State of the Nation, is, I think, 
the beſt I ever remember of his: Mr. Fox's, 
though ill reported, was a truly noble one. 
If the Public will ſhut its ears, it has no 
excuſe, | 

Mrs. Fenwick joins in all that is kind to 
you all, Believe me, 

My dear Sir, 


Very truly your's, 
J. R. FEN WICk. 


_ "LETTER W. 


From Sir Ceci, Wray, Bart. 70 the Rev. C. 
Wrv1LL. 

ANY thanks to you, my dear Sir, for 

your letter, I much fear that the miſ- 
chief already done to the Conſtitution is. paſt 
remedy, at leaſt till ſome dreadful calamity 
ſhall remove the apathy which has taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the bulk of the Nation. What our 
preſent famine may do I know not, but ra- 
ther expect a Revolution from it than a Re- 


novation. Deſpotiſm or Anarchy muſt be the 


order of the day. 
The preſent Adminiſtration, if it can be 


called one, is ſuppoſed to be formed for the 


{ole purpoſe of treating with Bonaparte; and 
N 4 | then 
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then we ſhall return to our fomer Maſters. 
J do not myſelf expect Peace; we are not ſuf. 
ficiently humbled to accept the terms which 
will be offered to us; and certainly the Chief 
Conſul knows his preſent ſtrength and our 
weakneſs too well to offer us advantageous 
ones. His arms are at liberty, and in all proba- 
bility Invaſion will follow, or at leaſt be at- 
tempted. The very attempt will greatly 
ſhock, if not overturn all our ideal riches,— 
Bank Paper and Bankers' Notes; —and we are 
at preſent without an efficient Army to ſave us, 
as the Military are diſperſed to keep the 
hungry quiet. I will give eyery credit to the 
Yorkſhire Gentry ; their public ſpirit and 
knowledge of the Conſtitution have ever taken 
the lead; but alas! what can one County do? 
and unleſs they are ſupported by the reſt, 
a weak attack will be a victory to their op- 
ponents *, oy. 

I am bappy to hear that your family's 
health has not ſuffered in this extraordinary 
ſeaſon. Believe me 

Lour's ſincerely, ; 


CECIL WRAY. 


167 April, 1801. 


* Such were the apprehenſions of this enlightened Patriot, at 
this period of unexampled danger from abroad, and gloomy diſ- 
content at home, ere the proſpect of Peace was ſufficiently opened 
to the view of the Nation. In the mean time, a pauſe of doubt 
and hope, mingled with fear, held in mute ſuſpenſe that Body of 
Gentlemen in Yorkſhire, who, in the event of a continued War, 
were prepared, at laſt, to interpoſe their united remonſtrance in 
favour of Peace and Public Liberty. X 
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From WILLIAM Waicnrsox, Eſq; fo the | 
| Rev. C. WIV. if 


> Cowon ru, June 14h, 180L 
My Dear Sir, | | 
HAVE read with the greateſt ſatisfaction 
your Letter in Anſwer to Mr. Cartwright f. 
In my judgment, you have put the queſtion 
of Reform on its true baſis, and if good ſenſe 
and fair reaſoning can at this moment of in- 
fatuation have any effect on the public mind, 
much good may be expected from it. But 
every hour brings with ir diminiſhed hope, 
and freſh grounds of deſpair. 1 admire the 
manner in which you have treated the queſ- 
tion of Party; it is, in truth, another word 
for Union, and the more the means of Cor- 
ruption are increaſed, the more neceſſary it 
is that the means of reſiſtance ſhould be ſyſte- 
matic. But I am afraid ſome of the Friends 
of Reform, in the exceſs of their zeal, have 
done more to injure the cauſe than its bit- 
tereſt enemies could have done: I mean to 
allude to the unbounded expectations of the 
Friends of Univerſal Suffrage, and the un- 
guarded expreſſions of Mr, H. Tooke t, which 
SEES ene 


I The Editor's teſtimony concerning the alleged delinquency of 
Mr. H. Tooke was delivered upon — on —— Triat 
for High-Treaſon in 1994; and to what he then ſwore, he has 
nothing to add, Reſpecting the zeal and the intrepidity of Me. 
H. Tooke as a Reformer, or his eloquence as a Speaker, or his 
acuteneſs and inventive ſagacity as a Grammarian, or his force 

and ſeverity as a Political Writer, there is, and there can be but 


have 
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have diffuſed a degree of ſuſpicion and diſtruſt 
as to the quantum of Reform wiſhed for. 
really think it is impoſſible to have ſtated 
what the Public ought to do, in fewer words 
or better manner than you have done; but 
the bite of the Tarantula is, I fear, too deep 
to be cured by any muſic. I am, 
Dear Sir, 
With great eſteem, 


Your's faithfully, 
W. WRIGHT SON. 


— — 
Extract of LETTER VI. 


From the Rev. C. WVVIIIL to William 
WrIGnTs0N, Eſq. 


Bun rox-HalL, June 1970, 1801. 

My Dear Sir, 
T: gives me the greateſt pleaſure to find 

that the Letter to Major Cartwright meets 
with the approbation of the Friends of the 
Country. I am particularly happy in your 
approbation, which you have expreſſed with 
ſo much force; and though your commenda- 
tion evidences the partiality of a Friend, there 
is no one who would not with me feel the 
higheſt gratification from that ver conſir 
deration. 
I will only add, that I entirely agree with 
you in lamenting the infatuation of our 
Countrymen who ſo obſtinately perſevere in 
a courſe of impolitic meaſures, which threaten 


nothing leſs than en Ruan, but thar I 
cannot 
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cannot deſpair of the Public Weal, ſo long as 
the Friends of their Country adhere to thoſe 
principles which combine ſafety to property, 
with the preſervation of our National Free- 
dom. | 5 0 
With my belt wiſhes. for the health and 
happineſs of you and your's, I conclude, and 
am ever, dear Sir, 


Vour's moſt cordially, | 
C. WYVILL 


—e—e—ꝛ — — — — ——— —— — 
LETTER VII. 


From Sir Ceci, Wray, Bart. 40 the Rev. C. 
WyviLL. 


ERMIT me, dear Sir, to expreſs my ſin- 
cere acknowledgments for the pleaſure 
I have received in the peruſal of your Letter 
to Mr. Cartwright. Should Reform of the 
Conſtitution ever take place, it. muſt be on 
your mild, but determined meaſures, though 
God knows I have long deſpaired. The apa- 
thy, want of activity, and above all, the ti- 
midity which has ſeized all kinds of Geatry, 
have thrown the proſpect to a vaſt diſtance. 
Peace is an object deyoutly to be wiſhed ; 
and ſtill Peace will throw Reform to a much 
greater improbability. 

It will give me great pleaſure to take a ride 
from Harrogate to Burton this ſummer. I 
think the accounts I receive of our friend at 

Copgrove are as good as I have expected, 
Believe me your's fincerely, - | 


SuMMur CASTLE, 287 June. 
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LETTER VIII. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL 10 Sir CEcII. 
Wray, Bart. 


BuxTON-HALL, July 1114, 1801. 
My Dear Sir, | 
1 Haſten to expreſs to you the pleaſure ] 

feel on finding you ſo much approve my 
Letter to Major Cartwright, Mr. Fox allo 
has fignified to me his entire approbation of the 
swhole of it, After receiving the ſanction 


of approbation from the firſt Stateſman of 


our Country, and one of its moſt enlightened, 
upright, and impartial Patriots, I have nothing 


farther to wiſh -perſonally ; but for the Public 


Goodl mo ſt earneſtly wiſh it may help to ſof- 
ten prejudices, and bring back the Nation to 
that love of Rational Liberty which was once 
its honourable characteriſtic. If this can be 
done at all, it can only be done by reaſon and 
moderation, united with firmneſs and zeal, 
But I am not vain enough to expect any great 
effect from ſo flight a performance: for I alſo 
deſpond, as you do, and expect nothing leſs 
than ruin of the Conſtitution, unleſs. events 
ſhould diſpoſe the Nation to liſten to the doc- 
trine of Conſtitutional Liberty. In that caſe, 
even ſuch flight performances may be of ule. 
Believe me, dear Sir, with great regard, 


Your's ever, | | 
C. WYVILL. 
LETTER 
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Extract of LETTER IX. 


From J. R. Fenwics, Eſq; 4 the Rev. C. 
. WrvIII. 


Donau, 7 16/h, 1804. 
My Dear Sir, - 

Received a parcel with copies of your An- 

ſwer to Major Cartwright. I need not ſay 
that I agree with you in the inexpediency of 
inſiſting on Univerſal Suffrage at this time, 
and indeed in the evils which ſuch a ſyſtem 
would produce in the preſent ſtate; of this 
Country. But though I agree with the ſen- 
timents you expreſs in your Pamphlet, I do 
not the leſs lament the occaſion which made 
it neceſſary for you to reſume the ſubje& of 
Politics. From a regard to your individual 
happineſs, I regret it, being eonvinced that it 
mult terminate in diſappointment; but I have 
alſo a reaſon of a public nature, in which, per- 
haps, you will not coincide with me. It ſeems 
to me that too much apathy prevails in the 
People for any addreſs to them in favour of 
Conſtitutional Liberty to produce any good ; 
and experience has ſhown that Miniſters are 
ever ready, when the queſtion of Reform is 
agitated, to take advantage of the fears of the 
Alarmiſts, and to ground ſome new encroach- 
ment on the National Liberties on the ſuppoſed 
ſpirit of Innovation. Every effort on the Po- 


pular ſide has produced ſome meaſure of this 


deſcription, ſo that under the impoſſibility of 
combating them with effect, filence ſeems to be 
the beſt policy. Itruſt it is not indolence which 
perſuades me of this; for though I will not 

deny 
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deny that I feel political indolence grow faſt 
upon me, a revival of hope would immediately 

diſſipate it.“ 
Mrs. Fenwick unites in all that is friendly 
to you all. | | 
| Your's very truly, 
I. R. FENWICK. 


ln the interval of doubt and ſuſpenſe which occurred between 
the firſt intimation of a change in the political ſyſtem of the Court 
and the ſignature of the Preliminary Articles of Peace, an ami- 
cable diſcuſlion. took place between the Editor and that indefati- 
gable Patriot, Major Cartwright. Each of theſe Correſpondents 
conceived it might poflibly happen, that the new Miniſter, how- 
ever deſirous of concluding the War, might not be able to ef- 
fe& his purpoſe ; ang each of them conſidered a failure of the 
Negociatiom for Peact as an event moſt likely to call forth the in- 
dignation of a diſappointed Public. In theſe circumſtances, in 
March. 1801, the intrepid Advocate of the Right of Perſonal 
Repreſentation addreſſed to the Editor his plea for a National Af. 
fociation, with his reaſons for the — — of that principle as 
the ground of it, The Editor was unwilling to diſcourage his ef- 
forts for a purpoſe which he approved ; but he felt it to be his 
duty to ſtate his reaſons, on the 1ſt of May, 1801, for preferring 
2 wore limited principle of Union. But when the Preliminaries 
of Peace were ſigned, it ceaſed to be a debateable queſtion, whe- 
ider a National Aſſociation could be formed either on this prin- 
ciple, or on that. ; 

The diſference of ſentiment, however, which exiſted between 
Dr. Fenwick and the Editor, on the part taken by him at this time, 
was probably much leſs than his excellent friend ſuppoſed. The 
Editor indeed thought that the formation of a National Aſſocia- 
tion in favour of Keform was highly deſirable, and that the diſ- 
cuffion of the principle on which it ought to be formed could 
not be unſeaſonable during a pauſe which might ſoon be ended by 
the failure of Peace, and a more determined endeavout of the 
Nation to effect a Redreſs of Abuſes. But he fully agreed with 
dis friend in deprecatiog unconnected and premature movements of 
the Reforming Bodies; more eſpecially of thoſe whoſe principle 
of Perſonal Repreſentation had excited alarm; and he had pre- 
viouſly ſtated to the worthy Major Cartwright, the difſervice to 
the Cauſe of Reform which it was reaſonable to apprehend from 
the efforts made in the month of March, 1801, by the Societies 
alluded to, whoſe movement at that time actually produced per- 
nicious conſequences ſimilar to thoſe which his ſagacious friend 
apprehended, not knowing that ſuch efforts had been made. 

See the Editor's Correſpondence with Major Cartwright in the 
following Number, particularly Letter VI. 

LETTER 
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LETTER X. 


From the Rey. C. WryviLL to Corin Me 
Linne 
55 BuxTox-HALL, Auguſt gth, 1808. ' 
My Dear Sir, 

Y beſt compliments attend you and Dr. 
Anderſon, with my earneſt wiſhes for 
the ſucceſs of your. endeavours to ſupport the 
Cauſe of Liberty in Scotland. Never: was that 
Cauſe in England, as well as Scotland, in 
greater danger; never were its enemies more 
numerous, more powerful, or more deter- 
mined; and never were its friends more weak- 
ened by a deſpondence little ſhort of abſolute 
deſpair. But I applaud the vigour of you, Sir, 
and your friends, who, though ſurrounded 
by the Foes of Freedom, and almoſt oyerpow- 
ered by them, ſtill maintain the generous con- 
flict, and encourage us in the North of Eng- 
land to maintain it by the hope of your affift= 
ance and co-operation. Events have produced 
the dejection 1 lament ; and events may rouze 
the Nation from its preſent ſtupefaction to the 
zeal and activity I wiſh to witneſs. Whenever 
appearances of ſo deſirable a change are diſco- 
vered in the North of England, be aſſured I 
ſhall not fail to appriſe you of it &. In the 

mean- time, I am, with great eſteem, 
Dear Sir, | 
. Moſt fincerely your's; - + | 
| C. WYVILL. 
2 


ſon commenced : with Mr. Mac Laurin, the reſpectable fon of 
a reſpeQable father, Lord Dreghorn of the Court of Seſſion in 


Scotland, 
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LETTER XI. 
From FA Rev. C. WVVIII to Colin Mac 
| Lavin, Efq. 


0 AY rel 25th, \ on. 
Dear Sir, | 

I Have to return you many wands for your 
n on letter of the 15th inſtant, and alſo 
the packet containing a copy cf your Father's 
Works, part of which I have read with great 
pleaſure, and with that feeling of a congenial 
mind which inſures a general concurrence and 

bation of the reſt. 

Jam glad tofind that my political Papers 
arriving at a time when you were ſurrounded 
with all that could afffict a worthy and a feel- 

heart, were yet able in ſome degree to 
footh and compoſe you. And that your pri- 
rate griefs ſhould thus be mitigated by the 
conſideration of Papers reſpecting paſt rn les 
for Public Liberty, is to me a ſtrong proof of 
a generous and fincere attachment to that 
Cauſe which involves in it the welfare and 
the moral dignity of mankind. And when 
the proper time is come for acting upon thoſe 


principles, I have the fulleſt aſſurance that 


vou will act upon them with that energy 


Scotland, * marked , like bis father, by the warmth of his zeal for 


Public Freedom: Dr. Anderſon, the Biographer of Smollet, the 
friend of Lord Buchan, and a cool and ſteady ſupporter of the 
Cauſe of the People. The Editor's ſhare of his correſpondence 
with Mr. Mac Laurin is laid before the Public, unaccompanied 
by the letters of his Correſpondent, from no- wiſh to conceal 
them. The ſevere illneſs of Mr. Mac Laurin forbade, and the 
Editor fears will continue to forbid an appplication to him for 
permiſſion to — them. 


which 


a Ww=> aA. ac ds „„ ® 


(209) 
which your Father poſſeſſed, and would have 
exerted, if he had not been eee _m the 
decencies of his ſtation. 

| quite agree with you, Sir, and Dr. Ain 
derſon, in thinking highly of A. B and I truft ' 
that in ſome future day the Public will he in- 
debted to him in a great degree for the reſto- 
ration of Liberty. On a late occaſion, my opi- 
nion differed from his on the means of effect- 
ing this reſtoration; and I felt it to be my duty 
not to court the aſſiſtance of C. D. at a Meet- 
ing of this County to petition for Peace, by 
engaging to paſs by Reform in total ſilence, as 
A. B. wiſhed. Since our Meeting at Dry- 
burgh, I had the pleaſure to ſpend a day with 
A. B. in E. On diſcuſſing the point of differ- 
ence between us in friendly converſation; I be- 
lieve he was convinced I could not have ated 
otherwiſe than [ did without impropriety : and l 
certainly was convinced that A. B's intentions 
were perfectly pure and honourable, though 
continue to think that whenever the People 
meet in a proper and effective manner, Peace 
alone ought not to be their object; but Peace 
connected with ſuch meaſures as may have 
the beſt tendency to promote the Cauſe of 
Liberty. Their Meetings will be miſerably 
deficient, if when Peace is their immediate 


The Editor feels here, on behalf of the perſons alluded to 
under theſe letters, A. B, &c, the ſame difficulty which ſeveral of 
his moſt reſpectable friends obſected to the publication of their 
Correſpondence, viz. that the events are too — and the ſub- 
ſiſti — prejudices and animoſities are too ſtrong to admit the 
| n of ſome Correſpondence, however innocent, or of 
— however honoured, without perſonal inconvenience and 
diſadvantage alſo to the Public. This is the only reaſon why the 
N 
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demand, they do not at the ſame time point 
to the reſtoration of Popular Rights, and the 
ſecurity of National Liberty as the ultimate 
object of their wiſhes. 

With every good one.to you and your's, I 
remain, Dear Sir, Your's ever, | 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. Dr. Ool x, Dean of Wincheſter, 
to the Rev. C. WrvII I. 


Kikxrer, Auguf 27h, 1801. 

My Dear Sir, | 
A CCEPT my beſt thapks for your preſent 
£ A. of three Volumes If your Political Pa- 
pers, which I ſhall value not only on their 
own account, but on your's, and I will hope 
that, though I may be too old to witneſs their 
good effect, yet that poſterity and my chil- 
dren may; as it ſurely muſt be of ſervice to 
them to find that there have been Patriots, 
and to ſee that they had a legitimate and a de- 

fenſible cauſe *. F 
; When 


It has been truly obſerved, that for ſome ages the Clergy 
throughout Chriſtendom, whether Proteſtants or Catholics, have 
been more learned and more exemplary by the decency of their 
conduct than their Predeceſſors before the Reformation. And it 
might have been juſtly remarked of the, Clergy of the Engliſh 
Church, that ſince they have been freed from the reſtraint of ce- 
- -libacy, and admitted to ſhare the grand privilege of a Citizen, 
the Right of Parliamentary Election, they have gradually diveſted 
themſelves of the narrow prejudices of their corporate condition, 
and have learned to fee!, not only as Miniſters of the Church, 
but as Huſbands, Fathers, and Members of the Community- 
Hence the patriotic chatacter is frequently found among 


— 


0 


ſert even in a Biſhop, and with candour could acknowl 


.( 21) 


When you ſpoke to me of the deſire of the 
Publiſhers of the Biographia Britannica to 
have the Article of Sir George Savile ſupplied, 
I conſidered it only as a ſhort affair, to which, 
though my memory and knowledge of poli- 
tical facts were not equal, yet my intimate 
knowledge of his family and priyate virtues 
might in theſe reſpects enable me to prevent 

O 2 any 


beral and enlightened Clergy, and is not unkown even to thoſe 
higher ſtations in the Church, which are leat favourable to the 
growth of the Public Virtues. In the age of our great Rerolu- 
yon, the names of Tilllotſon and Burnet, of Stillingflcet-and 
Hough, of Fleetwood and Tenniſon, &c. are conſpicuous in the 
Liſt of Patriots, to whom the Nation owes-the preſervation of its 
Rights, and the Church is indebted for its exiſleced, and for the 
honour of ID however imperfeRly, the principles of 
toleration.. In the ſubſequent age, men unapt to praiſe, and par- 
rial neither to our Religion, nor to its Miniſters, could ſpy de- 
t. 
Pope commended the deceney of Secker, the heart of R the 
candid manners of Benſon, and with peculiar emphaſis he extolled 
the character of Biſhop Berkley, adorned, as he allowed, with every 
rent vor Wafer — other great 12 no doubt, 
this philanthropic Bi in a high , the iotic _ 
. But the praiſe of Pope might have Nr qr" wn. us the 
patriotiſm of another cotemporary Biſhop, with more peculiar 
propriety. In Biſhop Hoadley, whom he choſe to overlook, he might 

ve . with truth, the undaunted friend and able Advocate of 
the ſyſtem of Tolerant Religion, and of mild and equitable Go- 
vernment, which Tillotſon, &c. had brought in. Swift, who 
then filled a ſtation of inferior dignity in the Church of Ireland, 
poſſeſſed, like Hoadley, a warm zeal for the Rights and Liberties 
of the People, without his attachment to the Rights of Con- 
ſcience. Yet, on the patriotic exertions of Dean Swift, in 
poſition to the oppreſſive meaſures of Government in Ireland, 
praiſe of Pope is moſt appropriate, ** The Rights a Court at- 
tack'd, a Poet ſav'd.“ | 

In ee age, the ſame liberal and manly ſpirit has mani- 
feſted itſelf among the Dignitaries of our Church ; and the names 
of Law and Blackburne, of Shipley and Watſon, cannot be pro- 


nounced by the intelligent Friend of Liberty without a ſentiment 
of — 


reſpect to men diſtinguiſhed by their talents and vir- 
a defence of the principles of 
Civil Liberty, as the baſis, when duly conſolidated with Reli- 


gion, on which alane the Moraliſt can hope to > 


that rank in the Church in which he died. By his 


| (#12) 
any material miſtake ; with that view I wrote 
to David Hartley, who lived much with him, 


and was acquainted with the tranſactions in 
which he was engaged; but I have received 


no anſwer as yet. Perhaps be ftays to write 


Bis life himſelf, for he is fond of writing. How- 


ever, unleſs I had theſe arranged by ſomebody 
acquainted with the circumſtances, I could, 


ſtructure of National happineſs, and the moral improvement of 


our kind. To theſe venerable; names that of Dean Ogle may be 


added with juſtice as a Patriot Dignitary of our Church, diſtin- 
rm by his intrepid conrage, and his difintereſted zeal in the 
Cau 1 


of Liberty and Virtue. In middle age * had attained 

tion as Clerk 
of the Cloſet, he was often in the preſence of his Sovereign ; and 
he flood well in his eſteem; by his marriage with the good, the 
meek, and the pious daughter of Biſhop Thomas, of Wincheſter, 
he had ſecured his good offices, and the favourable wiſhes of the 
other Biſhops; and thus his road to the higheſt promotion was 
open, if his attachment to Juſticg and Liberty bad not proved an 
inſuperable bar. About this period of his life the unfortunate at- 
tempt was made by our Government to compel the American Colo- 
nies to ſubmit unconditionally to the power of Britain, and to re- 
nounce the Right of taxing themſelves by their Repreſentative Aſ- 
ſemblies, to which, by the principles of our Conſtitution and their 
own, they were intitled, and which in practice they had exclu- 
fively enjoyed for ages. The attempt excited the —— of 
the worthy Dean, and called forth his unqualified condemoation. 
He was adviſed and requeſted to be ſilent; and the aſſurance of a 
mitre in a ſhort time, and of a ſubſequent tranſlation to the higher 
and richer See of Durham, was beld forth as the reward of his diſ- 
creet compliance. I he intrepid Dean ſpurned the propoſal, and ne- 
ver ceaſed to reprobate that fatal Civil War. Many years after this 
virtuous ſacrifice to conſcience, the new and oppreſſive ſyſtem of 
Government which was introduced by Mr Pitt in 1792, again 
called forth the oppoſition of this diſintereſted Friend of Popular 
Rights. With his uſual frankneſs and energy he ſtill maintained 


the genuine principles of our Conſtitution ; and though he was ſur- 


rounded by men who watched his words, aad were eager to catch 
up any ſtrong expreſſion which might fall from his lips, yet were 
— afraid to grapple with the united wit and courage of the Pa- 


triotie Dean. Reduced by degrees to a ſtate of total blindneſs, he 


perſevered in his principles of Honour and Freedom to the laſt, 
and died in 1803, lamented by the Friends of his Country, 
N. B. The particular circumſtances relating to the offer of a 
mitte were mentioned to the Editor by the Dean himſelf, if 
| It, 
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if ever ſo willing, do nothing to the purpoſe. 
| never made political events my ſtudy, and 
I am now too old to begin. 

The ſpirit and principles of our Confti- 
tution, I hope I never ſhall forget, or, if 
blind, ſhall blindly adhere to them. When I 
uſe the word blind, I ought to ſay that it is 
with great difficulty I write this letter. I 
think myſelf threatened with blindneſs, parti⸗ 
cularly this morning, and muſt get my ſon to 
read what I have written over to me, for T 
cannot read it myſelf; 'but I hope you will 
ſee that Iam willing to further the plan, and 
will for that purpole conſult ſome of his fa- 
mily as well as Hartley; and we ſhall, I hoh. 
at. leaſt be able to propoſe an Article not de- 
rogatory to his character, or to the Cauſe'of' 
Liberty. Lord Buchan does me too much 
honour to impoſe upon me the taſk of be- 
coming an Author, a 1 which I have. 
ſtudiouſly avoided all m lif = contentiag: 
myſelf with openly nll my principles, 
which, if more people would do, it would be. 
better for us all; at leaſt, we ſhould count 
more noſes. 22 

Vou ſhall heat from me agaiti when Lre- 
ceive any anſwer from my friends on this ſub- 
ject. In the mean time give me leave to aſ- 
ſure you that I am, wich great elteem, Wa 

Dear S, 3 209% asc 
Four obliged ah obedlent ſervant, N 
* N. G8LE. 

P. S. My ſon and family deſire to preſent 
their compliments” to you. Mr. Sheridan, 
who is now, with ine, Dab bis compliments. 

LETTER 
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'LETTER XIII. 


haves the Rev. Dr. OcGLE to the Rev. G. 
n. 


| KikkLEY, '02: 24, mY 
g 0 Dear Sir, 
Have at laſt received an anſwer from Navid 
Hartley, who (after pondering ſufficiently) 

Lees to think, (and I believe with juſtice 
that Sir George Savile's charaQer is not an 

eaſy or inviting ſubje& for biographical hiſ- 
tory; his character was certainly that of pri- 
vate virtue; he was not formed for politics, 
as I have often heard him ſay; publicity was 
what he ſtudiouſly avoided, and though his 
family, his fortune, and his amjable character 
placed him in the firſt ranks of Society, yet he 
never courted, but rather avoided. popularity. 
His private education, which was only in- 
tended by his father to make him a. virtuous 
man and a worthy Gentleman, (in which his 

father indeed moſt completely ſucceeded) con- 
tributed to foſter his natural modeſty and his 
ayerſion to the purſuit of fame, as fame. Sen- 
ſible of the ſituation in which he w as placed, 
as" a Repreſentative of the great County of 
Vork, he was never deficient in his public 
duty, for he was a ſteady Friend to the Rights 
and Liberties of the Engliſh Conſtitution, 
which he well underſtood, and-ever attended 
to. 

He brought into Parliament, and carried the 
Nullum 7 Act. He was conſtant in op- 


poſition to the principles and conduct of the 
American 


ke 215) 


American War. He always avoided yoting on 
Eaſt-lndia queſtions, having a ſettled ayerſion 
to our management of affairs in that Country. 
And the laſt act of his public life was a ſtre- 


nuous exertion for the Reform of Parlia- 


mentary Corruption. Other things might be 
mentioned, ſuch as his forming and command- 
ing one of the beſt Militia Regiments in the 
Kingdom, to which he attended with zealand 
aſſiduity. His attention to the internal Na- 
vigation and Trade of the County of Vork, 
and his more than common acquaintance with 
the philoſophical principles of Arts and Ma- 
nufactures. His private virtues and charities, 
which were indeed private, I ſhall not now. 
attempt to relate. 


On theſe-accounts he well FE RIES to be 


mentioned with reſpect in the Biographia 
Britannica; and it is favourable to the 
Cauſe of Virtue and Civil Liberty, that Poſ- 
terity ſnould not forget what part was taken 
by ſo virtuous and independent a man in que- 
ſtions of the greateſt moment. Therefore 
when I have the honour of waiting on you at 
Burton, which I fully intend after my reſi- 
dence at Durham is finiſhed, we will put to- 
gether ſuch circumſtances as may, at leaſt, 
not leave Dr. Gregory ignorant of his cha- 


rater. My eyes and hands are ſo weak that 


lam obliged to make uſe of my daughter as 
an Amanuenſis. | 
I beg to preſent my complintents to Mrs. 
Wyrvilt and your family, and am, 
Dear Sir, with much eſteem, ; 
"OR; faithful and obedient ſervant, _ 
we”. 0 4 SE OGLE. 


1 
7 
1 
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LETTER XIV. 


From the Rev. ©. Wyviil to the, Rev. Dr. 
Dorn, Dean of Wincheſterr 
by — O. 5b, en 8 

Ber Sig dl: 

V the laſt poſt I tee here the Pome 
of your letter of the ad inſtant, directed 

to Burton, and it was with great pleaſure I 
learned from it that the ſlowneſs and heſita- 
tion of Mr. Hartley had not diſcouraged 
your zeal to do juſtice to the memory of Sir 
George Savile. I ſhall be moſt happy to have 
the honour of ſeeing you at Burton, after 
your reſidence at Durham; and 1 think I 
ſhall be able to contribute ſome few particu- 
lars reſpecting his ſentiments and conduct of 
leſs importance than thoſe mentioned in your 
your letter, but which will help to fill up the 
outline of his character. The additional in- 
formation expected from Mr. Fox, I hope, 
may be procured by Mr. Sheridan before 
your intended viſit to Burton, and then, pro- 
bably, all the materials to be wiſhed for will 
have been obtained for completing the bio- 
D account of. our neee 

riend. | 

1 certainly agree with you in thinking that 
there were among his cotemporaries men: 
ſuperior to him in the powers of oratory, 
and fitter to buſtle forward in the ſtruggle 
tor either power or ao ar But to his 

private 


„ — Savile's ages of — was manifeſted at an 
early period of his political hie ; and it continued to the cloſe 
of it Ry the fame, When the firſt Adminifiration of Lord 
99 Rockingham 


( 
private virtues, and his reſpectable talents as 
a Public Man, he added that unifarm and 
difintereſted patriotiſm which is ſo: rarely to 
be found in his, or any ſtation, declining. 
power, renouneing popularity, and devoting, ' 
himſelf to perform his duty to the Public. 
This is the peculiar: praiſe of Sir George 
Savile; and, in my opinion, to have deſerved 
this praiſe, places him above thoſe men of 
more ſplendid talents, who attained higher 
ſituations and more extended celebrity, but 
not without ſome inconſiſtencies of conduc, 
ſome deviations from'that virthe which con- 
ſtitutes the higheſtitlegree of perſonal merit. 
In faying this, I only; utter ſentiments 
which are your own, and commend virtues 
which you long have practiſed. And permit 
me, dear Sir, to add, that I know: no mau fit- 
ter than yourſeif to do honour toi the me- 
mory of Sir George Sayile; not becauſe you 
were this friend and relation, not becauſe your 
political principles were the ſame, but becauſe 
Rockingham was forming in 166; It was propoſed, as the Edi- 
tor has underſtood, that Sir G. Saviſe ſhould be appointed oe 
of the Secretaries of State: he declined the offer, ob rriog, that 
he W could aſſiſt the Friends of their Country better by not 
accepting it. Afterwards, by his mation for repealing certain pe- 
nal laws _ the Catbolies, be incurred the hatred of a] nu- 
merous Clais of the People. He was even foreed by the rage of 
 _ no! Intblerapt Populace, for à ſhort time to withdraw from his 
Houſe in London, which was fired on this ſhameful occaſion, 
but not conſutmed. Sir G. Savile, chough ill ſupported by men 
in power, continued to animate the Parliament; and his.cfForts 
were ſucceſsful. © The Parliament withitood the fury of the mob g 
and the extenſion of toleration, which Sir G. Savile had bene vo- 


— 4 ofed, was accompliſhed. + Other inſtances of ſimilar 
condoct migbt be adduced; but this is ſufficient to mar the cha- 


ractet of a Patriot reſolute to perform bis duty, though loſs of po- 
pular eſteem, and though perſonal danger might attend the per- 
formance, einn zi to ole dr I Gs 

a 1H 1:48 * | the 
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the praiſe which is due tb the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Patriot of his age will come well 
from the man who has himſelf ſacrificed ſo 
much to conſcience, and to ſupport the Con- 
ſtitutional Rights of his Countrymen. 
I beg my compliments to the Ladies, and 
to Mr: Sheridan , and remain, i | 
rave Sir, with great eſteem,  - PY 2 
Moſt faithfully yours, 
ft bin | C. unn 
> = g = 
| LETTER XV. 81s 
From James Max Tx, Eſq; to the Rey, ©: 
WIVILI. 


 OvxnBuky, en | 
| Wed. 20¹¹ * 1802. 


My Dear Sir, 7 


AVING left London before Chriſtmas 

for the Receſs, your favour of the 16th 

has been forwarded to me. TI feel myſelf 
much flattered by your kind remembrance, 
and am greatly obliged by the information you 
are ſo good ro communicate. I wiſh that 
there were more Members of Parliament of 
the ſame honourable ſentiments with Mr. 
Grey. In regard to the ſupport of, or oppo- 
fition to any Miniſter, my idea is perhaps 
4 By marriage the ſon-in-law of Dran Ogle, Mr. Sheridan 
was til} more — allied to him by his congenial ſentiments of 
honour, and his principles of Liberty.  Admured by his friends, 
and dreaded by his opponents for his uncommon powers of wit 
and argument in debate, he deſerves the ſlill more uncommon 
ptaiſe of uniform conſiſtency in his political conduct. The Editor 
with pleaſure ſeizes this — 1 nity to expreſs his high eſteem of 


Mr. Sheridan as a Publi unalterably attached to Liberty on 
the 1 of the Conſtitution, 


| ſingular ; 
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fingular; but I have never ſeen any rea- 
ſon to alter it. To uſe rather an ordinary 
expreſſion, I am againſt ſupport or oppoſition 
in the lump. If I think a Miniſter upon the 
whole a bad one, I will readily vote for his 
removal; but if ſuch motion ſhould not be 
| attended with ſucceſs, Iwill ſupport any good 

meaſure that he may bring forward, though 
I diſapprove his general conduct; and ſo on 
the contrary, if the beſt Miniſter ſhould pro- 
poſe any thing perniciovs to the Country. I 
would oppoſe it with as much earneſtneſs as I 
would if it were propoſed by a bad Miniſter. 
If ſuch conduct is improper, I do not under- 
ſtand the propriety of calling the Houſe of 
Commons part of the general Council of the 
Nation. If Mr. Grey ſhould bring forward 
any motion for a Reform in Parliament, I ſhall 
certainly give my vote in his favour, though 
it ſhould not go ſo far as I might wiſh; but 
in this caſe I think any ſtep towards the im- 
provement of the nee muſt be 
beneficial, + 

I am much honoured, my 8506 Sir, by your 
kind inquiry after my family. Thank GOD 
we all enjoy good health. I am very lame; 
but we mult. expect to feel the advances of 
age in ſome way or other. „ 

We all join in requeſting you, Sir, to ac- 
cept our very beſt reſpects, and I beg leave 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, with ſincere eſteem, 

Your very faithſul and obedient ſervant, 

| JAMES MARTIN.“ 


2 The publication of this letter was thought deſtrable, not to 
explain the principles of this gry nr Reformer; for they 
bare been long aſcertained * the ſureſt proof, the i 3 
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ene „ 7 + 4 + | er., 
"From Tuomas WALKER, Eſq; to the Rev. 
* | £3.96, . WVVIII. hk ns 11 N 
lloxncronp. sar MANCHESTER, 
I Dino 7 | : 16th of Jas. 1802. 

Dear Sir „ 
Have been prevented, partly by indiſpoſi- 
tion, from ſooner acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of a dozen copies of your excellent Let - 
ter to my friend, Major Cartwright, Which 
I received ſome time ago, and for Which 1 
very ſincerely thank you. Vour reaſoning is 
approved by all to whom I have given your 
book; one of which I gave to my eldeſt ſon, 
one I keep myſelf, and the reſt I have diſtri- 
buted; ſome among the zealous, and ſome 
among the more moderate Advocates for Re- 
form; and one I have given to a firm; but 
temperate ſupporter of the preſent order of 
things. Ens aer gen VO y is ifs a, 
his condutt in Patliament. But in an ag: like the preſent, when 
corruption is grown audacious, when ſham. (ul and long: practiced 
violations of law, and malverſations in office have been detected, 
and confeſſed by the offenders themſelves, and when their guilt 
has been declared by 216 Members ef the Houſe of Commons, 
yet other 216 Members have been found to refiſt the yirtuous de- 
claration, and it was carried only by the caſting vote bf their 
Speaker; in an age thus degenerate, it may be uſcſul to exhibit 
the habitual ſentiments of men-unftaiaed. by the pollutions of cor- 
rupt Politicians, to contraſt their virtues with the guilt of the Pe- 
culator and his Friend; their happy conſciouſneſs of "integrity, 
heir dignity of character with the felf-accuſing mind of a 
Melville, or of the man who ſcreens him from that puniſhment 
which juftice would inflict upon him. And let the Reader now 
conſider whether it would not be well for the Community, if 
the principles of this letter were more frequently adopted by 
Public Men; and whether their more frequent adoption can be 
enpecled, till che Abuſes by which-Parhament is diſhobouted: 
have been removed by a temperate, prom cs gw >" f 
a: . br M40 ente sl yout ae 
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I live ſo much out of the world, that I have 
not yet ſeen the Major's publication; nor, 
indeed, had I heard of it until I read your 
anſwer, from which only I am able to jadge 
of the nature of his arguments. , 

Of our friend's incorruptible-integrity, of 
his honelt zeal, of his manly fortitude; and of 
his diſintereſted and unwearied perſeverance 
in the Cauſe of Freedom, you and I have but 
one opinion. And here let me add my poor 
tribute of thanks to you, for your unceafing 
endeavours to promote the welfare and hap- 
pineſs not only of your Country, but of man- 
kind. That your labours have not hitherto 
been attended with more beneficial effects, is 
a circumſtance moſt deeply to be lamented ; 
but it was a maxim of that truly honeſt 
man, the late Doctor John Jebb, and I am 
perſuaded a true one, that no good effort 
is ever loſt, Beſides, * deſponding is the 
vice of an ignoble mind.” The chief cauſe 
of all our preſent evils is ignorance ; and till 
there is more knowledge, and conſequently 
more virtue, no Reform by any rational man 
can be expected, that will either be eſſicient 
or permanent. | 

If at preſent there is not a total want of 
Public Virtue, there is an apathy, or what 
you have ſo well deſcribed in your Letter, 
page 18, which is equally favourable to the 
views of thoſe who profit by ſupporting the 
preſent ſyſtem of fraud, of force, and corrup- 
tion, No ſtate of Society can long exiſt, nor 
ought it, where Property is not fully ſecured ; 
bus, at this juncture, Liberty and Life ap 


. pear 
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pear to be but ſecondary. conſiderations; and 
both are frequently, wantonly, and unne- 
ceſſarily ſacrificed-to its protection. 

There are many men; who cannot, or ra- 
ther, perhaps, who wilt not make this very 
neceſſary and obvious diſtinction, that, not 
only in Reforms, but even in Revolutions, 
evil does not ariſe ſrom the purſuit of good, 
but from the oppoſition which is made to it. 

'This Country: has been brought into its 
preſent miſerable and degraded ſituation no/ 
by the known Advocates of Deſpotiſm, for 
they could not have done it; but by the ti- 
mid, the pretended, the perfidious, and the 
apoſtate Friends of Freedom. 

In my opinion no character can be more 
juſt than the one which you have ſo ably 
drawn of Mr. Fox. Did Bonaparte poſſeſs a 
mind like his, how would the ſtock of human 
happineſs be increaſed? That it very ſoon may 
be, is the fervent prayer of, 

Dear Sir, 
Your very faithful, | 
And much obliged ſervant, | 
THOMAS WALKER. 
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From the Rev. C. Wyvirtr, to Thomas 
. 1 Warkex, Eſq. , 228 4 


BuxToNn-HALL, Jar. 25th, 1802, / 
Dear Sir, | . 
] OWE you many thanks for your obliging 

letter of the 16th inſtant, and the trouble 
you took in diſtributing my anſwer to Major 
Cartwright. It is a great encouragement to 
me to know that the reaſoning of my Letter 
to Major Cartwright is approved by you, 
and by the Friends of Freedom in Man- 
cheſter and its neighbourhood; for, con- 
vinced J am, that Liberty cannot be ſuc- 
ceſsfully defended, by peaceful means, on 
principles Which are, and which are ge- 
nerally thought to be dangerous to Pro- 
perty: and if ſucceſs is not to be expected to 
attend any legal efforts on this ground, it muſt 
be for reaſons which ought to forbid the 
moſt diſtant tendency to a forcible Revolu- 
tion; for reaſons which would render ſuch 
unwarrantable meaſures either unſucceſsful, 
or abſolutely pernicious to the Community, 
if they were carried by force, as the miſery 
of France, after the ſecond Revolution which 
dethroned the King, ſeems. clearly to ſhow. 
What can be obtained by legal efforts may be 
entire and unmixed advantage to the Com- 
munity; what cannot be obtained without 
throwing the Country into a ſtate of convul- 
ſion, may too probably coſt more than it is 
worth. But 1 am gratified not only by your 

| | approbation , 
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Ipprobation of my writings, but much more 
by the eſteem” you kindly expreſs of my ge- 
neral conduct as a Public Man. + I conſider 
you as a man whoſe attachment to the Cauſe 
of Liberty and Human Happineſs has been 
tried by the ſevereſt and unmerited proſecu- 
tions; who ſuſtained and defeated the attacks 
of oppreſſive Power in the worſt of times; 
who ſacrificed much, and riſqued more by 
his faithful adherence to the principles of 
Conſtitutional Liberty; and I value the ap- 
probation of ſuch a mar! as the Suffrays ws a 
Martyr for Liberty. | 
With reſpect to myſelf, it has been my 
good fortune to eſcape proſecution; for 
though conſcious of innocence, there Was a 
time when | ſaw much reaſon to apprehend it. 
IT faw the danger without perturbation, and 
reſolved to meer it. Fortunately the fury of 
the times is much abated; and perſecution 
wilt probably, for the preſent, forbear to ſeize 
and facrifice any freſh victims to the luſt of 
Power, Age, however, muſt now oblige -me 
to retire from any active icene of oppofition, 
in which younger men may, and I hope ſoon 
will engage. It is time for me to cloſe my 
account with the Public, by printing the re- 
fidue of my Political Papers, in which taſk I 
have already made a confiderable progreſs. 
And I flatter myſelf thoſe Papers, eonſiiling 
chiefly of Correſpondenee with many of the 
principal Friends of Liberty for 20 years, will 
vindicate the legality of their conduct, and 
their attachment to the genuine principles 


of the Conſtitution; and at the ſame time 
tend 
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tend to warn younger men, who may re- 
new the attempt to preſerve the Conſtitu- 
tion by a timely Reform, to unite with their 


zeal and activity a conſtant adherence to pa- 
cifie and moderate meaſures. 

I heartily wiſh you, Sir, long to enjoy that 
peace of mind and general efteem of which 
your enemies in vain WN to deprive 
you“. I am, 7 

With great regard, 
Your much obliged 
and faithful ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. - 


* The Editor has been authorized ; Mr, Walker to declare 
on his behalf, That the only Political Societies of which he 
ever was a Member were the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, 


the London Conſtitutional N the Whig Club: And it 
is his complaint to the ic, „ That he has been not 


more the victim of war and corruption than of miſconception and 
miſrepreſentation; for calumny, he bas found, is a moſt N 
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NUMBER XXIV. 


Containing the EDI TOR's Correſpondence with 
J. CartTws IGHT, Elq; in the year 1800, Wc, 


LETTER I. 


From Joux CarTwWRIGHT, Eſq; to the Rev. 


. * 
7 | Krinax House, 31/ Dec. 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


T WAS the other day in the neighbourhood 


4 of a great town, where I have reaſon to 
believe an energetic Petition will ſhortly be 
figned for the Removal of Miniſters, and for 
1 2 in the Houſe of Commons, which 
the Petition ſtates to be that without which 
it is in vain to look for relief from the public 
diſtreſs, &c. &c. 
Coming through Doncaſter, I heard that 
Mr. Wrightſon began to think it time for re- 
ſorting once more toa County Meeting. Ihave 
no doubt of your thinking it high time alſo; 
and I hope you may have diſcovered ſymp- 
toms of ſuch a change in the Public Mind as 
to warrant the meaſure in point of policy. I 
hope the Petition above mentioned may con- 
tribute to accelerate that change of Public 
Opinion of which I ſee every where evident 


marks. The Petition alluded to, perhaps will 


Not be thought a good model for Counties, 
as the terms of it imply that * 
2 Wit 
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with the true cauſes of the Nation's calamity; 
which, in the preſent ſtate of things, can only 
be expected to ſhow itſelf in thoſe hives of 
men where political ſubjects are conſtantly 
diſcuffed; but it may ſo far deſerve attention 
and imitation, as it utterly rejects every idea 
of truſting to mere palliatives or temporiz« 
ing meaſures. If the ſtrength of the Conn- 
ties could now be called forth, we ſhould 
have nothing ſo much to deprecate as half 
meaſures, ſuch as confining the prayer of the 
People to the mere Removal of Miniſters, os 
to an earneſt endeavour for Peace. As the 
enemies of Liberty muſt perfectly underſtand - 
what we mean by any, and by every meaſure, - 
they will, from the firſt, conduct all. their 
operations ſo as moſt eſloctually to guard 
themſelves againſt our ultimate meaſure of a 
Reform; whereas the ſadly uninſtructed mul- 
titude, on whom our ſucceſs depends, ſtand 
in need of being, from the firſt, enlightened 
on the radical cauſe of their ſufferings ; and 
unleſs we, from the firſt, lay the great ſtreſs 
upon Reform, in my judgment we ſhall ex- 
perience the ſame iffue as awaited our efforts 
towards the end of the American War, when 
we were perſuaded, always againſt my judg- 
ment, to waſte our efforts in complaining of 
Places, Penſions, Miniſters, and the uncecono- 


mical Expenditure of Public Money. It has 


ever appeared to me that all our Petitions | 
ſhould be in themſelves leſſons of :ialtruction, 
as to the grand evil of the State. This ſhould 
be our conſtant text; all elſe mere illuſtra- 
um of this xt, ' Taking nn and 
never 


/ 
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never lofing ſight of it onrſelves, nor offers 
ing the People to be drawn aſide from the 
view and contemplation of it by any other 
excluſive object whatever, we ſhall always be 
fearleſs of defeat; for, from every defeat we 
ſhall be likely to riſe again with new ſtrength. 


But to you, my dear Sir, ſo experienced in 


the warfare of Reform, I need not purſue 10 
ſubject. | 
If you can raiſe a County Meeting, and, in 
addition to Freeholders, will invite Copy and 
Leaſebolders, I ſhould bg included in the invi- 


tation, as I hold in Vor hire a Church Leaſe, 


the certain annual rent of which is 801. and the 
contingent rent may twice or thrice as 
much. On fuch an occaſion, if it were within 
the compaſs of practicability, I would attend 
your Meeting. From my own experience, I 
ean eaſily imagine that on ſuch occafions your 
greateſt difficulty is at your Previous Meetings, 


to put in a right train thoſe Country Gentle- 


men whoſe minds are extremely uninſtructed 


on the ſubject of Political Reform, and who yet 
are apt to be very tenacious of their own opi- 


nions. It is here, as I conceive, that I might 
aſſiſt you with ſome effe&, and help to ſmooth 
your way to the adoption of n wor- 
thy of your wiſdom. 105 

Gigantic as is that corruption we have te to 
combat, our difficulties do not appear inſur- 
mountable, provided only a very.reaſonable 
number of men of proper ſize, and in ſuitable 


ſituations, would but act with union, conſiſt- 


ency, energy, and a ſteady perſeverance in a 

ſtraigbt courſe towards our proper object. 

Half a dozen in each * of . 
an 
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and Bate © dozen in an average for each 
County in the Country might, | as I concetwe, 
lay the foundations of the work, and gradually 
increaſe their numbers until their ſtrength 
mould be crowned with ſyccefs, All our paſt 
miſcarriages for the laſt twenty years, would 
be invaluable experience, and, if rightiy im- 
proved, would enable the maſter workmen to 
dreck the maſs. And the moſt inſtructive 
part of our experience is not to neglect the 
criſis maſt favourable to Reform, that when 
the Public keenly feels calamity. Vou fee 
how the - arch Apoſtate and — — is 
arding againſt any — of the Reform. 
wt; to —— themſelves 1 ſo favourable a 
moment, by inſinuations about inflaming the 
Publie Mind, &c. &c. He 7 ell knows their 
ſeaſon for acting with effect, and they ought 
not to ſuffer him eicher to Juggle, or *6 kelly 
them out of it. | 
have ſome reaſon to imagine hat'the' Pe 
tition I at rſt ſpoke of, is likely to be tranſ- 
mitted by the Petitioners to their Corres. 
ſpondents in ſeveral other populous places, in 
— of which I ſhould hope it may be adopt. 
ed either ip whole, or in part, and that at all 
events its moſt vital parts would be thoſe ſe · 
lected for adoption. Should a great move» 
ment of this kind take place in the populous 


towns, it muſt greatly ſtimulate the Counties, 


and, on ſuch appearances, we might take for 
granted Mr. Fox would be drawn from hit 
retirement. | 9 
As I ſhall be anxious to know your ſenti- 
ments, and, above all, that while men have 
reaſon, 


P 3 


( 230 )) 
xeaſon, and Divine Providence have exiſtence, 
you, are incapable, of deſpairing, I ſhall be 
greatly obliged/to you for a line *. Believe me, 
ate i} , Nr Sar inn it: Un dez 
Very ſincerely vour's 


Pitt! "1997 VIDED W : J. TWRIGHT. 
The deſire to improve his, condition js 4, principle planted 
by nature in the breaſt of man; and, human reaſon, a el el. 
tion of this deſite, is cenftantly ſearching'for the means of higher 
Felicity. | By this principle/gontinually operating on the mind; of 
inpumerable tribes of men, for many ages, a great melioration in 
the r ſtate has been effected. Fhbis is evident,” from the hiſtorical 
gccounts of mankind, in, paſt ages, compared with their actual 
condition at preſent ; It is evident, whether we conſider the cc 
forts and ſecurity enjoyed in civilized Society, contraſted w 
the inſecurity und many wants of mam liviog in a ſtate of ſavage 
independence: or wheiher,we compate ihe ſuparior knowledge and 
mental dignity to which he has been gradually raiſed in well- re. 
gulated Communities; with that low and ſomi- brutal condition in 
which he has always been found in the early ſtages, even of ſocial 


Go bo gf ies ab 2 a 85 
7 „ true that the far greater part of mankind have (fill e miſ⸗- 
fortune to live pnder-Gqyernments which axe ill calculated 10 pra- 
mote the General Happineſs; in many wide and wal-propied N 
2 the paternal rule of. a limited Government is onnieů n. 
— — will of a Deſpot at once. gppreſies;and intimis 

Soon ge Netivec. is . ek t3 
In the Monarchies of Aſia, the unhappy people have been fo 
Jong ſubjeRed to opprefiive Rulets, that the hope, and (witty it, 
the deſire of bettering their condicien;rſceminearly, extin;, and 
unleſs external events ſhould rouze, the latent principle” of im- 
provement in thoſe- Communities, the oppreſſions of | their arbi- 
trary Governments are but too likely, to conũnve unred 
and yet, when we conſider the Governments which baye been 
abliſhed in vatious Countries, and in different / ages (of the 
world, and compare their reſpective effects on the happineſs,of 
man, we find no reaſon to form an unfavourable opinion of the 
ene ral tendeney to improvement in the frame and rules of- Civil 
mm In ſame — ty ns * that human _—_ 
able to 4 orms.. ot. Covemment on Ju 
Nhe 0 Liberty and the happineſs of the Communit) 14 
Sake Ge bettef ſecuted in thoſe tries than lit was even 
ancient Greece and Italy. And though reaſon failed.to.int 
- duce or preſerve thoſe principles in other leſs fortunate and 
cultivated Communities in the Continental Monarchies of Ru- 
rope, & c yet, ab leaſt it has been, able, even thete, to mitigate 
the evils of deſpotic power; and there it muſt be owned Society is 
ftill advancing to greater felicity; though with a-pace leſs firw-and 
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tnt 505 LETTER, II. 381 Nt 973 
From” the Rev. C. Wrvirt % Joux Carts . 
? 25.24% F 1 LCP wu 


7 1 WRIOUT, E209 *. 
| 2 74 „d een 
BroN-HaTL, Jas gb, M. 


* 
1 : 


| Dear Sir, | | dal 16 IM WOLS 
7 OU: hare: rightly judged of my.opinions 
1 at this criſis. I certainly think- it high 
time that the Counties ſhould aſſemble; and 
for that purpoſe, in Yorkſhire I have been 
correſponding with our principal friends far 
7 oe ern 1:9 eee 


rapid than in Countries in which Political Freedom has been 
bliſhed. Yet, though mankind, even in reſpect of their political 
inſtitutions, . co be in 4 ſtate of progteſſive improyement, 
ſill in particufar Communities their Governments are liable to 
fluuation ; ſometimes advancing and extending their capacity to 
promote the general weal ; ſometimes taking a retrograde direc-- 
tion, and becoming leſs fit to produce the benefits for which they 
were eſtabliſhed. Even Nations — — by the Arts and Sci- 
ences, by.learning and philoſophy,” which have long enjoyed i 
bleſſings of Freedom under Governments conſtructed on the 
and moſt equitable principles, may be degraded by various con- 
curring cauſes. to a condition of political ſlavery : the Aſſembſ of 
their States may be laid afide, and unlimited power may be ſeized 
by their ambitious Princes. Such a reverſe we ought to conſider 
may be the fate of Britain, though we boaſt a Conſtitution which 
was originally framed” on the principles' of Liberty, and which 
« fitted to be permanent, becauſe it contains within itſelf 
means of improvement. But time has introduced great A buſes 
in the ſtate of our Popular Repreſentation ; Corruption, availing 
itſelf of theſe Abuſes, has vitiated our Houſe of Commons ; an 
our Territorial Aggrandizement has thrown into the ſcale of the 
Crown a weight of undue influence, to withſtand which with 
ſufficient efficacy, would ire the vigour and integrity of a 
Parliament radically refo To fuch a radical Reform 
| has been the object for which the true Friends of their 8 


have been contending ne of this long reign, 
ol 


hitherto without ſucceſs. nence of Corruption has 
continually increaſed, and the balance of our Conſtitution is more 
than ever deranged. And yet the can bear to look on with 
apathy, as if they were u in the ſtruggle, and as if 


impending tuin did not threaten to deftroy the beautiful ſyſtem of 
well regulated Freedom, to which England owes her fer 
S © | © = © ©  Vadoubtedly 
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the laſt three months: I hope not altogether 
in vain. There is ſtill a degree of caution 
which will not permit us to call a Previous 
Meeting; but I exped that the momentous. 
events which-a few weeks have produced, and 
a few more are likely to produce, will'remove 
all heſitation, and bring Yorkſhire forward. 
We cannot, however, begin with the ſubject 
of Reform. The impraQicability of carrying 
any queſtion of that deſcription is but too evi- 
dent. Shall we then abſtain from our intend- 
ed Meetings on this account? Would you think 


Undoubtedly there is little to cheat us ja this view of our 
Country and its Conſtitution; yet let not the penſive Philantheo: 
Piſt deſpond too far, and relax his patriotic exertions. Ext 
events have brought on our danger; and external events may con- 
ribute to remove it: they may aſſiſt his efforts to defend the 
Conftitution, and by their aid the dreaded extinction of our Li- 
berty finally may be prevented. 'The national reaſon may well 
be expected to decide the great controverſy as it ought, when pa- 

ic fears have been overcome by the increaſed caution. of the 
Friends of Reformation ; when the alarming extent of Corruption 
in all its baſeneſs and in all its audacity has been ſtill more com- 
piety exhibited to its view, and when the peremptory alternative 
zas been preſented to its choice, that this baſeneſs and audacity 
muſt be endured, that all their fatal conſequences muſt be ſubmit- 
red to, or a temperate, but effeual correction of Abuſes muſt be 
accompliſhed. But it were needleſs and unſcaſonable to addreſs 
ſuch thoughts to the Chriſtian Patriot. Under the gloomieſt cir- 
cumſtances of the Community he needs no cxhortations to ani- 
mate him to. perſeverance, nb conſolatory conſiderations to ſhield 
him from deſpair. Ihe events of this lile, whether they concern 
Individuals, or affe& Nations, he knows ate all directed by the 
providence of a Being pertetly wiſe and petſecily benevolent. 
And in the firuggle againft impudent corruption, ſupported b 
fraud and power, though immediate (ſucceſs may ſurpaſs his exyec- 
tation, he reſts aſſured that the final iſſue of it will be favourable 
to the United Cauſe of Integrity and Freedom. To. bimſelf it is 
allorted to. do his duty; 1 to endeavour, to the uimoſſ of his 
power, to promote the welfare of his fellow creatures, without 
too anxious an, inquiry aſter, the probable reſult of his exertions, 
It is enough for his egcouragement to know that not one virtuous 
effort is ver wholly fruitleſs, and not one benevolent endeavour, 
however feeble, of any individual, however humble, will paſs uns 
noticed by God's AE eye, or unrewarded by his goodneſs, 
| | abſolute 
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abtolute inaQvity 3 in Yorkſhire would deter 
ſerve the Cauſe of Conſtitutional Liberty than 
an attempt to remove Miniſters by our Peti- 
tion? I conceive your anſwer would not be an 
affirmative; We muſt aſſiſt that Cauſe in the 
way, and by the means by which it can, be 
aſſiled. I mean by legal meaus, undoubtedly. 
If not, we loſe opportunities of doing ſome 
good, becauſe, we have not the means of do» 
ing all the good we could wiſh. This, my 
dear Sir, is the clue to my political conduct for 
the laſt twenty years; and on mature conſide- 
ration, I am perſuaded that yourſelf would 
not adviſe me to drop it on the NN occa- 
ſion, and take up another.. 

Conceiving, therefore, that you muſt wiſh 
ſucceſs ta the endeavours now employed to 
rouze Yorkſhire to a General Meeting, and 
that you mult be heartily diſpoſed to prevent 
any meaſures elſeu here, at leaſt for a time 
that would not be greatly inconvenient, by 
which our propoſed movement in Yorkſhire 
would probably be defeated, you will, L hope, 
allow me to repreſent my fear, that ſuch may 
be the effect of the Petitions preparing in the 
towns alluded to in your letter, and to requeſt 
that you will interpoſe, with all earneſtneſs, to 
obtain-a delay of thoſe meaſures, till after our 
intended Meeting at York has been held, or it 
| has become evident that we are not ſtroag 
enough, and muſt give that meaſure up. 

I think the buſineſs will be aſcertained i in 
two or three weeks, either for a Meeting im- 
mediately, or againſt it for this winter. And as 
bo as the Yorkſhire Gentlemen have come 

to 


10a determinarion, I will communicate it to 
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you without delay. If the towns alluded to 
can be induced by your friendly aſſiſtance to 


ſorbeat bringing forward their Petitions till 
Yorkſhire and the other Counties have held 


their Meetings, it will, I conceive, be an eſſen- 

tial ſervice to the Common Cauſe.” 1 am, 
Dear Sir, 

With great regard, 980 
A 0 your's, © 


GW VIII. 
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Fron J. Cohreniour, Ni to the Rer. C. 
Went. asia 


MurrietD- Hai, 1446 Ton. 1861, 
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Dear Sir, 
N returning yeſterday to this place I met 
your letter oſ the gth, and immediately 
wrote to requeſt, if poſſible, a temporary ſuf- 
2 of the Petitions alluded to in my laſt; 
ut at all events, if too late for an actual ful- 
penſion, the precaution of as much ſecrecy as 
might be in collecting ſignatures; as well as 
to ſecure their not being made public or pre- 
ſented until ample time ſhould be allowed for 
learning the effect of the efforts of yourſelf 
and the other Friends of Freedom in Yorkſhire. 
Maſt exceedingly do I lament the neceſlity 
you ſtate yourſelf to be under, of reftraining 
yourleif from ſpeaking of Reform, while at- 
tempting to bring forward. your County in the 
preſent awful criſis, | Such a ſtatement * 


{2351 
ſo much want of information. amongſt th 
Ga ee as cannot Wt bet 
deplored, and as muſt deeply afflict him who 
ſo many years ago- was at the head of the 
York(bire Patriots, in ſeeking” that Reform 
which can alone redreſs the Grievances of the 
Nation i Sa e 
After ſo many anxious years of inereaſir 
corruption, to have to begin again with mor- 
ing ſuch a County as Yorkſhire, for a mere 
Removal of Miniſters, is grievous in the ex- 
treme! It is fortunate, however, ia the high- 
eſt degree, that if the Country Gentlemen have 
profited fo, little from the experience of the laſt 
twenty years, the Inhabitants of the large 
towns are in various places well prepared to 
ſhow their knowledge of the Conſtitution, its 
grand diſeaſe, and only remedy. And if thoſe 
towns. ſhall petition in ſuch terms as I truſt 
they will, the Country Gentlemen will ſee they 
have nothing to fear from their movements, 
In a Petition that I have ſeen, care has been 
taken not to alarm the moſt timid, except for 
the conſequences of the ſyſtem on which the 
preſent Miniſters act. That Petition has not only 
deen intended to expreſs;the wiſhes of the Peti- 
tioners, but to inſtruct their Country men in the 
true Cauſes of the Public Calamity, and in the 
proper courſe to be purſued by the People in 
general for obtaining redreſs . In the mov- 
* The phyſical / of the Reformers. lay chiefly in the 
Town- Affociations. They were more numerous, and more zca- 


lous, and more perſevering: than the Friends of Reform in the 
Counties; but they were too apt to hurt the Cauſe they were de- 


voted to, by adopting meaſures which alarmed and. diſguſled the 


Frecholders, without whoſe concurrence it were iu vain to expect 


* . . 4 


* þ 
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ing of large Counties, and of ſmaller Commu⸗ 
nities, a different line of conduct ſeems to d 
required. In the latter, the political know- 
ledge once acquired is retained, and ſuell Com- 
myunities are ſoon prepared rationally to ac 
upon that knowledge; whereas the Inhabitants 
of Counties, for want of ſufficient-intercourſe, 
do not long retain ſuch knowledge, and the ne. 
ceſſary political impreſſions for renewing patrio- 
tic operations, at the point where we ferred 
ceafed. Theſe conftderations, I truſt, will dit- 
Pofe you to look with the beſt hopes to the ex- 
pected movement of the towns 3 a8, indeed, 
thoſe alone which can give the County move 
ments any beneficial fe N * ee ws 
Looking back to the origin of Petitions in 
the American War, and teviewing at the ſame 
time the extended fortifications of corruption 
fince that period, what could we expect from 
very numerous County Petitions for a mere 
fuccehs, at leaſt by pacific and conſtitutional means. vet if the 
real of the Town- Aſſociations ſometimes cartied them too far, 


the caution of the Frecholders not leſi frequently kept them back'in 
4imorous inaRtivity, when their aſſiſtance might have been prudently 
iven; and when, by their ſeaſurable co-operation, they might 
| the effected that moderate Reform of the Conſtitut jon wh 
would have placed the Liberty of the Nation beyond the reach of 
danger. From the languor on one hand, and the impetuofity on 
the other, arofe the dileinma which perplexed the Counſels of the 
Reformers,: aud prevented their atting with that unanimity by 
which N could 51 hs ROTTEN: 
a any N aw. iſpoſing ation to rt props» 
fals of Reform, the ſame difficulty, probably, 4 again; 
and to obviate it, will be the grand requiſite on which our all 
will depend, The ſame couniel will again be the ſuggeſtion 
of common ſenſe, and again the neceflary. policy of the Town- 
Refor mers will be to follow, rather than to attempt to lead the 
Counties. If confiding in their Numbers, they will again march 
too faſt, and advance before the leſs aQive and ſpirited Reformers 
of the Counties, their ſeparation will be certain, and the ruin of 
their cauſe will be unavoidable. 7 bub ding, eb II 
4 Removal 
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Removal of Miniſters ? Nothing, as I conceive, 
but a juggling change of men, without a 
change of meaſures and principles, or a ſha» 
dow of ſecurity in future I agree with you, 
my Dear Sir, nevertheleſo, that we ought to 


be circumſpe&t in not defeating our own - 


views, by attempting too much at a time, or 
in the wrong place ; and, therefore, while you 
find yourſelf under the neceſſity of accomma+» 
dating yourfelf'to.the ſhort views and errone- 
ous. policy of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, that 
ſhould not reſtrain others from piopoling in 
the populous towns ſuch meaſures of | 
energy as they are prepared to adopt. Beſides, 
I will own to you, that I never had much 
fear of being defeated in meaſures intrinſi- 
cally right, and ſuch as, the more they are 
conſidered, the more they approve chemlelves 
to the rational mind; for I incline to think 
chat we riſe again ſtronger from ſuch defeats, 
than even from victories, when our conteſts are 
for trifles. A crafty Court will often gain its 
ends by allowing us ſuch victories; but it 
dreads nothing ſo much as to ſee the People 
enlightened on the political principles on which 
Freedom depends. er pe, 

Hoping my applications, will be in time to 
prevent the inconvenience you feared “, and 
moſt ſincerely wiſhing you ſucceſs in what you 
are attempting, I remain, | 
| Dear Sir, 

With the greateſt eſteem, 
TDuour's very ſincerely, 


I JOHN CART WRIGHT: | 


d * 
4 


„ The applications were ſucceſiful, and the towii alleded'ts 
ſuſpended their Petitions, | 


greater 


— 
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8 LETTER VW. 
From J. CARTWRIGHT; Eſq; to the Revs C. 
92 5 WIVIII. £267 va 


_ Ne: 28, Arundel Street, Strand, 
1 Loox, 9 Fes. 1801. 


Tann with which you laſt favoured 
1 me is ſufficiently- diſcouraging ; but it 
warms my heart to ſee your ſteady perſeve- 
rance in the cauſe of Freedom; and I truſt 
that among your Yorkſhire Gentlemen there 
will yet be found ſpirit and wiſdom to ſet a 
worthy example to others. Could they think 
of any thing ſo degrading as a Petition for 
mere Peace ? Far better would it be, that they 
retired every man to his own home, than that 
they ſhould do their Country ſo much mif. 
chief. Peace I moſt earneſtly defire, bur not 
Peace and Chains. And what elſe but chains 
can be our lot—and deſerved chains, if the 
preſent ſyſtem of Government is not to be re- 
ſiſted ? 
Can Engliſh Gentlemen be filent when they 
reflect, that at the period when the Stewarts 
were expelled from the Throne, and a ſettle- 
ment of the Crown was made upon his preſent 
Majeſty's family, the Nation owed ſcarcely 
half a million; that, corrupt as the Go- 
vernment was, it took one hundred and four 
years, ending with 1792, to run in debt two 
hundred and fifty millions; and that in eight 
years of Mr, Pitt's Adminiſtration that enor- 
mous debt has been more than doubled? 


* 
=yz 


Can 
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Can Engliſh Gentlemen want an explana- 
tion of ſuch Government, when they know, 
or ought to know, that more than three parts 
in four of thoſe who vote the Public Money 
are no more the . of. England 
than they are of Egy | ; 

Surely, Sir, the l of Yorkſhire 
muſt ſee the ſituation in which they ſtand; and 
muſt ſee that neither Peace, nor a Change of 
Miniſters, can avert the Nation's fate, unleſs 
accompanied with a ſecurity in future agaiaſt 
bad Miniſters and unneceſſaty Wars. 

Many of thoſe Gentlemen muſt know the 
almoſt total alienation of mind of the labour- 
ing claſſes from the Conſtitution, and I fear 
that it is not confined to the labouring claſſes. 
The cauſes are plain enough, Oppreſſion and 
miſery. never. made friends to any. Govern- 
ment. It is for the Gentlemen and the Nobi- 
lity to cure this diſguſt, by ſtanding forward like 
men, and never flackening their efforts until 
they ſee their Country reſtored to real Freedom. 
The trumpery of planting potatoes, and the 
quackery of importing wheat, may amuſe 
old women, but there is no ſecret for making 
a Government fit to live under, but Liberty. 
It is only under a fair Repreſentation a People 
can have fair play. All other modes of te- 
dreſſing grievances are cheats and inſults. 

If the Repreſentation of this Country be what 
J have faid, it is a demonſtration that our Con- 
ſtjtution is ſubverted. Should it be the buſi- 
neſs, of Engliſh Gentlemen to ſhut their eyes 
to this monſtrous abuſe, and to hoodwink the 
County, or to 3 it aloud, and to diſ- 
: ſeminate 
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ſeminate the truth, till no man could be igno- 
norant of the fact, or of the conſequences ? 
If the fact be as I ſay, we have taxation 
without repreſentation. Aad is it not ſelf evi- 
dent, that a taxation without repreſentation 
places at the arbitrary diſpoſal of the Crown 
every man's whole eſtate; real and perſonal, 
ſinking the rightful. proprietor and maſter into 
a mere agent for the Exchequer over his'own 
roperty, which muſt be delivered up to the 
Miniſter on demand, whether as ſhip-money, 
or ſoldier- money; or for whatever purpoſe, or 
in whatever ſhape or proportion that almighty 
Miniſter pleaſes? _ SPL 
Is not / taxation without repreſentation, be 
the authorities for carrying it into execution 
what they may, a demonſtration of exiſting 
deſpotiſm and exiſting ſlavery? And are not 
theſe again the worſt of all * exiſting cirtum- 
ſtances?” And if any Yorkſhire Gentlemen | 
have ſagacity enough to diſcover a difference 
between a ſyſtem of taxation without repre- | 
ſentation, and Mr. Pitt's “ ſolid ſyſtem of 
finance,” I ſhould be much gratified by the | 
information. eee DIE ; 
It is impoſſible but the Gentlemen of Eng- ; 
land in general muſt now be faſt opening their 
tl 
{ 


eyes to the groſs impoſition put upon them by 
an Impoſtor whom | have elſewhere called the 
Judas of the Conſtitution, and the deſtroying 
Angel of his Country. They are, as I ſhould 
think, growing ſufficiently ſober to ſee, as a 
' palpable truth, that at the time when that 
Minifter, with a debt of ?πäi hundred and forty 
Leven millions, hanging like a mill-ſtone at uy 
Or 0 nec 
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neck of his Country. made War upon France, 
that Country was already beſet by ſo many 
enemies; and in ſuch” a tate of Vialon, 
weakneſs, and danger, ſhe could not but an- 
xiouſly wiſh for Peace with Great- Britain. 

Hence it muſt alſo be ſelf-evident, that ĩũ 
the whole Hiſtory of the two Nations, there 
never was a period ſo favourable to this Coun- 
try for ſecuring the permanency of Peace with 
France, and for ſtrengthening, by a generous 
policy, in the ſpirit of her own free Govern- 
ment, the bonds of union and friendſhip then 
happily ſubſiſting between the two Nations, 
the very Period in which Miniſters choſe 
to rend aſunder that ſubſiſting friendſhip, 
and, to the indelible diſhonour of our Country, 
to join in the War againſt French Freedom, in 
conjunction with all the Deſpots of Europe. 
Cana we want better evidence that the War, in 
fact, fo far as we are to regard the motives of 
Miniſters; was a War againſt Engliſh Liberty ? 
And does not the evidence accumulate upon us 
when we look back to their frauds and decep- 
tions; to their perſecutions: of all active Pa- 
triots j to their attempt in 1794 at legal mur- 
der; to the doQtrines they have proſcribed, and 
the doArines they have diſſeminated ; and, i in 
ſhort; to their whole {ſyſtem ? 

Every thing they have done, from firſt 10 
laſt, has been to defeat the endeavours of the 
e Rae: and the uſe they - 
have in, the ſtruggle made of their ſyſtem of 
taxation without repreſentation, andthe dread- 
ful calamities they have brought upon the 
Country, by the uſe they have made of that 
1 of RY ought to the Na- 

Q tion 
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tion of the wiſdom. and virtue of thoſe who 
laboured to arouze their Countrymen in that 
great Cauſe, and to wreſt from their hands 
that dreadful engine. 


I very mueh hope that you t mean to bei in 


London this Spring; as ſoon as the buſineſs of 
your County Meeting will permit; but I fear 
that cannot be before I ſball leave Town. I 
have heard of ſymptoms of a right feeling in 
ſome perſons of high rank, and ideas are afloat 
for a line of conduct which it. is hoped. ſuch 
men may take for placing themſelves as a bar- 
rier between their Country and its Deſtroyers, 
If any thing ſo dignified and fo virtuous as 1 
have beard rumoured ſhould be ſet on foot, it 
has occurred to me that you might be ſingu- 
larly uſeful in promoting it. 


Great as may appear to be the enterprize of 


encountering a faction in poſſeſſion of Deſpotic 
Power, and having at its diſpoſal an almoſt 
countleſs revenue, your's is not a mind inca- 
pable of the conception. A ſyſtem againſt 
which reaſon revolts, and which i is abhorrent 
to every feeling of the human ſoul, may be 
the neareſt its fall, when to thoſe who under- 
ſtand n _s whe moral cauſes, it may appear refiſtleſs, 
3 e part of this Capital we may enter- 
_ . hopes from a few good heads and 
"Engliſh hearts. Great expectations have been 
entertained from Yorkſhire. virtue. Should 
your counſel prevail, we ſhall not be diſap- 
pointed. Anxiouſly wiſhing you ſucceſs, 
6 I am truly your's, 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 


2 P. S. In the ſtate of the King's health, it is 


oi that no 3 will now * * of 
5 a Peti- 


K. 


* 
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a Petition to the Threne. There cannot-be a. 
view of fuch'a meaſure in which it muſt not 
appear eitheir highly 1mproper, 1 
nugatory. You will of courſe think of the Ho 
of Commons. Independent of all the peculiar ' 
circumſtances of the moment, that is infinitely 
to be preferred. If any virtue remain in that 
Houſe, and I truſt there is ſome, Petitions may 
produce diſcuſſion; and as news- paper political 
reading is all that is left the People for the 
preſent, that is infinitely the beſt way of com- 
municating political information. A Petition to 
the Throne, at this juncture, at the beſt could 
expect no better fate than to fink into the 
pocket of a Bed-Chamber Lord, or perhaps of 
a Page, and conſequently muſt remain un- 
known to the Publie; whereas; if made the 
ſubject of debate in Parliament, its right effect 
may be produced; — that of animating other 
bodies of men to follow the example. But 
here, my dear Sir, I myſt expreſs a ſentiment 
that is never abſent from my mind when con- 
ſidering of Petitions from the People to any 


branch of the Legiſlature, eſpecially at a eriſis 


like the preſent. 1 am ſure you will agree 
with me; bur l fear there are thoſe who have 
not ſo long, nor ſo much thought on theſe fub- 
jects, who may not at firſt ſee the importance 
of proceeding in a right way. With ſuct*Gen- 


tlemen, 1 hope your arguments will have their 


due weight. I merely offer mine in eortobo- 


ration of What you would {ay on the ſubject. 


We know that Petitionsforredreſs of National 
Grievances do not "uſually appear until thoſe 
Grie vances are of great magnitude, and big with 
pos 2 danger 


— - 
—— —— 


danger and miſery. We know that a Govern- 
ment which has produced the Grievances will 
diſregatd Petitions until they become general, 
or from their nature it is ſcen they muſt 


War now afflicting 


| nnd Genery could form 4 right. eine of 
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ſoon become general. On thoſe, therefore; who 


take a ſead, a great reſponſibility. reſts ; and 


it becomes them to act with that. know- 
ledge of the public fituation, that wiſdom 
in the application for redreſs,” and with that 
dignity of demeanour, which ſhall at once 
inſtruct other bodies in the conduct to be pur- 
ſued; and inſpire them with a warm deſire of 


imitation. Who then, that knows any thing 


of our ſituation, can be ignorant that neither 
the War nor the Miniſtry, grievous as they 
are in the light of evils, is the 

Grievance on which we ought to lay the great- 
eſt ſtreſs, and to make the burthen of all Pe- 
titions? I am ſure I do not think'the curſe of 
us of light account; nei- 
ther do I think the curſe of a Miniſtry, which 
for its own corrupt purpoſes involved us in 
the War, a cucſe of ordinary weight and ma- 
lignance ; but ſtill when a War and a Mini- 
ſtry are merely ſymptomatic, the mere conſe- 
quences of a yet more deadly diſeaſe, I cannot 
think of any preſcriptions for abating the vi- 


-Fulence of the ſymptoms, without direQting 
the main attention to the removal of the ori- 


ginal diſeaſe, For Heaven's ſake, my dear 


Sie, warn your leſs-experienced friends of the 


ſad conſequences of a wrong example coming 
from Yorkſhire. _. / 
It were greatly to be wiſhed,. the Nobility 


what 
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what they note, in am eſpecia}- manner, owe 
to their Country. It is they, who, having be- 
come the dupes of a fraudful alarm, enabled 
Miniſters to carry on the War, and to reign” 
in oppreflion and terror, It is heir ſupport of 
thoſe Miniſters in the perſecution of Freedom, 
till the very word Liberty has been a fort of. 
ſedition, and until the lower ranks in ſociety, 
once Friends to Parliamentary Reform, are in 
a great degree utterly alienated from the Con- 
ſtitution, that has done their Country more 
miſchief than can be calculated. Theſę nn 
ſhould now ſeriouſly conſider. 

Interruption cuts me ſhort. I ende to 
have ſhown that, unleſs the Nobility and Gen» 
try will ftand forward to reftore the Liberty of 
their Country, themſelves, and all our inſtitu- 
tions, from both within and without will be 


nnn n Hπαπ n 
E 


From the Rev. C. Wyv1LL 76 Jonn Cant» 
© _ WRIGHT, Eſq. - 
nnn _ * 1507. 
Dear Sir, 


FFER Mr. Addington's declevation, that 

he would negociate for Peace with France, 

[ think you would not expect that our cau- 
tous friends in Yorkſhire would d. In 
fact, I was ſo ſenſible of the neceſſity for a 
pauſe that the reſult of the Negociation might 
be known, that I did myſelf propoſe it; and 
all our friends approved it. How long we 
may wait before the French ä 
Ve 


impoſlible to gueſs ; but not difficult, I think, 


end in diſturbance.” The ſupport of Govern» 
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have given a negative to our propoſals, it is 


to foreſee that a negative will be the anſwer; 
unleſs Mr. Addington ſhould lower his lofty 
tone on the ſubject of the Northern Claims. 
If the War ſhould continue, we ſhall meet in 
great ſtrength, but we ſhall meet too late, I 
fear, to prevent the ruin of our Country. I 

ow more and more inclined to join thoſe 
who totally deſpair that any exertious on the 
part of the Gentry will be made with effect to 
prevent the moſt fatal extremes. They wiſh for 
Peace ; but their dread of plunder and outrage 


from the mob is o great, that they conſider 
every Meeting, even of abe Freeholders, to be 


attended with danger, as holding out eneou- 
ragement to the lower claſſes, and likely to 


ment in all its meaſures appears to them the 
only ſecurity. againſt a Revolution; and the 
Friends of Conſtitutional Liberty, however 
cautious, however-moderate in their aun, 
cannot obtain their confidence. | 

Thus circumſtanced, we cannot do much * 
the Public. We muſt wait till events produce 
a change of mind; and we muſt refolve to do 
our: duty as far as..circumſtances/ will permit, 
let the proſpect of ſuccels be 20 rere e. 
as it may be. 

I ſay this to a Hanes ke am- fure has 
often ſaid it to himſclf, a 8 — has tube 


* 
erde? 


* * * b ? * 79 UL = a7 # . 


From 1,Canrwiigus: Ey to . Rev, C. 
: its * YVILL» | 


| Lonpon, 196 R 1601. 

Dear Sir, NEW - 
. time Ges Ldevoted — leiſure to hs 
ning of a letter'to you, which ſhould 
fully ex — what I had alluded to When - 

wiſhed for your preſence in London. The 
ſubject growing upon me as I proceeded; and 
conſiderations of the deepeft importance pre- 
ſenting themſelves to my mind, my letter at 
length filled many ſheets ; and | felt a ſtrong 

impreſſion of the of comm 

its intents to others without delay, as I could not 
expect your early arrival in Town. For theſe 
reaſons I have {ome copies for private 
diſtribution; but, for the preſent, on grounds 
that will be obrious on the peruſal of the 
printed letter, that diſtribution is confined 
within a very narrow circle, taking in only 
yourſelf, the Dukes of Grafton, Bedford, and 
Northumberland, and Lord Stanhope. lu my 
letters however to theſe perſons Iam obliged to 
lay, * in'conſequence, however, of correſpon- 
«* dence carried on while the writer was medi- 
ti tating on his ſubject with a few friends in dif- 
© tant and agitated parts of the Kingdom, in 
« which correſpondence he delivered his ſenti- 
« ments on what, in his judgment, oughtto be 
< done, and might be ex to be done, he, 
the writer, inſenſibly ſo ſpoke of what was 
« in his nd, add-fo Er engaged hint to 
.Q 4 commu- 
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« communicate the reſult, that he has found 
« himſelf bound to tranſmit copies of his print- 
&« ed letter to theſe few friends | 
He ſimply ſtates to theſe friends that, for 
the preſent, a few only amongſt the great 
« are to ſee the letter, in hopes they will con- 
« verſe on the ſubject with a wider circle, and 
* requeſts them not to put the printed letter 
* out of their own hands, nor to make of it 
« any other preſent uſe than merely, if they 
* ſee it likely to produce beneficial conſe- 
quences, to offer it as their opinion, founded 
on correſpondence, that if the People ſhall 
look only Is a conſtitutional redreſs of Griev- 
ances, and will properly exert themſelves 
for that political object which, indeed, is all 
the reſt, there is reaſon to hope they will 
not want friends amongſt the great; but 
care has been, and will be taken not to 
name any of the perſons of rank who have 
been addreſſed on the preſent occaſion.” 
IT underſtand that all your County proceed- 
ings are now ſuſpended till you ſee the. iſſue 
of the preſent Negociations. In the extreme 
mortification which you, who know fo. well 
the abſolute neceſſity of Reform, muſt feel 
at the aſtoniſhing prejudices and apathy of the 
Country Gentlemen, I ſympathize moſt truly, 
but could not bear it with ſo much patience 
as you do. Indeed it is queſtionable with me 
whether in twelve months time the Gentle- 
men of England, who ſhew ſuch an inſenſibility 
to the Cauſe of Liberty, and who are abſorbed 
merely in the intereſts of property, will have 
any eſtates at all to defend. When the very exif 
3 tence 


Sagen 
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tence of ſociety hangs in dreadful ſuſpenſe be- 


tween the deſperation of miſery and the deſ- 
potiſm of the ſword, and when added to this 


the preſent Negociations may end in a deter- 
mined and gigantic ſnvaſion of the Country. 


the conduct of our Nobility and Gentry ſeems 
nothing ſhort of an infatuation leading ta 
their utter deſtruction. E 

On the principles laid down in my printed 
letter, I doubt not you will agree with 


me; but, whether or not, you will approve of 


what I recommend to be immediately prac- 
ticed, I am doubtful. Much reflection, how= 


ever, has convinced me that we have not 


time left for yielding to prejudices in hopes of 
progreſſive advantages to the Cauſe of Liberty. 
Our deſtiny is at hand. The public calamity 


within, and the enemy without, call for all 


our wiſdom and energy. Nothing but radical 
Reform can preſerve us from either of theſe 
dangers; and every week's delay adds to our 
difficulties, and rapidly increaſes the proba- 
bility of convulſion, and all the horrors that 
may attend it both from within and without. 

That we have not a moment to loſe in 
puſhing the Cauſe of Reform, appears from 
this, that very many Friends of Liberty, aye, 
very many indeed, now ſay we are 100 late. 
How many years was it ſaid we were too 
ſoon? On this ſubje& T have nothing on my 
mind for which | can blame myſelf, From the 
firſt 1 laboured to inculcate what I conceived, 


and ſtill conceive to be the true principles 
on which Reform ought to be founded. Had 


thoſe principles made their way, we might 
| have 
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have been in time, But if the Friends of 
Conſtitutional Liberty can, even nom, be 
brought to adopt thoſe principles, and will 
exert themſelves manfully, it is my own- par. 
ticular perſuaſion that the Nation would ra- 
pidly run into a radical Reform, as the only 
haven that could fave us. Within theſe very 
few days, I know that a hoary Borough 
Proprietor, and Borough Monger, who has 
been particularly deep in the dirt, declared 
to a patriotic friend of mine, that he be- 
teved we muſt have a Parliamentary Reform 
at laſt, If the People with their Petitions 
would come upon them like a torrent, I 
doubt not they would yield the point, I 
ruſt that torrent is collecting its force, and 
will, ere long, begin its purifying courſe. 

our's, Dear Sir, 
Very ſincerely, 

. CATWRIGHT:. 
P. S. In the courſe of two or three days I 
hope to fend you half a dozen copies of my 
printed letter by the York mail coach, 


2 

e. | 

From the Rev. C. WrviLL to Jokx CaRT-= 

| WRIGHT, Eſq, 
_. BuaToN-HALL, April 15th, 1801. 

Dear Sir, HA 5 


SHALL be anxious to receive the printed 

letter you mention in your's of the 2 gth 

inſtant; and ſhould this note arrive in time, I 

wiſh you to ſend your packet by the Carliſle 

Coach, to be left at Mr. Ferguſon's Inn, — 
| teric 
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terick Bridge, by which means it will reack 
Burton a week or ten days ſooner than if it 
ſhould be lent by Vorx. Pane 

You do not ſay that. you have received m 

letter of the roth iuſtant; and I think indeed 
you could not have received it on the 13th, 
becaule it was ſent to Brothertoft Farm; on 
the ſuppoſition of your having left London. 
Wen you get that letter you will ſee how 
much | agree with you in blaming the Gen- 
try, and how little good I expect can be done 
till their ſentiments are become more favour- 
able to Liberty: I mean here in Vorkſhire, 
where the delays which have been ſo morti- 
fying to me, were yet abſolutely neceſſary, 
I truſt however that the continuance and ex- 
tenſion of the War will have a great effe& in 
bringing the Gentry into our meaſures, par- 
ticularly if Popular Meetings in London and 
other great towns ſhould be delayed a few 
weeks, In that time I think, from what has 
lately paſſed between Nenmark and this Coun- 
try, that the Negociation with France is likely 
to be cloſed without a Peace; and our opera- 
tions might commence with County Meet- 
ings not only in Yorkſhire, but in almoſt every 
other part of England. I wiſh you to conſi- 
der this, and to make uſe of your influence 
to obtain a delay which may decide the fate 
of the Country, whether it is to be ſaved by 
Reform, peacea ly and conſtitutionally ob- 
tained, or ruined by a Revolution effected by 
the Maſs of the People, irritated by the com- 
bined evils of War aud Famine, and a ſyſtem of 
Adminiſtration at once corrupt and coercive. 
Ang : f A little 
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A little longer patience on the part of your 
friends may have, as 1 hope, that very impor- 
tant effect which we agree in wiſhing; it may 
give the Gentry that opportunity for convic- 
tion which they ſtill want, that the dangers 
of a continued War exceed the riſque of Po- 
pular Oppoſition. Let them fee tbat a little 
more clearly, and we ſhall have them with 
us; and from their taking the lead in the bu- 
fineſs, we may have the happineſs to fee Li- 
| berty ſecured, and Revolution avoided. If, on 
the failure of the preſent Negociation, hefita- 
tion and timidity ſhould ſtill be found preva- 
lent among the Yorkſhire Gentry, I muſt own 
my hope of any change of ſyſtem by mode- 
rate means would be greatly weakened, or 
rather it would be quite extint. But 1 
think there is reaſon to hope better things 
from Yorkſhire on the event of a protracted 
War; and a few trecks delay will probably 
aſcertain it, Jam, with great regard,” 


Dear Sir, 
Your's ever, 
C. WYVILL. 
| LETTER VIII. 
From J. CARTwWRAICHT, Eſq; to the Rev. 2 
n 
| LoN Dbox, Monday, e och 
Dear Sir, | 


Y the Carliſle Coach I have now * you 

ſix copies of the printed letter. The ſame 
number were ſent to the Dukes of Grafton, 
Northumberland, and Bedford, and to Lord 
n 
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Stanhope. The Duke of Grafton deſired to 
decline accepting, with an aſſurance that he 
did not know a word of the contents, © having 
been compelled by y age. and infirmity to quit 
the political ſcene.” Had his Grace ſeen the, 
contents, he might have ſeen that the coun- 
ſel of one worn out by age and inficmity, un- 
fitting him for action, might have carried 
with it additional value from that very cir- 
cumſtance, as being the reſult of experience 
and judgment, hen the paſſions could not be 
ſuſpected of an interference. Old and infirm as 


I may. ever be, I truſt that while I can think 


and ſpeak, my counſel will never be wanting 
in the cauſe of Juſtice and Human Freedom. 
On the ſubject of farther delay in the bu- 
ſineſs of petitioning until your ſorry Squires 
can be brought to act like rational beings, as 
far as it relates to bodies with whom you 
think I may have an influence, I really dare 
not adviſe it. Indeed it appears to me to be 
doubly neceſſary not to delay. To remain 
at this time ſilent would give a ſort of confir- 
mation to a certain infamous report. What 
in that report is called conſpiracy and treaſon, 
was a deſign to petition with great unanimity 
the Legiſlature for a Redreſs of Grievances, 
and particularly that greateſt of all Griev- 
ances, the want of Repreſentation, Is not this 
fine ground for a revival of the ſyſtem of ter- 
ror?. If it produce the effect of Alencing the 
People, | fear they will be ſilent for ever, un- 
til in abſolute deſpair they burſt out in acts of 
violence. No! no! my friend, the conſpiracy 
and the treaſon is not with the People. 

That 


tan 


That they ſhould inftantly come 8 
with their Petitions to gie the lie to their 
falſe aceuſere, and to prevent that recoil and 
diſguſt | dread, ſeems to me of infinite im- 
porrance.” It was with no ſmall difficulty 


their do ber ſullen diſcontent could be 


brought into a temper to petition at all; and 


now to be the adviſer of delay, attended, as 


I ſhould expect, with the worſt of conſe. 
quences, is what I dare not venture again. 


But general terror is not the only mode of 


filencing Petitioners; for when Petitions, ſta- 


ting the moſt infamous violations of the Con- 


ſtitution, and the moſt atrocious cruelties, are 
tendered to a certain Aſſembly, they are re- 
jected, and all inquiry into their truth is refuſ- 


ce, although the Petitioner himſelf be artend- 


ing at the door to be called in. You will find in 
the parcel one of this kind. While a virtu- 
ous Member was reading it, Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Dundas were laughing aloud, by way of ex- 
ample how ſuch Petitions ought to be attend - 
ed to; and their friends, as we may be fore, 
took the hint; ſo that I am aſſured the Af 
ſembly was more like a bear-garden than 
what it ought to be. Can we have any cure 
of this dreadful evil until there be a voice 
from without loud enough to ſilence Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Dundas? Whenever, therefore, im- 
menſe multitudes have determined upon pe- 
titioning, they ought in my Judgment to yo 
menen to proceed *. 

A very 


„Even in a. eaſe Rke this here ſtated by the worthy Patriot, 
the obſervations in the Note will be applicable. The 
queſtion of prodence will till remain to be conſidered ; and * 
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A very watchful eye is'now! kepe over the the 
Albion; and its Editor is the abject of gun 
ner, der a on e be dee ie Ke 
but as oft as certain men chooſe th 
to violate it. As it is the only Paper that will 
publiſh Conſtitutional Truth attended with 
any hazard of offending-rhe Aer * rea | 
er, I hope it will be ſupported. 28 
I leave Town on Wedneſday. |- ttt 


dane vary truly, 
05 _ WRIGHT. 


LETTER . fs 7 


From the Rev. C. Wyv1LL 15 Joun Carr. 
- WRIGHT, EQ. 


BunTox-HaLL, Lori 234, 1801. 


pur Sir, 


Y BSTERDAYI in the morning 1 received 
your letter of the 20th inſtant; and in the 
evening the packet which it announced, con- 
taining the copies of your printed letter addreſ- 
ſed to me, with ſome other printed papers, for 
all which I return. you my thanks. On the 
ſubject of your printed letter, I will take a 

little time for meditation, and then inform 
you ſincerely how far I can concur with you, 


dhe petitioning by the multitode alluded to be more likely to pro- 
mote was to retard the neceſſaty meaſures of | Reform, it oughe 
not to be encouraged, To eſtimate this probability aright, it will 
be neceſſary to con der wherher an acceſſion of utength from othet 
quarters may be expected or not, and if not, whether the multi- 
tude wiſhing to 22 are able alone, and by pacific means to 
carry theit meaſures, or at leaſt by their moving | to facilitate 
their beinge arried hereafter, 


and 
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and where I muſt he obliged to take a diſfer- 
ent road in purſuit of the ſame object, viz. the 
Freedom and Happineſs of the Public. 

With reſpe@ to the contents of your writ- 
ten letter, | will frankly own | am not ſurprized 
at your contempt of the major part '6f out 
Yorkſhire Gentry, many of whom are too 
tle accuſtomed to reflection to have formed 
any rational judgment of our political ſitua- 
tion, or any juſt principles of conduct to guide 
them at this extraordinary criſis. Yet as | have 
formerly ſaid, | think them more prejudiced and 
deluded by the frauds of Power than corrupted 
by its bribes. If, therefore, it had appeared to 
you, that you could with propriety, and with 
effect, have applied to the Popular Bodies who 
are preparing to petition, to prolong the pauſe 
which at your inſtance they conceded before, 


1 did hope that our honeſt, but deluded Gen- 


tlemen, on the failure of this third Negociation 


might be induced to come forward; and thus 


the impending danger from +: wed Reſent- 
ment might be avoided, by the influence which 
the Gentry would acquire among the inferior 
claſſes of the People. This would have been 
a previoysecurity that meaſures of modera- 
tion would be purſued by the Collective Body; 
and powerful men would have been more rea- 
dily induced to join us. But on reading your 
printed papets, I have found that I aſked what 


was too contrary to your plans to be granted; 


and | muſt now abandon all hope of that pre- 
ventive meaſure, which would have afforded 
the beſt ground to hope that we may ſucceſs- 
fully defend Liberty by the mere force of = 

| | on 
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ſon alone. Still, however, I will hope that 


the Gentry may come forth in ſupport of the 
Common Cauſe before the Die of Revolution 


is caſt, and may hold back the uplifted hand 
of the People ready to throw it, And you, 
my good friend “, I doubt not, will chearfully 
contribute your "aſſiſtance then, as you did 
before, to induce the People of the Great 
Towns to liſten to their friends in the Coun. 
try. When the Gentry: have advanced on the 
right ground, though not ſo far as the Town 
Societies, they will be better intitled to conſi- 
W I hope they will obtain it. 
am, with t regard, 
Des Str, Ks 
whe | Your's ever, 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER X. | 0 


From Join CARLTWRIGHT, EQ; t the Rev. 
Ci. WryIITI. 


nm 8b May, uot, 


7 


„ Sir, | 
15 Rejoice much in the : account you give of 
your health, and to find you embrace every 
eee of promating the Cauſe of Free- 


Having left a conſiderable parcel of my let- 
ters in London, I will order ſix. more cones 


8 This was then the firm perſuaſion of the Editor: the 
and moderation of Major Cartwright's ſubſequent. 


Middleſex, &c. have only tended to corroborate this Gabe. 
i 
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to be ſent you directly, and as many more at 
any time as you may wiſh for, ſo long as any re- 
main. I printed ↄpnly 1:25, as I did not intend 
any for fale, .unleſs circumſtances ſhould ren- 
der:it. adviſable, to have a new impreſſion. _ 
Ihe copies of your anſwer which you are 
ſo good as to imtend:me, may remain at De- 
brett's till I: ſend for them. as I expect a call 
to Town. again very ſhortly reſpecting a Bill 
before Parliament. | 2 
1 2gree with you that no external events 
can long divert the public attention from the. 
ſubject of Reform; for unleſs the Nation can 
be wholly bereft of its, feeling and its under- 
ſtanding, the day of. reflection muſt come. 
_fIrhave ſome reaſon to think that an event 
which has lately been thought not very diſtant, 
might, if: it: toe · plaee, preduee: great inter- 
nal change. But at all events I hold it to be 
extremely defirable-to loſe-no opportunity of 
diſpoſing the Public Mind to-that which is 
right. 1 5 
y ſhould ſeem as if petitioning in a certain 
quarter has been voluntatily ſuſpended for 
the preſent. I ſuſpect that ſome of my cor- 
reſpondence has been interchpted, as Ihave 
had no. anſwers to the letters / wrote, while 
the Acts for fuſpending the Habeas Corpus 
and reviving Pitt's Bill were pending. In 
thoſe letters I ſpoke very plain. If Mimiſters 
have ſtopped petitioning by their ſyſtem of 
terror, their purpoſes will have been anſwered 
for the preſent. +02 | 30: ee 
I thank you for your 'enquiries after-my 
health, I think it rather improved this laſt 
5 | 7. OO 
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year on the whole; but not being equal to 
much labour, beſides what is neceſſary to the 
management of my private concerns, I yery 
much wiſh to narrow them, as I would wiſh 
to devote more of my time to "near Wang 
than — &c. _ 

You do not yet talk viſiting the Capital 
this Spring. I wiſh you might before the ge- 
neral diſperſion, 

With great eſteem, believe me your's, 


Dear Sir, 
JP ſincerely, | 
W 8 2 CARTWRIGHT. 
R 2 NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXV. 
Containing the EprToR's Correſpondence ill 
-- Lord HoLLAND, in the year 1799. 
: ＋ 181 

LETTER I. 


From Lon p HorLAND 4% tbe Rev. 
't |; L C. WrVII. 


9 


6 


Sir, 


1 AM much obliged to you for the favour 


you have done me in ſending me your 

Vindication of Seceſſion, in the peruſal of 
which 1 have received much pleaſure, though 
I confeſs I am apprehenſive that the meaſure 
will fail to produce the effect intended, as the 
thorough indifference of the People to all Con- 
ſtitutional, if not, even to financial queſtions, 
ſeems to afford little hope of their being 
awakened to their real ſituation*, I am, 


Sir, 
With great reſpect, 
"Your obedient humble ſervant, 
LoxDoN, Feb. 5, 1799. 
9 LETTER 


®* The Editor was anxious to obtain Lord Holland's conſent 
to the publication of this letter, not merely becauſe it affords a 
proof, however highly valued, that the performance on Seceſſion 
was approved by this Noble Patriot, who is animated by the kin- 
dred ſpirit of his Uncle, and like him diſtinguiſhed-by his elo- 
quence, and by his zeal for Conſtitutional Liberty; but more par- 
ticularly 82 it ſhows that Lord Holland, though on ſome few 
decaſions he did attend in the Houſe of Lords, aſter eee 


_— 
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Dr 
From thi Rev. C. WrviLL 7 Lox Metrum 


— Feb. 5. 1799 
My Lord, 


| ] AM happy to find from your he 


that my Vindication of the Seceſſion is fortu- 
nate enough to meet your Lordſhip's approba-' 
tion. In the preſent gloomy ſtate of Public Af- 
fairs, I am perhaps as much inclined as your 
Lordſhip to deſpond ; for who can hope to ſuc- 
ceed where the Seceders have failed in an at- 
tempt to rouze and animate the People to a juſt 
ſenſe of their ſituation? Vet after many de- 
feats which the Defenders of the Conſtitution 
muſt expect to receive, I have the fulleſt con- 
fidence, that their efforts will finally prove 
ſucceſsful, Wealth, luxury, and great pro- 
ſperity have corrupted the People; and no ex- 
ertions could poſſibly ſupport the Cauſe of 
Liberty, I believe, without the correction of 


Adverſity, to which the meaſures of Miniſters 


ſeem inevitably to conduct us. Under this 
perſuaſion, hope may be preſerved amidſt the 
moſt diſcouraging appearances of apathy and 
had taken place, yet he concurred with his illuſtrious Relation and 


the Band of Seceded Patriots of each Houſe in thinking that their 
Secefſion was warranted by the ſtate of Parliament at that time, 


and ay 2 vs the Conſtitution, although it 
might fail, in ſome ref; — the expected elfecu. 
conſent of ven in the — 


manner; the Editor perky himſelf dou I his Lo 
for his conſent, and for the very * — with which ic 


was accompanied ; ad he -2oquetl Look a 
grateful acknowledgments. 
Rog - infatuation ; 


(264 )\ 


infatuation; and the humbleſt individual may 
truſt that even his feeble aid may not be 
wholly uſeleſs. | 
The ſtruggle, in all probability, will be long 
and ſevere. I ſincerely wiſh that your Lord- 
ſhip may have the honour and bappinefs to 
contribute, greatly by your powerful exer- 
tions, to decide in favour of the Public the 
iſſue of a conteſt on which the welfare of 
millions depends. | 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip 8 moſt faithful ſervant, |. 
C. WYVILL. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXVI. 


Dr. Knox in the years 1799 and 18b4. 


LETTER I. 

From the Rev. Dr. Knox to the Rev. C. 
„„ A VLhe | 
Rev. ,.. | | 
F)ERMIT me to return you my thanks for 


dication of the Secefſiow from Parliament. I 
read it with delight; It is admirably, written, 
and abounds with argument and-information. 
I wiſh the ears of the Public were not cloſed 
by. prejudice, and become like thoſe of the 
deaf adder. If this were not the caſe, you 
would be: liſtened to; and you would con- 
vince; but in the preſent circumſtances, I fear 
nothing but calamity will remove the general 
infatuation. 

T am ſorry to read in the laſt page that you 
are * bowed with infirmities.” I perceive no 
ſymptoms of them in your compoſition ; and 
1 hope you will live to ſee the day when due 
reſpe& ſhall be paid to your long, faithful, and 
able exertions in the Cauſe of Public Virtue *. 

his is the light in which the Friends of Reform always con- 
ſider the controverſy in which they are engaged; to beat down 
corruption is the end of their exertions, and. te promote that end 

is to promote the joint Cauſe of Liberty and Virtue. 
= R 4 Ithink 


your moſt excellent Pamphlet, in-* Vin- 
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T think myſelf highly honoured by your 
remembrance of me, , and the compliment 
paid me in ſending your Tract for my peruſal, - 
I ſhall inſert it in one of the three Volumes 
which you gave me ſome time ago, and which 
I greatly value. | 

I have not ſeen your Tract advertiſed yet; 
but I ſee only one or two Newſpapers. I think 
you have no occaſion to apprehend any thing 
from the vengeance of Power; but I ſhould 
be concerned that you ſhould be in danger, 
Tractari mollius #tas imbecilla volet. 

May eaſe and bonour attend your decline 
of life, as ability and patriotic Jabours have 


markedits progreſs *. | 


Accept my beſt wiſhes and acknowledg - 
ments, and believe me, Rev. Sir, 
With the higheſt reſpe&t, 

Your obliged, humble ſervant, 
vos V. ENOX, 
| ToNBRIDGE, March 13th, 1599. ee | 


In performing the taſk he has undertaken, the Editor has fre- 
quently experienced difficulties which he knew neither how. to 
avoid, nor how completely to overcome: He-has been obliged 
either to omit letters which for public reaſons ought to be inſerted 
in this Collection, or, by inſerting them, to expoſe himſelf to the 
impuration of vanity. He neither feels nor affects a toical indif- 
ference to the praiſe of wiſe and good men. When Dr, Knox or 
Mr. Reynolds, Dr. Fenwick or Mr. Bigge expreſs their -approba- 
tion of his conduct, or of his compoſitions, it is more an 
encouragement, it is a reward of great value, Yet he truſts that 
in ſeleQing for publication their commendatory letters, or other 
letters of a ſimilar deſcription, his choice has been « ined by 
no improper motive. For reaſons which it is — here 
to detail, _ ſuch letters have been ſuppreſſed ; the reſt are ex- 
hibited, becauſe in the Editor's opinion, except in their 9 
to him, they contain ſome ſpecimen of his Corteſpondents exce 
lent judgment, ſome proof of their talents and virtues, of their 
moderate views of Reform, or of their attachment to the Confti- 
tution; or elſe they furniſh documents which evidently demon- 


rate the miſery and diſcontent of the People, the 9 
e 0 65-0,” S 
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From the Rev.  Wrrua t he Ker be. 
. KN Ox. le Steh 2 


Sj * Dun ror-Harr, Now. 206b, OY 

BS. IG 

N. the other half ſheet of my paper, a 

| letter of yourꝰs is tranſcribed for your 
inſpection, which I had the honour to receive 
in 1799, and which, if you ſhould ſee in it 
nothing to diſapprove in any more important 
reſpect than your too partial praiſe of my per - 
formance on Seceſſion, I ſhould be happy to 
receive your permiſſion to inſert it in my Sixth, 
and probably laſt Volume of Papers which I 
am preparing for the preſs, I think the Cauſe 
of Public Virtue cannot be better ſerved, by 
me at leaſt, than by producing fuch papers 
as the letter in queſtion; and I ſhall feel that 
my plea for the calumniated Friends of Con- 
ſtitutional Liberty is much fortified by your 
permiſſion ro lay it before the Public. It is 


a letter written in the true ſpirit of modera- 


tion and rational Liberty, by a Moraliſt and a 
Divine, whom the Public has long held in high 
reſ] 

In the letter copia for your peruſal there 
are ſome very kind expreſſions concerning 
my health, which had then been much in- 


of abuſes, the of the Adminiſtration, and the danger 
of our invaluable Conſtitution. That theſe advantages to his Cauſe 
might not be loſt, the Editor rejected the counſels of a falſe deli- 
ere and he truſta 
e eee ee 

vill be accepted by 
jured 


jured by an acute diſeaſe. From that diſeaſe 
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I have the pleaſure; to aſſure you I have re- 
covered to a degree of ſtrength not commonly 
enjoyed at my age. Vet I muſt now conſider 
myſelf as one paſt anꝭ freſh exertion in the | 
ſcene of active life, whoſe public courſe is 
over, and who can now only ſtate to his de- 
luded Fellow- Citizens: what he and his Corre- 
ſpondents wiſhed to have done; but who ſtill 
retains the warmeſt wiſhes for fiuial ſucceſs-to. 
the Cauſe, and even dares to hope in the pro- 
ſtrate condition of the Nation at this moment, 
that its ſucceſs may be in ſome degree pro- 
moted, by publiſhing the ſentiments of ſa 
many wiſe and honourable men who corre- 
ſponded with him, in concurrence with thoſe 
of Dr. Knox. 

It will give me pleaſure to | hear, Sir, that 
you. alſo enjoy good health, in addition to the 
many other ſources of comfort and enjoy- 
ment which conduct like your's alone can 
open. I am, Sir, 

With moſt ſincere eſteem, 


ors very faithful ſervant, 
C. WXVILL. 


— — — U ,ũ% en 
— — = 


LETTER III. 


From the Rev. Dr. Knox to the Rev. C. 
WVVILL. 
Tun BR10GE, Nov. 27th, 1804. 


Dear Sir, | 
DO aſſure you that your remembrance of 
me is very flattering. I can claim no me- 


rit but that of perſeverance and conſiſtency. 
| Under 
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Under all difcduragement I ans happy to find 
in my Heart the fame ardent love of Liberty 
and the Conſtieutiom of my Country which 
felt from the firſt moment J was. able ro 
think and feel as a m. My party, if I am 
of any party, is the party of humanity. I 
wiſhed to ſtop the wanton eſſaſion of human 
blooet, and the indeferibable woes of War. 

Nothing would conduce fo much to theſe 
great ends as a Reform of Parliament. For 
theſe ſentiments I have been calumniated, and 
deeply . But my mind is not de- 
f d. glorious Cauſe I efpouſed is {till 
dear to my heart; and there is no labour nor 
ſuffering (little as I pretend to herot{m) which 
am not ready to undergo, under the guid- 
ance of reafon and moderation, in ſupport of 
E deplore what has happened in France. It 
hurts, and will for ages burt the Cauſe of Li- 
berty and Humanity throughout the Globe. 
But Liberty and Humanity are not mere 
names; they claim the love and the fupport 
of every good man, however he may be de- 
preſſed for a time by neglect or perſecution. I 
have no doubt but that the day will come when 
your ſentiments and mine (allow me to aſſi- 
milate them) will be not only honoured, but 
adopted and followed. I will live upon the 
hope. I will pierce through the clouds which 
at preſent darken our atmoſphere, and behold 
in imagination what I may not live to ſee 
in reality, the ſerenity of Univerſal Peace, 
one momentous conſequence of cleanſing the 
Avgean Stable. Fong TIC 
DIY 5 Pardon 
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Pardon my ardour:- I ought not to be fo. 


_ warmly diffuſe: when writing to one who bas 


uniformly evinced that he wants no ſtimulus. 


to the exertions of true Patriotiſm, I rejoice 


to hear that you are bleſſed with a freſh and 
happy old age. 
+ alfo enjoy health, independence, plenty, 
and tranquillity, and am truly thankful for 
your kind enquiries *. I remain, Dear Sir, 
With the greateſt reſpet, _ 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
1 | r „% 7: © 4. B. 
® It was the earneſt wiſh of the Editor to obtain the permiſſion 
of Dr. Knox to pobliſn thefe letters; and he offers him his thanks 
with a truly grateful fenſibility for having given him that permiſ 
fon, and alſo for the very kind manner in which it was given. 
The publication of theſe letters appeared to the Editor to be 


extremely defirable on various accounts. The character of their 
Author, as a Moraliſt and a Divine, has long been held in great an d 


deſerved reſpect by the Public; but his merit as a Politician has 


been leſs juſtly appreciated. In conſequence of his political exer- 
tions. he bas been calumniated and deeply injured ; and even his 
amiable private character could not ſhield him from groſs inſult 
in a public Theatre in circumſtances which much aggravated the 
outrage, when Dr. Knox was accompanied by perſons whom he 
was bound by every tie of duty and ion to protect. (See Dr. 
Krox's account of this outrage publiſhed ſoon after the beginning 
of the firſt War with the F — Republic.) le is fit that joſtice 


- ſhould be done to the patciotic charaRter of Dr. Knox; it is im- 


rtant to the Friends of Reform as well as to him, that the Pub- 

ic ſhould be more diſtinctiy informed concerning his ſentiments, 
his political views, and the prevailing temper of his mind z that it 
ſhould learn to conſider bim, as he is indeed, a Patriot on the very 
rinciples of Chriſtianity, whoſe attachment to the Conſtitution 
is unqueſlionable, whoſe zeal to preſerye it on its genuine principles 
is ardent even to enthuſiaſm, yet duly tempered by reaſon and mo- 
deration ; who is a determined opponent of our ambitious and un- 
neceſſary Wars, becauſe he is a friend to humanity ; and a ftrenu- 
ous ſupporter of Political Reform, becauſe he is a friend to virtue, 
It is important to. the Public itſelf- alſo, that it ſhould fee Dr. 


Knox as he is, not as he has been miſrepreſented by the vile retainers 


of Power; and if by their galumnies it has been led to diſtruſt a 


man whoſe views are wiſe and benevolent, that it ſhould be un- 


geceived ; that it ſhould learn to reſpect bim as it ought, and to 
zmitate that conduct which it cannot but approve. | 
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| Duke Duke of Gr preſents] bis compli- - 
1 ments to EN yyill, and returns him 
 many,thanks for the honour HOP done him 
4 8 his Defence * JT. 9 
he Duke of 8 begs le wh to aſſure 
9 that at any rate he ſhould eagerly have 
r a publication to which Mr. Wyvill. 
t his name. May the Duke of Grafton 
= lowed, to add 55 much Mr. Wy- 
vill's ſentiments and apprehepſions accord 
with his on eins, 18:43 His 356 | 
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"2 nus 30. NOTE I... | 9 als 4 G's 


From the Rev. C. W vir to Fl of 
| GRAFTON:, 1 H- 


R. Wyvill preſents his e to he 
Duke — Grafton, and returns his Grace 
many thanks for the honour of his obliging 


' | © The Defence of Dr. Price and the Refermers of England. 
note, 


(% 
| note, which, having been directed to Rich- 
| mond, did not reach Conftable Burton till 
| this evening. Mr, Wyvill is extremely happy 
[ + to find that a'publication. f his, recommend- 
| | ing moderate improvements in our Civil Con- 
1 Litution, and in pur Church Eſtabliſhment, is 
1 fortunate enopgh to receive the approbation 
of the Duke of Grafton ; and fincerely wiſhes 
that his powerful. iofluence, united with that 
| of other diſtinguifhed Friends of their Coun- 
try. may prevail with thaſe men who refit 
all Reformation, to drop their oppoſition in 
time, and concede with a good. grac e that 
temperate correction of abuſes in 7 State 
and Church which would at preſent _— 
the Nation. He even flatters h- 
ſtanding ſame late unfavourable ſpeeches in 
Parliament, that objections to a Reform in 
the Repreſentation of the People, which are 
| grounded merely on the cireamftances or the 
* time, or on the mode pf moving Beg + 
over ruled by thoſe declarations of t 
opinion which may be expected NEXT 
from many reſpe&able Diſtricts, © * 
But till that eſſential Reform bes been eb- 
tainerl, chere ſeems little gun to hape that 
the Repeal of the Teſt Act can be procured, 
or that the imperfections of our Church ſyſ- 


tem will he in the ſmalleſt degree removed. 


| BuxToNn-HALL, mar Bazar, 
| Yorkfbire, May 4th, 1792. 


(9 
LETTER 4. 


From the Doxx SAN ToN to the Rev: C. 
WVVILL. 


ty | oo ** Sb, 79 


Sr... 
Have read with great gallsfaction te alle | 
Defence * you have publiſhed in ſupportof 

thoſe who have endeavoured to the utmoſt, 
firft, to avert that iiffatuation wich has 
driven the Nation into a ſituation ſo full of 
diſtreſs that admits no longer of the hope of 
ſeeing it relieved without ſome dreadful on- 
vulſion; and have now, on falling in thoſe aſſi- 
duous attempts, retired from their ſears, 
waiting. for ſome turn of affairs which may 
render them of uſe to their Country. Allow 
me to return you my beſt thanks for the ifa- 
vour you conferred by ſending it to me, and 
to aſſure you, that I admire mueh the ſteady 
uprightnefs with Which you are ever attond- 
ing to the true inerens of a ren 
Nation. | 
I haye the heb t be 
Rev. Sir, . 
With N eſteem, 
Your very faithful 
and obetlient fervant, 


LETTER 
® The Seceſſion Vindicated, 


A St Cd. —— ˙ 2 — 
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LETTER II. 


u the Rev, C. WrvI L 70 the Duks of 
GRAFTON. | 


; BuxTon-HALL, 12th Feb 1799. 


My Lord, 


1 Have juſt received your Grace's favour of | 


the 6th inſtant; and I Joſe no time to re- 


turn my ſincereſt acknowledgmenis for the 


many kind, expreſſions of your approbation 


and eſteem, which, coming from a Stateſman 

at once a judge and an example of patriotic 
virtue, cannot but afford me the greateſt plea- 
ſure and encouragement even in theſe peri- 
lous times. I haye endeavoured to do my 
duty; and I truſt it will not be eaſy for any 
one, however powerful and malicious, to in- 
duce a Jury of my Countrymen, deluded as 
they are in many reſpects, to condemn what I 
feel to have been an act of honeſt zeal for the 
welfare of the Public. I expect obloqu and 
reproach, without fear ing them. And if pro- 


ſecution and oppreſſion ſhould be the added 
conſequences of my conduct, conſcious inte- 
ity, and the approbation of ſuch men as 
yourſelf, I traſt will be my ſufficient ſupport. 
I have the honour to be, 
With high reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Your 4 s moſt faithful Ga. 
C, WYVILL. 


| NOTE 
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; NOTE iii. 
From the Dux E of GRAPTON to the Rev. C. 
WrviLL. 


HE Duke of Grafton preſents his com- 

pliments to Mr. Wyvill, and returns him 
many thanks for the honour he has done him 
in ſending him his late Publication of Papers 
on a buſineſs in which Mr. Wyvill took a part 
ſo conſiderable and diſtinguiſhed; the ill ſuc- 
ceſs of which the Duke of Grafton will never 
ceaſe to deplore. D .4 | 


Eus rox, wear Tuxrronb, 


_ 105 1802. 


. LETTER In. 


"From the Rev, C. WrviLL io the por of 
- GRAFTON, 


GOT BoxTox-HALL, Tipe 13th, 1802, 
My Lark 

[ Haſten to acknowledge the honour of your 
Grace's moſt obliging note, dated Sept. 
11th, and to expreſs the very great ſatisfaQion 
feel from this freſh mark of your approba- 

tion of my public conduct. | 

Permit me to add, that your Grace? 8 long 
continued eſteem and kindneſs prompt me to 
be open; and I feel at this moment, while 
addreſſing one of thoſe perſons whom I moſt 
highly. honour, that my diffidence is overcome 
by the r of his candour and good wil 
8 Advan 
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Advanced in years, and now retired in the bo- 
ſom of a family whom I tenderly love, I look 
back on the paſt ſtruggle for Conſtitutional 


Liberty, unſucceſsful as it was, with the ut- 


moſt ſatisfaQtion, reſpeQing the principles on 
which that ſtruggle was conducted; and with 
a confident expeQation that the Nation will be 


convinced, not only that the views of the 


Aſſociations, &c. in 1780, were pru- 
dently limited; but what is of fill greater im- 
portance, that your Grace, and other diſtin- 
guiſhed. Stateſmen' who countenanced their 
meaſures, were actuated by motives of the 
pureſt patriotiſm, and a wiſe and provident 
anxiety to preſerve the Conſtitution from thoſe 
oppoſite calamities which equally threaten its 
ruin. Had the honeft exertions of the Coun- 
try Gentlemen, by the ſupport of the beſt and 
ableſt Stateſmen, at that time, ſucceeded, the 
fears and jealoufies which brought on the late 
terrible War would have been precluded by a 
timely and moderate Reform. Incalculable 
would have been its benefit in that view; and 


therefore the infatuation of the major part of 


the Counties, who ſuffered the golden oppor- 
tunity in 1785 to be loſt, can never be too 
much regretted. Their ſubſequent infatuation 
from 1792 to the end of the War, was great- 
er ſtill, and more deplorable. Yet events ſince 
the cloſe of the War ſeem to afford a hope 
that the ancient vigour of our Countrymen is 
not exttauſted, and that an abje& ſubmiſſion to 
Deſpotiſm will not degrade them in the eyes of 
their poſterity. That the ſtruggle for National 
Freedom will foon be renewed, is my _— 
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that it may be conducted peacefully on the 
principles of the Conſtitution, is my anxious 
wiſh; and that it may be finally ſucceſsfu],. 13 
my hope and earneſt prayer. While your 
Grace and Mr. Fox are preſerved to us, while 
Lord Lanſdown lives, while the Duke of 
Norfolk, Mr. Grey, and the other tried 
Friends of the Conſtitntion unite their ſupport, 
I cannot deſpond, even after the loſs of the 
Duke of Bedford *®.  _ _ Wtih 
8 2 0 "1. wx; 
* Francis Duke of Bedford, whoſe life had been cut ſhort in 
the middle of his age, by an acute diſeaſe not long before the 
date of this letter: his death was joſtly lamented as a national miſ- 
fortune, not only by his numerous friends, but by worthy men 
of every claſs and . He was ardenily attached to the 
Conſtitution; and he adhered to the Cauſe of moderate Reform 
with fortitude and conſiſtency, Reſolute to diſcourage Repuhli- 
can Schemes of Innovation, he was equally determined to ſupport . 
the Rights of the People; and in the ſtormy ſeaſon of our War 
with the French Republic, he ſteered that middle courſe with the 
Duke of Grafton and his Illuſtrious Friend in the Lower Houſe 
which was beſt calculated to repel the dangers which on each hand 
threatened ruin to our Liberty. When his Anceſtor, Lord Ruſ- 
ſel, expoſed his life to danger, the object aimed at was worthy of 
the rifque; it was to maintain Property and National Freedom 
againſt the Deſpotiſm of the Stuatts. V Lord Ruſſel's De- 
ſcendant and his Friends oppoſed the evil meaſures of Mr. Pitt's 
firſt Adminiſtration, they wiſely followed his example, and with 
equal vigour, but greater regularity, defended the principles of 
the Conſtitution againſt the agrarian projects of Paine and his 
Anarchal Adherents, and agaioſt the daring attempts of the Mi-, 
niſter to infringe the ineſtimable Rights folemnly declared and 


pledged to the Nation at the era of the Revolution, And though 
theſe virtuous Stateſmen were baffled in their attempt to 


the violation of our Rights, and to deftroy the ſy lem of Car-. 


ruption, and at laſt were obliged to ſecede from a Parliament ob- 
ſtinarely deaf to their counſels, yet their zeal was rewarded with, 
moſt important ſucceſs, Supported by the juſtice of their mea-. 
ſures, by the high reſpect of the ſounder part of the Public, and 
by the attachment of a. Noble Band of Patriots in Parliament, 
though far outnumbered by the Tools of Office, they were formi-- 
dable even in their retirement; the Strafford of modern times feared . 
to proceed to farther extremities; and the Nation has ſtill a Con- 
ſtitution to defend and improve. On his Secefſion from a hope · 
leſs attendance in Parliament, out Noble Patriot's leiſure was de- 
voted 
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With ſincereſt wiſhes for your Grace's health, 
and that you may have the felicity to aſſiſt in 


reſtoring Conſtitutional Liberty, 1 couclude, 
and am, with high reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Your much obliged, 
and moſt faithtul ſervant, | 
C. WYVILL. 


| From the Rev. C..WvviLL to the Duxe of 
| 77 GRAFTON. + 

| 18 * BuxTox-HALL, June 34, 189. 
| My Lord, | x 

| | Should be extremely ſorry to treſpaſs on your 
+ Grace's goodneſs which I have fo often ex- 
voted to plan and execute extenſive builcings for the accommo- 
| dation and embelliſhment of the Capital; 0 75 promote the im- 
| provement of Agriculture, by a courſe of experiments of the wid- 
| c range, calculated to aſcertain the comparative advantages of vari- 
q ous modes of cultivation, and of different breeds of animals, to 
| r the invention of uſeful implements of Huſbandry, to diſ- 


the knowledge already acquired, and to encourage freſh 
diſcoveries. By many of our Great Proprietors, the culture of 
our lands has been much neglected; but the Duke of Bedford 


; jullly conſidered that excellence in Agriculture would be the beſt 
1 foundation of our National Strength and Security. Theſe were 
„ plans of uſeful magnificence ; and never did a private Individual 
| y his leiſure, and expend a large portion of a princely in- 
__ come more landably, or more beneficially to the Public. 
[ At the cloſe of his life, under the preſſure of a moſt ſevere and 
| rapid diſeaſe, the Duke of Pedford manifcfted the feelings of a 
| mind at once affeQionate and magnanimous ; and as he had lived 
but to defend our endangered Conſtitution on. the principles for 
which his Anceftor had bled on the Scaffold, ſo, like bim, he met 
$i death in adifferent ſhape, with equal fortitude, and ſimilar dignity 
and felf-pofſeion, his tribute of juſlice to the memory of a 
-- Nobleman fo accompliſhed, ſo rous, and conſiſtent, the Edi- 
118 | tor feels it a duty to pay. And he adds with extreme ſatisfaQtion, 
[ that his Noble Brother, who is the heir of his Peerage and his for- 
18 © inherits his virtues, and nobly emulates him in all his patri- 
Il epi 


perienced; 
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perienced; and highly as I valne the incloſed 
proofs of your approbation of my political con- 
duct and writings, I ſhould forbear to give you 
this trouble, and to requeſt your conſent to 
their publication in my Sixth Volume, if the 
only end J held in view were merely perſonal, 
to ſhelter myfelf and my reputation under the 
Duke of Grafton's long-eſtabliſhed authority. 

All attempts, indeed, have hitherto proved 
unavailing to correct the Abufes of the Con- 
ſtitution, and thus to defend Public Liberty 
againſt the influence of the Crown, increafed 
28 it has been to an alarming extent, by our 
almoſt perpetual Wars. But 1 am fanguine 
enough to hope that the ſtruggle for Reform 
will never be diſcontinued till the Friends of 
their Country and its Conſtitution have pre- 
vailed againft the ſupporters of that ſyſtem of 
corruption which is the fource of all our dan- 
gers, foreign and domeſtic. | 

At the beginning of the ſtruggle alluded to, 
the Advocates of Reform were aware 
much they were protected by the favourable 
fentiments which the patriotiſm of Lord Chat- 
ham had occafionally thrown out; and they 
, endeavoured to avail themſelves of his autho- 
rity. But it will be of ſtill greater importance 
to that Band of younger. Patriots, by whom 
the ſtruggle for Reform may be continued, 
that they can ſhow diſtinctly, that after Lord 
Chatham's time, the Duke of Grafton, Lord 
Lanſdown, and Mr. Fox agreed with him, in 
thinking that, to ſave the Conſtitution, it muſt 
be radically reformed; and that they can alſo 
aſcertain the ſpecific propoſitions for reforming 

| S 3 it, 
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It, which they ſtrenuouſly ſupported, _ dw hich 


Lord Chatham himſelf could but wiſh and 
predict. . | 
» Under this view of the caſe, I feel that my 


' wiſh to unite, your letters with thoſe of Mr. 
Fox and Lord, Lanſdown, (whoſe recent. loſs 


we have ſo great reaſon to lament) and the en- 


endeavour 


® Tt is an ancient ſaying, and not the worſe for its antiquity, 
that it were well for mankind if Kings were re or 
Philoſophers were Kings.” Jo ſecure the progreflive happineſs 
of Nations, Power ſhould be lodged in the hands of men who 
have at once the wiſdom to ſuggeſt the means of improvement, 
and the benevolencc to _—_ them, adds 

In land, as in other Kingdoms, it om | 
that uy King could juſtly — to the character of a Philo» 
ſopher; and it has not happened much more frequently, that the 
Miniſters he has employed have poſleſſed that philoſophic mind 
which was denied to him. Yet they have frequently been elo- 
quent and able men; and in the purſuit of National Aggrandize- 
ment, if that could conſtitute the felicity of a Nation, they 
have been ſufficiently ſuceeſsful. But rather is it to be feared that 
their ſucceſs has been too great. For in proportion to her in- 
creaſing wealth and power, England has ſeen her Conſtitution 
impaired, and her domeſtic felicity deeply injured, if not itte - 
trievably ruined, by the growth of political abuſes, which at once 
bave degraded the character of the People, and extended the un- 
due influence of the Crown to a degree which is inconſiſtent with 
the enjoyment of rational Liberty, Whence has this .diſparity 
ariſen between the increaſing grandeur of the State and the de- 
elining happineſs of the People? How has it happened that a 
ſucceſhon of Miniſters, who for ages paſt have promoted with al- 
moſt conſtant ſucceſs the increaſe of our National Wealth and our 
Territorial Aggrandizement, have not exerted equal ability, or 


not with equal ſucceſs, to promote the private happineſs of the 


People, to ſecure their Rights, and to diffuſe more and more 
widely among them the bleflings of Liberty, and the love of 
uftice, with the ſenſe of manly dignity and honour? It has: 
appened , becauſe our Public Men have too frequently been deſi - 
cient, not in ability, but in patriotiſm ; not in ul, but in zcal to 
promote the true welfare of the Community. When placed in 
official ſtations, they have too commonly wanted the. magnani- 
mous ſpirit which could prompt them to correct abuſes, uſeful 
indeed io the corrupt ſupport of power, but pernicious to the 

morals and the felicity of the People. | 
In their youth they bave uſually begun their public lives with 
ptofeſſions of zeal for Liberty and Popular Rights; and it is not 
| improbable 
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deavour to preſerve, if ſuch a Publication can 
preſerve theſe memorials of your Grace's ſen 
timents and theirs, will not jacur your difap- 


probation, even if for reaſons which I do not 


foreſee, you ſhould be obliged to withhold your 


compliance. If no fuch reaſon ſhould occur 


to your Grace, I beg leave to add that your 
| | 84 


improbable, that. in the earlier ſtages of their political co. their 
intentions have been , and they have felt what whey pro- 
ſeſſed, a patriotic zeal to deſend the Freedom — em. wh 


reflore the purity of our Conftization. n t 
ways of Miniſterial Buſineſs, and accuſtomed to behold in many 


7 


7 


in their political morality ; ve connived at the i 

ice of others, and even in their own have I 
ities ſtill more extenfively mifchievons, not ſcoming 
the means of corruption to others, yet yainly hopin 
their guilt by the that the Corrapter is vor himſelf 


111 


= 


to deſtroy their fenfibility to honeſt fame, feelings 
of integrity and patriotiſm, It wonld be folly re io e- 
pect, that a Miniſter who has been ſo inured to the vices of his 


and Vinue. By ing abuſes, by ſtiſling inquiries, and 
ſcreening malverſation in office, he fortifies hamſelf in "ho pate 
fion of power ; and he little how much the c of 
1 thus de debaſed and fitted for ſervitude. 
this dearth of patriotiſm, in this paucity of Minifterial Men 
unite with their power the diſpoſition to make a 
n 
r 
t 


itical deliverance? Not ſurely to men, did they even 
or a Fenwick, 


In 
who 
uſc 
look 
ESE: 
ves in 
dies ; who know — and thei 


r opinions; who are unprac - 
ticed in political affairs, and inconſiderable in perſonal weight. 


Citizens. They have indeed ſtated the Grievances which the Pub- 


lic endures, and aſſiſted it to articulate its complaint. They have . 


indeed aſcertained the malady under which the Parliament is lan- 
guiſhing; and they have ſu remedies by which the ſanity 


of the patient might be But having done this, they 


UL 


Ve <a os 
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aſſent to my requeſt will be a great favour, 


and an honour conferred upon me, which I 


ſhall feel with grateful ſenſibility. 
I am, with high reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Your Grace's moſt obliged, 
and faithful ſervant, 
= C. WYVIIL 


can do nothing more. Their commiſſion is ended, their taſk is 
finiſhed ; but a far more arduous and important taſk remains to be 
performed by other men. The unwilling patient muſt be perſuaded 
to ſwallow the bitter potion of Reform; the Oligarchal Parlia- 
ment muſt be induced to ſubmit to the neceſſary cotrectives which 


alone can free it from the poiſon of corruption, reſtore its vigour, 


and ſecure its permanent exiſtence ; and men more adequate to 
this important taſk alone can perform it. 

Fortunately for the Nation, it has to look for this greateſt of 
Public Services to a Band of Senators who are to the diffi. 
culties which attend their attempt ; who deſerve the confidence of 
the Crown, and eventually may obtain it. Among theſe, ſome 
have been placed before in the chief lations of our Government, 
and have receded from them, with minds too magnanimous to 
hold any parley with corruption, who have acquired in office 
that 2 and practical wiſdom which muſt conſummate 


ir original dignity of mind, and with a zeal for truth, juſtice, 
and liberty, which the poſſeſſion of power could not abate. Such 
in the former part of this Reign was Lord Chatham; and ſuch, 
near its cloſe, is this Noble Duke, whoſe correſpondence with the 
Editor, ſhort as it is, and certainly not intended for the inſpec- 
tion of the Public, aſcertains the ſteady patriotiſm of his charac- 
ter, and his generous attachment to the Cauſe of Reformation, 
Civil and Eeccleſiaſtical. 

For his permiſſion to publiſh theſe papers, the Editor's thanks 
are due to the Duke of Grafton; and he pays them with heart- 
felt gratitude and reſpect to a inan. who, lik Lord Chatham be- 
fore him, unites in his character the merits of the Philoſopher and 
the Chriſtian, the experienced Stateſman and the Patriot. 


th Reformer, but have withdrawn from their ſtations with all 


» 
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NUMBER XXVIII. 
Containing the EDiTOR's Correſpondence with 
the EARL of BUCHAN, 


LETTER I. 


From the Rev. C. W XVIII to the EA AL 
of BUCHAN, oh 


 HARTLEPOOL, wear STOCKTON, 
June 34, 1793- 


My Lord, 


ESPECT for the names of Buchan and 
Erſkine is the occaſion of this trouble to 
your Lordſhip, and I truſt will alſo be its excuſe. 
Among the Papers of the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee there is a letter addreſſed by your Lord- 
ſhip to that Body, through Mr, Gray &, their 
Clerk, about twelve years ago, on the ſtate of 
Public Affairs at that time, and on the efforts 
of the Committee in favour of Liberty and 
Political Reformation. Conſidering this letter 
as a public letter to the Committee, I ſent a 


copy of it ſome months ago, to be printed in 


a Collection of Papers which is now nearly 
ready for publication. But it has occurred 
to me, that however properly that letter may 
be conſidered as a public one, circumſtances 
may have taken place, long ſince that letter 
was written, which may induce your Lordſhip 


to wiſh the letter in queſtion may not appear in 


For this letter to Mr. Gray, ſee page 322 of the iſt Volume 
of the Editor's Political Papers, i 


this 
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this Collection. Should this be your Lordſhip's 
deſire, the letter ſhall be immediately cancelled; 
if not, it will remain in its preſent place; and 
it will undoubtedly be conſidered one of the 
moſt valuable pieces in the Collection. There 
is another letter of a ſubſequent date “, which 
I had the honour to receive from your Lord- 
hip, on the ſubject of Political Reformation, 
more particularly reſpecting the plan adopted 
by the County of York near the cloſe of the 

ear 1782. This letter, alfo, if you have no 
objection, my Lord, I very much wiſh to in- 
fert in a Fourth Volume, which at ſome future 
undetermined period 1/propoſe adding to the 
three which will come out in the courſe of - 
this ſummer. My Collection, I am ſenſible, 
wilt be much graced by the inſertion of both 
theſe letters; and the letters themſelves will 
Rand in a fituation not unworthy of them, 
near thoſe from Earl Stanhope, Sir George 
Savile, and other ſtrenuous and diſintereſted 
Friends of Public Liberty. | 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
and humble fervant, 

„ Two letters were written by Lord Buchan to the Editor abous 
the time here alluded to, the firſt of which relates to the plan 
adopted by the County of York on the it af November, 1782; 
the ſecond to ** the draught of two Bills which were to be eircu- 
lated by the Friends of Politicat Reform in Scotland, * L* 
e er HR 
of Commons for the propoſed Bill or Bills of Reformation,” For 


the firſt of theſe letters by Lord Buchan, fee page 523 of the 4th 
Volume of Political Papers ; for the ſecond, ſee page 525 of the 


dame Volume. 
$ | LETTER 


* 
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LETTER Il. 


From the EARL of BUCHAN to the Rev. C. 
WVVIIL. | | 


\ DRYBURGH-ABBET, June gth, 1793. 
Rev. Sir, IR | 
A Ve I do not preciſely recolle& the | 
contents of the letters you do me the | 
honour to mention in your's of the third cur- | 
rent, I am ſo uniform in my public ſentiments, 
and ſo much convinced that you would not. 
think of ſending any thing to the preſs that 
had not a tendency to promote Public Good, 
that I leave the expediency of ſuffering them 
to go forth entirely at your own diſpoſal *, 
In the corrupt ſtate of this Commercial Coun- 
try, I have always entertained great doubts of 
the efficacy of the beſt projects for Reform, 
and yet have as uniformly ſeen; the neceſſity 
of ſomething being quickly done to put ſomething 
in train for reſtoring the integrity of the Le- 
giſlative Body, and the confidence of the Peo- 
ple. Nobody can impute any thing that I have 
ever {aid or done to any other motive than a 
deſire to promote the welfare of my Country, 
and of Society in general; and with the con- 
ſciouſneſs of this, I live retired from the world: 
as a private man, yet nowiſe fugitive from any 
® In conſequence of the ttuſt, in the Editor's diſcretion, which 
the Earl of Buchan here expreſſed in terms ſo honourable to him- 
ſelf and the Editor, bis Lordſbip's letter of the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 1782, was inſerted in the 4th Vol. of Political Papers, al- 


though his permiſſion had been aſked and obtained for the publi- 
cation only of his letters of a prior date to Mr. Gray and the 


Editor, In this caſe it was thought unneceſſary to repeat the 
plication for Lord Buchan's | 0 
Part . 


% 
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participation in what may be thought, 5y wiſe 
and good men, as incumbent on my ſtation. 

Unagitated by the troubles of the times, I 
continue to think bravely of the Publie Cauſe, 
and will always be ready to give it the utmoſt 
ſapport it can derive from my opinion. 

I am, Keverend and reſpected Sir, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 
| Boca 


\ 


— 


* 
— — 
* 
* * * 


LETTER III. 


From the EARL of Bochax #o the Rev. 
C. WrviLL. 


Krax-HiLt, May 20%, 1797 
Reverend Sir, 


FF ever my conduct and our former corre- 
ſpondence in happier times ſhould occur to 
your recollection, I figure to myſelf that the 
profound filence J have obſerved on the poli- 
tical ſubjects which have agitated our Country 
and Nation fince the year 1791, and my total 


' abſtinence from political action during a period 


fo calculated to excite all the feelings I for- 
merly expreſſed, muſt have appeared to you 
extraordinary, and perhaps unjuftifiable. 

It is for this reaſon, conſidering the juſt 
eſteem I entertain for your character and con- 
duct, that 1 have thought proper to make you 
the depoſitory of the motives that have in- 
clined me to ſecede fo early from mingling in 


the crowd of party politicians, and after 


preaching 
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ching calmly the political judgments to 
— for more than thirty years paſt, to build 


for myſelf and for my family, and for the 
children of peace, and order, and benevolence, 


an ark into which with me they may aſcend, | 


and float upon the waters of a political deluge, 
which is at hand. In the year 1765, when L 
had only attained the 23d year of my age, I 
became intimately acquainted with the emi- 
nent William Pitt, the father of the preſent 
Phacton of Britiſh Affairs, and by him in the 
ſucceeding year | was introduced to the threſh- 
hold of a political career; 'by an appointment 
to go to Spain, as Secretary of the Embaſſy to 
Spain for the adjuſtment of the Manilla Ran- 
ſom. The confidential converſations 1 had with 
Mr. Pitt at that time, however, gave me ſo per- 
fect a knowledge of the flippery ground on 
which he himſelf ſtood, and the little gaod I 
could expect from that, as well as other cir- 
cumſtances, to accompliſh either for myſelf or 
the Country, that | ſeized the apology of my 
father's dangerous illneſs to retire from office, 

Mr. Pitt and my father had been Chum: 
at Utrecht, and in great habits of intimacy, 
ſo that unaccommodating and unfriendly as he 
was in diſpoſition, I obtained a great ſhare of 
bis familiarity and regard. , 

Mr. Pitt had ſtarted as the ſpringing ſpaniel 
of the Country, or Stuart Party in England, 
and by means of Lady Yarmouth and his-own 
ambition became, by and by, the Champion of 
the Hanoverian or Whig Government, which 
at that time was forced to ſuſtain itſelf upon 
Puritanical principles, -- vibrating from their 
Ind ; triumphant 
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triumphant eſlabliſhment at the end of the Civil 
Wars in the laſt Century by the Revolution. 
I faw clearly, even in thoſe days of my in- 
timacy with Mr. Pitt, that a ſyſtematic plan 
was formed to plant the abſolute dominion of 
the new Dynaſty on the policy of the Roman 
Auguſtus, by rendering the Senate a mere 
tool of Government, to enflave the People un- 
der the maſque of the old Commonwealth, and 
without the danger of inſurrection, Patrician or 
Plebeian, gradually. to ſuperſede even the Oli- 
garchy itſelf in poſſeſſion of a Majority of the 
Houſe of Commons. Convinced therefore of 
my. inability with a ſafe: conſcience to aſcend 
the ladder of political promotion in Britain, I 
took my foot from the firſt ſtep, and retired 
to the Country in Scotland, dedicating myſelf 
to agriculture, to ſcience, and to elegant litera- 
ture. 87 | 7 
Through the medium of the Scotch Peers 
Elections I ſometimes raiſed a few ſparks of 
political light; and I promoted the inſtitution 
of literary ſocieties, literary clubs, and book- 
aſſociations, for the ſpread of uſeful knowledge 
and the collifion of political, as well as moral 


. ſentiment, in which I was more ſucceſsful 


than I expected. | 
When the truly eſtimable Sir Geore Savile 


came forward in England to unite the upper 


ranks of men to ſatisfy the lower in their juſt 
demands, I co-0perated with that good man in 
Scotland ; and I was choſen a delegate from my 
diſtri, to meet for the diſcuſſion of an equitable 
Reform in Parliament, and in ſome communi- 
cations, with which you are acquainted, I en- 
20 | deavoured 


— 
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deavoured to ſhow at once the difficulties that 
were to be encountered in obtaining that great 
object, and my zeal for its ſucceſs. It would 
be ſuperfluous to recount the various circum 
ances that divided, and even broke the pha- 
lanx of the Friends of the Country at that im- 
portant criſis, which you. yourſelf have ſo 
clearly exhibited in the tiſue of procedure and 
of correſpondence relative to that abortive at- 
tempt to gain the general ſenſe of the Nation, 
and to impreſs the Oligarchy, on the one hand, 
with the neceſlity of yielding to that general 
ſenſe, and the family of Hanover, on the other, 
that without due and ſpeedy attention to it, 
the Throne and the Altar might be ſhaken or 
ſubverted. . 

It is well known to many to whom I opened 
my mind in converſation at that time, that 
with a Pythonic preſage, founded on a political 
view of France and of Europe, I foretold the 
formation of a Repreſentative Government 
and a Commonwealth in France, and that the 
Monarchy of Britain could only be ſaved by 
meeting completely the exigency of public and 
pervaſive opinion in a radical Reform of Par- 
liament. But finding men whom [I ref 
unwilling even to hear me on a ſubject fo re- 
volting from their feelings and prejudices, I 
entered into a profound retirement from the 
Public, and deplored in ſecret the infatuation 
which I felt myſelf unable to remove. 

In the ſtruggle for office, and the coalition of 
parties that took place in the year 1783 to 
obtain it, I ſaw nothing that offered to my 
mind any hope, or at leaſt any well-founded 
Cas. expectation. 
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expectation of removing the great political 
evil that endangered the peace and welfare of 
the Country ; and though my brothers were 
drawn from their ſituations into the whirlpool 
of Party, I could not perceive any firm ground 
for me to ſet my foot on, to mount into the 
public view of my Fellow-Citizens, and aſpire 
to a political ſituation ſuited to my principles. 

I ſaw likewife, with concern, the confidence 
of the People about to be totally deſtroyed in 
the continued jumble of Parliamentary and 
Political Arrangement: and I ſaw no man ſince 
the death of the virtuous Sir George Savile 
that could reſtore it. / ts 2 
When the total failure of the French 
finances and the conſequent Revolution took 
place, I thought it incumbent. upon me to 
avow my political ſentiments; and I did avow 
them through the medium of a ſketch of the 
political life of my Countryman, Andrew 
Fletcher, of Salton, which went to the preſs 
on the 14th day of July, 1791. 

When the Court had formed its reſolution 
to entrench itſelf} behind the exploded princi- 
ples. of the old Engliſh Monarchy, and to caſt 
the dye for its renewal in the deſtruction of 
the French Republic, or for a Republic in Bri- 
tain, I ſaw with much ſatisfaction a Society 
formed for. minutely examining the Fortreſs 
of Corruption in the Oligarchy of Britain, 
poſſeſſed of a dead majority in the Houſe of 
Commons; but I could not ſee from the poſ- 
ture of affairs, or the extent of the remedies 
they held out for the cure of the great National 
Diſeaſe, that though my name had been 45 

10 : 00 
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rolled among the firſt of the Members, by my 
eminent and highly reſpected brother Tho- 
mas, that I could with propriety co-operate: 
with them to effectuate what I conceived to 
be an inadequate change of ſyſtem; and I 
withdrew my name, aſſigning the reaſon 1 
have thus ſtated. But having gone ſo far to 
evolve the opinion I held of Public Affairs, I 
thought it neceſſary to convey to Mr. Charles 
Grey what I thought was the courſe proper 
to be taken by the Friends of a Free Repre- 
ſentative Government in Britain, and ex- 
plicitly declared that if the diſcuſſion of the 
Report and Petition of the Friends of the Peo- 
ple was not referred to a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, a complete Seceſſion from 
Parliament, and a remonſtrance ſubmitted to 
the view of the Public at large, ought to fol- 
low immediately, as the beſt mode of exhi- 


biting to the Throne and to the Oligarchy 
the danger of the criſis. Unfortunately my 


advice was not taken; the ſpeculated meafure 
came to be known both in and out of Parlia- 
ment, and great ſtrength was added thereby 
to the infatuation of the Junto, and great 
danger to the State, from the raſhneſs it pro- 


moted in the miſguided councils of a Grips 


rate Adminiſtration. 
Since that fatal moment I have Sena 


filent and inactive, looking forward with in- 


expreſſible anxiety to the total failure of the 

political fabric, which by one bold and manly 

operation in Parliament, might, in all proba- 
bility, have been averted. 

Innone of the Petitions for Peace and a 

| Tin die Change 
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Change of Miniſters have I moved; nor in 
any reſpe& have I deviated from the awful 
abſtinence >I' have preſcribed to myſelf, be- 
cauſe, without going to the root of the miſ- 
chief, I conceive every arrangement to bead- 
ding freſh fuel to the flame that is ſecretly 
| 228 under our footſteps, and which, if 
is not completely quenched, muſt break out 

hereafter with unconquerable force. 

The concluſion of my whole ſentiment is 
this: If the Oligarchy is too ſtrongly im- 
preſſed with the belief that in alliance with the 
Crown it can continue to govern the Country 
as it has done heretofore, we mult have 4 
Civil War, ending either in an abſolute Mi- 
litary Monarchy, like that of Auguſtus, with 
the interpoſition of a venal Senate; or we mult 
have a fac ſimile of the French Republic. 

If, on the other hand, the Oligarchy and the 
Family of Hanover are impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of danger to the Monarchy itſelf, from the 
doubt that may have gained acceſs from the 
founding of the Navy and Army, the grand 
ſtroke of policy to preſerve the Monarchy in 
union with a Popular Government would be 
for them to yield to a complete Reform of the 
' Hauſe of Commons, as it is now propoſed. 
There will 1 hold;—but ſhadows, clouds, and 
rer reſt upon my thoughts | *. Lam, 

Rey. Sir, | | 
With great eſteem, 
Your ſincere well- wiſher, | 
and obliged; humble ſervant, 
BUCHAN. 


* From the te-of the, paycedi letter thete was a pauſe in 
the Editor's edn of the with the Karl of Buchan, till his 


Lordſhip honoured him with this very Intereſting letter, 


LES wi. AM — . * 


I 
p. S. Should you favour me with an acknow- 
jedgment of the receipt of this letter, addreſs 
as formerly to Dryburgh-Abbey, Kelſo. 


1 
—— — — u-t—L¼ 
"= —— 
— — — — 
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LETTER IV. 
From the Rev. C. Wyv1LL to the EARL of 
BUCHAN, m | 


| HARTLEPOOL, Tune 16th, 1797. 
My Lord, 
Have to acknowledge the honour of your 
Lordſhip's letter from Kirkhill, which I 
received under two covers from your truly 


honourable brother Thomas, juſt before 1 


ſat out from Burton for this place, with my 
numerous family. - It "AS. 
On the conſequential contents of it I ſhall 


meditate much before I can think it right to 


return my anſwer ; the momentous ſituation 
of our Country, and the high reſpect in which 
I hold your Lordſhip's character, alike forbid 

a haſty and unweighed reply. | 
I have the pleaſure to inform your Lord- 
ſhip that Yorkſhire, long ſunk in ſtupid con- 
hdence in the Miniſter, is about to ſhake off 
her political lethargy, and will act I hope with 
vigour in ſupport of our Rights. A ſecond 
Previous Meeting is to be held about the 'end 
of July at York, at which, if Peace be not 
concluded, or certain to be ſo very ſoon, a 
Reſolution to call the County together will 
be adopted. The ſubſtance of the Ręſolutions 
on the other half ſheet was accepted by the 
2 ſuch 
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firſt Previous Meeting on the 6th inſtant, ex. 
cept what relates to Ireland. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
With high reſpeR, 
Your moſt faithful, 
humble ſervant, 


C. WVVILL. 


LETTER V. 


| Hem the Rev. C. WTVIIL to the EARL 7 


BuchAN. 
8 e my sroch ren, 
une 271, 1 

My Lord, "WITT 
ROM our former correſpondence and 
your Lordſhip's Publications, I had al- 
ready formed a high opinion of your vigour 
and public ſpirit, and learned, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to account for that inactivity during the 
laſt rwenty years, which ſeems not to belong 
to your character, Your valuable letter of the 
29th of May lait has explained completely, and 
with much advantage to your political ſaga- 
city, whatever diffculty a ſtranger to your 
way of thinking would find to reconcile your 


Jong retirement from Public Buſineſs in theſe 


eventful times, with your known zeal in the 
Cauſe of Liberty. I fear your apprehenſions 
of great approaching calamity in Britain are 
too well founded; I wiſh any plan could be 
laid down for the conduct of the true Friends 


of their Country which would afford an * 
oli 


— — — — — — rtr . . C 
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ſolid ground for hoping that their efforts may 
at once preſerve the Peace and the Liberty a 
of the Nation, But I will own to you, my : 
Lord, I think ſuch efforts are not likely to be 
ſucceſsful, I have ſome knowledge of the 
Miniſter's character; with the profligate cor- 
ruption of North, he unites the daring ſpirit 
of a Strafford; and I fear he will riſk as much 
as Strafford did to retain his power. The cha- 
racter of the upper claſſes of the Nation too 
is degraded in theſe times by the prevalence 
of a mean mercenary ſpirit, little felt in 
Charles's days, when ſtock-jobbing was un- 
known, when the Crown had little to give, 
and the independent Gentry had nothing to 
aſk. On the other hand, it is true the mid- 
dle claſſes, who form the Body of the Nation, 
are more enlightened now, and their intereſts 
are defended by a Band of Patriots equal in 

- vigour and fortitude to the Pyms and Hamp. 
dens, and propably ſuperior in talents, in ex- 
perience, and in philoſophical {kill in the ſci- 
ence of Government. But from this ſhort 
ſtatement of the character of the contending 
Parties and their reſpective Leaders, what 
can be expected but a conflict of the moſt tre- 
mendous kind? However, while there is a 
chance that conciliation may be liſtened to, I 
think the means of conciliation ſhould not be 
thrown aſide. I do approve the plan latel 


a> 1 2 $ 6a 


7 . 8 08 


us offered to Parliament by Mr. Grey for ef- 
re fecting a Reformation in the frame of the 
be Houſe of Commons; and if it reſted with me 
ds to give legiſlative effect to it, or to reject it, 


| certainly ſhould confirm it in all the outlines 
T 3 ſketched 


— — — 
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ſketched out by Mr. Grey. But I fear we 
are not yet prepared, out of London and a 
few other Great Towns, to go that length. 
T am well aſſured that is the caſe, at leaſt, in 
Yorkſhire. I ſhould be ſorry, therefore, if the 
Leaders of Reform in London ſhould take any 
ſtep at preſent, which, by pledging them to 
accept nothing ſhort of Mr. Grey's plan in its 
full extent, would deprive them of all hope 
to effect by compromiſe ſuch a Political Re- 
formation, as though it might fall far ſhort 
of theoretical perfection, might yet in prac- 
tice prove adequate to the ſecurity of Public 
Freedom; and what I conſider as not much 


leſs valuable, would enable the Nation gradu- 


ally and pacifically, through Parliament itſelf, 
to carry the ſyſtem of our Conſtitution to its 
ultimate perfection *. 

It has been my lot, more than once, to pro- 
poſe, with a view to gradual amendment, mea- 
ſures of Reform which I was aware were liable 
to the objection of being imperfe& Reforms, 
and fuch as would not be final and ſatisfactory. 
I may have erred in this; but I do not perceive 
my error; on the contrary, as Revolution 
ſeems more nearly to approach us, I am more 
anxious that the idea of gradual Reform 
ſhould not be abandoned by thoſe who can 
give it due effect. With that view I have 
lately written to your excellent brother Tho- 

This was, and this remains the object of the Editor's wiſhes 


and purſuit, By gradual and pacific Reform he fill hopes that 
every thing may be gained for the Community which can enable 


| It to attain the higheſt felicity, without thoſe hazards to which 


bolder meaſures in purſuit of theoretical refinements would be too 
likely to expoſe the Nation, 


mas; 
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mas; and I take the liberty to incloſe my 
letter “ to him in this and another cover, for 
your Lordfhip's inſpection. I wiſh you may 
approve what I have there ventured to ſug- 
geſt; I mean the general purpoſe of my let- 
ter, not the particular meaſures of Reform 
which I have mentioned as proper terms for 
a compromiſe; for on that head I am ſenſible 
there will be much diverſity of ſentiment. 
But if ſuch a Reform, or ſomewhat ſtill more 
efficacious could be obtained in the way of 
compromiſe, and were to be carried into ef- 
fect by Mr. Fox, the Duke of Bedford, Mr. 
Grey, and Mr. Erſkine, in the official ſtations 
in which L wiſh to ſee them, I truſt all would 
be well done, and would be found ſatisfactory 
to the Body of the Nation. In that caſe we 
might be juſtly thankful ; indeed we could 
Dot be too deeply grareful to Providence for 
the eſcape at once from Military Deſpotiſm 
and a Civil War. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
With the higheſt reſpe&, 
Your much obliged, 
and faithful ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 
1 iy def . ord 

with the ken. Thomas Erkkine ſhould — 8 this Volome. 
But from reaſons of delicacy which it is needleſs at preſent to ex- 


: ty Re HE RR A 
But at ſome future time thoſe reaſons may ceaſe to 


orbid the publication of the whole Correſpondence. All the 
received by the Editor from Mr. Erſtine were confidered 


letter 
to be valuable; and of all, either the ori or cx of 
them, have been perkarred S 


114 LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


From the Rev. C. WVVIII to the EAR. 
of Bucuan. 

HARKTLEPOOL, July 4tb, 179. 

My Lord, ee, 
N reading afreſh Mr. Grey's Speech on 
Reform, in a different report from that 
which I had ſeen when I troubled your Lord- 
ſhip and your Brother with my ſentiments, I 
have the mortification to find I ſtand much 
in need of your candour and indulgence, I 
perceive I have offered thoſe ſentiments to 
men whom I ſo highly reſpe&, with a very 
great miſunderſtanding of the plan to which 
they related, and I haſten to apologize for it, 
The fact was this: I had not here any copy 
of Mr. Grey's Speech ; I was obliged there- 
fore either to poſtpone writing, or to riſque 
writing on a recollection of it that might be 
very erroneous, I preferred doing the latter, 
becauſe I wiſhed to ſtate my reaſons for 
thinking it a matter of great importance to 
the Public, and alſo to the principal Friends 
of Reform, that they ſhould not be pledged 
at preſent to accept neither more nor leſs than 
the Reform in every particular circumſtance 
propoſed by Mr. Grey, What weight thoſe 
reaſons deſerve to have allowed them, you 
and Mr, Erſkine will have determined already. 
On my part, I have the pleaſure to feel that 
I have conſcientiouſly done my duty by ſtat- 
ing them, and alſo to be perfectly aſſured that 
my conduct will receive from him and from 
your 
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your Lordſhip the moſt candid and equitable 
conſtruction. Though mortified at finding 
the miſtake I have committed, yet, in a pub- 
lic view, I have an abundant compenſation 
in the pleaſure it gives me to find Mr. Grey's 
propoſal is in fact free from thoſe objections 
to which I apprehended it was liable. I could 
have wiſhed it had been extended to Scot- 
land; yet it is ſuch as, in its preſent extent, I 
think, with your Lordſhip, would be an effec- 
tual ſecurity to Public Liberty, However, 
in my mind, the reaſons for not pledging 
yourſelves to the exact outline of Mr. Grey, 
have even more force than if that outline 
had taken Scotland in. If the Right of Suf- 
frage can be obtained by compromiſe for the 
Copyholders, certain Leaſeholders, and the 
Taxed Houſeholders of England alone, I 
conceive the Conſtituent 'Body, thus aug- 
mented, in any way in which they can be 
called to exerciſe their Rights, or under any 
modification of Mr. Grey's plan, which is not 
too abſurd to be ſuppoſed, will be able to 
ſupport Public Freedom. Or if no ſuch com- 

promiſe can be obtained, and the Nation muſt 
be more thoroughly rouzed to the aſſertion 
of its Rights in order to obtain juſtice from 
the Legiſlature, then it will be highly advan. 
tageous that the Leaders of Reform have nor 


| . precluded themſelves, by any prior pledge, 


from calling in the aſſiſtance of the Copy- 
holders, Leaſeholders, and Taxed Houſehok 
ders of Scotland, In either of theſe caſes, 
their freedom from any premature en 

ment ſeems to me to be of the utmoſt conſe. 


quence 
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quenee to the Public Cauſe. And in confor- 
mity with this view of the ſubject, it appears 
adviſable that the propofitions to be offered 
to the Popular Meetings throughout the 
Kingdom fhould be drawn up, and, if poſſ ble, 
adopted in the very fame words by all: viz. 
vt, approving the extenſion of the Right of 
Voting to Copy holders, certain Leaſeholders, 
and the Taxed Houſeholders in England; 
ad, approving a fimilar extenſion of the Right 
of Suffrage in Scotland, when it ſhall appear 
o be the general wiſh of the People of Scot- 
End; zd, (declaring the Boroughs, in their 
preſent ſtate, to be a national grievance which 
requires redreſs; 4th, and agreeing to a 
faitable Petition to the Legiſlature. 

I think the Popular Meetings will readily 
adopt theſe propoſitions next winter, if Peace 
tould not be concluded; even if it ſhould be 
toncluded, the ſatisfaction of the Public will 
be of a ſhort duration; and the increaſing 
burthen of '"ſaxation, it may be hoped will 
convince the Nation that, without ſuck radi- 
cal Reform of Parliament, neither Liberty 
nor Property can be fafe. 282 

I requeſt you, my Lord, to accept the 
zpologies and aeknowledgments of 

Your faithful 
and much obliged ſervant, 
A C. WYVILL. 

P. 8. When 1 ſpeak of the aſſertion of 
National Rights, it is by pacific and rational 
means alone I wiſh them to be aſſerted; and 
when I praiſe Mr. Grey's plan, as effectual to 


ſapport Public Liberty, under any ſuppo- 
| fable 
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{able modification, T wiſh to be underſtood - 


to include Triennial Parliaments with the 
propoſed Reform of the | Repreſentation, 
am happy to find it is alſo the wiſh of Mr. 
Grey to connect theſe meaſures. | 
— — —ů— ů —— ͤ 
"i LETTER VII. | 
From the EARL of BUCHAN to the Rev. 
| C. WrvIII. | 
Kian n ILL, February 16th, 1798. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
J Have duly received both your very inter- 

elting communications “, relative to the 
Meeting of the 7th at York, and do aſſure you 
very cordially that I highly approve of the 
prudence with which it was conducted, cor- 
reſpondent to the ſentiments and to the 
advice which I preſumed to offer formerly on 
the ſame ſubject. The opinion of the Devil 
in the management of Job ſeems to be yery 
applicable to our Countrymen; and I very 
much doubt whether they will ever wince 
till they are galled to the quick, 

The character of Engliſhmen does not ſeem 
to have changed ſince the age of Tacitus, to 
whom I refer for their patience under op- 
preſſion when gradually inflicted, and under 
their ancient Forms of Government, or ac- 
cording to their ancient cuſtoms. | 


Notwithſtanding this remark, I believe the 


time is not diſtant when the upper ranks, 
A copy of the letter here alluded to has not been pre- 

ſerved. It probably related to the Meeting at York on the 7th of 
February, 1798, and was accompanied by a copy of the Addreſs 
agreed to by that Meeting, for which ſee the 22d Preliminay Pa- 


per in the zth Volume of Political Papers, 


fearing - 


— — 
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fearing the eftabliſhment of a complete De- 


within, to the total annihilation of its influ- 


by the People, and palatable to the Crown. 


(30 


ſpotiſm, and feeling the loſs of their acenſ- 
romed enjoyments, may be diſpoſed to coaleſce 
with the lower, and preſs upon the Oligar- 
chy ; but this, in the end, may neverthelefs 
tend to a Revolution ſimilar rather to thoſe in 
Denmark and Sweden, than to thoſe of recent 
example on the Continent, I greatly fear 
that the glafs of Reform was run out in the 
time of the virtuous Sir George Savile, and 
that the People will acquieſce ſupinely in the 
total loſs of Political Liberty. Indeed how 
can it be expected that the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament, in the poſſeſſion of a eentum- 
virate, will ever incline to reform itſelf from 


ence and power? J have ſet down in a decla- 
ration, a copy of which I ſhall tranſmit to 
you, the only advice and opinion J have to of- 
fer on the poſſible means of removing this 
diſemma, and of ſaving the limited Monarchy 
of England, if it could be rendered practicable 


This opinion and advice in no wiſe ſuper- 
cedes the Reſolutions of the County of York, 
if, indeed, a Majority of the Freeholders could 
be nduced to move for a change of councils 
at the preſent criſis. Bur I greatly fear that 
the Minitter, and the Oligarchy whom he re- 
preſents, have paſſed the Rubicon, and will 
not recede. '1 am, 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 
With much regard, 
Jour obliged bumble ſervant, 
| BUCHAN. 
P. S. You 


4 
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P. S. You will do me a kindnels in recom- 
mending to the attention of your friends at 
York and Leeds, or both, a young relation of 
mine, Captain Erſkine, of the 31ſt Regiment 
of Foot, quartered. at one of thoſe places, a 
young man of amiable manners, in whom I 
take a very particular concern. | 

N. B. My addreſs, till the 1ft of April, will 
be at Edinburgh. | 

SSS—— ——— —— 5 
LETTER VIIiII.. 
From the Rev. C. WrVyILL to the EARL f 


'BUCHAN. ; 


BuxTox-HALL, 13th Feb. 1798. 
near BLDALE, Yorkfbire. © 


My Lord, ; 
1 AM happy to find that your Lordſhip ap- 

proves the conduct of the Meeting at Lork 
on the 7th inſtant, The times are fraught 
with difficulties and danger; and as the in- 
creaſing danger of the Public calls more and 
more loudly for popular interpoſition, new 
and unexpected circumſtances occur, preſent- 
ing greater and more embarraſſing impedi- 
ments to our attempt. Let in Yorkſhire I 
think we have gained ſtrength from the two 
Meetings in this and the preceding month; 
we have gained credit wilbout from the mo- 
deration of our proceedings, and wilbin the 
Body we have increaſed our ſtrength by our 
appointment of a permanent Committee, and 
the gradual / attainment of mutual confidence 
and unanimity. To the- preſent difficulties, 
ariſing from the alarm of Invaſion, and the 
conſequent ſucceſs of the ſubſcriptions pro- 


poſed 
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poſed by the Miniſter and his friends, ' we 
muſt yield for a time. But the diſtreſs of the 
the Country is real, and rapidly increaſes; 
after having paid their fooliſh ſubſcriptions *, 


In a Conntry like Britain, rich in reſources, and chearfully 
paying taxes to an immenſe amount, it ought to be an admitted 
maxim that the ex of Government, 1n all ordinary caſes, 
ſhould be defrayed by the regular mode of Legiſlative Vaxation, 
Extraordinary means of ſupply by Subſcriptions, &c. never ſhould 
be reſorted to, but op emergencies of extraordinary peril; and in 
ſuch extreme caſes, no doubi, the zeal of a free and high-ſpirited 
Nation would uſually want no excitement from its Rulers. 

When the Directory of France threw out the menace alluded 
to, no criſis of extreme danger appeared to exiſt. The Fleers of 
France and her Allies were too much weakened 10 encounter the 
ſuperior maritime force of Britain, If ſome poſſible contingence 
ot winds, and fogs, and tides -might enable the eneiny to evade 
our ſquadrons, and to effect an invaſion, a numerous Militia 
and Volunteer Force, added to a larg' and well-diſciplined 

army were prepared to defend the Coun” y, and to maintain its 
independence. The menace of thoſe raſ men, the DireQors of 
France, was not to be deſpiſed indeed; but neither was it greatly 
to be feared, In fact, the Nation did not feel much alarm; the 
Minifters appeared to magnify the danger ; they were thought to 
poſſeſs means amply ſufficient for the occaſion ; and their ſv 
tions failed to obtain voluntary contributions to any conſid 
extent, ſave only from their Dependents. 
But when the ſecond War with France broke out, and the 
threat of the DireQors was renewed by Bonaparte, the circum- 
itances were materially different, and the «danger then wes too 
probable and too formidable not to call for the utmoſt aſſiſtance 
which every individual could afford to out Government. During the 
Peace the Fleets of France and her Allies had been diligently aug- 
mented, and the military force of Britain had been greatly dimi- 
niſhed. In France tte powers of Gorernment which had been lately 
wreſted from the ſeeble hands of the Ditectors, were ſwayed by a 
man conſummate as a General and a Stateſman : In Bonaparte, 
Europe curſed the datin nes who had trampled alike on the 
claims of Moevarchy and the Fu of the French People; but 
ſhe trembled at his power. en invaſion was menaced by 
ſuch a foe, no art, no ſuggeſtion of Minifters was neceſſary to 
rouze the patriotiſm of the Nation ; men of every claſs and deſcrip- 
tion felt alike, that uncommon peril hung over the Country ; ex- 
traordinary aids were then really wanted to repel the moſt ſueceſe- 
ful Conqueror of modern times; and they were freely and almoſt 
univerſally given. | a 

On this juſt occaſion the Editor was not backward to contri- 

bute his afhitance. EY 
* | * me 
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the deluded People will find quintuple taxes 
come on to be paid; and the huzzas of ſub- 
ſcribing Loan Mongers, Contractors, and illicit 
Traders will be drowned in the univerſal cry 
of a ſuffering Nation. That will be the fa- 
vourable moment for a general movement of 
the Friends of Peace and moderate Reform ; 
and I do hope with your Lordſhip, that a 
great and powerful Body of the Nobles will 
then join that middle party of men who are 
equally determined to oppoſe the deſpotiſm 
of the Monarch, and the licentiouſneſs of the 
Populace. Without ſuch a coalition, all will 
be inevitably loſt ; but, with it, I ſtill flatter 
myſelf, in the language of our Addreſs, that 
all may yet be well, However, I muſt ac- 
knowledge I am daily leſs ſangnlne in this 
hope, becauſe the immenſity of our expendi- 
ture renders it continually more and more 
difficult to avoid a Revolution, | 

I am extremely glad to hear your Lordſhip 
has drawn up a declaration on this ſubject ; 
and much covet to ſee it, when you have the 
goodneſs to tranſmit it. I rather ſuſpect the 
delay to trauſmit it may be occaſioned by your 
deſign to offer it to a Meeting of the Friends 
of Liberty at Edinburgh, that it may come 
forth as the act of the Collected Body. I wiſh 
my ꝛonjecture may prove true, I am, 

| My Lord, 

With moſt cordial regard, 

Your obliged and faithful ſervant, 
1 7 C. WYVILL. 
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Paper I. 
The POLITICAL TESTAMENT of the Earr 
of BUCHAN. 


David Stewart Erſkine, Earl of Buchan, 
conſidering the advanced period of my age, 
and that I cannot have very many years to 


| live, and certainly not many in the full and 


energetic poſſeſſion of my. moſt perfect intel- 
lectual faculties; and ſeeing that my virtuous 
poyerty, long ſuſtained in the midſt of corrup- 
tion and faction, has denied me the power of 
aiding my Country or 14 friends by the out- 
ward ſigns of opulenck, I have determined in 
this form and manner, and at the preſent 


juncture of Public Affairs, to give and be- 


queath to my Country men my political ſen- 
timents, which, if adminiſtered to, may yet 
probably ſave the Country from internal War, 
and the preſent Form of Government from 
total overthrow. , 

It ſeems to me to be uadealatnd that. the 
two important points to be attained for the 


ſafety of the Government, and the peace and 


proſperity of. the whole Community, are the 
knowledge of the real ſenſe of the People who 
conſtitute the aggregate of the Common- 
wealth, and the capacity of obtaining full and - 
ample reſources for holding faith with, the 
public creditors, and providing for the exi- 
gencies of the State. 
Whether theſe two points, therefore, can 
be attained as the Forms of Legiſlation and 


Government are now ſituated, is the grand 
queſtion; 
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queſtion ; the ſolution of which is to dater- 


mine the endurance of the preſent order of 
things in the Britiſh Empire, and the ſubſiſt- 
ence of the preſent Government. | 
Conſidering, therefore, the removal of this 
political dilemma as the greateſt benefit that 
could be conferred upon my Country, and the 
mode of accompliſhing it without danger to 
the Community as the greateſt bleſſing to all 
its Citizens, the legacy I have to offer is the 
opinion I have formed on this ſubject, which 
in very few words I am about to impart. 
With reſpect to the firſt: point of the di- 
lemma, and without going over ground that 
has been ſo amply ſurveyed. with reſpect to 
the partial Repreſentation of the People in 
the Houſe of Commons, it ought to have been 
evident to every man of common ſenſe, that 
a Community undor the influence of a certain 
number of families or individuals, receiving 
great power and benefit from ſuch influence, 


will never be guilty of felo de ſe, and reform 


itſelf, | | 
It ought to be: equally. evident, that th 
King is nearly as much cramped and impo- 
veriſhed by this influence as the People, and 
that the Houſe of Peers, ſo far as it is merely a 
Houſe, and not a conſiſtory of perſons poſſeſ- 
ling the power of creating a Majority of the 
Houſe of Commons, is ſubject to the ſame 
inconvenience and inſignificancy. The que- 


{tion therefore ariſes, whether it be not in 


the power of the King, if moved by a Majo- 

rity of the Freeholders in the Counties, and 

of the Houſeholders in Boroughs, qualified 
E 


by 
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by Freehold, whether the Borough be held 
by Corporation Rights, or by Burgage Te- 
nure, to call a Parliament by ſuch poll Elec- 
tion, pro tempore, to meet the extraordinary 
exigencies of the State, and to regulate the 
future Elections of Repreſentative: ? 

With reſpect to the ſecond poiat of the di- 
lemma, it would be completely folved by the 
determination of the queſtion reſpeQing the 
farſt, becauſe no doubt can be entertained that 
if ſuch a Parliament was conſtitnted, the ut» ' 
moſt Reforms of the Country and Nation might 
be obtained without murmur or riſque of tu- 
mult, and in ſuch a manner as to render many 
of the exiſting taxes much more productive. 
 A.new and juſt valuation of Property might 
be effected, and the public creditors receiving 
Rights of Suffrage correſpondent to the amount 
of their ſtock in the Counties and Communi- 
ties where they might be domeſticated, and 
the produce of what may be their contribution 
on their dividends to the State, being faithfully 
and perpetually applied to the diminution of 
the Public Debt, in the hands of the Parlia- 
mentary Commiſſioners, there can be no doubt 
entertained of their ſubmitting chearfully to 
the exigencies of the State, by a ſmall tax on 
the dividends of ſtock. 

It may be ſaid that the King, even by and 
with the advice of his Council, and moved by 
a Majority of the Electors of the Houſe of 
Commons, could not ſafely iſſue writs for the 
EleQion of ſuch a Houſe of Commons as I 
propoſe. But conſidering the dangerous di- 


lemma to which the Country is reduced, = 
| the 


5 ot 
-. 
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the firſt principles of all Communities and Na- 
tions, I hereby declare myſelf to be of a con- 


trary opinion, 2 
*  BUCHAN. 


Written and ſubſcribed by me at Kirkhill, 
in Weſt-Lothian, February the twentieth, 
1798, and put into the hands of the Rev. 
C. Wyvill, Ancient Chairman of the Sub-Com- 
mittee of the County of York, whom and his 

Succeſſors I nominate my Adminiſtrators in my 
laſt Political Will and Teſtament above written. 


K1RKniLL, 4: afore/aid. | 


——_—. 


LETTER IX. 


From the Rev. C. WrVILIL to the EARL 
|  BUCHAN. 2777 


| p 

BunTon-HaLL, March 7th, 1 | 

r My Lord, 2 A wu l 

; [ Return you many thanks for the commu- 

nication of the Paper, dated Feb. the 2oth, 

. and containing your thoughts on the means of 

ö National Safety in the preſent criſts. I feel 

1 myſelf much honoured by the confidence your 
Lordſhip has repoſed in me; and I will ven- 

] ture to add that I am not unworthy of it, if 

the reſolution to live and die a Friend to Li- 

f derty is, -in the eyes of the true Patriot, any 

g recommendation to his eſteem. | [ 

1 With reſpe& tv the bold and deciſive mea- 

— ſure propoſed in it, I think, my Lord, you 

d have a right to know my opinion without dil= 


0 1] 2 guiſe 
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guiſe or reſerve; and therefore you ſhall have 
it. I think then, it is poſſible that the obſti- 
nacy of the Oligarchy may render ſome ſuch 
meaſure neceſſary; but that no neceſſity for 


it can juſtly be ſaid to exiſt, till the ſenſe 


of the Nation, unequivocally expreſſed to 
Parliament, has failed-to produce the deſired 
Reform, We, Reformers, cannot truly affirm 
we have ever obtained the concurreace of the 
major part of the Conſtituent Body, not even 
in the year 1780. / ſuch concurrence were 
obtained, I own I ſtill cannot think it unrea- 
ſonable to expect that even the preſent Par- 
liament would comply with eur requeſt ; not 
perhaps that it would in that caſe grant as 


much as very juſtly might be demanded, but 


that it would conſent, with ſome modifications, 
to all that Mr. Grey and Mr. Fox have pro- 
poſed. To me therefore it ſeems to be the great 
impediment to our ſucceſs, that we have not 
the voice of the Nation in our favour, Till it 
is clearly and loudly heard demanding Reform, 
the Oligarchy will liſten, I fear, to no terms; 
but when that univerfal cry ſhall be raiſed to 
the Throne, who can hope, with any ſanguine 
aſſurance, that the financial difficulties of the 
Country will not be too great to admit of re- 
lief in the uſual way of the Conſtitution? J 
wiſh for Popular Meetings to be held ſoon, 
becauſe I wiſh to prevent the riſques of devi- 
ating into any irregular meaſures; and there- 
fore I pronoſed to Mr. Grey ſome months ago 


* In this part of this letter a verbal correction has been admit- 


ted, which ſeemed neceſlary to make the paſſage clear, The words 
Altered or added are printed in Jralics. 


the 
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the Reſolutions which, your Lordſhip has ſeen 
in a copy of my Correſpondence with your 
excellent Brother Thomas; by Mr. Grey they 
were approved, as holding open to the Oli- 
garchy the door of compromiſe, yet retaining 
the great eſſentials of his plan; they were 
tranſmitted by him to Mr. Fox, and I under- 
ſtand, but not directly from Mr, Fox himſelf, 
that they had his approbation alſo. If a change 
of Miniſters were effected by the interference 
of the People, and at the ſame time Reform 
were generally preſſed for at County Meet- 
ings, &c. the proſpect of ſucceſs would be a 
good one, I think; if it did not open too late to 
prevent the effects of deſperation from our ex- 
treme diſtreſs. Should that criſis unfortunately 
take place, the meaſure which your Lordſhip 
ſuggeſts may deſerve the moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration, But ſurely I may fay, Cuncta prius 
tentanda,”” . e 
To be juſtifiable in departing from the ac- 
cuſtomed rules of Law and the Conſtitution, 
we muſt be able to ſhow that there is an actual 
exiſting neceſſity for it; that the Nation has 
tried every regular meaſure, and been defeated 
in all. I hope and wiſh moſt anxiouſly that 
this never may be our ſituation, for a deſpe- 
one it certainly will be. We cannot de- 
viate into irregular meaſures without the great- 
eſt danger of a Revolution. To avoid that ter- 
rible evil, and to ſupport Public Liberty, we 
in Yorkſhire, have declared for legal means, 
and for thoſe means only. I truſt your Lordſhip 
will join us in the wiſh that thoſe means may 
ſucceed, and that the advice you have be- 
| = wt queathed 


= —— ——— — — —— — 


—— 
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queathed us, may thus become a | lapfed le- 
gacy. I am ever, 
My Lord, 
Your obliged and 
mioſt faithful ſervant, us - 
C. WYVILL. | 


2 a —_ = 4 
0 
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LETTER X. 


' From the EARL of BUCHAN to the Rev. 0. 
: WrvII I. | 
Sir, A 85 
Have' repeatedly weighed the objections 
ſtated in your letter, but am convinced that 
if it be now poſſible to ſave the Monarchy in 
Britain, it can only be ſaved by the means [ 
have adviſed. Conſidering that as Earl of 
Buchan I am an Univerſity an dConſtituent 
Part of this Kingdom; that 1am alio lawfully 


_ deſcended from the Royal Families of both 


Kingdoms ; and in the Parliamentary Succe(- 


ſion to the Throne I think myſelf entitled to 
declare my opinion at this criſis, ſo that if in 


the end the Monarchy ſhall be ſubverted, and 
yield to-a Republican Order of Government, 
in ſympathy with ſurrounding Nations it ſbgll 
not be ſaid that I was untrue to the order of 
things under which I was born and educated, 
but rather that it fell through the negle& of 


my counſel, and through the blindneſs of thoſe 


who will be infallibly buried in its ruins. 
My principles, as my conduct, have ever 


been fair, manly, and open; publiſhed alſo 


to the Country in the beginniog of the fatal 
donteſt 


1 
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conteſt on the 16th of April, 1791, the very 
day of the eventful proclamation ; and ſince, 
as formerly, I have ever abſtained from every 
word and action that could in the leaſt tend 
to diſturb the Peace of my Country. 

It is therefore for the Gentlemen of the * 
of York, and of the Country at large, to conſi 
how they are to comport themſelves, and 1 
me alſo, when imperious neceſſity ſhall force 
me to break ſilence, and to act in conformity 
to my duty in the day of trial, 

I deſire you, worthy Sir, to reſt aſſured of 


my regard, and am convinced that the time 


is not diſtant when you and all who wiſh well 
to the Country and to humanity, will regret 
that feebleneſs of reſolve which prevents the 
State from being aware of its danger until it is 
too late to be obviated. I am, 
Rev. Sir, 
With much conſideration, 


Your ob humble ſervant, 
8995 BUCHAN, 


 KinxutLL, March 134, 1798. 


P. S. I go to Dryburgh Abbey, by Kelſo, 
in the courſe of ten or twelve days; but if 
the Gentlemen of your Committee ſhall here- 
after think that I can be in any wiſe uſeful to 
their deliberations, I ſhall be willing to con- 
ſult with them in ſuch manner as eg ſhall 
think proper, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


From the EARL of BUCHaN to the Rey. 
C. WrVIII. | 
DA&AYBURGH-ABBLY , MEL Rose, May 412, 1798, 
Rev. and Dear Sir, N 
TO uſe the phraſeology of a farmer, having 
& put in my ſpring corn at Kirkhill, I re- 
moved to this reſidence in the beginning of 
laſt month, and propoſe remaining here till 
I have hoed and. ridged up my carrot, and 
turnip, apd cabbage land, in the management 
of all which, as well as in my other agricul- 


tural and horticultural operations, I am fini- 


cally exact. In the 7 of July I ſball 
return to Kirkhill by Edinburgh ; and at all 
times, and in all places, I ſhall wiſh to com- 
municate with you, whom I have ſo long and 
ſo juſtly eſteemed, | | 
Identity of character, and conſiſtency of ſen- 
timent and conduct, are the claims | have upon 
the Public, and upon my old acquaintance; - 
and I know that 1 belong to a very ſmall 
groupe, little attended to in the preſent ſtate 
of Great-Britain; yet if at any time it could 
be any conſolation to thoſe of my way of 
thinking to confer with me, [ſhould be prompt 
to afford them the wretched remains of poli- 
tical advice that the folly and wickedneſs of 
Public Men have left to be adopted. 
Mr. Charles Grey, to whom, as I formerly 
mentioned, I communicated my plan of ope- 
rations for the: recovery of our affairs in the 


— 


year 1793, ſeems to be the only man of con- 


ſequence 


( 313) 


ſequence, that, though too late, has adopted 
my advice. 

If he, or any others who agree. in general 
with me, ſhould wiſh to know explicitly and 
fully my thoughts upon the exigencies of the 
Country in free conference, I ſhall, however 
inconvenient to my continual active habits of 
life in this Country, be ready to meet with 
them either at the Duke of Northumber- 
land's, at Alnwick, at Mr. 8 at Belle 
Iſle, i in Windermere Lake, or at Vork. If a 
ſtill more domeſtic. and retired conference is 
thought preferable, and that you bring any 
of thoſe in whoſe wiſdom, prudence, and vir - 
tue you have moſt confidence, to. Barton-Hall 
for a day, to meet me, I will Nicodemus. it 
there when it ſhall be thought moſt ſuitable. 
You are in poſſeſſion of my ultimate thoughts 
on what regards the ſtate of the Country; and 
you will beſt be able to judge whether any 
good would be likely to ariſe from ſuch a viſit. 

I have no family, and lam a Philoſo- 
pher ; yet the proſpe& of compleat and per- 
vaſive ſlavery to my unhappy Country moves 
me, once for all, to acquit myſelf of that duty 
which every man owes to thoſe. who were 
once his Fellow-Citizens, and are now his 
Companions in bondage and diſgrace. 

I am, Rey. and Dear Sir, 
With ſincere eſteem, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
— BUCHAN. 


| LETTER 
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© LETTER XI. | 
From the Rev. C. Wrv1LL to the Ear 5 
| Bucna x. 


N 1006, 1 

My Lord, "YN wage 
| bby a literary correſpondence with 
yon for many years, in the courſe of 
which J have been hononred by ſome very 
confidential communications, I embrace, 
with pleaſure, the offer of a meeting and 
perſonal acquaintance, which your Lordſhip 
bas .nade me in your obliging letter of the 
12th of this month. To Mr. Curwen I am' 
à perfect ftranger, and not ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the Dake of Northumberland 
to meet your Lordſhip at Alnwick Caſtle, 
unleſs invited by his Grace. To meet 
at Vork, would add to your journey forty 
miles, and yet be leſs pleaſant to us both. I 
mall hope therefore to have the pleaſure of 
receiving you at Burton-Hall; and if :your 
excellent Brother Thomas ſhould intend com- 
ing into the North this ſummer, I ſhould be 
happy if he would fo concert his journey as to 
meet your Lordſhip here. To ſome of my 
Yorkſhire friends, and to Dr. Fenwick of 
Durham, and Mr. Bigge of Northumberland, 
] am ſure an introduction to your Lordſhip 
would be a great gratificationz and having a 
few weeks previous notice of the day when I 
may expect the honour of your viſit, I hope l 
mall be able to engage them. They are virtu- 


' ous and able men; and from their diſinte- 
reſted 


. 

reſted zeal in the Cauſe of Liberty, they are 
worthy to be claſſed in that ſmall groupe of 
real Patriots, among whom the Earl of 
Buchan makes amoſt conſpicuous figure. 

It was my intention, my Lord, to have ex- 
plained myſelf more fully in this letter on the 
ſubject of your Political Teſtament; but I for- 
bear, expecting ſoon the pleaſure of converſ- 
ing with you. I will only now ſay, it is a ſub- 
ject which the ſtate of public affairs forces 
upon my daily meditation; yet, agreeing with 
your doctrine in ſpeculation, admitting the 
meaſures you have ſuggeſted to be defenſible 
in theory, ſtill I greatly doubt their expedi- 
ence, or even their practicability, with any 
proſpect of a good effect. by 

In Yorkſhire we have cautiouſly avoided 
all unuſual meaſures, and every mode of op- 
poſition which could be thought irregular. 
And yet our caution has not reconciled to us 
the majority of our Country Gentlemen. ' A 
deviation from the accuſtomed practice would 
be the certain ruin of our Cauſe: at leaſt 1 
apprehend it; and from that apprehenſion, as 
well as from my wiſh and firm reſolution to 
take no ſtep in favour of Liberty which I am 
not ſatisfied is right, I have pledged myſelf 
to the Gentlemen with whom l act in York- 
thire to meaſures ſtrictly regular and pacific, 
by a variety of declarations, ro which my 
conduct muſt be conformable. From this cir- 
cumſtance it is more than poſſible that ſome 
of my doubts and difficulties may have ariſen, 
or at leaſt may derive much of their. force 
upon my mind. I am aware that my opiuion 
deſerves 
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deſerves to be little regarded; I think, per- 
haps, as I mean to act, under the reſtraint 
of prior engagements. . And I mention 
this, hoping to appear to your Lordſhip leſs 
tenacious of my opinion, than anxious to 
preſerve a conſiſtent character, and to unite 
political rectitude with that kg oe; with 


which J am, 
| My n 


Your ee aud faithful e 1 
| C. WX VII. 


LETTER „ 


From a EARL of Bocuan to the Rev. 
C. WrviLL * 


TT 


Dear Sir, 


AM much pleaſed with your Bee of 
the Seceſſion in Parliament; but alas! pam» 
phlets now are only for cartridges, A great 
problem on the ſurface of our planet is in the 
courſe of folution, and will be ſolved. in ſpite 
of every contrivance of human artifice, The 
Japaneſe and Britiſh iſles are likely to be the 
hſt lurking holes of the Old Monſter, but be 
will be finally extirpated. All this. 1 faw in 
my youth, and reſolved to abſtain from Beans. 
I am defirous that you ſhould be made ac- 
quainted with my kinſman Bryan Lord Fair- 
fax at York, who being particularly recom- 
mended to my friendſhip by my moſt worthy 
friend General Waſhington, (who is our 


common Kinſman alſo) 1 am very ſolicitous 
that 
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that he ſhould enjoy the pleaſure of your ac- 
quaintance. 
I am, dear Sir, 
With ſincere eſteem, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, © 


D&YBURGH=- ABBEY, MELKOSE, 
Feb. 10th, 1759- 


P. S. I do not go * Kirkhill till the end 
of next month. 


LETTER XIV. 
From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Ear of 
| BUCHKAN. 


 BuxToN-HALL, Feb. 27th, 1799. 
My Lord, 


OUR kind letter of 0 toth inſtant did 


not reach me till the 18th, having been 
detained on the road by the extraordinary 
ſeverity of the weather; and my anſwer has 
been delayed longer than it would have been, 
that I might have ſomething more to return 
your Lordſhip than merely my acknowledg- 
ments of the great pleaſure I have received 
from your approbation of * The Seceſſion 
Vindicated.“ In times like theſe, little could 
be done by the beſt written papers, as you 
very truly remark, What then can be ex- 
pected from a piece of inferior merit, when, 
from the general intimidation of the Book- 
ſellers, it cannot be publiſhed in the uſual 
way, and can only be circulated very imper- 

fectly, by the aſſiſtance = friends? 4 
hat 


BUCHAN:' ” 
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That is the caſe reſpecting my Vindication 
of the Seceſſion, Not one Bookſeller of de- 
cent character, either in 'Fown or Country, 
has dared to be my Publiſher. Thus 1 am 
compelled to give up publication by ſale, and 
only to diſtribute this Pamphlet through pri- 
vate hands; in which way, however, I hope 

ro get it circulated pretty completely in 
Yorkſhire, and in London, and ſprinkled in 
ſome other parts of England. The cowardice 
of the Bookſellers is the more remarkable, 
becauſe they were all previouſly informed 
that a Lawyer of eminence had been conſulted 
on the point of legality, and had pronounced 
it legal. That Lawyer was not named to them, 
or to any friend, but in confidence. It was no 
other, my Lord, than your excellent Brother 
Thomas, in perfect reliance on whoſe opinion I 
reſolved to meet the riſque, ſuch as he allow- 
ed was ſtill impending, notwithſtanding his 
opinion of irs conformity with law. I felt all 
ſeruple removed by his favourable opinion on 
the point of law, and could not enough thank 
him for his kind partiality in other reſpects. 

1 have. been lately favoured with two 
obliging letters from Lord Fairfax, the firlt of 
which informed me of his deſire, from your 
recommendation, to be acquainted with me; 
the ſecond mentioned his intention to ſtay at 
York till about the middle of April, before 
which time J hope to be able to wait upon 
his Lordſhip. The leverity of the weather 
and my infirmities made it impoſſible for me 
to do ſo immediately, which would have been 


my wiſh, if I had been differently circum- 
ſtanced. 
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ſtanced. From the neceſſary care of my 
health, I paſs the winter in as great privacy 
as Lord Fairfax repreſents himſelf to have 
been many years accuſtomed to. But this re- 
tirement does not leſſen my deſire to culti- 
vate the acquaintance of good and honourable 
men, ſuch as I fully expect to find your Lord- 
ſhip's friend and relation, Lord Fairfax. 
I will only add, that I have formed ſome. 
hopes of one day ſeeing you both under my 
roof“. I am, | | 
With moſt ſincere good wiſhes, 
My Lord. | 
Ever faithfully your's, s 
C. WYVILL. 
— ——  ——— — — 
LETTER XV. 


From the EARL of BUCHAN to the Rev. 
k C. WrviLL, = 
 DayBuncn-ABBEy, MiLronE, 
| May 4th, 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


Have often meditated a viſit to you at 
Burton-Hall ; and a few years ago my Bro- 
ther Thomas intended to have given us the 
Meeting at Belle-Iſle with Mr. Curwen, of 
* Soon after this time the Editor found that the hope here ex- 


2 was diſappointed by the return of Lord Fairfax, the neigh- 
rand friend of Waſhington, to his home in Virginia. lis Lord- 


ſhip's houſe is divided from Mount Vernon only by the river on 
which each of the houſes ſtands; and it was the cuſtom of theſe 
friends to ferry over the river to partake the dinner of his neigh- 
bour whenever the ſounding of a trumpet gave the appointed 2 
nal. Even this ſmall circumſtance reſpeRing the illultrious W 


ington, will not be thought unintereſting, = 


which 


1 ; 
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which I then informed yon; but I am ſo 
ſituated, though a private man, that is is very 
difficult for me to make excurſions from 
home. The great eſteem I have for your cha- 
rater, and the congeniality of our ſentiments, 
make me very deſirous of a Meeting with 
you. I cannot come to Burton-Hall; per- 
haps in the courſe of this ſummer you might 
think of making an excurſion to Dryburgh- 
Abbey, where I ſhould explain to you the rea- 
ſons for preferring this arrangement rather 
than the other. I am only diftant 19 miles 
from Cornhill, where the Royal Charlotte 
{tops at breakfaſt hour the ſecond day from 
York, ſo that in point of time, it is but a trip. 

I wiſh you occaſionally to think of this; 
and if you can favour me with my wiſh, to 
let me know a few days before you intend to 
ſet out. 

The ſituation of this Country, reſpecting 
corn and cattle, as well as other neceſſaries of 
life, is fuch as greatly afflicts every reflecting 
individual, and is preſſing every body to the 
quick, who is not fattening on the profuſion of 
the Public; and the remoter conſequences are 
ſuch in proſpect as to intimidate even the mad - 
deſt abettors of the modern ſyſtem. This poſ- 
ture and theſe forebodings are I believe very 
general throughout the Iſland, and are ſuch 
as to invite the concert of every one not dead 


io the ſenſe of impending danger. I am, 


Rev. Sir, 
With ſincere eſteem, 
Your obliged humble ſervant, 
BUCHAN. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 
From ibe Rev. C. WyviLL to the EARL of 
| Buch. 
« BuxTox-HALL, May 14th, 1800. 

My Lord, on 
1 Accept with pleaſure your obliging invi- 

tation, and will wait upon yohr Lordſhip 
in the courſe of this ſummer, either before 
the 10th of July, or after the 25th of Au- 
guſt; between which days I have an an- 
nual engagement at home which a father can 
hardly diſpenſe with. From the ſtate of the 
public mind at preſent, I have little, doubt 
but the long-ſuppreſled ſentiments of the Pea- 
ple will be called forth in Petitions before the 
end of the current year. And our meeting 
in the latter period 1 have alluded to, viz. be- 
tween the 2 5th of Auguſt and October, may 
probably be of greater uſe than it could be in 
the earlier part of the ſummer, when it would 
be more difficult to form a judgment of the 
public opinion, and to concert a plan adapted 
to it. But if your Lordſhip ſhould prefer ſee- 
ing me in June or the beginning of July, I 
ſhall be very happy in paying my viſit at that 
time. I beg, therefore, you will have the 
goodneſs, my. Lord, to fix the time moſt 


agreeable to yourſelf, and moſt likely to be 
attended with ſome little utility to the Public 
Cauſe, to which we have both been ſc long 
devoted. Believe me to be, with moſt ſincere 
regard, My Lord, of 

Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


C. WYVILL. 


X 


implicated all 
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LETTER XVII. 


From the EARL of Bucuan to the Rev. 
C. WVVIII. 


D&YBURGK-ABBEY, May 19th, 1800, 


Kev. and Dear Sir, 


Apree with you in thinking that towards 

the end of September will be the time 
moſt appropriate for our conference, which, 
if not productive of any benefit, will at leaſt 
afford us the ſatisfaction of once meeting on 
this ſide of the grave, and of expreſſing to 
each other, viva voce, the ſentiments that have 


united us for ſo many years in moral and po- 


litical friendſhip, without ſocial intercourſe. 

On the twelfth of June next I enter into 
the 59th year of my age; and my bodily 
ſtrength, which has never been very promiſ- 


ing of long life, cannot be expected to afford 


me hereafter much power of exertion in the 
active buſineſs of ſociety. | 
I have never meddled with the Beans of 
Plato; and having ſeen in the morning of my 
life the _— of the fatal dye, which has 

urope, and brought upon my 
Country unutterable evil, I have perſiſted in 
chuſing a private and retired ſituation, in 


which, without deſerting the poſt of duty 


and humanity, | might keep myſelf unſpotted 
from the world, 

Surely there is no one, either of my own 
rank, or of any other, that can accuſe me of 


troubling the waters of ſociety, -or of being 
in 


—B 8 — — 
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in the leaſt degree officious reſpecting what 
did not belong to my immediate ſituation, 
rank, or duty; ſo that relating to every thing 
of a public nature, I may be conſidered as an 
inhabitant of another world, and undiſturbed 
by the influence of the preſent. If I united 
myſelf to the late Lord Chatham in political 
life, in my early days, which I could hardly 
be ſaid to do ſince, it was only as William Pitt, 
and in oppoſition to the crooked deſigns. of 
Britain relating to the Anferican Colonies, I 
did it only to manifeſt the ſame opinions 
which have guided me'through life, and kept 
me in obſcurity, or in the ill-will of the Go- 
vernors of my Country. If I departed from 


my philoſophical retreat in volunteering my 


political regards to the Committee of the 
County of Vork and its worthy Repreſenta- 
tive, Sir George Savile, which I did with no 
other view than to exhibit. my opinion con- 
cerning the elements; of Reform, which I 
thought I ſaw in the Parliamentary Conſtitu- 
tion of Britain, and which had been brought 
into action often without convulſion or dan- 
ger to the State in the reigns of Charles II. 
William III. Anne, and the two Firſt 
Georges, not to mention the preſent reign, 
I ated only in conſiltency with the whole of 
my character, which, though very private, 
is ſufficiently known, and has been uniform. 
In correſponding with Franklin, and Otis, 
and Hancock, and Cuſhing, before the fatal 
breach with America, I did it in concert with 
Mr. Pitt the Elder, to obviate, it poſſible, the 
opening of that Box of Pandora from whence 
* X 2 Way; wo has 


- moſt able 
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has been ſcattered the evils that have deſo- 


lated a whole world, and covered it with 
blood. 
In eultivating the friendſhip and confidence 


of Mr. Waſhington, I was not only guided by 


the ties of conſanguinity, and the ſentiments 
of a moſt perfect eſteem, but I was moved by 
the pleaſing hope of contributing in ſome de- 
gree to the great objects my Illuſtrious Kinſ- 


man had in view in that new and riſing ſtate; 


wherein I thougHt ſome impulſe might be 
glven, under God, to the better condition 
of future ages, in reſpe& of education and 
internal police; and it has pleaſed God that 
in this reſpe& I ſhould not be diſappointed, 
as a ſhort time I believe will evince. | 
- It is to you, Sir, and to you only, that I 
thus explain myſelf. I know very well that, 
like every honeſt man, not guided by Party, 
you “ have been accuſed of credulity and in- 
conſiſtency in politics; but theſe accuſations 


have 
What his Noble Correſpondent thought of theſe imputations 
may be collected from this letter, and — the whole ſeries ” 
His letters here ſubmitted to the inſpection of the Public. Yet 
others may be apt to form a leſs candid judgment of the Editor's 
character, at leaſt reſpeiog the credulity which has been imputed 
to him. In this reſpeQ, therefore, he may be allowed to offer a 
few brief explanatory remarks. 
He admits that it was, and that it remains his belief, that Mr. 
Pitt was ſincere in his endeavours to effe& a Reform in the Popu- 
lar Repreſentation in the year 1785, and that he made the ut- 
moſt exertions in his power to procure the afſent of the Crown, 
and the great Ariſtocratical Families who ſupported his Admini- 


tration, to the meaſure he propoſed for that purpoſe: but with the 


great majority of the Families alluded to, his efforts were unſuc- 
ccſeful, For ſome time it was denied that ſuch exertions were 
really made; but events have 3 uced à conſiderable 
change of re. in this reſpeci; and the moſt inctedulous, the 

determined Opponents of Mt. Pitt have been con- 
vinced, by the inſpection of documents, that in the attempt to e: 
form the Parliament he was fincere, and in carneſt, 
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have not leſſened you in. my eſteem; A great 
and unfortunate change has happened in the 
manners, ſentiments, and condition. of the 
Engliſh Nation ſince. our firſt acquaintance ; 
and now, Sir, I will confeſs that I entertain 


great fears of the reſult, _ a FF 

Some years after the period when that enterpriſe was defeated, 
it is not improbable that Mr, Pitt, who at firſt was only Jeſs un- 
acceptable at St. James's than his rival, might begin to acquire 
ſome degree of perſonal favour there; and in proportion to his 
increaling favour and influence there, he might tata his looks 
from the People to the Court. 

To the Editor there appeared reaſon for. this ſuſpicion at the 
time alluded to. But from converſation, and from his unpub- 
liſhed correſpondence with ſome of Mr. Pitet's perſonal Friends, 
de had obtained information reſpecting his political ſentiments 
which kept his mind in ſuſpenſe, and rendered it impoſſible clearly 
to aſcertain whether Mr. Pitt was, or was not faithful to his en- 

nt. After the Proclamations of 1791, there could be lit- 
tle doubt that the Miniſter was meditating a change of ſyſtem 
and the apprehenſion filled the Editor with concern and fear ; wit 
fear for the public, and with concern for Mr. Pitt himſelf. Af- 
ter thoſe Proclamations, the Miniſter's adoption of the views of 
the Court, and the anti-reforming Party, reſpecting a War, the 
ven / Republic of France removed every doubt from the Editor's 
mind ; and his letter to Mr. Pitt of the gth February, 1793s was 
publiſhed in oppoſition to the new ſy lem which he had then ma- 
nifeſtly taken up. As one of the Agents for the moderate Re- 
formers, he felt it incumbent upon him to beware of injuring the 
Cauſe of the Public by any indiſcretion, by any premature diſco- 
very of ſuſpicion which might ali the man then moſt able 
to promote or to defeat it, But when his alienation became un 
queſtionable, then, and not till then, he felt it to be his duty to 
engage in hoſtility to the new Enemy of Reform. By pur- 
ſuing a di courſe of conduct the Editor might have pre- 
vented the charge of credulity ; but he muſt have incurred the 
more ſerious reproach that he had wanted patience and candour, 
that he had diſguſted the then moſt powerful Friend of Re- 
form, and driven him by a precipitate declaration of diſtruſt, while 
he had yet not ceaſed to be true to the People to abandon them 
and their Cauſe, a - 

Wich reſpe& to the other charge of inconſiſten ce, he is not 
aware that any explanation of his conduct hitherto is neceſſary, 
At his age, that event cannot be far diſtant which muſt finally ſeal 
his character, But ſhort as the ſpace of life may be, the ſhortneſs 
of it can afford no certain ſecurity againſt the guilt of tergiverſa- 
tion; he muſt ſtill keep this truth before him, and watch his con- 
duct with vigilance and eirenmſpection. | 

X 3 The 
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The ſupreme power in Britain has been 
now for a long time in the hands of a few 
men who have contrived to make a majority 
of the People to depend entirely on the con- 
tinuance of their power and bounty ; and to 
ſee in the return. of Peace a diminution of 
their pre-eminence and profit, as opening the 
ſluices of induſtry and proſperity to the Na- 
tions at large, inſtead of being concentrated 


by monopoly and violence in an Univerſal _ 


Monarchy of the Sea. 

If I had a vantage ground, and a voice loud 
enough and powerful enough in eloquence to 
reach-the extent of the whole Britiſh Empire, 
I ſhould deſpair of ſhowing my Countrymen 
the fallacy to which they are now unfortu- 
nately expoſed; nor do I ſee any alternative 
but that of waiting in awful ſuſpenſe for the 
gradual unfolding of the fatal roll of Provi- 
dence. To me it ſeems that nothing bur the 
diſpaſſionate prudence and reflection of the 
upper claſs of People in Britain, and not the 
turbuler Petitions of the lower, can make any 
impreſſ on on thoſe who have got the whole 
mache of Government in Britain into their 
nands, and who can weild it according to their 
Pleaſure, Wha; 2A 

If it ſhall pleaſe God to incline thoſe who 
have the moſt lucrative ſtake in this Country 
and Nation to conſider the danger to which [ 
allude in this letter, and to manifeſt their ſenſe 
of that danger to the Miniſter and his Aſlo- 
ciates, not publicly, but privately, and at Lon- 
don, I ſhould entertain ſome hope that a ſtop 
might be put to the career which * to 

| | ring 
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bring incalculable evil to poſterity, However 


it may be, I have laid a foundation for your 


more perfect knowledge of my ſentiments, fo 
that if you honour me with a viſit at this place, 
after having imparted theſe ſentiments to thoſe 
whom I eſteem in your neighbourhood, you 
may be able to afford me an opportunity of 
more fully communicating my thoughts upon 
the general ſubject. I am, 4 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
With ſincere reſpect and eſteem, 
Your obliged and obedient 
humble fervant, ala 
| - -» BUCHAN. 
P. S. J have only to afk that you will inform 
me whether this letter ſhall come ſafe to your 
hands, as I have retained no copy of it, 


* W 
— — — — 


LETTER XVIII. 


From the Rev. C. WYY1LL to the Ear, | 
/ BUucHan, 


BoxTox-HALL, June 34, 1800, 


My Lord, 
1 Duly received your kind letter of the 19th 
of May. I delayed my anſwer for a few 
days for the ſake of an opportunity to ſhow 
your letter to ſome friends in whoſe judgment 
I confide. I am happy to aſſure your Lord- 
ſhip, that they concurred with me in highly 
approving the moderation and prudence of the 
.meaſure which you are meditating. Yet, con- 
ſidering the charaQer of the Miniſter, we can- 
not be ſanguine in hoping for complete ſuc- 
"SS ceſs 
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ceſs ſrom the private application you have 
thought of making to him. This, however, is 
far from being an objection to the meaſure. 
He may diſregard the watning given him; 
but the Nation will certainly attend to it. And 
it will introduce, I hope, with greater effect, 
thoſe general Petitions of the Counties which 
ſeem likely to take place next winter. For 
though the application were privately made, 
yet as a conſiderable number of perſons of diſ- 
tinction would probably join your Lordſhip in 
making it, I ſuppoſe it would neither be your 
wiſh, nor for the intereſt of the Public, to keep 
it ſecret; indeed it would hardly be poſſible to 
prevent the meaſure being known univerſally, 
I ſhall look forward, my Lord, with great 
pleaſure to the latter part of September, when [ 
truſt nothing will intervene to prevent my hay- 
ing the happineſs, after ſo many years of confi- 
dential correſpondence, to enjoy your ſociety, 
and concert meaſures for our more effectual 
co-operation in this -very critical poſture of 
Public affairis. I ſhall hope for the honour of 
another letter, when your Lordſhip can fix the 
time more exactly. I am, 
With ſincereſt eſteem and regard, 
My Lord, | | 
Your's ever moſt fincerely, 


LETTER 
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- LETTER XIX. 


From the Rev. C. WVVIIL to the EARL of 
BUCHAN. 


| HArTLEPooL, O82. 3d, 1800. 

My Lord, BED) | 
JT" is ſome months ago ſince I read with 

great concern in the public prints the ac- 
count of that misfortune which muſt have 
thrown your Lordſhip, your excellent brother 
Thomas, and all your united family, into the 
deepeſt affliction.“ It has been often the 
ſubject of my thoughts, and as often the ſub- 
jet of my ſincereſt regret and ſympathiſing 
ſorrow. When the good and the worthy ſuf- 
fer ſo ſeverely, when they who are at once the 
friends and the ornaments of their ſpecies are 
bowed with grief, bewailing loſſes from which 
the profligate and the baſe, the tyrant and the 
traitor, are free, the mind is- almoſt loſt in 
perplexity, the intricacies of Providence ſeem 
paſt finding out, and a gloomy doubt ariſes to 
overſhadow the proſpe& of life. But when 
the good and worthy bear their afflitions with 
a fortitude inſpired by pious reverence to the 
Great Ruler of Events, or heightened by it, 
as I truſt that you, my Lord, and your Bro- 
ther do, their example re-confirms our reli- 
gious hope, and the proſpect again brightens 
up before us. Yet ſtill I fear that neither 
your Lordſhip nor Mr. Erſkine can have ſuf- 


»The event alluded to was the death of Mrs. Erſkine, the 
daughter of the Hon. Thomas Erſkine, who had been not 
long married to Col. Erſkine, for whom Lord Buchan expreſſed 
o much affeQion and ſolicitude in the poſtſcript of Letter x. 

ficiently 
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ficiently conquered your parental feelings, and 
recompoſed your minds under this great miſ- 
fortune, to receive, with entire ſatisfaction, a 
mixture of company; among whom I could 
only claſs myſelf as a Stranger-Friend, not 
perſonally known to your Lordſhip, and little 
known to your Brother, yet filled with the 
higheft eſteem and regard for both, and poſ- 
_ felling ſome ſhare of . your's, I truſt, and that 
not a recent acquiſition, but one which I have 
long enjoyed. On account of our former diſ. ' 
appointment, it belongs to me to ſpare your 
teelings, and prevent your fixing an engage- 
ment which I cannot but apprehend would be 
diſtreſſing to you and Mr. Erſkine, I there- 
fore intreat you to defer our intended inter- 
view till the next ſummer, when I hope I may 
have the happineſs of enjoying your ſociety, 
and alſo your Brother's, without being under 
the painful apprehenſion of intruding on the 
forrows of a whole family whom [ ſo highly 
value. 
I beg you, my Lord, and your Brother, to 
accept my fincereft good wiſhes. 
I am, with the greateſt truth, 
Your faithful friend and ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


P. S. I ſhall return to Burton in a few days. 


LETTER 


(331) 
LETTER XX. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the EARL of 
| BUCHAN, 


 _ , BuxToNn-HALL, Feb. 8:6, 1801, 
My Lord, 
1 Requiſition * copied on the other 
ſide of this ſheet will be ſent by this day's 

poſt to Mr. Wrightſon; the Previous Meeting 
will probably be held on the 24th of Feb. the 
County Meeting about the 1oth of March. The 
correſpondence which has led to this iſſue, was 
the moſt tedious and embarraſſing I ever was 
engaged in, from the great diſcouragement 
of our friends, who conſequently heſitated, 
thinking me too bold, and my propoſition pre- 

mature. This difficulty has been got over; 
| _ [ think I may venture to predict our ſuc- 
ceſs. 

[ ſhall be haden to hear-your Lordſhip i is in 
good health, and that you have recovered 
your uſual ſpirits and ſerenity of e 


I am, 
My 3 2 
With moſt cordial regard, 
Your's ever faithfully, . 
C.WYVILL., 


. For this Requiſition ſee the gth of the Preliininary Papers in 
this Volume. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 


From the Earr of BUCHAN to the Rev. 
C. WyYviILL, 
Dry BuRGn-ABBEY, February 13th, 1801. 


© Rev. and Dear Sir, 
SEE the good effects of that forbearance 


which I took the liberty of recom- 
mending to the Friends of the Country 
laſt ſummer, and in which ſentiment I had the 
fatisfation of meeting your's, which has been 
ſo uniformly direfted toward the honour and 
welfare of thoſe with whom you are politically 
connected. A very general agreement in ent 
ment ſeems to be taking place every where in re- 
laliom to public affairs.; and little doubt I think 
is to be entertained of the iſſue being in ſome 
degree favourable to the wiſhes of thoſe who 
are ſincerely defirous of promoting the peace 


and proſperity of the Kingdom. 
From your great and truly reſpectable county 


of York, the Public will look for a pattern of 
firmack, united with moderation in all their 
- and I am confident we ſhall not 

be diſappointed. In my ſituation, fo perfectly 
free fro: all political engagements or connec- 
tions, and confidering the whole tenor of a 
life dedicated to the duties of a private 
Country Gentleman, or to ſciemific and lite- 
rary Purſuit, 4. cannot be imagined that in 
wiſhing ſucceſs to the Petition of the County 
of York at this criſis, I can be actuated by any 
motive ſeparate from the good of the Commu- 
nity at large; and | do moſt anxiouſly hope 
that the Petition will be ſo guarded and framed 


as to acquire the approbation and fignature 4 
a 
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all the moſt opulent and eminent perſons in 
Yorkſhire; nor have I changed my apinion 
concerning the OI of fabfidiary means 
being uſed by perſons of great property and 
influence, in reſpect of correſpondence with 
his Majeſty's Minitters, or with ſuch of them 
as they may be in habits of friendſhip, to ro- 
preſent, in the moſt authentic and 4 

manner, the urgent neceſſity there- is for a 
change of political meaſure. 

My > ticakh, which was never a has 
ſuffered conſiderably from the continued cold 
and moiſture of the winter; and beſides the un- 
eaſineſs I have had. to undergo from domeſtic 
ſorrows and deprivations, I am not aſhamed to 
acknowledge, however ludicrous it may ſeem to 
a modern apathiſt, that the diſtreſſes of my 
Country and the miferics of Europe at large 
have had a conſiderable ſhare in this combina- 
tion of depreſſing circumſtances. My conft- 
dence-is, and has ever been-in Him who out 
of evil brings forth good, en whom 
we are to no end. Il am, 

| Rev. and Dear Sir, 
 Your's ſincerly, 


BUCHAN. 


— 


hw. 


LETTER XXII. 


From the EARL of BUCHAN t0-the Rev, C. 
Wrv1LL. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
1 conſidered your later to Major 
Cartwright, and am happy to concur with 


Jou in the peaceable and virtuous ſentiments 
therein 
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therein contained; being clearly of opinion, 


that nothing but miſery and -difappointment 
could ariſe from the tumultuous proceedings 
of a depraved Nation of Lazzaront, whole 
wretched dependent circumſtances muſt render 
them incapable of aQing-with any views; Yans 


thoſe of their intereſted Leaders. 


1 conſider your reſpectable political life-: as 
now cloſed, and cloſed with honour; and! 
have much ſatisfaction in reflecting upon the 
part IL have always taken in your conduct. 

That you, and many other ſenſible -and 


worthy men, ſhould have been miſtaken in 


your opinion of Mr. Pitt, and other Public 
Men, can be imputed to no other cauſe than 
the honeſty of your on diſpoſitions and the 
natural confidence we are apt to place in the 
fervour of incorrupted youth. Should you 
find it altogether convenient or agreeable to 
yourſelf to makean excurſion ſo far as Tweed 
ſide, it would give us great pleaſure to meet 
there and ruminate on what is paſt; for hap- 
pily there is nothing, as [ think, with which, 


in reſpect to the Fublio we have to accuſe 


ourſelves. 
I am, Rev. and Dear Sie, 
Wich continued eſteem, 
Your oblized bumble ſervant, 


BUCHAN. 
DavBURGu-ABBEY, June 3d, 18. | 
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LETTER XXIII. 


From the Rev. C. Wyvilk 4o the Ears of 
Bues an. 1 
BuaTon-HALL, June 10th, 180. 
My Lord, FENG | 
N the courſe of my political life I have met 
with many diſappointments, . and many 
mortifications; but in no part of it with more 
or greater than in the laſt ſix months; yet 1 


feel my mind ftill unbroken and erect as ever. 


This 1 owe to the perfect ſatisfaction of a con- 
ſcience free from any juſt reproach reſpecting 
the Public; and in no ſmall degree alſo to the 
continued eſteem with which I have. been en- 
couraged and ſupported by wiſe and good men. 
think with pride that 1 enjoy the approba- 
tion of ſuch men. And one teſtimonial of 


eſteem from a Patriot of Lord Buchan's un- 


queſtionable virtue is more than- ſufficient in 
my mind to compenſate every mortification. 
I feel this to be ſtrictly true at preſent, af- 

ter the peruſal of your Lordſhip's kind letter 
of the 3d of June; and, in returning my ſin- 
cere acknowledgments, I wiſh I could make 
my expreſſions adequate to my feelings. | 

Conſidering my advanced age, and the ſtill 


continued infatuation of the Public, I think it 


more than probable that I may never more at- 
tend any Popular Meeting for the ſupport of 
Liberty. But ſhould a reverſe of fortune in 


this eventful War produce a change in the 


ſentiments of the Country, of this part of it 
more particularly, before all ſtrength and vi- 


gour have abſolutely left me, ] ſhall think it an 


incumbent duty to give the beſt aſſiſtance in 
| any 


| 
| 
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my power to younger men, who will be able 
and willing, I hope, to undertake the labo- 
rious taſk of managing ſuch buſineſs. But 
whatever part I may take in any future legal 
ſtruggle in defence of Conſtitutional Liberty, 
I truſt it will be found conſiſtent with my paſt 
conduct, and will continue to me the honour 
of your approbation. N 

I ſhould be very happy to accept your Lord- 
ſhip's invitation; and I hope in the courſe of 
this ſummer it may be in my power to viſit ' 
you at Dryburgh-Abbey. When I can fix the 


time nearly, I will again writez and though 
_. unfortunately' diſappointed before in a fimilar 


plan, I flatter myſelf I ſhall not experience 
diſappointment again, or have freſh reaſou to 
regret being deprived of an opportunity of be- 
ing perſonally acquainted with your Lordſhip; 
after having for a ſeries of years received ſo 
many proofs of your efteem and kind'regard*, 
I am, my Lord, it ts | 
Your much obliged | 
and moſt faithful ſervant, - 
C. WYVILE. 
In this letter, and in the three letters which immediately fol- 
low it, there is little to be found which is not rather perſonal than 
of a public nature, Vet, fince theſe four letters may enable the 
reader more clearly to appreciate the character of the Noble 
Patriot, the Editor was unwilling to ſuppreſs them, Jo the laſt 
of theſe four letters, Lord Buchan's zeal to do honour to the cha- 
raer of Sir George Savile, his regret and diſguſt at the ruined 
flate-of the Conſtitution, and his pious reſignation to the Divine 


Will, when expreſſing his wiſh to be transferred to another and 
better ſtate of exiſtence, will probably meet general approbation. 


- Undoubtedly the enthuſiaſm of the Noble Lord in the Cauſe of 


Liberty is ſincete; it is the ardour of a virtuous mind, powerfully 
attached from principle, from habit, and even from the prejudice 


of - his family to our happy Conſtitution; actuated by a benevo- 


has morality, and controuled by a deep and habitual ſenſe of Re- 
1g10N, a 
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LETTER XXIV. | 

From the EARL of BUCHAN to the Rev. 

| C. WrviLL. N 

Dear Sir, | | . 
Have had the pleaſure to receive your's. of 
the 28th ult. mentioning the 19th inſtant 
as the day you expect to favour me with your 

long-meditated viſit. © | Nos 
It will afford me great ſatisfaction, and I 
hope you will be accompanied by any of your 
family or friends who may happen-to find it 


convenient to be of the paxty on that occaſion. 
Lady Buchan, alſo, who has ſo often heard 


your name honourably mentioned in my houſe | 


with affectionate eſteem, and every where 
with reſpe&, looks forward with ſatisfaQtion 
to your being under our roof. I am, | 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
With ſincere eſteem, 
Your obliged, humble ſervant, 


| BUCHAN. 
DaYBURGH-ABBEY, Fuly 34, 1801. 


„% 2. 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the EARL of 


BochAN. 


 BurToN-HALL, Auguft 7th, 1801. 
My Lord, | 


FTER 1 had viſited my friends at Cap- 


pleaſure on Monday laſt to return home, and 
to behold my whole family re- united in per- 
tect health. | 

| Y During 


- . 
— — —_——C . TTT ——— 


heaton, Benton, and Durham, I had the 
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During my abſence, buſineſs I found had 
grown upon me, which required immediate 
attention, I have quickly diſpatched it; and 
I now ſeize with eagerneſs an early opportu- 
nity to pay my acknowledgments and heart- 
felt ar thanks for your kindneſs and Lady 
Buchan's ; which made my ſtay at Dryburgh 
one of the brighteſt and happieſt portions of 
my life, and ſtored my mind with a fund of 
recollections which I ſhall long retrace with 
pleaſure. 5 

During my ſtay in . IN 


ſited the worthy Dean of Wincheſter, at 


Kirkley ; and though I found him deeply af- 
flicted at the loſs beloved daughter, I yet 


found he did not leſs ſenſibly feel for the en- 


dangered Liberty of his Country ; and when I 
named the new Biography, in which the lite 
of his friend Sir G. Savile is to be compriſed, I 
found him intereſted in a high degree, that 
juſtice ſhould be done completely to the cha- 
racter of our Great Patriot. Before I left Kirk- 
ley he promiſed to collect materials for the 
life of Sir G. Savile from Mr. Hartley and 
other friends, to add more from his own ſtock, 


and ** draw up the account himſelf, I en- 


couraged the Dean to undertake this taſk, as 
a perſon perfectly well qualified to execute 
it with all the force and eloquence we could 
wiſh; and with a more intimate knowledge of 
Sir George, as a relation, connected in friend- 
ſhip with him for many years, than is poſ- 
ſeſſed, probably, by any other of his friends: 

and flatter myſelf, my Lord, that you will 


agree with me in chinking chat this pious ” 
ce 
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fice could not eaſily be committed to a fitter or 
worthier perſon. | | 

I have juſt ſent Mr. Maclaurin ſome copies 
of my Political Collection, and of the Letter 
to Mr, Cartwright, for himſelf, Mr. Henry 
Erſkine, and Dr. Anderſon. They are accom- 
panied with a very ſmall packet containing a 


copy of Mr. Cartwright's letter to myſelf, and 


two or three copies of my anſwer, which I beg 
your Lordſhip to accept. You will, I imagine, 
receive them from your Brother. 

Mrs. Wyvill defires to unite her compli- 
ments with mine, to you, my Lord, and to 
Lady Buchan, Mine alſo attend Miſs Erſkine, 
with every good wiſh to her and all the family. 


lam, with the ſincereſt eſteem and affection, 


My Lord, 
| Your's ever, 1 
| C. WYVILL. 
— — re a rn er EIS Ie Ie 
LETTER XXVL 


From the EaARL of BUCHAN 5 the Rev. 
C. WrVyII. 


D&YBURGH-ABBEY, 448 15/6, 1801; 
My Dear Sir, 


OUR letter of the 2th which I received ye- 
ſterday gave me great ſatisfaction, and I 


pray God that the worthy perſons who have 


it in their power to embalm the memory of 
the excellent Sir George Savile, may be pre- 
ſerved and enabled to perform the pious and 


meritorious office, The reſpectable Dean of 


Y-2 | Wincheſter 
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Wincheſter and Mr. Hartley are, I dare fay, 
acquainted with the worth and abilities of 
Dr. George Gregory, Rector of Low Layton, 
Eſſex, and Chaplain to the Biſhop of Landaf 
who ſucceeded the Rev. Dr. Kippis in the 
conducting of the new edition of the Bi 

phia, to whom, or to the Conductor of that 
noble work, the Dean will be pleaſed to tranſ- 
mit the manuſcript when ready for inſertion, 
and it may be conſidered whether it would 
not be right to publiſh the work ſeparately 
in a handſome form, with an Appendix of 
original correſpondence, and a Buſto of Sir 
George from Nollekens's model, engraved 
for the Frontiſpiece. From this larger work 


a digeſt would be prepared by Dr, Gregory 


for the Biographia Britannica; for it muſt be 
yet a conſiderable time before that work can 
arrive at the article of Sir George Savile, and 
it may be beneficial to ſociety that ſo noble 
an example of public and private virtue 
ſhould be quickly given to our country, and 
to ſociety at large. I ſhall be greatly pleaſed 
to re-peruſe the correſpondence with Major 
Cartwright, which, I dare ſay, Dr. Anderſon 
or my Brother, or Mackuria, will forward to 
me. My worthy friend and ancient corre- 
| ſpondent, I am glad I am old, and that my 
conſtitution does not promiſe me long life, 
| ſeeing that I have ſurvived what renders life 
cheerful and pleaſant, the order and conſtitu- 
tion of things under which one has been ac- 
cuſtomed to live, and the fabric of civil laws 
and cuſtomswhich had become habitual to 
me and to my family. , 


(34 
I am now, I think, far advanced in the 
fifthact of my life, and (in pere refienation 
to the Divine will J Fam deſirous to be dif- 
ſolved, and to be with God in another ſtate 
of exiſterice, more ſuited to ths nature and 

ſentiment. 
Lady Buchan and my Niece join in. kind 
wiſhes to you and your family, and 1 remain, 
My dear Sir, 
With friendly affection, your's, 
BUCHAN, 


Extract of LETTER XXVII. 


From the Eakl. of BuchAx Jo the Rev, 
C. Wrvitrr. 
My Dear Sir, 
12 intereſting ee at t Dry- 
burgh-Abbey, and our ancient corre- 
ſpondence on public matters, would have 
induced me to have returned that viſit when 
I was on an excurſion to Cumberland about 
twenty months ago, but I was fo fituated as 
not to have it in my power. I have for a 
long time deſiſted from even beſtowing a 
thought on political ſubjects, ſo far as they 
regard Great Britain, they being, I believe, 
quite out of the reach of private aid or ad- 
monition. That has come to paſs, which I 
alluded to in my early and latter correſpon- 
dence with you as Ancient Chairman of the 
Committee of the County of York. 
Lady Buchan joins in beſt compliments to 
youand Mrs, Wyvill, and in beſt wiſhes for 
1 the 
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the welfare of your family, and I remain, 
with true eſteem, | 
55 Your obliged humble ſervant, 45 
BUCHAN. 


Ebix Buseck, Merch 18th, 1805. 
——  _____———______ _ 
Extract of LETTER XXVII. 


From the Rev. C. WryviLL to ihe EARL of 
BUCHAN. 


R March 22d, 1805, 
My Lord, 

ITH reſpe& to-the gloomy tate of po 

litics at preſent, I certainly agree with 

your Lordſhip. I think the Court has ſuc- 
ceeded completely in what has been the uni- 
form purſuit of nearly this whole Reign. Vet 
reſpecting the future fate of the Nation, whe- 
ther it is deſtined to ſubmit, with the abject 
baſeneſs of men, too cowardly, or too corrupt 
to be free, or a ſtruggle will be made to re- 
cover our Parliament to that independence 
which alone can render it uſeful. ro the Coun- 
try, I do not pretend to form an opinion, 1 
cannot ſay I {ce diſtinctly any ground of hope 
that the balance of the Conſtitution can be 
righted by ſuch means as we alone wiſh to be 
employed. And other means, if they ſhould 
be unfortunately reſorted, to, would certainly 
_ occaſion the molt dreadful calamities z and 
yet the reſtoration of Liberty by ſuch hazard- 
ous efforts would be a moſt uncertain conſe- 
quence. I therefore molt. anxioufly depre- 
cate any forcible ſtruggle; and if that * 
e 


MT 
be prevented, even in the event of great dif- 
content ariſing in the Country in the coarſe 
of this War, I then ſhould hope a favourable 
turn to Public Affairs might be given, by wiſe 
and virtuous men taking the opportunity 
which adverſity would again preſent, to pro- 
mote meaſures, which, if not amounting to a 
juſt and full correction of abuſes, would yet 
leave Liberty in a ſtate of improvement and in- 
creaſed ſecurity. But this it muſt be owned is 
a precarious and doubtful ſpeculation; and it 
affords no very ſubſtantial conſolation in the 
gloomy circumſtances in which we are placed. 

Mrs. Wyvill begs to join me in compli- 
ments to Lady Buchan; and if it ſhould 
be in your 2 on your next excurſion 
into England with her, to viſit Burton, it 
would give us great pleaſure to have the ho- 
nour of receiving Lady Buchan and your 
Lordſhip. * I am, 

My Lord, 
' Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
Y 4 C. WYVIEL. 


The Editor's grateful acknowledgments are due to the Earl 
of Buchan ; and he pays them with the ſincereſt pleaſure, for the 
— which his mind has found during a long political ſtruggle, 
often in circumſtances of a diſcouraging tendency, from the 
many expreſſions of his decided approbation, with which his Lord- 
ſhip has honoured him. But his thanks are particularly due to 
Lord Buchan for the friendly zeal with which he prompted him, 
at Dryburgh- Abbey, when he had recently performed his pro- 
miſed taſk to publiſh the Papers of the Yorkſhire Commirtee, to 
add his private correſpondence of a — period ; of which 
the greater part is now offered to the Public in this and a preced- 
ing Volume; and the Editor is ſtill more obliged to Lord Buchan 
for that truſt in his diſcretion which induced his Lordſhip to 
— at his diſpoſal the whole of his letters, ſome of which had 
unſeen by him for _ years, and all were communications 
of a confidential nature, In the execution of this 3 
| uu 
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truſt, the Editor has been guided by motives which, he hopes, 
will juſtify the confidence of his Noble Correſpondent. He has 


forborne to publiſh a conſiderable part of the correſpondence, be- 


cauſe it related to ſubjects not ſufficiently intereſting to the Pub- 
lic. But after the ſuppreſſion of theſe I tters, thoſe which te- 
mained, and which have been ſelected for inſertion here, are nu- 
merous and important; and in them the political ſentiments and 
views of the Noble Patriot are clearly diſplayed. 
The Editor dares to add, it would baye been well for the 
community if the Peerage of theſe Countries had been generally 
animated with Lord Buchan's zeal for the genuine principles of 
the Conſtitution, and had ated with the ſame unqueſti in- 


tegrity, on the ſame pacikc views to ſupport them. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXIX. 


Containing the EpiToR's Correſpondence with 
_ the Marquis of LansDown. 


LETTER I, 


From the Marquis of LansDOWN fo the 
Rey. C. WrvIII. | 


LoxBoN, 3tob April, 1792. 
Sir, | | | | 
Return you many thanks for the honour 
of your Pamphlets, I have ſo much vene- 
ration and affection for, the memory of Dr. 
Price, that I feel every (juſtice; done to it as 
an obligation to myſelf. | 
I am very glad that you find any encou- 
ragement to reſume the views in the proſe. 
cution of which you acted fo honourable and 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a part. I always conſidered the 
_ continuance of the Adminiſtration of 1782 in 
office, as ſtaked to the obtaining the great point 
of increaſing the County Repreſentation, if 
not the ſhortening the duration of Parliament, 
which were the objects, that the ſound part 
of the Public had for a long time agreed in 
adopting, I obtained a promiſe in favour of 
the one, and never gave up the other. How 
the plan afterwards came to be changed for 
one to which nobody was pledged, and which 
2 therefore 
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therefore had no chance of ſucceeding, always 
has been, and {till remains a myſtery to me. 

I conſider the Teſt-Act as a diſgrace to the 
Church; but after what has paſſed I think 
the Diſſenters have no buſineſs to ſtand for- 
ward as principals. They may prove active 
and powerful affiftants towards obtaining 
points of a more comprehenſive nature, 
which, once accompliſhed, the Teſt-A& and 
other leſſer enormities will of themſelves 
crumble to nothing. . 

am ſorry to add that there is no diſpoſi- 
tion in the Weſt; but it is to be hoped that 
it will not be found altogether void of life, 
if ferious and well calculated meaſures are 
brought forward elſewhere. But I perfectly 
agree with you, that whatever plan is pro- 
ceeded upon, requires to be adapted to the 
ſpirit of the preſent times, and the progreſs 
which Conſtitutional Principles have fince 
made. Iam, * 

With great conſideration and eſteem, 
| Sir; = IO? 

Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 

LANSDOWN. *. 


* The Editor covld not prepare this ſeries of letters for the 
preſs without feeling afreſh the moſt” fincere concern and ſorrow 
jor the event of his Noble Correſpondent's death, A Stateſman 
like Lord Lanſdown, able, eloquent, and liberal, whoſe judg- 
ment was marured by experience, whoſe. ſyſtem of policy 
was pacific, whoſe zeal for the true principles of our Con- 
Aitution was fincere, and wheſe age gave authority to his 
counſels, though it had impaired the vigour of his body, 
coold ill be ſpared ia the preſent difficulties and dangers 
which ſurround the Nation. Ihe death of Lord 'Lanfdown in 
the laſt ſummer, was indeed a misfortune to the Public; and to 
the Editor, who was honoured for many years with his friend] 
gocd-will, aud finally with a'ſhare in his confidence, it was a 
which be will always lament, | 


At 


- 


* 
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LETTER II. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the MARqu1s | 


of LANSDOWN, 
BoxToN-HALL, near Bedale, Torkfpire , 
& May 46, 1792. 
My. Lord, 
[ HAVE received the honour of your Lord- 
ſhip's letter of the 2oth of April ; which, 
having been directed to York, did not reach 
Burton till yeſterday ; and I find, with parti- 
cular ſatisfaction, that my attempt to do juſ- 
tice to the character of Dr. Price, and to 
recommend a temperate and timely correc- 
tion of abuſes in the State and in the Church, 
is honoured with your Lordſhip's approba- 


tion. And though ſome late ſpeeches in 


Parliament 


At an early part of his political courſe, the Editor received the 
firſt marks of Lord Lanſdown's eſteem in converſation, and in 
correſpondence with his Lordſhip during ſeveral years in which 
he ated as Chairman of the Yorkſhire Committee, Ia the year 
1785 the conduct of Mr. Pitt, at that time the King's principal 
Miniſter, afforded the Yorkſhire Gentlemen reaſon to expect 
that the renovation of the Conſtitution, which was the great ob- 
ject of their Aſſociation, through his influence and perſevering 
fidelity to his principles and his engagement might be obtained. 
At this time, therefore, the Editor, though he retained a high 
reſpect for the character of Lord Lanſdown, as a fincere and uni- 
form Friend to the Cauſe of Political Reform, yet thought it his 
duty, for the promotion of that Cauſe, more particularly to at- 
tach himſelf ro Mr. Pitt. Still expecting that the time would 
come when the greateſt benefits to his Country would be derived 
from that Miniſter's patriotic zeal, the Editor remained politi- 
cally connected with him till the year 1793. In the intermediate 
ſpace of time, from 178g to 1793, he had no perſonal intercourſe 
with Lord Lanſdown; and during that period, the only letter 
which he received from his Lordſhip was that which ſtands the 


firſt of this ſeries, and in which his opinion of the defence of Dr. 
Price is favourably exprefſed. In 1794 the Editor publiſhed the 
firſt three Volumes of this Collection, in which were included 
Papers and Letters reſpeRting Lord Lanſdown, and rticularly 
the Editor, through the Rev. Francia 

Dodſworth 


pecting his Meſſage to 
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Parliament bear a very unfavourable aſpect 
to any Reformation in the State, yet I am 
inclined to believe that the time is not diſtant, 
when objections to engage ferionfly in the 
taſk of removing the grievances complained 
of, grounded merely on the circumſtances of 
the time and the mode, will give way to the 
declared ſenſe of many conſiderable Diſtricts, 
which will undoubredly be conveyed to Par- 
liament next winter from the Noi th of Eng- 
land, with greater energy, and in more nu- 

merous Petitions, than in any former period. 

And I think it not improper to add, that in 
the moſt populous parts of Yorkſhire the 


Dodſworth; by whom he intimated his intention, as a Miniſter, 
to ſupport the meaſures of the Yorkſhire Aﬀociation - 

Soon after the publication of thoſe Volumes, the Editor was. ” 
fummoned to attend as a witneſs on the trial of Mr. Horne Tooke 
and other State Priſeners. During his ftay in London on that 
occaſion, Lord Lanſdown expreſſed a wiſh to ſee him z/ and the 
Editor having waited on his Lordſhip accorrdingly, explained 
kis conduct reſpecting the meſſage, &c. ſo folly to Lord Lanſdown's 
ſatislaction, and was himſelf fo highly grattfied by the frank and 
generous manner in which his Lordſhip expreſſed his approba- 
tion of the Editor's conduct, and his own continued attachment 
- the cauſe of Reform, that from that interview the former mutual 
eſteem was increaſed, and a confidential intercourſe gradually 
took place, which continued, without intermiſſion, to the clofe 
ef Lord Lanſdown's life, But while the Editor has been cha- 
tacterizing this troly-wiſe and patriotic Stateſman, he has here 
blended with his merited praiſe the detail of ſome very minute 
ſelf. perſonalities. He is ſenfible of the impropriety, yet he hopes 
o meet the indulgent Reader's excuſe. Ihe ſtatement of the 
eircumftances alluded to is neeeſfary, that the accuracy of his 
aſſertion to Vir. Maſon in his letter of the 19h of July, 1794. f 
retpecting his being then unconnected with Lord Lanfdown, may 
be eſtabliſhed beyond the poſſibility of doubt. | 

ges thef: Papers refpeAing the Meffago at page 330, &. in the 3d 
Volume of Political Papers. | 

+ For this letter fee the th Volume of Preliminary Papers, page 215+ 
The Editor's veracity in the aſſei tion which the Reader will find there, as 
it refpeRt; the Duke of Grafton and the Duke of Portland, needs no expla- 
nation; and a» it reſpeAs Ms, Fox, it will be demonſtrated in the proper 


place: * 
prineiples 
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principles of Mr. Paine are ſpreading with 
rapidity, not only at Sheffield, where 2000 

Manufacturers are aſſociated, but alſo in the - 
neighbourhood. of Leeds, Wakefield, and 
Halifax, where ] believe men in power do 
not ſuſpect any ſuch diſpoſition, at leaſt, I 
have not obſerved that circumſtance to have 
been named in Parliament, though the Aſſo- 
ciations of Sheffield and Mancheſter have. 
The ſame diſpoſition. is alſo ſpreading among 
the lower claſſes of the people in the adjoin- 
ing County of Derby. This diſaffection to 
the Conſtitution is much increaſed within a 
few weeks; and had I been aware of ſome of 
the circumſtances now mentioned previouſly 
to the publication -of the Defence, I ſhould 
certainly have expreſſed my apprehenſions in 
much ſtronger terms. 

With reſpect to the repeal of the Teſt. 
Acts, I have the honour entirely to concur 
in ſentiments with your Lordſhip. - I wrote 
in favour of the Repeal of thoſe Acts, becauſe 
I thought them unjuſt to a very deſerving 
body of men, and as diſhonourable to Reli- 
gion as they are contradictory to the princi- 
ples of Liberty. But if the Diſſenters were 
to aſk my opinion, whether their application 
for a repeal of thoſe oppreſlive laws ſhould 
be renewed, I ſhould have no heſitation to 
declare, that 1 do not conceive that the mea- 
ſure can be brought forward again, with any 
advantage to the cauſe of Toleration, till the 
ſentiments of the generality of the Nation 
have been better reconciled to the idea of 
complete Religious Freedom. And even 

| were 
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were the Public properly prepared for that 

meaſure, and for ſome temperate Reform in 

he Church, it ſeems evident, that both thoſe 

alutary meaſures ought to be kept back till 

a moderate Reformation of Parliament can 

be obtained, which they would then follow, 

in all probability, as the natural and expected 
conſequences. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordihip's moſt faithful 
and obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


. — —— 
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LETTER II. 


From the Rev. C. WrvIII to the Manqpts 
of LANSDOWN. 


; Bun rox-HALL, May tek, 1795» 
My Lord, 
HE incloſed Reſolutions are the reſult of 
converſation with Mr. Francis, when I 
was in London on account of the late State 
Trials, and of ſubſequent correſpondence with 
other Members of the Society to whom they 
are addreſſed, after my return to Burton. 
In conſequence of theſe communications, they 
have received various corrections, which have 
moulded them into the ſhape in which they 
are now laid before your Lordſhip, and in 
which it has been reſolved to ſubſmit them 
to the Friends of the People ®. Mr. F rancis, 


For theſe Reſolutions ſee the 1oth Preliminary Paper in the 
third Volume of Political — N 
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by the laſt poſt, informed me that the Society 
are very ſoon to reſume their Meetings, 
when theſe Reſolutions are to be taken into 
their immediate conſideration. If adopted 
by that Society, they probably - would be 
agreed to by many other Aſſociations; and 
thus the Friends of Political Reformation, 
by confining their views within moderate 
bounds, would prevent the danger of a Re- 
' volution, to which a "Theoretical Reform 
might expoſe us ; and by propoſing no 
changes but thoſe which Mr. Pitt himſelf, in 
1785, propoſed, or what in principle agree 
with them, would be enabled very much to 
diſconcert his oppoſition, and thus gain, per- 
haps, the only advantage from which ſucceſs 
at preſent, can be hoped for. I am certain 
theſe views will meet your Lordſhip's appro- 
bation; and though I would not flatter my- 
ſelf roo much, 1 yet hope and truſt the pro- 
poſitions themſelves are alſo - ſuch as you 
could approve, and would conſider as a pro- 
per conciliatory offer, if generally adopted by 
the Popular Societies. f 
With all good wiſhes to your Lordſhip 
perſonally, as well as high reſpe& on a public 
account, | 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your moſt faithful and 
_ obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 
+ In the year 1803, the Editor, who had then determined to + 
- Publiſh theſe two Volumes of his private correſpondence, applied 
rſonally to Lord Lanſdown for his permiſſion to inſert a ſelect 


ies of his Lordſhip's letters, with which requeſt he moſt frank! 
| — 
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LETTER IV. | 
From ihe Rev. C. Wyviil to the Mx 
of LANsDOWN.: | x 


es ww _ =azr_Cq4 ws 


"Sh | BuzxTon-HALL, Dec. 6th, 179g, 
My Lord, | 
AVING an opportunity to convey this 
letter to your Lordſhip by a ſafe hand, [ 
avail myſelf to ſay ſome things I ſhould not 
commit to paper in the uſual' conveyance o 
the poſt. | | 
In the firſt place be aſſured, my Lord, I feel 
myſelf much honoured by the confidential 
truſt you are pleaſed to repoſe in me. I under- 
ſtand ' the letter you mean to confide to my 
care *, contains a vindication of your conduct 


complied, The letters ſeleed for this purpoſe were then ſub- 
mitted to Lord Lanſdown's inſpection; and the publication of 
them received his approbation ſpecifically on the peruſal of each 
letter. This Number comprehends all the letters which Lord Lanſ- 
down thus expreſsly allowed to be publiſhed. But though other 
valuable letters from Lord Lanſdown have been preſerved by the 
Editor, he forbears to publiſh them at preſent, becauſe they were 
not included in the ſeries which was ſhewn to his Lordſhip in 
1803, and which, on peruſal, he allowed to be publiſhed. The 
| _ er to this letter is among thoſe which are excluded from this 
cries. | 
If the inquiſitive Reader ſhould wiſh to aſk why theſe ſuppreſſed 
letters were nct ſhown to Lord Lanſdown in 1803, the Editor 
truly anſwers becauſe his Noble Correſpondent's health was then 
very infirm; and the Editor feared that too extenſive a peruſal of 
his letters might be injurious to him. For this reaſon, and alſo 
becauſe expreſſions of a perſonal nature occurred in one or two of 
the letters, which ſeemed to render their appearance unadviſable. 
the Editor determined to ſelect the moſt important part of the 
correſpondence, but to keep back thoſe letters which appeared 
leſs important, or which, from motives of delicacy, he wiſkcd to 
ſtpone to a more convenient time. 
* 'The Editor was miſtaken in his ſuppoſition that the Paper 
intended by Lord Lanſdown to be put into his hands would con- 
tain a vindication of his conduct, reſpecting Parliamentary Re- 
form. He afterwards underſtood that it contained his opinion 
and advice reſpecting the beſt mode of reforming Parliament. 
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reſpecting Parliamentary Reform; I rejoice at 
your having drawn it up; I accept the honour- 
able truſt with pleaſure, and will punctuallyx 
obſerve, and to the utmoſt of my power fulfil 
the conditions which you may annex to it. 
With reſpe& to Yorkſhire, I wiſh to ſay 
ſomewhat in confidence, that may prevent un- 
fortunate miſtakes. Oa the firſt of December. 
we were greatly out-numbered indeed, © Our 
friends went home, however, not difpirited, 
much leſs difſatisfied with the meaſures pro- 
poſed; and, in fact, much more was done than 
could have been done a year ago. But York- 
ſhire muſt not be expected to add any conſi- 
derable weight to the popular ſcale, till the 
Clothiers have felt a check in their manu- 
fadure, or the Yeomea a fall in the produce 
of their farms. When either of theſe events 
has taken place, we ſhall be able to come for- 
ward with a powerful effect; more eſpecially, 
if at the ſame time Miniſters ſhould be com- 
pelled to bring forward an additional Land= 
Tax. 28 
At preſent many of the Gentry are adverſe, 
ſome violently ſo; the Freeholders are better 
inclined to our meaſures; but they want intel- 
ligence and zeal; and till they feel the preſ- 
ſure of calamity, little active ſupport to the 
moſt regular and pacific oppoſition can be ex- 
pected from them. | 
| coaclude with my beſt wiſhes to your Lord- 
ſhip, particularly for the ſpcedy recovery of 
jour health, and am ever, | 
My Lord, 
Moſt faithfully your's, 
„„ a. 6. RS 
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LETTER V. 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Ma Rquis 


2 


of LansDOWN. 


FuxToNn-HALL, Dec. 31/, 170c, 
My Lord, 2 2 
1 Take the firſt opportunity, after my return 

from Mr. Duncombe's, to acknowledge the 
favour of your Lordſhip's letter, though I cau- 
not ſufficiently expreſs the pleaſure I received 
from its contents. It is impoſſible that 1 
ſhould not feel a pride in your approbation of 
my conduct, with a degree of heart-felt ſatis- 
faction far outweighing the diſagreeable ſen- 
ſations which the outrageous abuſe of my ad- 
verſaries muſt naturally occaſion. I have how- 
ever the pleaſure to inform your Lordſhip that 
my juſtificatory paper has had the full effect! 
expected, or even could wiſh. The injuſtice 
and abſurd malignity of my accuſers ſeems 
to be generally felt; I ſtand abſolved in 
the opinion of the Gentlemen; and even 
the Freeholders perceive how groſsy I has 
been miſrepreſented to them. 

But no vigorous oppoſition to the meaſured 
of Adminiſtration can be expected from this 
County till the conſequences of the War have 

been much more ſeverely felt. Even in other 
parts of the Kingdom which have been more 
awake to the impending dangers from the con- 
tinuance of the War, and. the extention of the 

wer of the Crown, many ſeem to have re- 
lapſed into that ftate of inactivity or deſpond- 
ing acquieſcence fromwhich the violent = 
| 81 ures 
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ſures of- Miniſters had rouzed them. It is a 
diſtreſſing conſideration that ſo little. good 
ſenſe ſhould be manifeſted by the Nation, and 
that our only rational hope of preſerving any 
portion of Public Freedom is derived not from 
any general perception of its value, but from 
the calamitous conſequences which the pride 
and obſtinacy of Miniſters are bringing upon 
us. I agree with your Lordſhip entirely 
that it is the War alone that can open the eyes 
of our Countrymen; and ſince War is certain 
to be continued, Miniſters are ſure to furniſh 

calamity added to calamity, till at laſt patience 
itſelf can bear no more. I am glad to tee ſuch 
men as Mr. Fox and the Duke of Bedford aſ- 
ſociating for the purpoſe: of obtaining a repeal 
of the two late deteſtable Acts; but I am hurt 
to find the word only added; it does indeed 
narrow their ground ſtrangely; and fo to nar- 
row it was neither a politic meaſure, nor 
one which it was not eaſy to have avoided. - 
The omiſſion of that word would have left an 
opening to admit the more important meaſure 
of Reform ; which is now excluded by their 
declaration that the repeal alluded to is the 
only purpoſe of the Aſſociation. I think, in con- 
ſequence of this excluſive limitation, their ob- 
ject, though in itſelf a valuable one, will not 
be ſufficiently intereſſing to the Nation at large, 
to produce any degree of union that will be 
eſſectual, I wiſh therefore the word only had 
been ſtruck out; and if the Whig Club are 
not prepared at preſent to aſſociate on any par- 
ticular plan of Reform, I wiſh at leaſt they 


had in general terins included Reform, and re- 
ſolved 
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ſolved at ſome future meeting to prepare a 
plan for that purpcſe. Your Lordſhip's firm- 
neſs on the occaſion highly reſpect and ap- 
plaud; and I hope the time is not far diftant 
when you and your friends may come forward 
upon that ftrong ground which Mr Fox has 
neglected to occupy, and may be joined by 
bim upon it ®, His Club, as a Body, cannot 
paſs the limits which they have preſcribed; 
but the Individuals may, and from your Lord- 
ſhip's honourable and conſiſtent conduct, I 
hope they will. 

I heartily wiſh, my Lord, you may reap all 
the benefit from the Bath waters which you 


expect, and am eyer | 
Your Lordſhip's moſt faithful ſervant, 


C WYVILL. 


® The cenſure pol on the omiſſion of Mr. Fox, here alladed 
to, the Editor will frankly acknowledge to have been haſty and 
injudicious. 

The conduct of that diſtinguiſhed Frieud of Liberty for many 
years has fully convinced the Editor that the omiſſion in queſtion 
| Ought not to be aſcribed to neglect. but to neceflity ; to the ina- 
bility of Mr, Fox at that time to do better for the ſupport of Li- 
berty. Lord Lanſdown, without the leaſt imprudence could, and 
be boldly did declare his ſentiments for a Political Reform, be- 
cauſe he ſtood, if not alone, at leaſt apart from that Great Body 
who had long oppoſed the exceſſive influence of the Crown, 

Mr. Fox, who ſtood at the head of that Body, was for that 
very reaſon bound to act with greater caution. He could effec- 
tually aſſiſt the Cauſe of Liberty ouly by propoſing meaſures to 
- which he could obtain the concurrence of that Body. | 


LETTER 
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705 LETTER VI. . = 
From the Rev. C. WVVI LI. to the MARqy1s 
of LAY8DOWN, 1 
BuxToxn-HALL, May 15th, 1797. 
My Lor d, 2 | 0 
1 Have great ſatisfaction in communicating 
to your Lordſhip the information that a Re- 
quiſition to the Sheriff to call a Meeting of the 
Freeholders of this County is now circulating 
through it; and from the intelligence I have 
received I believe a Meeting will take place in 
conſequence of this overture. Should that be 
the caſe, I flatter myſelf the event will juſtify 
the Mover of it, though much timidity and 
want of concert in the preſent ſtage of the bu- 
fineſs are certainly unfavourable circumſtances. 
The incloſed Paper contains a copy of the Re- 
quiſiton M which I imagine your Lordſhip 
would like to ſee. A Petition to diſmiſs Mi- 
niſters will probably be offered to the Meeting. 
I have the honour to be, 
MyLord, 
Your Lordſhip's very faithful ſervant, 


— 


LETTER VII. 


From the MARQu1s of LAN S DOWN 70 the Rev. 
C. WrvILL. 
Bowoon PARK, 12th June, 1797. 

Dear Sir, 
Should have acknowledged the honour of 
your letter of the 6th of laſt month inſtantly, 
For this Requiſition ſee the al Rate: "—— 

3 : 
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if I had had any thing encouraging to ſay ; but I 
took leave of London laſt week without a hope 
as to either Peace or Reform. Yeſterday's letters 
however are more promiſing as to the firſt, 
though I may perfuade myſelf too readily or 
what I wiſh. They ſay that the French will 
inſiſt on Gibraltar for the Spaniards, who are 
ready to pay handſomely for it. If they pay 
us half what it has coſt us, we ſhall in my 
opinion be very well quit of it. | 

I think you have judged very well in de- 
ferring an Addreſs, if you find that the People 
are not quite up to it. If they are not to-day, 
they will be to-morrow, unleſs prevented by 


a change of meaſures. In the mean time it 


appears to me that Parliamentary Reform has 
taken complete root, and it will be out of the 
power of any Miniſtry to fight it off for any 
length of time, though they may for the pre- 
ſent. I ſend you under another cover a paper 
from Ireland, which deſerves to be read as a 
compoſition, It is written by a Difſenting Ger- 
gyman, at Belfaſt, whoſe name I do not know, 
and was going to be printed when the' Star 
Office was deftroyed. 

I have the honour to be, with unalterable 
eſteem and attachment, 

3 Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithſul humble ſervant, 
LANSDOWN, 


P. S. I ſuppoſe you know that an attempt 
was made to make an Adminiſtration entirely 
of Anti-Keformers, but failed. 
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LETTER VIII. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Marquis 
of LANSDOWN. oh 


WL * Bux Tox-HALL, Jan. 16th, 1798. 
My Lord, | 
Incloſe for your Lordſhip's inſpection a 
copy of Reſolutions “, which I hope are 
likely to be adopted as the ground of an Aſſo- 
ciation of ſeveral Counties in the North of 
England. They have been ſeen and approved 
by ſome worthy friends of mine in Durham and 
Northumberland. They have been ſhewn to 
Mr. Grey, and through him to Mr. Fox; and 
they have been approved by both thoſe Geatle- 
men: they have alſo been ſhewn to ſeveral of my 
friends in Yorkſhire, from whoſe approbation 
of them I am. encouraged to 'hope that in the 
event of a ſucceſsful Meeting of this County 
there would be no very great difficulty in pro- 
curing the general aſſent of the Yorkſhire Gen- 
tlemen to an Aſſociation on the ground of theſe 
Reſolutions. But whether a ſucceſsſul Meet- 
ing can be held in Yorkſhire this Spring or 


not, is a queſtion on which no deciſive opinion 


can yet be formed. If the principal friends of 
Mr. Fox, who are connected with Yorkſhire,will 
engage to give their active perſonal aſfiſtance 
at the Meeting, I have little doubt of ſucceſs, 
though not without a ſevere ftruggle. 


To this effect I have written to Mr. Fox on 


Saturday laſt; and ſhould his friends agree to 


* For theſe Reſolutions ſee the 21ſt Preliminary Paper of the 
preceding Volume, 1 
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give the ſupport that has been ſtated to him as 
neceſſary to inſure ſucceſs, the County Meet- 


ing ſo long pending will take place, I ſhould 


ſuppoſe, ſome time in March, probably the 
firſt week. 

When this important point is ſettled, I will 
not fail to communicate to your Lordſhip the 
earlieſt information of it. | 

In the mean time I thought it might not be 
unacceptable intelligence to inform you, my 
Lord, what is in agitation in this part of Eng- 
land, though the buſineſs is ſtill in an incipi- 
ent ſtate, and nothing is yet aſcertained, or 
agreed on reſpecting the meditated Meetings. 

I have the pleaſure to add, that ſince my re- 
turn from York, I have found from various 


quarters that the Reſolutions of the firſt of Ja- 


nuary have been generally approved. 
I hope this letter will find your Lordſhip 
returned from Bath in perfect health. 
Believe me ever, my Lord, 
Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


C. WYVILL. 


P. 8. Your Lordſhip is requeſted to attend 
to the words underlined in the ſecond of theſe 
Reſolutions. They were choſen to allow of - 
compromiſe or latitude reſpecting the disfrana 
chiſement of the obnoxious Boroughs. With- 
out ſuch a latitude, I do not ſee how your 
Lordſhip, in concurrence with Mr, Fox and Mr. 
Grey, can have any reaſonable proſpect of ef- 
fecting a Reformation in Parliament, and yet 
avoiding the calamities of a Civil War. But 
with this latitude it may be in your power, 
and I am perfectly ſure you are all reſolved 

to 
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to do the beſt you can for the Public, With 
reſpect to the admiſſion of Taxed Houſehol- 
ders to the right of voting, there is not the 
fame difficulty, and therefore I hope the 
Friends of Reformation will generally be 
found to approve that article without limita- 
tion, I ſhall certainly feel moſt happy if 
your Lordſhip ſhould approve it, and think 
no relaxation on that point ought to be ad- 


" mitted, 


— 


— 
LETTER IX. 


From the MARO UI of LANS DOWN to the 
Rev. C. WrviLL. 


Lox box, 23d January, 1798. 


Dear Sir, 
[ Returned from Bath laſt night, much the 

better for my ſtay there, and received 
upon the road the honour of your letter of the 
16th inſtant. | 

[ do not ſee how any body, except the de- 
termined enemies of all Reform, can object to 
the Reſolutions you propoſe, eſpecially qualified 
as they are in the ſecond. I have notions of 
my own which I am determined, ſooner or 
later, to lay before the Public, and through 
your channel, if you will give me leave, but 
none which come in the way of your Reſolu- 
tions, which have my full aſſent. 

But here is Hanover loſt, and what is much 
worſe for G. B. the Elbe ſhut againſt us. Ihe 
ableſt Commercial Men ſay that getting poſ- 
ſeſſion of Hamburgh by negociation, or _ 

wiſe 
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wiſe, is next to the French getting poſſeſſion 
of London. There are other diſagreeable re- 

ts in circulation, particularly regarding 
Ireland, ſome regarding Scotland. I am afraid 
therefore that our misfortunes will multiply 
upon us too faſt for the ſlow proceeding you 
mention. And yet I perfectly agree with you 
that a defeat is on no account to be riſqued, 
for I am much afraid the conſequence would 
be, by what you mention in your's, a line 
might be drawn between the Rich and the 
Poor, which of all evils is the-one moſt to be 
dreaded. | 

I will with great pleaſure ſubſcribe five 
guineas to the Oeconomiſt, but not more till I 
fee how it proceeds. I read the firſt number 
you were ſo good to ſend me curſorily, (I have 
not it now within reach) but I cannot ſay that 
I quite approve the paper about Leaſes. * 1 
am a friend to Leaſes of a reaſonable length, 
particularly where land is not improved to the 
utmoſt, but it muſt remain in the diſcretion of 
the Proprietor; no legal or conſtitutional in- 
terference can be ſuffered without violating 
the fundamental rights of Property T. I con- 
ſider all the Governments of Europe in the 
light of a retreating army, which, if com- 


manded by an able General, takes poſſeſſion 


of 
For the Paper on Leaſes fee the 1ſt Number of the Oecono- 

miſt, page g. | | 
+ Nothing can be more juſt than the ſentiments here expreſſed 
by Lord 1 anſdown. There is an abſolute neceſſity that the Rights 
of Property ſhould never be violated by any legal interference re- 
ſpecting the mode of management of Landed Eſtates. In the Pa- 
per in queſtion long Leaſes and other regulations ſuppoſed to be 
uſeful are recommended with ſtrenuous zeal to the Proprietors of 
Land; but t4e compulſive adoption of thoſe regulations by any 
; interference 
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of one poſt at a certain diſtance, which they 
determine to defend to the laſt extremity ; and 
that poſt, I conceive, ſhould be, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, the right of property in its 
fulleſt extent. I could ſay a great deal 
upon this ſubject, but I have not time juſt 
now, and perhaps I may in a hurry have miſ- 
taken the tendency of the paper in queſtion. 
In the Weſt the Farmers are by far the leaſt 
aggrieved of any deſcription. The Peaſantry 
are much to be pitied, and call loudly for ſome 
redreſs; I mean their ſituation does. 

I am very forry to hear that our friend, 
Lord Stanhope, thinks of quitting Europe at 
a time that his aſſiſtance is wanting to ſave it. 

I am, with moſt ſincere reſpect, 
Dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 
LANSDOWN. 


interference of the Legiſlature is not there recommended ; and no 
doubt the worthy Writer of that Paper would have diſavowed the 
intention or the wiſh to recommend any ſuch legal compulſion, 
had he foreſeen the objection. But Lord Lanſdown was not fin- 
— in his apprehenſion concerning the tendency of this Paper. 

that trembling criſis of the Nation it was almoſt impoſſible to 
diſcuſs ſubjects of importance with ſufficient freedom, and yet to 
avoid exciting ſuſpicion, even in the moſt candid and judicious 
minds. But the miſtruſt of Lord Lanſdown appears to have been 
ſoon diſmiſſed with his uſual candour. 


LETTER 
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LETTER X. 


From the Rev. C. WrvILL to the MARquis 


of Lansdown. 
Bun rox-HATLL, June 21, 1798. 
My Lord, 
Y circuitous information from Bath, 1 
have juſt learned the very indifferent 


ſtate of your Lordſhip's health, not many 


days ago. The intelligence afflicts me; and 
T loſe no time to expreſs my concern, and my 


earneſt wiſhes for a better account from your 


Lordſhip, for I am willing to hope that there 
may have been ſome exaggeration from the 
natural ſolicitude of your friends, and that 
writing may not now be too troubleſome to 
you, and the cauſe of alarm not ſo great as it 
has been. Be aſſured, my Lord, I feel much 
concern-on a perſonal account, but ſtill more 


for the ſake of the Public, at a criſis when 


ſafety can only be expected from the preva- 
tence of thoſe counſels which you and Mr. 
Fox have ſo long, though hitherto with un- 
availing wiſdom, endeavoured to recommend. 
You have my moſt anxious wiſhes for your 
ſpeedy recovery, 
IA 
My Lord, | 
With the greateſt truth, 
Your Lordſhip's faithful 
humble ſervant, 


C. WYVILL. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


From the Maxqpis of LaNSDOWN to the 
| Kev. C. WryvilL, | 


| _ Bowoop PARK, 23d July, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 1717 ; 

CAN ſcarce expreſs to you how much I 

have been touched by your kind inquiries, 
and the expreſſions of your good opinion; Iaf- 
ſure you. that there-is no man's in the world 
I value more, I have gone. through a long 
weariſome illneſs, but by no means a dan- 
gerous one, and the continuance of this bad 
weather has prevented my gaining all the 
benefit which 1 uſually do by my way of lift 
here, and made me a bad correſpondent to 
all my friends, elſe I ſhould certainly noe 
have been ſo to Mr. Wyvili. 

I have been fretted at not being able to 
find a very long letter I wrote two or three 
years ſince, and waited only a proper moment 
to addreſs to you on a Reform of Parliament, 
As I ventured to take up the ſubject in a new 
way and upon new principles, I diſtruſted the 
Juſtice of my own ideas, and determined to 
diſmiſs the ſubje& for ſome time from my 
mind, that I might re-confider them before I 
determined to bring them before the Public. 
But I own'to you that I never was diſpoſed 
to deſpond of our ſituation till now. I am not 
now afraid of our loſing either Eaſt or Weſt 
Indies, or of the conſequences if we do; but 
there appears to me a ſettled plan to ſacrifice 
the landed to the money intereſt, for the = 
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on carrying on this unprincipled War ad in- 
finitum. The principle once admitted, I ſee 
neither ſpirit nor wiſdom to ſtop its evil pro- 
greſs, which muſt end in downright ruin. 

I have been much pleaſed with ſome papers 
upon the nature of Property, which I met 
with in one of the French Journals. As you 
may like to caſt your eye upon them, I will 
ſend a tranſlation of them, which is not finiſhed 
ee time to go by this poſt; but I will not fall 
to forward it to you by to-morrow's *. If you 
had 10 objection, I would requeſt you to for- 
ward them by ſome proper opportunity to 
the Oeconomiſt. The few lines of introduction 
you will be ſo good to inſert, or throw them 
into the fire, as you pleaſe. It lies upon 
my conſcience that I have not paid my ſub- 
ſcription. I ſhall be much obliged to you to 
know if there is any body at Bath, Briſtol, or 
London who is entruſted to receive them, [ 
conſider mine as annual, and ſhall be- ready 
to extend it, if it is requſte. 

I have been interrupted ſince I begun this 
letter by ſome viſitors; but, to ſay the truth, 
ſill more by the weather, which makes the 
ſlighteſt exertion a grievance. But I have no 
doubt of getting gradually better. Lord Hol- 
land writes from Newcaltle without making 
any mention of rain; here we have been over- 
powered with it. Believe me -ever, | 
| My Dear Sir, | 
Your molt faithful ſervant, 
LANSDOWN. 


For this Paper, intitled * a Memoir concerning Property,” 
ſce the 1ſt Volume of the Oeconomiſte, page 252: for the intro- 
ductory lines, with the ſignature, Celſus, annexed, ſee page 250. 
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LETTER XIL 


From the Marquis of LaNsDOWN 10 the 
Rev. C. WI VIII. * 
5 Bo wood PARx, 34. of Auguſt, 1798. 
Dear Sir, | ehr er 

OTHING can be more juſt and reaſon- 
able than your Paper & about Ireland. 
| return it with a great many thanks for the 
confidence you do me the honour to repoſe 
in me. I do not ſee that there is a word 
which can be objected to, except our © car- 
rying diſmay and terror, &c.” which I have 
taken the liberty to underline with my pen- 
eil. I agree with you that this ought to have 
been the cafe, but has it been? I agree like- 
wiſe with you, that mercy and redreſs are 
the only means which can preſerve Ireland: 
but the grievances under which they labour 
are preciſely the ſame of which this Country 
complains. It will therefore be impoſſible to 
redreſs one, without redrefling the other; 
and I am afraid that we have {till lefs proba- 
bility of ſucceeding here than there. How- 
ever this be, Ireland cannot go on as it has 
bitherto done, that is, under a No. Govern- 
ment. Independence cannot ſuit Ireland for 
a long time to come, the maſs of the People 
beiug unprepared and uneducated for it. It 
would (till leſs ſuit this Country; for Ireland 
* For this Paper ſee the 1ſt Volume of the Oeconomiſt, page 
222, The letter to Lord Lanſdown which accompanied this Pa- 
per, has not been preſerved, About this time ſome other letters 


muſt have been addrefled to his Lordſhip by the Editor, of which 
copies haye not been kept, 


inedpendent, 
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independent, together with America on the 
one ſide, and France on the other, we in- 
ſtantly become either an immediate object of 
foreign conqueſt or revolution. I can ſee, 
therefore, nothing to be done, except, in the 
firſt place, to make Peace with France, which 
is the ground-work of all remaining good; 
{I obſerved, in 1782, Ireland cooled exactly 
in proportion as the negociations for Peace 
advanced) and afterwards to adopt an uni- 
form and juſt ſyſtem of Repreſentation in 
one or both Countries, which is the only 
means which carry any chance of recovering 
us from the abyſs into which we are ſunk. 

I am ſorry to hear that Lord Cornwallis:is 
meeting with great oppoſition from People 
of Conſequence, beſides what proceeds from 
the Beresfords; for violent and ſanguinary 
meaſures, it ſeems, are popular among the 
Higheſt Orders.—Sad effects of a long ſyſtem 
of Corruption ! 

Celſus is not worth a thought, except to 
introduce the other Papers, which [ think 
well written upon a ſubject net ſufficiently 
dwelt upon by any Engliſh Author, at lealt 
whom I have met with.—- You will receive 
the remaining ſheets by the next and follow- 

ing poſts. Re? | | 

I have too good an opinion both of Mr. 
Bigge and Dr. Fenwick not to think mylelt 
perfectly ſafe in their hands in matters of far 
greater importance. Believe me, 

| My Dear Sir, | 
Ever moſt truly your's, 


LANSDOWN, 


. 
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LETTER XIII. 


From the Rev. C. WrVILL to the MARqurs 
of LANSDOWN. 


BuxToN-HALL, Nov. 23, 1797. 
My Lord, 
| HAVE juſt received from Mr. Bigge the 
incloſed copy of his propoſals, in which I 
think your Lordſhip will find a ſtrain of be- 
nevolence to approve, and a lowneſs of price 
to be ſurpriſed at. I wiſh Mr. Grey and 
other friends of Mr. Bigge may communicate 
pieces avowing their names, and have recom- 
mended it to him, if pbſſible, to procure their 
aſſiſtance in that way. 
am happy to hear your Lordſhip intends 
throwing your thoughts upon Reform toge- 
ther, and committing them to the Public. 
I conceive you will do the Public a moſt eſ- 
ſential ſervice by-it. If our Liberties and our 
Conſtitution can be ſaved, it can only be ef- 
fected by the exertions of ſuch men as your- 
ſelf. -But I begin to fear, with your Lords 
ſhip, it is too late; we muſt, I fear, ſink under 
the.immenſity of our burthens; or if, in a 
burſt of popular fury, we cancel our debts, 
in that way we ſhall meet our ruin. 
I am ever, my Lord, 
With high eſteem and regard, 
Your moſt faithful 
and obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 
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LETTER XIV. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLlL to the Marquis 
of LANSDOWN. 


BuxToNn-HALL, Sept. 7th, 1798, 

My Lord, 15 
V having given your Lordſhip one trou- 

ble, ſeems an odd reaſon for giving you 
another; but it is a natural one, and the ſe- 
cond part of my © Effay on the Preſent 
State of Ireland,” follows the firſt to Bowood 
of courſe. It contains nothing more than a 


little preliminary and precautionary matter, 


which in theſe jealous times you will think, [ 
hope, not improper ; and alſo a ſketch of the 
Redreſs which I :nean to recommend in my 
next, both for England and Ireland. For I think 
with your Lordſhip, that the ſame Redreſs 
will be proper. for both Countries, and that 
in the courſe of the preſent ſtruggle it will 
be gained for both, or neither of them. 
Two days ago your Lordſhip's ſubſcription 
was ſent to Mr. Bigge, with the ſecond part of 
the Eſſay on Property; the third part was re- 
ſerved, at his requeſt, till another month, to 
prevent confuſion and poſlible miſtakes. 
Jam preparing to go to Hartlepool with 
my numerous family, like Jacob to the Land 
of Canaan. We ſhall ſtart to-morrow, and 
propoſe ſtaying a month, during which time 
I hope to be favoured with a letter from 
your -Lordihip, and I ſhall be very happy if 


® For this ad Part ſee the 1ſt Volume of the Oeconomiſt, 
page 265. 
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my, ſecond paper is honoured, as the firſt, 
was with your approbation. Buc the arduous 
part of the buſineſs remains to be done. f 
It will give me very great pleaſure to hear 
the fine weather for ſome weeks paſt has 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed your health. Your 
harveſt, I imagine, has long been got in; ours 
is nearly ſo, which is a month earlier than 
uſual, I am, 
: My Lord, 
With the 4 regard, 
Moſt truly and faithfully your”s, 
wYV 


LETTER XV. 


From the MARqQu1s of LANsDOWN 10 the 
Rev. C. WrviLL. 


Bowoos PARK, 14th Sept. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 
HAVE the honour to return the ſecond 
letter, which has my entire approbation. 
I have taken the liberty of communicating it 
to Mr, Romilly, who is here, and deſires, as 
well as Mr. Dumont, t be particularly re- 
membered to you. He approves it as much 
as Ido; but we agree in thinking your plan 
too wiſe and too moderate to 5 either 
Party. | 
All accounts agree in the probability of a 
new War between France and Auſtria, in 


+ For reaſons which it is ret. the intended 3d 
Part of the Eſſay on the preſet State of was — 


which 
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which I make no doubt our Miniſters have 
taken care to entangle us, moſt probably to 
make us Principals. Where is all this to 
end? 
I with Jacob aud his family all poſſible be- 


__ nefit from the ſea air. I find myſelf much 


indebted to the fine weather, and to riding 
from two to four hours before breakfaſt. We 
have finiſhed our wheat harveſt long ſince, and 
hope to finiſh our barley harveſt, which is al- 


. ways late in theſe parts, to-morrow. 


Notwithſtanding the ſurrender of the French 
troops, the letters from Ireland are not plea- 
fant. It is a ſtrange infatuation keeping Mr. 
Beresford, &c. in more power than the Lord 
Lieutenant, and proves very plainly the diffi- 
culty and danger which any plan of Reform 
wilt have to encounter. Believe me, 
My Dear Sir, 
Moſt truly your's, 
* LANSDOWN., 


— 
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LETTER XVI. 


From the Rey. C. WxvILL to the Manon 
of LansDown. 


| BuzxToN-HALL, Macrh 4th, 1799. 

My Lord, 1 8 
1 Hope your Lordſhip received a printed pa- 

per of mine a few weeks ago on the Se- 
ceſſion from Parliament; and though you are 
not in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech a Seceder, I believe, 
yet you accord ſo nearly with thoſe who are, in 


abſenting yourſelf from Parliament, in avowing 
your 
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your attachment to the principles of Liberty 
and recommending a pacific ſyſtem of forei 
policy, that I flatter myſelf what they gene- 
rally approve may alſo meet, in the main, 
your Lordſhip's approbation, 4 
My Paper was intended for publication, 
ut ſo much are the Bookſellers intimidated 
by the late ſeverities, that not one has dared 
to be my Publiſher, either in Town or Coun- 
try. This is the more remarkable, as they 
were all previouſly informed that an eminent 
Lawyer had been conſulted on the point of 
legality, and had pronounced the Pamphlet 
to be according to law. But even this, which 
was Mr. E.'s opinion, could not overcome 
their fears, and publication, in the uſual way - 
at leaſt, muſt be given up. After this, where 
is the Freedom of the Prefs? or what have 
we left, but the Trial by Jury, which yet we 
cannot long hope to retain, to any good pur- 
poſe, under the preſent Rulers. -1 1 
what I have formerly faid, that I have 'no 
hope but in the union of ſuch men as your 
Lordſhip and Mr. Fox. | | 
- 1 amy, with high regard, 
My Lord, | 
Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
b C. WYVEL, 


Aag LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 


From the MArqQu1s of LansDown to the Rev, 
C. WrvIII. 


Lox dbox, 12th March, 1799. 


Dear Sir, 


I SHOULD have thanked you for your 
Defence of the Seceſſion immediately af- 
ter I received it, but my time has been entirely 
taken up with ſome family affairs. As to the 
meaſure of ſeceding, I cannot ſay that I ever 
much approved it, for two reaſons; one, that tho 
perhaps all the good that may be deftred may 
not be to be accompliſhed, ſome may, of which 
there have been ſeveral examples in the laſt 
forty years. The other is, that I ſee no mea 
ſure to follow which will ſerve to keep men 
together, and occupy the public mind—how- 
ever I have ſaid very little about it, as I do not 
deſire to intrude my opinion where I know 
by experience that I have little or no weight. 
The truth is, that the refinement of a mixed 
Conſtitution—the falſe Government which has 
prevailed ſince the beginning of Sir Robert 
Walpole's time —the degeneracy of the Whig 
Party —the vaſt increaſe of trade and com- 
merce, and the commercial manners which 
have ſpread in conſequence—the incalculable, 
as you very properly term it, increaſe of the 
power of the Crown—the general relaxation 
ariſing from good as well as bad cauſes, equally 
operating on the public mind—all theſe cauſes 
combined have deſtroyed the ſucceſſion of pub- 
lic men within doors, and of public virtue 
. without— 
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without. — Nothing is to be looked for 

what may reſult from the ſlow, but ſure con- 
ſequence of the ſpirit of reaſoning and diſcuſ- 
fion, which daily increaſes at home and abroad, 


and which muſt end in ſome new ſtate of 


things. The Iriſh queſtion now in agitation 


think very likely to haſten it. Tranſitions, 
however, are very dangerous, as it is very 


difficult to be ſure of reſtraining them within 
the due bounds of the Conſtitution. 


You have been miſinformed in ſuppoſing | | 


that the Negociation of Lifle went off on ac- 
count of the Cape and Trincomale. You may 


depend upon it, that Peace never was really 
meant, but the intention was to amuſe the 
Public, and to endeavour to throw the blame 


on the Enemy. 
Jam, dear Sir, 
With unalterable eftcent, 
Your faithful humble ſervunt, 
LANSDO WN. 


— 


LETTER XVII. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Manquis 
of LAansDOWN. 


BuxToN-HALL, O#. 26th, 1799» 
My Lord, 


DULY received your Lordſhip's kind letter 

of the 12th of March laft, and I felt myſelf 

extremely obliged 3 friendly frankneſs 

with which you exp 

ments reſpecting the Seceſſion from Parlia- 

ment, and the Teafous which have hitherto 
Aa4 prevented 


ined to me your ſenti- 
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prevented your Lordſhip's union with the 
principal Seceders, in anſwer to a letter of 
mine, in which I mentioned: that union as a 
meaſure on which the welfare of the Country 
ſeemed very much to depend. 

I have had theſe important communications 
much in my thoughts, and often wiſhed to re- 
turn my acknowledgments to your Lordſhip; 
which yet has not been done till ſo many 
months have now paſſed, that a ſilence ſo much 
longer than uſual ſeems. to ſtand in need of an 
| apology. But the honeſt truth is the only 
apology to be offered; and that is, that I 
was embarraſſed, and every day ſeemed to add 
to my embarraſſment. All thoughts of Peace, 
all regard to the Conftitution ſeemed to be 
thrown aſide, not only by Miniſters, but by 
the body of the Nation. Our allies triumphed 
in Switzerland and Italy; and we partook 
the triumph, not foreſeeing the reverſe that 
was ſure to come, and not regarding that 
ruin which was every day approaching nearer 
and nearer. This was bad indeed, it was very 
diſcouraging ; and to make it ſtill more ſo, there 
ſeemed to be no hope of united counſels and 
united. efforts in thoſe quarters to which alone 
we could look for effectual aſſiſtance and final 
deliverance. . 

Events upon the Continent, within the laſt 
month, however, ſeem likely, to check the pre- 
ſumption and pride of England, and incline 
the Public to Peace, although the Court ſhould 
not be willing to give up the War. And with- 
in the ſame ſhort period, ſeveral, events of a do- 
meſtic nature have occured, which ewidently 

ten 
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tend to increaſe the general defire for Peace, 
and at the ſame time to weaken the Miniſter's 
hold upon the Public Mind, and leſſen his 
wer to reſiſt the demand of Peace and Re- 
form. I will confine myſelf. to mention only 
two; and they are the diſembodying of 
the Supplementary Militia, and the refuſal 
to receive the Land-Tax. The firſt l ſup- 
pole is a general meaſure ;. it has juſt now 
been announced to the North- Yorkſhire Sup- 
plementals, and I underſtand it has much diſ- 
guſted the Officers of that Corps. The other 
meaſure alluded to is the refuſal to receive the 
Land-Tax from thoſe who have not been pur- 
chaſers; and this alſo I conceive.muſt be a ge- 
neral meaſure. That the Land-Tax has been 
refuſed in this neighbourhood is certain; mine 
which had been paid to the Parochial Collec- 
tor, has been repaid to me, becauſe the Re- 
ceiver would not take it; and I underſtand the 
reſt were alſo refuſed. Where the refuſal has 
been known, the alarm created has been, great; 
and if the order to refuſe has been a general 
one, there can be little doubt I think but it will 
rouze the Landed Intereſt throughout Great- 
Britain to a proper ſenſe of their danger. The 
reverſe in Switzerland and the miſcarriage in 
Holland would be forgotten or forgiven, if all 
was well at home. But meaſures like theſe, 
though comparatively unimportant in appear- 
ance, will offend the pride of every high-mind- 
ed Officer in the Militia, and hurt the feelings 
of every prudent father of a family in the claſs 
of landed men. And I can venture, my Lord, 
to aſſure you that I have heard ſtronger m_— 
q ons 
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ſions of diſlike and alarm at the deſpotic 
conduct of the Miniſter on this occaſion than 
on any former; and that from ſome perſons 
who did not uſually agree with me on theſe 
ſubjects. And though I would not be too 
ſanguine in expecting any great change of 
opinion ſuddenly, yet I think theſe meaſures 
will be found to have a very beneficial effect 


in bringing the Public Mind to that manly 
temper, without which all is loſt. Still, how- 


ever, I hunger andthirſt for the union fo often 


alluded to. 


The events which have been the ſubje& of 
this letter have occurred ſince our return from 
Hartlepool. We there-met the Dowager Lady 
Darlington, who 1s, I believe, a friend of your 
Lordſhip's, and who I am ſorry to ſay is in a 


very declining ſtate of health; for ſhe is a very 


prudent and a very benevolent woman. I un- 
derſtand from her Ladyſhip that you, my Lord, 


and your family were gone to the ſea at Bog- 


nor. I hope this letter will find you returned 
home, with all poſſible benefit to you and 
our's. I am ſure we have great reaſon to be 
thankful for the good effects of our expedition 
Accept my beſt wiſhes, my Lord, and be- 
lieve me ever, with moſt ſincere reſpect, 
Your faithful ſervant, 
C. WYVILL 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


From the MARQU18 of LANSDOWN 10 the Rev. 
C. WrviilL. 


Bowoop PARK, 1/ Nev. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 


HE Public are certainly dead to conſti- 
tutional feelings, and, I imagine, will 
continue fo as long as the dread of Jacobiniſm 
over-rules every public ſentiment. I look 


upon the uſage of the Militia one of the 


many advantages which Miniſtry take of the 
times. In other times it would not be to be 
endured. It may be intereſting to you to 
know that no ſuch meaſure as you mention, 


regarding the Land- Tax, has been thought of 22 


in theſe parts. 1 have not bought my Landy 
Tax any where, and ſince I received your let- 


ter I have made particular inquiry, and find it 


has been paid and received juſt as uſual, It is 
impoſſible that ſuch a meaſure as you mention 
could be thought of in any but a Revolu- 
tionary Government, and at any rate Parlia- 
ment would be the firſt place we ſhould hear 
of it in, I underſtand Government are much 
taken up with different ſchemes of increaſing © 
or inventing ſome new circulating medium, 
as it is called. It is a tickliſh buſineſs, and 
requires great wiſdom, while you attempt to 
remedy one evil, not to fall into another 
What is become of the Oeconomilt ? | 
The beſt accounts from France agree in 
their general and fincere deſire of Peace, 
both Government and the Public. The Abbe 


Syeyes, 
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| Syeyes, I am aſſured, is particularly, who uſed 
to be conſidered as not over and above in- 
clined to one, at leaſt with this Country. He 
appears to have juſt now the principal influ. 
ence. I am much obliged by your kind in- 
quiries about my health. I am much better 
than I have been for years. I ſincerely wiſh 
you and your family that and every comfort, 
No one is more truly your's. 


LANSDOWN. 
———_—_— — 
LETTER XX. 


From ibe Rev. C. rar to the MaR On 
of LANSpOwN. 


D ron Ha LL, Jan. 26, 1800. 


My Lord, 
N making further inquiry in Yorkſhire, 
&c. reſpecting the refuſal of the old 

Land- Tax, 1 have found your Lordſhip's 
eonjecture fully confirmed, viz. that it was 
not a meaſure of Government, but of the in- 
ferior Offices only; occaſioned by the want 
of proper returns to the Receivers, by which 
they might haye been enabled to diſting- 
guiſh the eſtates which were diſcharged from 
the payment in queſtion from thoſe which 
were not. In many parts of Yorkſhire. the 
Tax has been refuſcd; and in this Northern 
Part of it, the refuſal, J am told, has been 
nearly univerſal, and was accompanied by de- 
clarations of the Clerks, which had the form 
and effect of threats that the old Tax would 


be no more accepted. At preſent theſe are 
empty 
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empty unauthorized menaces; but the time 
may come, and may not he very diſtant, when 
a deſperate Miniſter will riſqne an exaction ſo 
very harſh, ſo very unequitable, as the one 
alluded to. Indeed the ſupineneſs and imbe- 
cility of the Landed Proprietors ſeem almoſt 
to invite it. are Hs . 

The Oeconomiſt, 1 have lately heard from 
Mr. Bigge, will appear no more; and the 
Number for December, containing the con- 
cluding paper, has juſt been ſent me from 
York. In the paper which cloſes the publi- 
cation, the Editor's reaſons for diſcontinuing 
it are hinted at, without any particular and 
diſtin& explanation. I will therefore mention 
a few circumltances which the Editors did 
not chooſe to lay before the Public, although 
they ſeem in a conſiderable degree to corro- 
borate their general reaſoning for dropping a 
work which for ſome time had received ex- 
traordinary encouragement, and well de- 
ſerved it, from the benevolence of its deſign, 
and the ability and moderation with which it 
was conducted. I believe that for ſome 
months not leſs than ten thouſand copies were 
ſold. This extenſive diſtribution of a work ſo 
friendly to Peace, Liberty, aud Reform, gave 
umbrage to the Crown-Lawyers, and the 
ſmallneſs of the price added fear to their un- 
ealineſs, To proſecute the Editors was un- 
adviſable ; it was in fact impracticable ; but to 
impede and finally ſtop the publication, by in- 
timidating the Bookſellers, and preventing the 
fale of this Miſcellany, was n:ither difficult 
nor unſafe, The fact, I believe, is, that in 
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London various Bookſellers were ſucceſſively 
engaged to diſtribute the Oeconomiſt; but 
means were ſoon found to convince each of 
the Bookſellers engaged, that there was dan- 
ger in perſevering to dittribute this paper, 
and each, in ſucceſſion, gave up an employ- 
ment from which a moderate profit could 
only be expected, at the hazard of fine and 
impriſonment. The fears of the London Book- 
ſellers were quickly communicated to thoſe in 
the Country, and, in ſome inſtances, particu- 
larly known to myſelf, threats of inſormation 
and proſecution were applied with ſeverity by 
ſome imperious adherents of Miniſters, and' 
had the deſired effect of preventing, in this 
part of the Country, the diſtribution of the ob- 
noxious Pamphlet. At laſt theſe unworthy ex- 
ertions had ſo far ſucceeded as to reduce the 
circulation of it to leſs than a ſixth part of its 
former extent, From this great diminution 
of its ſale, no beneficial effects adequate to their 
toil ſeemed likely to reward the Editor's per- 
ſeverance. The diſcontinuance of their Pam- 
. phlet may juſtly be regretted; it was an eaſy 
vehicle of much uſeful inſtruction, particu- 
larly to the lower claſſes of ſociety : and on 
the ſubjects of War, and our internal Abuſes 
its aim uniformly was to enlighten without in- 
flaming the People. But conſidering theſe 
circumſtances and the rancourous temper of 
the times, not yet ſubdued by misfortune to 
any degree of reaſonable tractability, I truſt 
your Lordſhip will agree with me in thinking 
that the Editors are juſtifiable in their retreat. 


Their paſt exertions have been truly meri- 
| | | torious 
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torious, and they now pauſe and reſt from 
their labours only to renew them with greater 
animation and more adyantage to the Public 
at the criſis which is approaching. I can- 
not quit this ſubje& without lamenting, the 
fettered ſtate to which the preſs is reduced. 
Of all the hardſhips and violations of Right 
which are the effect of Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtra- 
tion, though not produced by his immediate 
agency, this reſtraint of the Preſs is moſt to be 
lamented; it is a meaſure altogether revolu- 
of diſcuſſion which is the guardian of all our 
tionary in its tendency; it annihilates that right 
other Rights; it dettroys our beſt ground of 
hope that the impending criſis may paſs away 
without any great concuſſion of our Monar- 
chy, and without abſolute ruin to Public Li- 


arty. © | 


Having theſe gloomy apprehenſions full in 
my views I heard with pleaſure from your 
Lordſhip that the late Directory of France 
was underſtood to be well inclined to Peace. 
But the hopes conceived from this favourable 
circumſtance were but of ſhort duration. 
Suddenly came the intelligence that the Di- 
rectorial Government was at an end, and that 
of Buonaparte was eſtabliſhed in its ſtead, I la- 
ment this violent aſſumption of power. How- 
ever ably the Great French Conſul may con- 
duct the affairs of his Country, he has diſgraced 
his character by violating its Repreſentative 
Aſſembly; his uſurpation is a breach of every 
principle of Freedom, it is injurious to the ge- 
neral Rights of Man, as well as to thoſe of the 
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French Nation. Beſide all this, Peace is far- 
ther removed than ever it was by this new 
Revolution. From the ardour of Buonaparte's 
character, from his ſpeeches and addreſſes we 
may expect that he will ſeek Peace through a 
new train of victories. The pacific ſpirit of 
Syeyes will yield to the military genius of the 
Grand Conſul ;. under ſome loſs of Liberty 
from his uſurpation of power, and more from 
the ariſtocratical model of a Legiſlative Re- 
preſentation, introduced by his authority, the 
French Nation will probably be conſoled by 
new conqueſts and an increaſe of glory. But 
England can augur nothing from a War con- 
tinued by Pitt and Dundas againſt the Mili- 
tary Conſul of France, but defeat and diſgrace; 
commotion in Ireland, bankruptcy here, and 
a more rapid tendency to Revolution in every 
part of the Empire. My-only hope that theſe 
calamities may be prevented reſts principally, 
and almoſt ſolely on this circumſtance, that 
ſuch men as Lord Lanſdown, the Duke of 
Grafton, Mr. Fox, and the Duke of Bedford, 
do not deſpair of the Public Weal. 54 
I heartily wiſh your Lordſhip every good 
wiſh. of the ſeaſon, and am ever, 
. My Lord, | 
Your molt faithful humble ſervant, 
EE. C. WYVILL. 
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LETTER XX1. cnet ge 


From the Mazapis of LANSDOWN to the Bev 


C. WrviLL. | 
| Bowoop PARK, 13th 74, 1650 a 


My Dear Sir, 
Returned from my b eb tntd e on 
Monday, and take the firſt moment of lei- 
ſure to return you thanks for two very kind 
letters. 2 
I was confined a great part of the time I was 
at Bath with a ſucceſſion of bad colds, and pre- 
vented drinking the waters till the laſt days; 
when I was much mortified to leave it juſt as 
I began to find benefit : I propoſe however re- 
turning there in Spri 

As far as I can judge of the Public Mind 
there is but one opinion as to Lord Grenville's 
letter; but I am ſorry to ſay the opinion is not 
ſo general upon the great ſubject of War and 
Peace z more calamities are requiſite ro prove 
the folly, vanity, and madneſs of the War; 
and more, 1 have no doubt, will ſpeedily ar- 
rive. The Imperial Courts I ſee are already 
beginning to differ about the ſpoil; and it is 
impoſſible that our Public will not ſee the 
folly and ruin attending the profuſion of ex- 
pence going on for objects which no way con- 
cern us. I agree with you in thinking that i - 
is to the Public we muſt look. I hope n 
good from Oppoſition, as I ſeeeveryday freſh 
leeds of diſ-union ariſing, as if the ſyſtem was 
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to break into as many parts as poſſible, inſtead 
of uniting in one common Cauſe. 

In the mean-time the terms which Govern. 
ment hold out to Ireland to procure a Union 
give me hopes that the precedent of pur- 
chaſing the rotten Boroughs muſt become ir- 
reſiſtable here, and that the foundation will 
be laid of a ſure and honourable Reform. 

L heartily wifh you and your family all poſ- 
ſible health and happineſs, and am eng 


Very truly your's, 
LANSDOWN. 


LETTER XXII. * 


| From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Mazgyis 
of LANSDOWN. 


' _ _ BurTON-HALL, Moy 1 1800. 

My Lord. 

1 Had great pleaſure from obſerving i in the 
1 account of Parliamentary proceedings laſt 

week, that your Lordſhip had attended the 
Houſe of Lords on the conſideration of the 

Union propoſed to Ireland. Your appearance 
in that Houſe on a day of debate, is a proof I 
hope that your health has been perfectly re- 
eſtabliſhed by the Bath Waters, and that a ſe- 
cond viſit, which it was your intention to make 
there about this time, is not thought necel- 
fary. I truſt your Lordſhip needs no aſſurance 
| how 
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how ſincerely I ſhall rejoice. to hear it both on 
your account perſonally, and on that of our 
diſtreſſed and endangered Country, which:ia 
my apprehenſion is verging to its ruin with 
increaſed rapidity. by A Hunt i nl 

ln the debate alluded to, it was matter of 
conſolation to me to find your Lordſhip ſo 
ſeaſonably ſupporting the doctrine of Political 
Reformation, and concurring with Lord Hol- 
land in his juſt and liberal ideas of toleration. 
Theſe are ſubjects on which my mind has long 
been made up in a very near conformity, I 
believe, with y our ſentiments. And I am more 
than ever convinced, after having conſidered 
Mr. Pitt's recent declaration again Reform, 
and his artful, but fallacious reaſons for evad- 
ing any ſpecific promiſe of toleration, that for 
the internal happineſs of this Country, and of 
Ireland, it is neceſſary that a ſubſtantial R- 
dreſs of Grievances_io-theſe reipects ſhould 
be granted; and the ſooner it is done the bet - 
ter for both Countries. With reſpect to the in- 
tended Union with Ireland, I muſt fairlyown my 
mind is not without a pretty ſtrong feeling of 
difficulty. I do indeed concur malt completely 
with your Lordſhip in wiſhing -the. propoſal - 
could be rendered agreeable to Ireland, ſo as 
to be accepted with the good will and free 
conſent, of the People of that Country. Our 
ancient rivals have acquired in the Nether- 
lands and Weſtern Germany an extent of ter- 
ritory which muſt render France more than 
ever formidable to Great-Britain. And ſince 


it is evident that all the efforts of our Cabinet 


B b 2 to 


6388) 

to wreſt that territory from France are moſt 
likely to be defeated, and if continued a little 
longer to exhauſt this Country, and perhaps 
throw Ireland afreſh into a ſtate of commo- 
tion, it muſt be admitted I think to be good 
policy to endeavour: to conſolidate the power 
of the Britiſh Empire by fuch a Union as that 
which has been- propoſed. It is indeed a mea- 
ſure called for by the moſt imperious neceſſity, 
The other dominions of this Empire are too 
diſtant, too widely ſeparated to admit an uni- 
on. They muſt remain ill compacted and liable 
to diſmemberment. Ireland alone can be 
united with Britain. Our enemies ſee their 
intereſt to prevent it, and with augmented 
ſtrength are ſtraining every nerve to ſever 
the tie which connects the Siſter Kingdoms, 
and by daſhing each Country in hoſtile eoncuſ- 
Gon againſt the other, to effect the ruin of both. 
At the preſent Noriny oriſis we may adopt the 
motto of the Dutch Provinces in the hour of 
their diſtreſs: ſenſible of their danger from the 
ill · connected frame of their Government, they 

exclaimed, © Frangimur ſi Collidimur.” 
Our danger from diſcord, and that collition 
which is to be dreaded from the continuance of 
our ſeparate Parliaments, is equally great; and 
an incorporating Union ſeems beſt calculated to 
prevent it. But then it muſt be an incorporation 
freely conſented to by the Siſter Kingdom; for 
without that, the meaſure of an Union cannot be 
conſiſtent with juſtice, or even, Ifear, with ſound 
policy. I am little acquainted with the ſentiments. 


of Iriſhmenz by any other information I mean 
| than 
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than what the Public poſſeſſes. But the appear- 
ances are ſuck as to make me fearful we have 
not yet obtained that national conſent of Ireland 
tothe meaſure-which alone can add ſtrength and 
ſtability to the Britiſh Empire. After martial 
law has been proclaimed in that Country, and 
ſixty Members of their Houſe of Commons 
have been diſplaced, -and ſucceeded by men 
more pliant to the views of Government, I ſee 
the meaſure is carried through the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment; but I ſee the Iriſh Counties and many 
of their towns renew their Petitions againſt it; 
and the only meaſure which would in a clear 
Conſtitutional manner aſcertain on which fide 
the ſenſe of the Public is, has been unfortu- 
nately refuſed. I therefore am apprehenſive 
that all is not right ia the condud of this mea- 
ſure, and that the conſequences of it, if carried 
through againſt the opinion of ſo large a part 
of the iriſh Nation as have appeared againſt it, 
will not be finally beneficial. Happy ffould T 
be to hear from your Lordſhip that my fears 
are groundleſs, and that you have reaſon to 
think the Body of the People of Ireland are 
well reconciled to the meaſure, which, preju- 
dice and paſſion laid afide, is intitled 1 think 
to their approbation, and that of England too. 
Its effects on Engliſh Liberty I would not in- 
liſt on as an objection that ought to prevail 
againſt its adoption. It would indeed increafe 
the influence of the Crown. But were the 
united Parliament properly choſen, and the lu- 
crative patronage of the Crown to a certain ex- 
tent diminiſhed, that influence would find in 
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Parliament a ſufficient countervailing power; 
the exceſſes of Adminiſtration would be con- 
trouled effectually by the ſenſe and regular influ- 
ence of the Public, and our rights and happineſs 
would be completely ſecured. 'l o this ſtate of 
freedom and happineſs Reform alone can re- 
ſtore us. Reform will be neceſſary, whether 
we unite with Ireland, or, by refuſing the Uni- 
on, riſque the evils of ſeparation. And Reform 
I think will be in no degree leſs attainable af- 
ter Union than before: rather perhaps the con- 
trary, from what your Lordſhip juſtly remarked 
as a favourable precedent for it, which will be 
created by the Union, viz. the extinction of the 
rotten Boroughs of Ireland on the principle of 
purchaſe. _. 

Upon the whole, I fear that the conſent of 
the Iriſh Parliament has not been obtained by 
warrantable means; and I apprehend alſo that 
Miniſters have not procured the conſent of the 
Iriſh Nation, and cannot, or will not find the 
means to procure it. If ever a dereliction 
of principle could be right, it would be in 
the caſe of ſuch a Country as Ireland; in 
which the whole Government in Church and 
State is one vaſt anomaly, and every eſtabliſn - 
ment is a contradiction to theory. But I can- 
not ſee grounds to juſtify the Unicn in what 
forms the defect of the preſent ſyſtem in Jre- 
land. The Union ought to correct that great 
defect; and it would completely correct it, if 
the conſent of the Iriſh people were previoully 
obtained. If the Engliſh Cabinet were occupied 
by your Lordſhip, Mr. Fox, and your reſpec- 
tive friends, I ſhould not deſpair that your 
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equitable principles of toleration, and firm at- 
tachment to Popular Rights would in a ſhort. 
time remove the greateſt, and only with me 
inſuperable objection to this meaſure. But the 
preſent Miniſter is too eager, too impatient to 
brook contradiction or delay; and a meaſure 
wiſe in itſelf, and become neceſſary to ſuſtain 
the Empire againſt the mighty power of the 
French Republic, ſeems but too likely to' be 
marred by the pride and precipitation of the 
man who has propoſed it. | 
Such are my preſent ſentiments on this great 
queſtion. In the main they nearly accord with 
your Lordſhip's opinion. And you have ac- 
cuſtomed me ſo much by your kind partiality 
to explain myſelf to you on public mea- 
ſures, even when there may be ſome con- 
ſiderable diverſity of ſentiment, that I Chould 
feel myſelf acting with a blameable diffidence 
of your Lordſhip's candour and good opinion, 
which I have fo often experienced, if I omit- 
ted to do fo on this occaſion. | 
I remain with high regard, 
4 3 | 

Your faithful ſervant, 0 

| 3 an C. WYVILL.' 
P. S. I am totally unacquainted with Mr. 
Fox's ſentiments on the queſtion whether Uni- 
on with Ireland is or is not deſirable, provided 
the conſent of the Iriſh Nation could be ob- 
tained? But if power were intruſted to the 
hands of the preſent opponents of Mr. Pitt, and 
it were their wiſh to complete the Union with 
the conſent of the Iriſh People fairly obtained, 
Bb4 I think 
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I think their well-known attachment to Liberty 
and their enlarged principles of toleration 
would enable them to remove thoſe difficulties 
which are inſurmountable to him. Had he been 
as free from the influence of High-Church 
prejudices as your Lordſhip and his other op- 
ponents are, there is little reaſon to ſuppoſe he 


could not have procured the concurrence of the 
Iriſh Catholics. SELL 


LETTER XXIII. 


From the Marquis of LANS DOWN 70 the 
Re v. C. Wryvi1LL. 


BArx, 18:b May, 1800. 
Dear Sir. | 

” Iriſh Union is a great event, and muſt 
prove a happy one, if it was for nothing 

but the blow which it gives the Borough ſyſ- 
tem. With ſuch a precedent I flatter myſelf 
that in a few years we may ſee a good muni- 
cipal Government eſtabliſned in all parts, and 
our Legiſlature corrected, if not perfected. 
As to the conſent of the People of lreland, I 
am aſſured here, from reſpectable authority, 
that in the North of Ireland, where alone a 
public opinion is to be looked for, a great 
majority is convinced that it is a neceſſary evil. 
In the mean- time, it cannot be expected that 
what is called the Proteſtant Aſceudancy will 
quietly furrender the ſcandalous monopoly it 
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has ſo long enjoyed of power as well as pro- 
. perty, without making every poſlible effort to 
retain it, in which habit will make them be 
aſſiſted by an ignorant multitude without pro- 
perty of inſtruction. I am aſtoniſhed that un- 
der ſuch circumſtances the Oppoſition is not 
more general and more determined, which J 
can attribute only to the great good ſenſe and 
good temper of Lord Cornwallis. In the mean- 
time I conceive that the Friends of Reform 
here\ have nothing to do but to ſtand firm 
upon the precedent now eſtabliſhed, and upon 
the conviction, which 1. find pretty general, 
that the Houſe of Commons will be too nu- 
merous, and that a reduction of the number 
will be indiſpenſible, which muſt of itſelf pro- 
duce a Reform. | 
am ſhocked to hear the account of the diſ- 
treſs prevailing in Loadon for abſolute want of 
food, and that it is more likely to increaſe than 
> BR lefſen, owing to a great deal of the corn which 


is arrived being damaged, and the doubt re- 
f garding further ſupplies. What a pity it is that 
4 Government cannot be brought to conſent to 
| a General Incloſure Bill, and other meaſures for 
- the advancement of Agriculture. The only 


good news that I hear is that we have not 
7 ſigned any Definitive Treaty with Auſtria; 
thanks to the Auſtrians, not to ourſelves ; for 
we have ſought it by every poſſible means. 
As to toleration, I read a very ſingular pa- 
al per, ſigned Curſitor, addreſſed to the Biſhop 
of Lincoln, in a Sunday's Review, a week or 
two ſince, I came here in November to get the 
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gout; and I am now come to get rid of it, 
which I ſhould have accompliſhed if it had not 
been for the trying weather which has prevailed. 
I am. much obliged by the intereſt you take 
about my health, feeling as I do the ſame for 
your's, and for your family's. 
No one is more truly 
_ Your faithful humble ſervant, | 
LANSDOWN. 


LETTER XXIV. 


Frem the Rev. C. WVVIIL to the MA Rquis 
of LANSDOWN. 


PuxToON-HALL, Feb. 224, 1801. 
My Lord, 7 | 
* gave me the greateſt pleaſure to hear 

your Lordſhip's opinion, that the motion 
for a Meeting of this County was proper, well 
timed, and likely to do good. I am much 
mortified, however, to be obliged now to com- 
municate the unwelcome intelligence that the 
buſineſs is at a ſtand, and there is no probabj- 
lity that it will be got forward. 

The firſt Requiſition for a Previous Meet- 
ing was ſtopt by the Gentlemen of the Weſt, 
under an expectation of gaining friends among 
the new Converts to Peace. The ſecond Re- 
quiſition directly to the Sheriff, which was 
iubſtituted in lieu of the firſt ar the ſuggeſtion 
of thoſe Gentlemen, has ſince been ſtopt, in 
cnſequence 
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conſequence of a report that the new Mini- 
ters are willing, not only to negociate with 
France, but to conclude a Peace on the moſt 
humiliating terms which the Nation will ſub- 
mit to. | 

After the King's Speech, and Lord Gren- 
ville's Declaration in the Houſe of Lords, ſuch 
a report ought only to be conſidered as an 
idle rumour, intitled to no credit. But our 
weltern friends conſider it more ſeriouſly, and 
have conſequently reſolved to ſuſpend their 
proceedings, till the new Miniſterial ſyſtem 
repecting Peace is opened out. 

[ conclude that the preſent opportunity for 
a declaration of the public ſenſe will probably 
be loſt in Yorkſhire. But ſo great are the 
ditreſs and danger of the Country, that a pro- 
per opportunity for General Meetings cannot 
long be wanting “. I am ſure your Lordſhip, 
as a conſtant and uniform friend of Peace, will 
regret, as I do, that ſo fair a proſpect of now 
obtaining a general declaration againſt the 
continuance and extenſion of the War, is likely 
to be loſt, at leaſt in this County, by the in- 
deciſion and fluctuating meaſures of ſome very 
worthy Gentlemen in the Weſt. 

I have the hononr to be, 
My Lord, 
With high regard, 
| Your faithful ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


* This was ſaid on the ſuppoſition, at that time probable, that 
the War would be continued by the new Adminiſtration, 
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LETTER XXV. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the MARquys 
of LansDoOwN. 


Buxrox-HALL, June 29th, 801. 
My Lord, 75 


CANNOT ſend your Lordſhip the in- 

cloſed printed letter to Major Cartwright 
without a few lines to explain that this 2d 
Edition contains an additional paffage of ſome 
pages to illuſtrate and inforce the objections 
to Univerſal Suffrage in ſuch a Country as 
this, which are briefly ſlated, or rather hinted 
in the firſt. In thus endeavouring, however 
feebly, to put the Defence of Liberty on prin- 
ciples which at the ſame time would afford a 
due protection to Property, I feel I am acting 
as your Lordſhip has long acted, and there- 
fore ſlight as this production is, I truſt its de- 
ſign will receive the ſanction of your appro-. 
bation. I hope your Lordfhip enjoys a more 
confirmed ftate of good health than you did 
ſome years ago. And I ſincerely wiſh it, not 
only from motives of private eſteem and re- 
gard, but for the ſake of our diſtreſſed Coun- 
try, which can only look for its deliverance to 
your Lordſhip, and the other wiſe and virtu- 
ous Stateſmen who co-operate with you. 

I have the honour to be, 
| My Lord, 
Your molt faithful ſervant, 


C. WYVILL. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 
From the Marquis of LansDOWN to the 
Rev. C. WvviLL. 


: ' Bawoop Park, 16th July, 1801. 
Dear Sir, EF ks 
I Perfectly agree with you in thinking that 
it is of great importance to the. Public that 
a national oppoſition to the meaſures, &c. 
ſhould be formed ;* but the queſtion is, how is 
it to be done? I am ſure there is no praſpe& of 
any ſuch thing in theſe parts, if it does not 
come from the North. 

As to Reform, I am very ſure, after having 
conſidered the ſubje@ all my life, that Liberty 
can never be ſecured by numbers; they only 
ſerve to leſſen reſponſibility, and to cover cor- 
ruption. | d e 

I am very much ſhocked to hear that we are 
to look to new coalitions, and to farther War; 
nor can I foreſee the conſequences. _ 

I am much obliged to you for your kind ex- 
pteſſions about my health. It is conſiderably 
improved: I hope you and your family have 
no reaſon to complain. 

I am, with much eſteem, 
Dear Sir, 2 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 
LANSDOWN. 
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LETTER XXVIL 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Mazouis 
of LANSDOWN.. 


* 53, Dzan-STREET, Sono, April 25th, 1803, 
My Lord, 11 7690 

I Feel myſelf already ſo much obliged by 
J your conſenting to the publication of ſome 
ſelected letters written by your Lordſhip to 
myſelf, that 1 ought to be cautious of treſpaſ. 
ſing farther upon your goodneſs. Yet for the 
fake of the Public I cannor but regret that a cer- 
| tain Paper, containing your Lordfhip's thoughts 
on the bet mode of effecting a modercteRe- 
form of Parliament, has been miſlaid,'and could 
not be found among your Papers in Berkley 
Square before you left London. Diſcontent, per- 
haps, has always exiſted in ſome degree among 
the lower claſſes of the People; but the almoſt 
intolerable prefſure of taxes, and the harſh 
meaſures of Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration, during 
the latter part of it, appear to have provoked the 
People more extenſively, and much more dan- 
gerouſly than they ever were provoked by any 
former Miniſtry ſince the expulſion of James 
the IId. Such being the temper of a conſidet- 
able part of the People, eſpecially in this Ca- 
pital, at a criſis when we are threatened with 
a new War, either immediately, or as ſoon as 
the Chief Conſul can re-eflabliſh a Navy, I 
cannot but apprehend that a Revolution in 
this Country is a calamity which men not- 
younger than you, my Lord, or myſelf, 
| may 
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may have the misfortune” to witneſs. In the 
event of à National Bankruptcy, and perhaps 
in ſome other very poſſible events, that terrible 
calamity would be unavoidable, unlefs ſome- 
ching Had previouſly been done to reſtore the 
confidence of the Public in the integrity of 
Parliament; and unleſs to that confidence the 
zeal and generous enthuſiaſm were added 
which the People can never feel as they ought 
while Popular Rights are in a ſtate of oppreſ- 
ſion or inſecurity, That previous Reform which 
I have alluded to; ſeems therefore to bea mea- 
ſure of the utmoſt moment to the Public; I 


mean that it may be effected on moderate prin- 
ciples before any great National concuſſion 


may agitate the mind of the Public too deeply, 
and general diſcontent may be exaſperated to 
diſaffection and revolutionary rage. And I 
ſhould therefore confider the publication of 
your Lordſhip's ſentiments on the beſt and 
moſt feaſable plan for effecting a moderate Re- 
form, to be highly deſirable, as the tendency of 
ſuch a publication would be very much to fa- 
cilitate the ſucceſs of ſuch a Reform; not now 
indeed, when the majority of the more opulent 
claſſes ſeem blind to the means of averting the 
danger which they dread ; but certainly at that 
time; which cannot be far diſtant, when ano- 
ther great War with France ſhall have pro- 
duced ſtill more ſevere diſtreſs, and more 
threatening appearances of public diſcontent 


than we have yet beheld “. 
On 


The Editor underſtood from Lord Lanſdown, on his return 
to London, in May, 1803, that he had not been able to find the 


Paper 
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have had their uſual good effect to the ful 


(4 

On this account, my Lord, I hope you will 
have the goodneſs to excuſe my ſuggeſting a 
with. that, on looking among your Papers at 
Bowood, -you may be able to find the Piece in 
queſtion ; though, after all, I believe I hardly 
ſhould have ventured to trouble your Lordihip 
in ſearching for it, if you had not yourſelf in- 
timated a deſign to make another attempt to 


find it. 5 


I moſt ſincerely wiſh the Bath Waters may 


upon your health, and that 1 may have the 
pleaſure to ſee your Lordſhip on your return 
to Tqwn in May,' atleaſt as Rout and well as 


when you left it. I am ever, 


My Lor S 
With high regard, 222 
faichfully :- 


Yout's'moſt 


Paper in queſtion, After that time his declining ſtate of health, 


to his death in 18035, rendered it improper to treuble Lord 


Lanſdoun with any fazther mention t Paper. Ia dhe 


Editor's various converſations with Lord Lan{down on the ſub- 
jeci of Political Retorm, his Lordſhip's ſentiments r ing the 
bel mode for eſlecting it were never explained. In . the 


preceding leiters written by him, particularly the 1oth of this 
Aeries, dated January 23d, 1798, it is intimated that he had 


formed an opinion peculiar to himſelf upon that ſubject; and that 
opinion probably was ſtated diſtinctiy, and in detail in the Paper 


bo often alluded to. But now, when the predicted ftorm ſeems 
to be gathering round us, the faithful and able Pilot is loſt to the 


Nation, and with bim the intended legacy of his parting advice. 


"The peculiar principle which Lord Lanſdown approved, as moſt 


likely to produce @ fare and honourable Reform, in all probability 
will remain a ſecret, and will be the ſubject of uncenain conjec- 
tute. | | | 
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Containing the EpiTok's Correspondence 
with the Hon. CHARLES JaMes Fox. 


LETTER I. 


From the Rev. C. WrVvILIL to the Hon. 
CHARLES James Fox. 


BurTow HALL, near Bedale, May 292, 1797. 
Sir, 17-9 


HAVE the honour to transmit for yeur 

consideration the inclosed requisition, 
and List of Signatures annexed. Respecting 
the list I would beg leave to observe, that 
between thirty and forty of the names sub- 
«ribed are neu names; that is, they are the 
names of persons who, in 1795, were either 
inactive, or both active and hostile to our 
cause, I have marked them with a cross. 
It is also material to remark, that the list 
consists, for the greatest part, of gentlemen 
of landed estates in the North- riding; our 
friends in other parts having been too much 
dispirited by the defeat, in 1795, to come 
forward on this occasion. Respecting the 
disposition of the country, it is impossible to 
peak with precision; but I judge it to stand 
nearly thus: a great proportion of the mer- 
antile interest is adverse to the principles of 
liberty ; and partly from mercenary motives, - 


TH 


more from the excess of high church bigotry 
are devoted to the present minister, and pro- 
bably would continue so, even if he should 
be suffered to complete the ruin of the coun- 
try. A considerable body of the landed gen- 
tlemen are still attached to him, but his hold 


on their minds is far from being firm. On 


the contrary side, we reckon a small minority 
of the manufacturers and merchants, very 
respectable for character, and firm in their 
attachment to the principles of liberty, but a 
good deal dispirited by the 2 superiority 
of their adversaries, especially in the trading 
towns; a majority probably of the landed 
gentlemen, almost all the smaller freeholdery, 
and the shop-keepers, with few exceptions, 
A previous meeting of gentlemen friendly to 
the requisition is intended to be held on 
Tuesday the 6th of June, At that meeting, 
it is by no means my intention to advise an 
immediate tender of the requisition to the 
Sheriff. When TI engaged in this business, 
I foresaw various difficulties, particularly 
from the uncertain issue of the pending ne- 
gociation ; and for this and other-reasons, the 
requisition was drawn up in general terms. 
The overture which has been made has, how- 
ever, been the means of collecting together a 
considerable body of the landed gentlemen ci 
this part of Yorkshire, with a. few more of 
t respectability in the other two district 

y wish is, that on the 6th of June they 
may adjourn to some day near the end of 
July, or the beginning of August, then to 


consider the expediency of bringing * 
the 
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the requisition. And I conceive, that if at 


that time negociation shall be over, and the 


continuance of the war shall be ascertained; 
we may safely proceed to the sheriff with our 
requisition. e shall indeed be violently 
opposed by the majority of the Leeds mer- 


chants; but, thus circumstanced, we shall 


have the general sense of the landed interest 
with us; and none, or very few but the im- 
mediate dependents of the merchants, the re- 
tainers of ministry, and the personal friends 
of the two county members, will appear in 
opposition to us. But when I consider the 
prospect as thus encouraging in Yorkshire, 
in case the war should be continued, I beg to 
be thus understood, viz, I think it necessary 
that some strong encouraging declaration, 
and better still if accompanied with their sig- 
natures to the requisition, should be sent 
down by the Duke of Norfolk, Earl Thanet, 
the Duke of Northumberland, and as many 
of the other 'Yorkshire nobility as may be of 
milar sentiments, to be produced to the 
meeting on the 6th of June. They should 
to give their active support, and, if 
possible, their personal attendance at the pro- 
posed county meeting. That is the sort of de- 
claration I mean; which, with their · signa- 
tures to be brought forward, in the event of 
a failure in the negociation for peace, and the 
consequent resolution of a second meeting of 
our friends in July or August, to tender the 
requisition to the sheriff, I think would suf- 
iciently encourage ox friends, and enable us 
2 to 


* 


$ V- 3 
to make the proposed movement with a fair 
probability of success. But unless active and 

personal assistance may be relied on from the 
peers and other powerful persons, who are 
generous enough to side with you in 
porting the cause of civil and religious L 
berty, I fear it will be long before it will be 
possible to make any head. against our oppo- 
nents. | | 182 
I have just written to the peers named in 
this letter, and some others ; I consider their 
active support as so essential, that withoutit 
the present overture will most probably fail; 
but with that assistance, and in the circum- 
stance of a certain continuance of the war, I 
think a meeting of the county of Vork may 
be resolved on, not only without hazard to 
the public cause, but with great advantage 
to it. And after having written to the peers 
alluded to, I thought it right to state these 
circumstances to you, and even to trouble 
you with my opinion upon them; consider- 
ing your interference with our noble friends 
to be the only effectual means of bringing 
them generally to the resolution, which 
seems absolutely necessary, to put the popu- 
lar cause upon a respectable footing in York- 
shire; and at the same time to guard against 
the too probable excesses of popular zeal, if 
left to itself, from the neglect of their natural 
leaders to place themselves at the head of 
respectable bodies of men, united in the 
support of the public cause. g 
And trust, Sir, for these reasons you _ 
* 12 N 
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have the goodness to excuse my having tres- 
passed so much upon your time; and to be- 
lieve that 2 | | 
I am, with high respect, 95 
Your most faithful and obedient servant, 
C. WYVIEL,* 


- * The preceding volumes of this collection contain the letters 
ich form the editor's public correspondence with the Hon. 
J. Fox, during the struggle for peace and reform, which the 
American war, and the consequent increase of the power-of the 
crown, at last produced. From the year 1786, in which the 
Yorkshire Committee was virtually dissolved, to the year 1797, 
no fit opportunity had presented itself for renewing the strugg 
for reform in that county, In 1795, numerous meetings of 
the people, in and near the capital, had been held indeed, and 
by them the redress of political grievances bad been loudly de- 
manded. But those meetings were, for the most part, assem- 
blages of the inferior citizens ; and by them too much heat was 
manifested to encourage the counties to concur with their mea- 


mures. In Vorkshire, particularly, the proceedings alluded to in- 


creased the disgust and apprehension of violent innovations 
which had been before excited. Undoubtedly, f riots in the 
capita] had been or might be the consequence of such great as- 
zemblies of the people, the law had provided means for their 
suppression, which would have been found sufficient. But the 
minister prefer ed other means for the restraint of popular ex- 
cesses more sultable to his character and views. He propose 

a bill to parliament which went to Ty less than to intringe 
the Declaration of Rights passed by the King and Parliament at 
the Revolution, which was in effect the foundation on which 
the new dynasty rested their title to the throne, and which the 
nation justly considered to be the bulwark of our freedom, 
Yet such was the panic fear, which the rashness of those meet- 
ings had spread through the country, that this pernicious mea- 
zure met with no general 228 ; or none sufficiently power : 
ful to prevent its adoption by the legislature. In Yorkshire an 
effort was made to animate the freeholders to defend the ancient 
limits of the constitution, but it was made in vain.—In less than 
two years, however, the sentiments of the public underwent a 
material change. The war with France had been begun in a2 
paroxysm of passion; misconduct and misfortune had marked 
its progress ; and it was then continued with no rational pros 

of success. At last the nation grew weary of a contest, in which 
mncreasing distress was to be endured, fer no definite and high- 
ly important object, for no cause equal to the sacrifice of gene- 
ral comfort. hen the war became gs =o corruption 
gain became odious, and the delusions, which had been too 
long the support of the new system of administration, lost 
their influence, at least, in a considerable degree. In May 
1797, appearances induced * editor to hope that the time 
| | | Was, 
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LETTER II. 


From the Hon, C. J. Fox to the Rev. C. 
WrvI1LL, | | 
Sir, 

1 AM much obliged to you for your letter, 

which I have this day received, together 
with the list of the gentlemen who have 
signed the requisition. I have done all in 
my power to persuade the Duke of Norfolk 
to take an active part, and I have little doubt 
but he will do so by and bye, though I ques- 
tion whether at present he will put his name 
to the requisition. Of the Duke of Northum- 


berland and Lord Thanet making every ex- 
ertion 


was, or s00n would be arrived, when the interference of the 
counties might be successfully called forth, the return of peace 
might be accelerated, the integrity of the Bill of Rights might 


on pre exactly similar to those which in 1780 the county, 
of York h . 


at the appointment of deputies, circumstances had arisen in 
Yorkshire which necessarily kept the editor at a distance from 
any intimate connection with him. A prior engagement to bis 


neither conversed nor corresponded with Mr. Fox. In 1798, 
that connectien was discontinued, for reasons which 4 
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ertion in their power I have no doubt, and 
dare say they have both already answered 
the letters you have written to them, to that 
effect. Lord Thanet will, I doubt not, go 
down if the county meeting takes place ; 
which cannot be expec or desired 
of the Duke of Northumberland in his 


declared. But still no epistolary correspondence or 

intercourse with Mr. Fox had taken place, before the 
date of this letter. In the mean time Mr. Eox had much in- 
creased his claim to the gratitude of his countrymen, by his o 
position to the enslaving doctrines of Mr. Burke. Against 
aault of his inconsistent associate, he had defended the prin. 
ples of liberty in parliamentary debate. The declining cause 

his fellow-men he had maintained victoriously, but had 

lost with his ionate friend, a proportion of his noble 
adherents. From that time Mr. Fox constantly had been the 
advocate of peace, the defender of popular rights, and the 
promoter of a just but moderate correction of our political 
abuses. The editor's confidence in Mr. Fox, as a statesman 
whose wisdom and whose benevolence alike prompted him 
thus to support the true interest of his country, was then com- 
plete, He felt the strongest conviction, that, as far as might be 
practicable, Mr. Fox would continua to urge the return of 
peace, the re- establishment of our violated rights, and tho 
concession of fresh securities to national freedom; and 
tusted, that in the opinion of this patriot- statesman, the crisis 
would oy or excuse-the application. 

On these grounds, and with the hope of thus obtaining a more 
extended co-operation, this first letter to Mr. Fox was addres- 
j&d by the editor. His answer, and the whole series of his 
mubsequent letters, are here submitted to the inspection of the 
public, with thexconsent of Mr. Fox, given after a re - perusal 
of them in 1804, with that frank generosity which forms the 


prominent feature of his character. How much the editor 


considers himself to be indebted for this obliging compliance, or 
how highly he values the various proofs- of his esteem and re- 
gard, which, in the course of their correspondence, he recaived 
rom this illustrious statesman, he will not attempt to express. 
He will only offer him his thanks, and to the assurance of his 
* sensibility, add his most sincere and ardent wish, that 
nal success may crown his labours for the liberty and happiness 
of his countrymen, aud for the general welfare of Europe. 


* These minute particularities are thus anxiou-ly introduced by the edi- 
tor, to demonstrate the truth of his assertion to Mr. Ma on, in his letter 
— 19,1794. See the fifth volume of Political Papers, Nuraber 6, 

26. ; 8 
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state of health. I think the plan of delay 
very judicious, as by that means the business 
may be kept alive, without coming to a deci- 
sion at a moment when, in the opinion of 
many of our friends, there is so much 

of defeat. A few weeks may produce many 
events which may encourage our friends to 
appear, and much more discourage the ene. 
my. The Duke of Devonshire, the Duke of 
Leeds, Lord Fitzwilliam, and even Lord Car- 
lisle, are, I believe, all of them completely 
dissatisfied with the present ministry; though 
I am afraid still far from agreeing with you 
or me on some very essential points; and! 
should not be surprised if some of these 
were to come so far round, between this time 
and August, as to support a petition for the 
dismission of ministers. And probably by 
that time those who are determined (upon 
what pretence I know not) to believe that a 
negociation is now going on for pee, will 
be satisfied upon that head. | 

I am much obliged to you for your infor- 
mation in regard to the state of Yorkshire, 
which coincides nearly with the other ac- 
counts I have received of your county. The 

rseverance of the commercial interest in 
the West Riding, has a terrible effect in dis- 
couraging our friends, and none more than 
the Duke of Norfolk, whose interest, I un- 


derstand, lies _ in that district“; but 
nothing 


From his connection with the West Riding of Yorksbire, r 
his extensive estates in Shetheld, and its neighbourhood, the 
Puke of Norfolk probably formed his sentiments of the d 
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( 1 
nothing shall be wanting, on my part, to 
incite him to activity. Lord Petre told me, 
some time since, that he had already written 


to his . to support the requisition; and, 


though he, any more than the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, is not in a state of health to go 
down, I have no doubt but he will do any 
thing else that you wish. 

If at any time any thing occurs to you, in 
which I can be of service, pray do me the 
favour to write to me. And nn me, 


with great regard, 


Your most obedient servant, 


| G. J . FOX. 
ST. AnNE's Hitt, Ist June. 


LETTER III. 


From the Rev. C. Wenk to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


8 June geh, 1797. 


7 * great RVs in assuring you, and 
I take the earliest opportunity to do it, 
after my return from the meeting, that our 
affairs are now in a good posture in York- 
hire. The meeting, on the 6th of June, 
consisted of above sixty gentlemen; and 


tion of the Yorkshire gentlemen more unfavourabl than he 
would have done, if he deen more connected with the other 
dstriets of that county. | 

though 


„ 
though there was some aukward debating 
at first, yet that was got over, and the gentle. 


men came unanimously to the resolution to 


state reasons for disapproving the present mi- 
nisters; which were in substance the same 
as those I offered to the meeting, except that 
what related to Ireland in my proposition 
was omitted. They have adjourned to the 
assize week, then to determine the question, 
to tender the requisition to the high sheriff 
and if peace should not be obtained, or it 
should not be ascertained at least, that it will 
be obtained soon, there will, I am confident, 
be no hesitation to send the requisition to the 
Sheriff; and we may look forward to the 
event of a county meeting with a great pro- 
bability of success. Still, however, it must 
be understood, that JI venture to state this 
good prospect as existing only under a suppo- 
sition of support from the Duke of Norfolk, 


and the other peers, &c. as stated in a for- 


mer letter. | | 
I am happy to add, that Earl Thanet and 


the Duke of Northumberland have given 


their signatures to the requisition. 
I have the honour to be, 
With high respect, 
. Sir, 
Your most faithful servant, 
C. WYVILL, 
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LETTER IV. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. | 


dennen tus, Jaz. 12th, 1798. 


oF the ist 7 N current, T trans- 
mitted to you a copy of the resolu- 
tions ® agreed to that day, by a * of 
gentlemen friendly to the proposed 

tion to the sheriff to call a meeting "this 
county, I trust you would find in the reso- 
lutions sentiments which you could approve, 
uttered in a tone of firmness and determina- 
tion which marks the increasing vigour of 
our friends. It is material to observe, that 


those sentiments were unanimously adopted 


by a meeting of about fifty gentlemen, of 
whom many never had attended before, and 
xeveral were new converts from our oppo- 


nents. Since the resolutions were passed, 


the opinion of the county, as far as I have 
hitherto been able to collect it, appears to be 
favourable to us; and I have very recently 
heard of some considerable accession of 
strength, in this part of TLorkshire, from the 


entire conversion of gentlemen and inde- 


* yeomen, lately hostile to our cause. 
more rapid change of opinion has never 


fallen under my observation; and as the 
cause which has produced that change, viz. 


* Revolutions no copy has been preserved by the 
or. 
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the great pressure of taxes, is sure to operate 
with increasing force, I think we may rely 
on having a more animated support in Fe. 
burary, at our fourth requisition meeting; 
and astill greater and more effectual increase 
of — at a county meeting early in 
March. By a longer delay, it is probable, 
we might acquire more strength; but the 
7th of February was pressed upon the gentle- 
men, as the day for their fourth meeting, 
with a view to the calling of a county meet- 
ing the first week of March, for reason; 
which I beg leave to state to you. | 

1. Conceiving the current of popular opi- 
nion to be decidedly turned against the ad- 
ministration; I think the party for peace 
and reform should avail themselves of the 
change by a general and well- combined 
movement; the mariner sets sail when the 
tide is in his favour, and thus makes the 
most expeditious advance. 


2. By the beginning of March it seems 


practicable to bring forward the whole body 
of our friends, or in a few weeks after that 
time; and if the effort should prove success- 
ful, and a c of men and measures 
should take place before the usual season for 
military operations, it is possible, that the 
opening of another — might be pre- 
vented, and a great part of our danger mught 
be averted. And if the effort should unfor- 
tunately fail, T own, I cannot see that the 
failure of this attempt would place us in a 
worse situation than that we should be in, 
if we remained inactive. 

3. I fear 
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3. I fear the triple tax cannot be collected 
without force in the country; and in London 
non-payment in - many cases, and, in many 
more, absolute resistance to the collection, 
may be apprehended ; the consequence of 
which will 1 such a scene of gene- 
ral uproar and confusion, as would, for some 
time at least, render popular meetings un- 
advisable, particularly in London. So that 
if the opportunity of a general movement 
between this time and the beginning of April, 
should be neglected, no other is likely to 
offer itself, before the sense of unendurable 
grievance will have produced that terrible 
crisis of popular frenzy, in which even your 
powerful and meritorious exertions would be 
unavailing to prevent a civil war, and yet 
preserve the freedom of your country. | 

Such were the views which induced me to 
press the Yorkshire gentlemen, on the Ist of 
January, to come to an early decision of the 
question respecting a county meeting, which 
some of my friends, whom I highly respect, 
were rather inclined to postpone to an inde- 
finite time. I almost flatter myself, that you 
will approve these reasons; and if I am $0 
fortunate as to find that is the fact, your ap- 
probation will determine me to persevere in 
the plan; which, however, I shall readily 
abandon, if you see great objections to it; 
and giving up the long pending requisition, 
[ shall concur, on the 7th of February, with 
those gentlemen who may wish to adjourn 
sine die. | 

I will only beg at present to trouble you 

54. with 
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with one observation — —_— is this 


if you think the opportuni Mya 
on ment ought not to be nf papay bay it wi be of 
great importance in Yorkshire, that we have 
the active assistance, and, as far as possible, 
the personal attendance at the county meet. 
ing of all the peers and commoners of lay: 
e who agree with us in sentimentz, 
s I formerly took the liberty to state to 
you; and I now think that unless all, c 
nearly all, the persons alluded to, will thus 
co-operate with the gentlemen who have at. 
tended those previous meetings, it is unlikely 
that a meeting of the county of York can 
be held with advantage, or will be attempted 
in February. But if near —  —— 
gentlemen v alluded to will send their signs- 
tures to the requsition, to be laid before tir 
meeting on the 7th of February, and will 
promise attendance at the county” meeting, 
my opinion is, that we shall be victorious, 

though not without a severe le. 
I have the honour we 

With high respect, 

"IE most faithful humble servant, 


C. WYVILL. 
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LETTER V. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev, 
C. WrviLL. 


Sir, r 

] RECEIVED a week ago your obliging 
letter of the 12th instant, but as the point 

upon which you ask my opinion is of great 

importance, I wished to defer answering it, till 

I could consult some persons whose opinions 


upon a business of this nature appeared to me Fo 


of great consequence. | | 
have the satisfaction to find, that all those 
whom I have consulted, agree exactly with 
me, both in approving what has been done at 
York, and in thinking it right to go forward 
if there is a reasonable prospect of success; 
how far there is, or is not, such a prospect, 
is a matter upon which, at this distance, it is 


next to impossible to form any judgment. 


Upon this head, however, I am sorry to say, 
that when I last saw the Duke of Norfolk; 


his Grace was of opinion, that little or no 


alteration had taken place in the manufactur- 
ing and populous districts of the West Rid- 
ng; and I am much afraid, that his opinion 
upon this subject will make him, if not 
wholly inactive, at least, far less strenuous in 
his exertions than he would otherwise be. 
However, you may depend upon my saying 
every thing to him upon the matter, tha 
can induce him to come forward. 83 
L think it the more material that something 
." (always 
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(always supposing a reasonable prospect of 


success) should be attempted in your county, 
because I am pretty sure there are several 
other counties in the north, who would fol- 
low your lead, but where it is thought that 
to stir without Yorkshire, would answer no 
important purpose. 


I have no great fear in this part of the 


world of any resistance to the tax, unless in- 
ability to pay can be called resistance; but 
still I perfectly agree with you, in seeing 
many weighty reasons why the efforts of 
those who wish to give the country one 
chance for salvation, ought not to be post- 
poned. 

I have no doubt but the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland and Lord Thanet will, renew 
their signatures; but if by any accident they 
should omit it, I should think“ there could 
be no objection of availing yourselves of their 
former signatures, where as in this case, there 
is no reason for suspecting any change of 
sentiments. | 

I am, with great regard, 
| mr, 
Your most obedient 
and most humble servant, 
| C. J. FOX. 


Sr. Ax VAW HILL, Jan. 22. 
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LETTER VI. 
From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 
1 C. J. Fox. 


BukTon-HaLL, Jan. 29, 1798. 
Sir, | 

1 AM very happy to find from your favour 
of the 22d instant, that what has been 
done at York is approved by you, and by 
such of your friends as you have had an op- 
portunity of consulting. From what you 
mention of the Duke of Norfolk, I fear, we 
have not much to hope from his Grace at 
present. 'To his reserve, the continued timo- 
rousness of many well-wishers in the West 
of Yorkshire may be imputed, in a great 
measure; they have been browzbeaten se- 
verely at Leeds and Wakefield, and, without 


some extraordinary assistance held out to 


them, they will not easily recover their cour- 
age. Tet so great is the increase of zeal and 
numbers on our side in the North-Riding, 
that I am not inclined to think that the en- 
terprise of taking the sense of this county 
will be abandoned on the 7th of February, 
if you are able to give assurance of support, 
from the other noblemen and gentlemen, 
or most of them; and that support to be 
given not languidly, and by letter only, but 
strenuously, and at the scene of action, by 
those who can attend. It is even possible 
the attempt may be made, though you should 
be unable to communicate any such assur- 
C 2 | ance; 


1322 


ance; so strongly does this part of the county 
incline that way, and so much do they de- 
spise the mean and mercenary motives, by 
which many of their violent opponents at 
Leeds are suspected to be biassed. The 
wishes of the middle and lower classes are 
clearly with us; and, deserted by them, the 
commercial aristocracy of Leeds would ceage 
to be formidable. This is language of more 
encouragement than I was able to hold some 
weeks ago; yet still it is matter of great un- 
certainty, what the resolutions on the 7th 
of February may be. I wish most anxiously 
for some favourable answers from the peers, 
and other persons of great property, to 
whom you mean to apply. I think nothing 
more 1s wanting, than some respectable sup- 
port from them, to render our success nearly 
certain. 

I propose going to York, on Monday the 
fifth of February, where I hope to have the 
honour of hearing again from you, should! 

not receive a letter from you, before I leave 
Burton. | 
„ 8 
With the greatest truth and zeal, 
Your most faithful humble servant, 


C. WYVYILL. 
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LETTER VII. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 


C. WrVvILL. | 
Sir, | 
1 yesterday your letter, and 
am very glad to hear, that in one part of 
the country there seems to be so good a spirit 
as you describe in the North-Riding; but I 
am told the accounts from the West-Riding 
are exceedingly bad. Whether the dismissal 
of their Lord 3 on account of his 
having spoken of the sovereignty of the 
people, (the only ground that I know upon 
which the protestant succession can stand) 
will produce any effect among them, re- 
mains to be seen. I am afraid, that I can- 
not encourage you to hope for much active 
assistance on Wednesday, from the persons 
concerning whom you inquire; but if the 
meeting is called, I have little doubt, but 
most of them will do all they can to support 
it, It may be proper ta mention that Lord 
Petre, though very adverse to the minis 
and the war, is not yet, I believe, a friend to 
reform in parliament, though Mr. Howard, 
and all those most connected with him, are. 
| hear the Duke of Northumberland was 
much against calling a Middlesex meeting at 
present, but I have not heard his reasons, 
and I suspect his objections were only to the 
Ume. | | 
My opinion continues to be, that a meet- 
C3 ing 
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ing will be a desirable measure, if there is a 
reasonable chance of success; if not, of course 
there can be but one opinion. The 1 
in this part of the world, (1 mean the Me- 
tropolis and its environs) I believe are dis- 
appointed at not having been better support- 
ed through the country, in their opposition 
to the assessed taxes; but still the spirit is I 
believe very strong, not only against the 
ministry, but for reform, and I think it will 
appear to be so, whenever they see a pros- 
t of acting in concert with other parts of 
the kingdom, and particularly Yorkshire, 
Jam, with great regard, 


Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
| C. J. FOX, 
St. Anne's Hill, 

Sunday, February 4, 1798. 
RQKER_=—_R__—_—T—_—__” 
LETTER VIII. 

From the Rev. C. WrviILL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. | 
Sir, 


1 . BurTox-HaLL, Jan. 31, 1799. 


N Sunday last I transmitted to you a2 
copy of a pamphlet which I have just 
prepared for publication, in defence of your 
conduct and your friends, in seceding from 
arliament. Copies also have been, and 
will be sent to about twenty of the principal 
seceders, and also to the Earl of Buchan 
and the Marquis of Lansdown, M 
* di 
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My inducement to write this paper was, 
the prevalence of the idea, in a great body 
of well-meaning persons, that secession was 
contrary to the duty of a representative. In 
this respect, their opinion might be rectified, 
I hoped, by showing that secession, in some 
extreme cases, is agreeable to the principles 
of the constitution. I found, too, that not 
a few of your warmest friends regretted your 
conduct, blaming, as hurtful to the com- 
mon cause, that retirement from parliament, 
which, coupled as it was with your declara- 
tion to your constituents, was to my mind a 
proof, at once, of the most manly decision 
and consummate judgment. After having 
put my thoughts together, nearly in the form 
in which I hope you have received them, I 
consulted Mr. Erskine on the point of legality, 
conceiving in this case, it behoved me to be 
more than ever cautious not to offend against 
the laws of our country, not merely from 
regard to personal security, but from the 
conviction more especially, that a strict ad- 
herence to law afforded the best, perhaps the 
only, chance of success. 

Soon after that, Mr Erskine had the good- 
ness to communicate his opinion, that the 
pamphlet was unquestionably legal, yet ap- 
prising me, that, in times like the present, it 
was impossible for him to pledge himself to 
the absolute safety of publication. I had 
obtained from your most excellent friend the 
assurance I wished, and immediately ordered 

WT my 
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my printer to dispatch the business of the 
press, with all possible expedition. But 
before I pass on to the remaining step of 
publication, it is due to you, Sir, that ] pause 
here, to request, and I hope to receive, your 
decided opinion on the _ or inutility of 
the proposed publication. If my plea rests 
upon grounds on which you think it ought 
not to be rested; if my argument for the 
secession appears to you to be inconclusive, 
or the general view of your system of policy, 
which is subsequently held out, is unsatis- 
factory ; or upon the whole, if you appre- 
hend, that this vindication of your conduct, 
however honestly intended, is more likely 
to do harm than good, I certainly shall net 
hesitate, in deference to your superior judg- 
ment, to withdraw this piece, at least for the 
present, and during that state of public al- 
fairs in which you judge its appearance un- 
advisable. 

But if your opinion should be, that the 
publication in question might be useful to 
the general cause, though you cannot ap- 
prove every sentiment, or concur in every 
argument it contains, (which I cannot flat- 
ter myself you will) yet in this case, en- 
couraged by your opinion that it might be 
useful in some degree to publish, I certainly 
shall send this pamphlet forth, in a short 
time, not yet exactly fixed, Most ardently 
wishing you health and happiness, and final 

| | SUCCESS 
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Success in the great cause you have so nobly 
defended. | 
I remain, Sir, 
With the highest respect, 
Your most faithful Servant, 


C. WYVILL. 


P. 8. I think appearances in Yorkshire are 
somewhat less unfavourable than they were 
for some months before. But I forbear to 
detail them at present. I hope to have an 
opportunity of conversing with many of our 
friends, in different parts of the county, some 
time in spring. 'The result, .as it may then 
appear to me, I shall not fail to communi- 
cate, In the mean time, it is in candour to 
be confessed that many. of my friends des- 
pond, * I do not. 


LETTER IX. 

From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
C. WYVILL. 

Sir, 


I RECEIVED yesterday your obliging let- 
ter, for which I return you many thanks. 
Your vindication of the secession appears to 


me to put it exactly on the grounds upon 
which 
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which it was taken, and is written in such x 
manner, both in respect to argument, and to 
propriety of sentiment, that it will give me, 
and I dare say every other seceder, the great- 
est satisfaction to see it published. 
It gives me particular pleasure, to see that 
a person of your judgment lays so much 
stress upon the treason and sedition bills; for 
I confess, they are the measures which seem 
to me to have struck the most vitally at the 
principles of the constitution; but I am a. 
fraid, this is far from being a general opinion. 
The sort of hatred mixed with contempt, 
which is, I believe, pretty generally felt a- 
gainst those, whose meetings were the cause, 
or at least the pretence of those bills, has [ 


fear, made too many acquiesce in them at 


least, if not approve them. I do not think 


either of those feelings reasonable, and Jam 


sure both together cannot be so; and least 
of all, can it be possible that persons or so- 
cieties whom we consider as despicable, can 
afford a ground for weakening the general 
defences of a free constitution. 

I am very glad to hear that you do not des- 
pond about Yorkshire; but I confess I am 
much more sure, that without Yorkshire, no- 
thing can be done, than that with it there is 
much chance-of reviving in the country any 
true spirit of liberty. The city of London, 
at least, the more wealthy part of it, 1s the 


very 
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a Wl very bone, that there can be no hopes from 
to them. 


e I am, with great truth and regard, 
t- 5 Sir. 5 ; 
| Your obedient servant, 


at | þ-4 J , Fox. 
h Sr, Auxe's Hitt, Monday. | | 


P. S. I see by the papers, that Mr. Pitt and 
e bis friends Justify the dismissal of Sir John 
Parnell, as necessary to evince his sincerity 
in the measure of the union. Pray what must 
t we think of his sincerity, when he proposed 

; parliamentary reform in 1785, if it is to be 


e, uied by this criterion ? 

[ 
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BuxTox-HaLL, Feb. 14th, 1799. 


an From the Rev. C. WWII IL to the Hon. 
al C. J. Fox. 

Sir, 
m K gave me the greatest pleasure to find from 

your obliging letter, that you approve of 
is my pamphlet, and think the publication of it 
ny may be, in some degree, useful to the cause 
n, of liberty. = | 
he Directions were sent without delay to the 
he printer at York, to distribute a considerable 
1) number of copies there, and in the county 
and a cargo has been sent to London. But 
there has been a difficulty, and it is not yet 

| f got 
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got over, in procuring a publisher any Where. 
All the booksellers in the country who have 


been applied to, are too much intimidated to 


engage in the business, though informed that 
an able lawyer had been consulted on the 
point of legality, and had given a favourable 
opinion. Several of the booksellers in Lon- 
don have also declined; and Mr. Debrett 
alone has had the courage to undertake the 
Sale, provided, on perusing the pamphlet, he 
thinks it safe. I am far from blaming the 
most cautious of these booksellers on this oc- 


casion. 1 mention these circumstances, to 


show the restricted state of the press at pre- 
sent. And yet ministers think the restraint 


insufficient, and threaten us with still severer 


laws. They stifle complaint, and then boast 
that all are contented, and the nation approves 
their measures. If Mr. Debrett, after the 
perusal, should decline publishing, I fear there 
may be some loss of time, before a decent 
publisher will be got 

I am, Sir, 

With the greatest sincerity, 
Your faithful servant, 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER XI. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the' Rev. 


C. WryviLL. 
Sir, 


AM much cbligedto „ your letter of 


the 25th ult. The intelligence it contains 
| does 
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does not much'surprise me, as ever since the 
rerdicts against Mr. G. Wakefield's Book- 
seller, last summer, I have considered the 
liberty of the press to be virtually annihilated. 
The only thing that is left us, 1s the trial by 
jury, and if ever that shall be found material- 
ly inconvenient to our rulers, I am convinced 
they will find as little difficulty as they will 
feel scruple in getting rid of that also. The 
men who can in any state of a country pro- 
pose such a bill as the Irish Attorney General 
has brought in, can certainly stop at no- 
thing. 
2 I am, with great regard, 
| Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. J. FOX. 


ST. ANNE'S HILL, 


Friday, Mar. Ist. 1799. 


LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Hon. 
| C Ic: Four. | 


BukxTox-Hart, July 12th, 1799. 
Sir, 8 


INCE the return of the spring, I have 
seen at York, Durham, Newcastle, &c. 
many gentlemen who are zealous friends to 
the cause of liberty. And I now sit down 
with pleasure to perform my promise in a 
former letter, by communicating to you the 
information I have received, and my opinion 

upon the whole. 
With 
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With regard to the general temper of the Ml A 
country, all are agreed in thinking, there ner WM 5 
has been a time in the present reign, in which p. 
the spirit of the people was sunk so low, as t * 
is at present. The pressure of the taxes is in- Y 
deed felt with increasing uneasiness, by mu- | 
ny classes of men; but the combination of ll 
the rich is still so general to support the pre. Wl ?! 
sent system, and they who disapprove it, are U 
still -so evidently the minority of that class 
that nothing can be done at county- meeting; ¶ be 
and the wish to remonstrate, seems almost ll '* 
lost in dispair to effect any good. I under. fol 

stand that at Leeds, Sheffield, &c. trade, in © 
most of its branches, is flourishing ; and in the Wil I 
opinion of a great majority of mercantile peo- ll de 
ple in those neighbourhoods, better times il 
were never known; they are amassing for- la. 
tunes fast, and it is little to them, that liber- Ve 
ty is in danger, or the great body of the * 
OE me 


people distressed. | 
Among the country gentlemen, a better Wl ** 
disposition may be found; several even of Le. 
the warmest friends of the minister, I am ene 
talch have changed their opinions, and are inc 
grown weary of the war. Of others, | hear, Fre 
that they see danger in the continuance col 
of his internal system, apprehend a tendency 
to revolution, and await that explosion, in lan 
anxious suspense, which they think must be by 
the inevitable consequence of the coercive mea- 
sures which have been for some years adopt- 
ed. These last are rather inactive, than neu- It 
tral; their sentiments are nearly our own; and 
a little patience on our part, with a 3 

| | absU- 
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abstinence from any measure which is not 
ztrictly constitutional in its principle, and 
plainly pacific in its tendency, will probably 
win them over to assist the cause we approve. 
Yet they may be slow to form a decided reso- 
lution, and before they have actually joined 
in any constitutional attempt to preserve the 
public liberty, both liberty and the constitu- 
tion may be irrecoverably lost. 

This is a danger to which their too jealous 
hesitation plainly exposes us. But all endea- 
yours to urge men of this dilatory character 
forward, and to cut short their delays, it is 
to be feared, might have a contrary effect. 
The attempt to obtain the interposition of 
the people, with a view to alter the measures 
of government, by their influence with par- 
lament, would be imprudent, I believe, till 
we are reinforced by this class of men. Till 
we are sure of their concurrence; - county 
meetings would be premature; such men 
would either absent themselves, or, from re- 
newed apprehensions of the people, join the 
enemy. This is the opinion of my friends, 
ae and I very much concur with them in it. 
ar, From this statement, it is not very obvious to 
ice collect sufficient reasons for hoping, that li- 
c berty can be successfully defended in Eng- 
in land by the only means we wish to employ, 
be by the use of reason, and pacific appeal in 
ea- the way of constituton. If it were proba- 
pt- ble, that ministers would soon make peace 
u- with France, by renouncing our acquisitions 
nd from Holland, or that by the assistance of 
us I Austria and Russia, they could compel her to 
tis acquiesce 
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acquiesce in our retaining the settlements al. 
luded to, restoring the Stadtholder, &c. | 
must own, I should be much inclined in ei- 
ther of these cases to despond. But neither 
of these events seems probable. I therefore 
think, we ought not to be discouraged by the 


long delusion of the public, by the little zeal 
hitherto manifested for a change of system, 
or by the apparent disregard of those rights 
of petition and free discussion, which have 
been infringed or destroyed by the minister; 
and without which, no other right can long 
be preserved. It seems impossible to sup- 
pose that the English nation has ceased to 
love that liberty which it understands, and 
has long enjoyed ; for which it has often shed 
its blood, and which more than once ithas de- 
fended in the present reign, with all the vi- 


gour of the old English character. It has been 


alarmed, it has been deluded, and in conse- 
quence of that alarm and delusion, artfully 
managed by the minister, it has borne a tax- 
ation, which in other circumstances would 
have been found intolerable, and the privation 
of rights, to preserve which, twenty years 
ago, every risque would have been encoun- 
tered. But the passion of liberty is not en- 
tinct, though for a time it has been suppres- 
sed. It will be revived among us by the con- 
sequences of the war, I trust, to more energetic 
exertions than this age and country have wit. 
nessed. Events have much falsifyed the 
minister's calculations, and deranged his plans. 
When be acceded to the wishes of the court, 


and commenced his new system, he probably 
| neither 
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neither expected so long a war, nor to be 
driven by the opposition of the lower classes 
to adopt measures of such barefaced tyranny. 

In this perilous track, he has gone too far to 
recede. The continued war will not allow 
him to do-that. He must proceed in it, or 
he must resign. He has made his election, 

and he will undoubtedly pursue the path he 
has chosen. His course in it will be marked 
by the increasing pressure of our burthens, by 
the harsher and sterner government which 

will be experienced, and by new invasions of 
those rights, which give happiness to indivi- 

duals, and dignity to our country. The na- 

tural and necessary consequences of his plan, 

will be more and more severely felt; and the 

nation, I trust, will be undeceived, and rouzed 

to a timely and effectual opposition. 

In this consoling conclusion, I am the 
more ready to rest, because in the American 
war we were exposed to similar dangers ; si- 
milar delusions then prevailed, and the lovers 
of liberty were then reduced to almost equal 
despondence. And yet, after an acquiescence 
much too patient, and, in appearance, marking 
a servile and degraded spirit in the public, a 
national opposition to the minister's corrupt 
and dangerous system at length took place, was 
headed by yourself, and conducted to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. Liberty was at that time 
aved from impending danger; and I hope, by 
the same means, and under the conduct of 
the same leader, it will be saved again, and 
more completely secured than was possible 
before. 

D It 
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It is true, that at that time Lord North 
possessed a less extensive influence than 
what the present minister has at his, com- 
mand; his abilities were less powerful, and 
his character less daring and less persevering. 
They who wish for monarchal aggrandize- 
ment have now at their head a chieftain of 
more formidable power; and one, on whose 
determined firmness they may more confi- 
dently rely. It may be observed, too, that 
the American revolution was effected by men 
of humane and moderate characters ; by 
whom those excesses and outrages were 
wisely avoided, which have since disgraced 
the revolution of France, and unfortunately 
injured the cause of liberty in Great Britain, 
But other variations may be remarked, more 
favourable to the present defenders of free- 
dom, and they may be thought sufficient to 
balance those disadvantages. In Lord North“ 
time, the nation was alarmed for liberty, not 
by any direct violation of its rights, or open 
breach of the constitution, but by the appre- 
hended consequences and remote tendencies 
of his system. The reverse, at present, is the 
case. The administration now is at once 
corrupt and tyrannical. The daring and 
haughty character of Pitt has given to our 
government, a corresponding tone of pride 
and insolence. Pitt boldly robs us of those 
rights, which the system of North was filch. 
ing from us by degrees. He provokes and 
defies the people, whom his more pliant and 
easy predecessor would have been content to 
cajole and amuse. Lord North lett liberty 
| nearly 
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nearly as he found it: but Pitt, should he 
drop to-morrow, would leave us a violated 
constitution; no freedom of the press; the 
bill of rights infringed; and our laws openly 
xt at nought. „ 
It may be considered also as no slight ad- 
vantage, and it seems to have been recently 
obtained, that the minister has completely 
lost the esteem, though he retains the sup- 
port or acquiescence, of the majority. He 
is no longer revered as a virtuous and con- 
sistent statesman. In these respects, no one 


attempts to defend him. He is a convicted 


violator of the constitution, and corruption 
never had a more profuse and unscrupulous 
agent. These are admitted censures; they 
are not, and they cannot be denied. He has 
forfeited the esteem and attachment, general- 
ly, of his disinterested friends. The opinion 
of virtuous men is against him, and that 
opinion, finally will be tollowed by the public. 
At least, I cannot fear, that a minister not 
loved, not respected for his virtues, will be 
pertinaciously supported, when time has 
brought that distress upon the country, which 
ems to, be the certain consequence of his 
plans: and J still less can apprehend that such 
a minister, opposed as he is at present, can 
effect the final ruin of our liberty. The 
struggle in which you have engaged, will 


probably be long and arduous; but I trust it 


will be as successful, as I think it merito- 


nous. — Wishing you a long continuance of 
| health, 


+3 
health, private happiness, and public suc- 
cess, | 
I remain, Sir, 
Your faithful humble servant, 
| C. WYVILL, 


P. S.—After having privately circulated 
near 2000 copies of the Pamphlet on Seces- 
sion, in two editions, I lately offered to Mr. 
Debrett to print a third, if he would be the 
publisher. - The answer was, what there 
was reason to expect, that he must stall de- 


cline it. 


LETTER XIII. 


From the Rev. C. Wrv1LL, to the Hon, 
C.J. For... BK 


BuzTox-HALL, Oct. 25th, 1799. 
Sir, | 


N my letter of the 12th of July last, I stated 
to you, at too great length, -I fear, my 
reasons for hoping that success will yltimate- 
ly crown your efforts to defend the constitu- 
tion. And yet circumstances àt that time 
obliged me to acknowledge, that nothing 
could then be done by general meetings of 
the people. I thought a favourable change 
of sentiments would take place; but I dis- 
tinctly foresaw nothing by which it was to 
be speedily effected. | 
I cannot 


SF = = w — MT—_c Ox. . ð· . 


Wo” Þ Ga 


. 


161 

I cannot refrain from seizing the earliest 
opportunity to inform you, that I now think 
circumstances, which have occurred since my 
return last week from the sca-coast, seem 
likely to give the public mind, in some con- 
siderable degree, and in no very long period 
of time, an impulse in that direction which 
is 50 much to be wished. I do not mean the 


now ascertained defeat of the attempt to re- 


store the stadtholder of Holland; for that 
miscarriage will probably be forgiven. I 
allude to two circumstances, respecting our 
domestic affairs, apparently much less im- 
portant, but which however have made an 
impression on the country, from which the 
most beneficial consequences may be found, 
perhaps, to follow: I mean the disembody- 
ing of the supplemental militia, and the re- 
fusal of the land-tax, from those who have 
not purchased their share of it. The first of 
these measures, I understand, has disgusted 
the officers of the North Yorkshire Regiment, 
who have just received an order for that pur- 
pose. The other, where it has been heard of, 
has created much alarm; and it will probably 
soon become a general alarm in those parts 
of England, which have most to lose by a 
new assessment, when the old land-tax has 
been sold. That the present tax upon land, 
according to the old assessment, has been re- 
fused in this part of Yorkshire, is most cer- 
tain, My own land- tax, which had been paid 
to the parochial collector, has been refused, 
when tendered by him to the receiver, and 
it has just been paid back to me. And from 
| LT what 
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what I have heard from Masham, 20 J con- 
clude it is a general measure. 

I would not lay too much stress upon ap- 
pearances of disgust and alarm, which have 
fallen under my own observation. But dis- 
like of the minister and his despotic mea- 
sures has been expressed to me, in stronger 
terms than I have heard before; and even by 
those who have usually differed with me 
upon these subjects. There is a nascent 
warmth manifested on this occasion, which 
proves that there 1s yet life in the hitherto 
torpid body of the nation. And in a state 
of affairs, critical beyond all example, as the 
present is, there is a variety of events slmost 
sure to happen, any one of which will be 
sufficient, J trust, fully to restore to the 
public the powers of animation, which have 
been so long suspended. I would not ex- 
press these hopes too sanguinely, nor yet con- 
ceal from you the sensation, which these 
measures appear to have excited. 

I remain, with high respect, 
and very sincere good wishes, 
Sir, 
Your most faithful servant, 
C. WYVILL. 
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LETTER XIV. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Nev. 
C. WYVILL. 


Sir, 


I HAVE to return you thanks for the letter 
with which you honoured me in the 
summer, as well as for that of the 25th ult.; 
and I am most sincerely obliged to vou 
for your kind communications. I believe 
from what I-hear, that the defeat in Holland 
does make a good deal of sensation; but what 
political influence it may have upon the pub- 
lic mind, remains to be seen. 

With respect to the two other measures 
which you mention, that respecting the mili 
tia is, I believe, pretty generally (not to say 
universally) disapproved, but is less thought 
of in the parts adjacent to the metropolis, 
than I imagine it is in other parts of the 
kingdom. The refusal of the land-tax has 
not, as far as I can find, taken place at all in 
the near countries, nor do I hear that in this 
part of the world there is any suspicion upon 
the subject. Such a measure would be al- 
arming, no doubt, and would be likely, more 
than any other, to produce powerful effects; 
and I should be much obliged to you, if you 
would let me know, whenever you gain fur- 
ther intelligence upon the subject. There 
were, as I am told, some paragraphs in the 
ministerial papers, previous to the meeting of 
parliament, which threw out a sort of menace 
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to those who had not purchased; but this 
was by many (and especially after parlia- 
ment had separated without any thing bein 
done in the business) considered as a trick 
to drive men to purchase. 

The foolish opposition of the Court of Al- 
dermen to 5 friend, Combe's, being mayor, 
has, I doubt not, very much exasperated the 
livery in general; but whether the livery alone 
can do much if they will, or whether they will 
if they can, is all problematical.—I shall dine 
at Guildhall on Saturday, and shall probably 
hear there as accurate an account of what is 
the state of things in the city as can be pro- 
cured. 'The worst symptom, in my judgment, 
is the total insensibility that seems to me to 
prevail, in regard to the oppressions and in- 
justice exercised against individuals. Roger 
O'Connor's case alone, in any other times, 
would have caused the liveliest sensations; 
and even the cruel sentences against Wake- 
field's booksellers, men, beyond all doubt, 
completely innocent in intention, would have 
rouzed some indignation. | 

I am, with great regard, 
Sir, 
Tour most obedient servant, 
C. J. FOX. 


Sr. AxxNR's HILL, Tuesday. 


P. S. I do not know whether you think, 
as I do, that the liberty of the press is, by 
the late transactions, as much in fact annihi- 


lated, as I apprehended it would be. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


From the Rev. C. WxviIIIL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


Bunrox-Harx, Nov. 10th, 1799. 
„ 


Sir, 
INCE I wrote on the refusal of the land- 
tax, I find that in this neighhourhood it 

has been a general measure; and I have un- 
derstood, from one of the acting magistrates 
in a division at some distance, that in the 28 
townships of that division, the whole land- 
tax has been refused. I hope, in a short time, 
lo be able to give you a more complete ac- 
count of Yorkshire, and other northern 
counties ; as I have written to some of my 
friends upon the subject, and shall have an 


opportunity, in two or three days, to make 


inquiry, personally, in the West-Riding. 
do entirely agree with you, in thinking 
that, in fact, the liberty of the press is lost; 
but as it has been lost, not by any legisla- 
tive change of law, but by the timidity or 
corruption of some juries, I trust the time 
is fast approaching, when the advocates for 
the rights of the people will find juries bet- 
ter disposed to do them justice, than Mr. 
Wakefield and others have found them. 
Some time ago I was informed, that Lord 
Eldon had told the friend who gave me this 
information, that juries were disposed, espe- 
cally in London, to outstep -the wishes of 
ministers; 
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ministers ; and that he, in his official capaci- 
ty, as Attorney General, at that time, found 
it more necessary to keep them back, andre- 
strain their violence, than to push and press 
them forward to conviction. Gince that time, 
the temper of the public is, I believe, mate- 
rially altered ; and Sir J. Mitford will, pro- 
bably, meet with juries less compliant. Yet 
still there is, throughout the nation, so great 
a dread of revolution, and the many horrid 
calamities which would be its inseparable 
concomitants, that whatever tends that way 
must expect the utmost severity from juries. 
And, I am inclined to think, that the disre- 
gard, which you justly remark in the public, 
on the subject of individual oppressions, may 
thus be accounted for, without supposing 
that general want of sympathy to have taken 
place, which would, indeed, render our situ- 
ation utterly hopeless. The persons alluded 
to have been unjustly treated, but their con- 
duct, in a greater or less degree, has been 
thought to have a revolutionary tendency ; 
and the severity of the minister, though irre- 

tlar in some cases, and excessive in others, 
is held to be justifiable, or at least bearable, 
from the necessities of the state, and the 
danger of a civil war. But should he attack 
men of character, whose zeal has been con- 
fined to the pursuit of constitutional reform 
by legal means alone, I trust it would not be 
casy for him to find juries base enough to 
co-operate with him; or, if he did, that the 
oppression of such men would quickly be 


followed by national resentment, and — 
. . - 
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well-merited punisghment. That he once 
meditated such an attack; that he had even 
fixed his revengetul eye upon yourself, the 
Duke of Bedford, and others who stand fore- 
most among the friends of constitutional li- 
berty, I have little doubt ; but the time is 
happily past, when it could be supposed 
possible that such projects might be revolv- 
ing in his mind. Your consummate prudence, 
in the difficult crisis alluded to, and the 
wing distress and discontent of the coun- 
try, have rendered the execution of them im- 
practicable. And trust, during the rest of 
his administration, Mr. Pitt will be reduced 
to fight a defensive battle, constantly losing 
ground, and finally routed and driven from 
his position. | 
[ hope to have the pleasure to hear that 
your reception yesterday was satisfactory, 
not only in passing the streets of London, but 
at - Guildhall, and in the Mansion House. 
The spark of vital animation must first ma- 
nifest itseif, at the heart of the body politic: 
it will then be extended soon to the extre- 
mities. 
I am, with the greatest regard, 
| Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient servant, 
| C. WIVILL. 
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LETTER XVI. 


From the Rev. C. WryILL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


BuxTows-HALL, Dec. 5th, 1799. 
Sir, 

DO not find, that in Northumberland, or 
Durham, any instance of the land-tax 
being refused has occurred. But in the other 
Ridings of Yorkshire, as wall as in this Nor- 
thern one, I believe, there have been many 
refusals, particularly in the neighbourhood 
of Sheffield and Knaresborough. My friends 
from whom TI have received this information, 
are all agreed in thinking this nothing more 
than a temporary delay, till those embarrass- 
ments can be cleared up, which have been 
occasioned in the different offices, for the 
sale of the land-tax, by the inaccuracy of 
clerks, or the want of punctuality in pur- 
chasers. It 1s certain, that menaces have 
been thrown out by the clerks, in many 
parts of the country, that the old land-tax 
would be received no more. But in all pro- 
bability, these have only been the unautho- 
rised effusions of zeal, by subalterns in of- 
fice, who had an instinctive feeling, that 
such threats might be useful, and could not 

be unacceptable to their superiors. 
In my late excursion into the West of 


 Yorkshire, I observed a favourable change 


of opinion in some of my old associates, 
whose 


Us 
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whose conduct, for several years, had not 
been perfectly consistent with their former 
zeal for liberty. They are still unwilling, 
however, to quit the minister. They have 
50 often declared themselves friends to the 
war, and his new coercive system, and feel 
themselves so entangled by these declara- 
tions, that they know not how to leave him. 
This is a false and disingenuous shame, no 
doubt; but the meaner and more corrupt 
motives of mercantile advantage, probably, 
operate on minds still. less ingenuous, with 
r- greater force, and to a far greater extent. 
ny WY ln London, I fear, this is yet very much the 
od ase; from the little support given in the 
ds Common-Council, to the late motion for an 
n, address to the King. I saw with pleasure, 
re however, that you and your friends had been 
5- vell received on going into the city, to at- 
en tend the Lord Mayor. | 

he I am sorry for the dishonourable part late- 
of h acted by two of the greatest men produced 
ir- y the French Revolution: I mean, Sieyes 
ve und Buonaparte. They might have been, 
ny ud 1 hoped they would be, the Franklin and 
ax Washington of France. But to that glori- 
ro- {MW ous distinction, they have poorly preferred 
10- Power; and their names will now be hand- 
of- Ned down to posterity, with the disgrace 
hat Iustly merited by usurpers. Their usurpa- 
not ton may be successful, indeed, both at home 

and abroad. 2 

of Like Cromwell, they may make the pow- 
ae Nes of Europe tremble, and aggrandise their 
tes, country; but, like him, they have violated 
oe every 
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every principle of liberty, retarded the peace. 
ful settlement of their own nation, and in- 
jured freedom in every other. It more than 
ever confirms, however, the. propriety of 
that course of conduct, which has been pur- 
sued by you, Sir, and the other friends of l- 
berty and moderation in this country. |[ 
trust, that your endeavours, peacefully ty 
restore our constitutional rights, will be suc- 
cessful at last. But whether they succeed 
or not, they will intitle you to the everlast. 
ing gratitude and reverence of your n 
men. TRE 

I have not heard what your sentiment 
are on the overthrow of the late government 
of France. But I have thus frankly declared 
my own, from a strong assurance, in my 
mind, that our political principles are too 
nearly the same, to lead on this occasion to 
very different conclusions. 
I am sure, too, that unreserve may be per- 
fectly compatible with the highest deference 
and respect, with which I am ever, 

_ 
Most faithfully yours, 
C. WYVYILL. 
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LETTER XVII. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev, 
C. WrvicL. | 


Sir, 


| WAS much obliged by your letter.of the 
5th ultimo, and have no doubt but your 


conjectures concerning the causes of what 


passed about the land-tax, are just. I am 
glad you found even a tendency to a favour- 
able turn of sentiment in the West-Riding. 
The false shame of quitting a minister whom 
they have supported, does, no doubt, ope- 
rate with many; and constancy is so excel- 


| lent a quality, that I do not wonder that a 


conduct, which has even the appearance of 
it, should recommend itself to good minds. 
But the wide extension of corrupt influence ; 
the odĩium which has been thrown on demo- 
cratical principles; the depression of public 
spirit which that odium, as well as more di- 
rect modes of persecution, has effected; and, 
above all, the military habits of thinking, 
which, -by the mode in which the country 
has been armed, have been rendered $80 
fashionable : these, in my judgment, are 
the principal causes of the state we are fallen 
into. And it is with regard to the last cir- 
cumstance, particularly, that ministers seem 
to me to have acted with most art. The 
esprit de corps is one of the strongest pow- 
ers that operate on the human mind; and by 

making 
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making all gentlemen soldiers, they have 
contrived to make them nearly all royalists, 
in the worst sense of the word. é 
F think exactly as you do, with respect to 
the last revolution at Paris, except that, per- 
haps, I never had conceived so high an opi- 
nion of Sieyes, as you seem to have enter. 
tained. That a great General, like Buona- 
parte, should be inclined to military means 
of effecting a military government, is less to 
be wondered at than lamented; but he had, 
to be sure, a field of glory before him, such 
as no man ever had before; and by taking 
the common and beaten path of ambition, he 
has, as you observe, done much against the 
liberty of mankind, in every part of the 
world. But for Sieyes, there is no excuse.— 
The only good that could come from this 


event, so pernicious to the cause of general bs 
liberty, was peace; and that you see our Wi dr 
ministers are determined to refuse, .Whe- Wi © 
ther this refusal will rouse any spirit here, - M 


mains to be seen; but I think one may sately inc 
say that, if it does not, nothing will. .Lon- Wl & 
don and Yorkshire are the two principal Will cal 
points to which I look; and if even proper ill to 
measures should be adopted in those two Bl co 
places, unless they are carried by such majo- Wi abl 
rities as to have something of the appearance ¶ tos 
of unanimity, they will be ineffectual, the Wl tim 
strength of the crown is so very great. bee 
I do assure you, I am exceedingly obliged bop 
by the unreserved manner in which you ex- appe 

press yourself upon the political events of 
bs France, Pall 
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France, as well as upon our own : and am, 
with great 0 Sir, 


our most obedient servant, 
: C. J. FOX. 
Br. Anne's HILL, Wednesday. 


. 


LETTER XVIII. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 
: C. J. 1 | 


Buxtox-Harr, Jan. 13th, 1800. 


Dear Sir, * 


{on enjoying a share in your esteem, as 
I am conscious I do, and feeling for 
— WW jou the highest deference, and the warmest 
hi wishes for your health, happiness, and suc- 
ral BY cess, why should I hesitate any longer to ad- 
dur dress you in terms, in some degree suited to 
he. those feelings?) I have just received from 
re. Mr. Polhill, of Chepstead, in Kent, a letter, 
ely inclosing a copy of an address to the High- 
o, Sheriff of that county, requesting him to 
pal BY call a county meeting, to petition the King 
ber to avail himself of the late overture from the 
0 i Consul, Buonaparte, to negotiate an honour- 
J®” Wy able and equitable peace. I think it material 
no to send you this information without loss of 
the me; and I must add, that the measure has 
been suggested to Mr. Polhill, by Lord Stan- 
gel BY hope, with whom the address to the Sheriff 
ex appears to have been concerted. 
. L have written to Lord Stanhope and Mr. 
ct, BH Polhill, this day, to e caution, and 
8 | an 
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| 
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currence of other counties and places, to a 


| 2X 3 i 
an immediate endeavour to ascertain the con- 


considerable extent, before they bring their 
measure forward in Kent. And I have pro- 
mised them to consult our friends in this 
county, upon the subject. What their opi- 
nion will be, on the expediency of moving 
Yorkshire, at this time, I cannot venture to 
say; but I am rather apprehensive it will be, 
not for an immediate call of the county. It 
would be a material point gained, if the Duke 
of Norfolk and the Devonshire family should 
approve the measure, and resolve personally 
to support it. Without their strenuous as- 
sSistance, I should be inclined to doubt, whe- 
ther we should be strong enough. Without 
something nearly approaching to unanimity, 
as you say in your letter of the 8th of Janu- 
ary, the people cannot hope to succeed in 
their petitions to the throne. The power and 
influence of the crown are tly increased, 
beyond what they were in the year 1780. 
And that degree of unanimity, (if one may $0 
speak) which alone can enable us to make 
such an application with success, must be at 
least as strong as it was in those better times: 
it must be almost the unanimity of the na- 
tion; not that of one or a few counties, in 
which two or three individuals may happen 
to possess great power and authority. Ex- 
_ cue great haste, and be assured, 
| I am ever, 
My dear Sir, 
Most faithfully yours, 
| C. WYVILL. 
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LETTER XIX. 


From the Rev. C. a to the Hon. 
; C. J. Fox. n 


. Bunron-Hark, Jan. 22d, 1800. 
Dear Sir, "EA 8 


T HAVE written, with as little loss of time 

as possible, to about twenty of the principal 
friends to our public cause, in Yorkshire, and 
the counties of Durham and Northumber- 

land; requesting their opinion on the propo- 
sition made by the men of Kent; and parti- 
cularly, whether it is probable that a county- 
meeting in favour of peace would be well 
supported in Yorkshire, or those adjoining 
counties; or that it would be approved by 


the kingdom. I cautiously avoided to inti- 


mate any opinion of my own, wishing to 
collect theirs, without saying more than what 
you have said in effect to me (in your letter 
of the 8th of January), and what I believe 
every one will admit to be right, viz. © That 

if we had a clear majority in this county and 

in the kingdom at large, it would be right 


now to come forward, as we should certain- 


ly have strong ground to stand on; but that, 
without reason, to expect to be thus 
supported, it would be worse than useless to 
call a meeting of the county of York.” 

To these letters, I have received seven an- 
wers; and they are such, as in my letter of 
the 13th instant, I told you I was appre- 


bensive they would * from the strong pre- 
2 
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judices Still remaining against us ; though it 


is evident they have been very considerably 
weakened. Most of these answers are from 

ntlemen well acquainted with the western 
part of Yorkshire; and they unanimously 
agree, that the time is not yet come for an at- 
tempt to move this county to petition for 
peace. From their unanimous opinion, I can 
only expect a similar answer from the other 
gentlemen applied to; or if one or two 
should happen to be inclined to a more san- 
guine opinion, it would alter the case but 
little; and to expect more, would be in a high 
degree improbable. n 

As soon as I have received a few more an- 
swers, I will write again to the Kentish 
gentlemen, and state the fact as it may then 
be, respecting the opinions of well-wishers 
to peace, in this and the two northern coun- 


ties before mentioned. I hope their joint opi- 
nion may have the good effect of inducing 


the men of Kent to suspend their movement, 
till a much greater co-operation may be ob- 


' tained, than can be at present expected. 
And indeed the effecting of this good by these 


means, was what I thought much more 


likely to be the result of my correspondence, 
than that I should find opinions so strong 


for a county movement, as to justify our 
going on. 

I think it very necessary, however, to lose 
no time in acquainting you with the unani- 
mous opinion already obtained from seven of 
my correspondents, who are - among 
weightiest of our friends in every respect of 

property, 
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property, good sense, and zeal for the cause 
of peace and constitutional liberty. At the 


same time, I think I clearly perceive that the 


public mind is advancing fast to that chan 
of sentiments which we wish, as essentially 
necessary, not only to, the preservation of 
liberty in this country, but also to the pre- 
vention of those calamities to which a revo- 
lution would unavoidably expose us. x 
I am, dear Sir, 
Witz sincerest regard, 
Tour faithful humble servant, 
| | C. WYVILL. . 


LETTER XX. 


From the Rev. C. WrvII IL to the Hon. 
. J. Fox. | 


BuzTox-HaLt, Jan. 24, 1800. 
Dear Sir, „ | 

] WOULD not have troubled you again on 
the subject of the Kentish proposition, 

on account of the additional opinions against 
a county meeting in Lorkshire, which have 
been just received: but it may not be alto- 
gether useless to mention, that with these I 
have also obtained the joint opinion of three 
gentlemen, who are among our most dis- 
tinguished friends in the north of England, 
and perfectly acquainted with the sentiments 
of the counties of Durham and Northum- 


berland. 5 | 
TRE E 3, They 


justice! 
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They are unanimous in thinking, that the 
proposal in Kent is premature ; that the 
counties in general, and their two counties 
in particular, are not yet ripe for public 
meetings. I am told, that it is your intention 
to attend the house on Monday. TI reoice to 
hear it. May you meet the Minister dis- 
mayed by the loss of friends, and the House 
disposed to listen to the voice of reason and 


I am ever, dear Sir, EY 
Your most faithful-servant, 
| C. WYVILL. 


The Hon. C. J. Fox, 
| x . 
Lerm Nl 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
C. WrviLL. Wa 


Dear Sir, 


JF OWE you many thanks, as well for the 


1 obliging manner in which you express 
yourself towards me, as for your communi- 
cations in regard to what you conceive to be 


the opinion of those persons in the North, 


whose general sentiments concur with ours. 
T was much afraid it would be as they think 
it is; though I continue in my opinion, that 
the present conjuncture 1s a test of whether 
there is any life left in the cause; and from 
that test, I am led to something very like 

| 4 | despair. 
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despair. I have, however, been persuaded to 
attend the House of Commons on Monday, 
though I confess that in 30 doing I shall 
rather yield to the opinion of my friends, than 
follow my own inclination or judgment. 
However this shall be (unless some great 


and unexpected change take place in the 


feelings of the nation) the last instance of 
my compliance; and 1 shall return hither on 
Tuesday, with à full determination against 
any future attendance on pariiament, and 
with a conviction that the politics of this 
country are never likely to take such a turn, 
as to make it useful or fit for me to meddle 
in them, Cicero says in one of his letters: 
Hoc quidem tempore non me moet res- 
publica, non qua quicquam sit mihi ca- 
rius, aut esse debeat; sed quod desperatis 
etiam Hippocrates vetat adhibere medici- 
nam. And this is very much my manner of 
thinking at present. The Lord Mayor informs 
me, that he sees no prospect of doing any 
thing with the Common Council: with the 
Livery, indeed, he is of opinion, that any 
motion for peace, or rather for treaty, would 

be successful; but I hardly think it worth 
while to yt with that body, unless it were 
thought advisable to stir in other places. 

I think the Livery, without the Common 
Couneil, would not be considered as a prece- 
dent for other corporations, which is the 
principal point. | 
I bear that Wilberforce has expressed in 
private (and to a friend* of mine, who, he 
might guess, would repeat it to me) his regret 
; . E 4 | that 


| 
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that the offer of negociation was refused 
but what his parliamentary conduct will be 
remains to be seen. His opinion, if declared, 
might perhaps have some weight in York» 
shire; and yet I do not think it had much, 
when he declared against the Minister upon, 
a former occasion, 


| vow with e 
| n 


Yours ever, 
: C. J . FOR, 


. 1 


f Ie 
ST. Anne's HILL, Saturday. 


LETTER XXII. 


| From the Rev. C. Wrv1LL to the Hon, 
C. J. Fox, | 


Bonrox-HaALT, Feb. gth, 1800, 
Dear Sir, 
1 THANK you for the obli ging communi- 
cation of your intention to attend in 
parliament, on the great question of war or 
peace, at which Mr. Erskine justly terms a 
new æra of the war. The division, I see, 


has disappointed many of your friends, and 
shown that you judged much better than they, 


what the disposition of parliament would be 


found. Yet I rejoice more than ever that 
you did attend; because I think the debate 
mw da infiute service to the cause. The 

advantage 


Fee 20 


fer 


r 7 ]˙ AMS. IA war att 


„ 
advantage in point of argument was evident- 
ly on the side of those who pleaded for peace. 

But what I hope will tend to open the 
eyes of the public, even more strongly than 
the arguments for peace, though inforced 
with the utmost powers of reason and elo- 
quence, are the confessions extorted from 
ministers themselves in the course of the 
debate. They acknowledged the sense ot the 
public, in 1797, to have been for peace; 
they prided themselves in having negociated 
with the enemy, in compliance with the 
public wish ; and: yet avowed their alarm, 
lest a peace should have been the result of 
their negociation. They have in effect con- 
fessed their insincerity in treating, before ; 
and the nation must see that their asserted 
deference to public opinion is a mere fallacy, 
zince they now refuse to treat, when public 
opinion is more decided for peace. © 

All this is plain, and it cannot but make 
an impression on the nation; I trust it will 
be a great impression, though it may not 
appear immediately in any very sensible 
change, producing county meetings, &c. 

But though I trust the public cause has 
gained greatly by your appearance in parlia- 
ment last week, I must own, I think, your 
resolution to retire to St. Anne's Hill 
again, and to return to parliament no more, 
till 80me great emergency renews the pros- 
pect that good may be done, is becoming 
four character, and best for the public. And it 

. I * 5 18 
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is impossible to consider the distress of almojt 
every class of the people, and their decided 
wish for peace; the immense burthens which 
must soon be added to that, whose pressure 
is already felt so severely; and the prospeet 
of an indefinite addition to the load of taxes, 
if the present Ministers should continue in 
power, without entertaining a strong hope, 
that your renewed secession will be but for 
a short period. When the vessel is full to 
the brim, or nearly so, any small addition 
may suffice to make it run over. This seems 
to be our case at present; the nation has 
borne much from the Minister; but he is 
too arrogant, too unmerciful to be always 
borne. He goes on, accumulating injury 
upon injury. At last some injury, some cala- 
mity, perhaps far less than those already 
endured, will exhaust the patience of the 
country, and their resentment will sudden) 
burst forth, with effects redoubled by the 
long suppression of their complaints. At 
that time, your late effort in parliament to 
zhorten the period of national calamity, will 
be remembered with gratitude; and I trust 
that you, Sir, aided by the distinguished 
friends who have gupported your exertions, 
wilt then have it in your power to overturn 
the present corrupt and tyrannical system oi 
administration, and yet, in the moment of re- 
form, effectually to calm the agitated. mind 
of the public, and stop the tendency to a re- 
volution, which, but for your authority * 


- 
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the nation, would then be eco. 
. Kats 


With the —— 


"Mos Edt faithfull | 
2 VIII. 
-, LETTER XXIII. 
From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 


C. J. Fox. 


Buxron-HALL, Feb. 13th, 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


T is owing in a great measure to the sug- 
I gestion of ef en that the mg; 
troubled with the — copy of a 
letter of mine, to his lordship o yesterday 8 
date, containing my reasons for 2 ng 
to the word“ ntiabitants” in the Kentis 
requisition. I will not add to that trouble, 
by enlarging here upon the subject. The 
facts, on which I ground my reasoning, I 
dare say, you perfectly remember; and the 
concurrence of opinion which I take to be 
with me in these parts, I believe you will 
find to be nearly as I have represented it; 
at least, I have not intentionally been guilty 
of the smallest exaggeration. | 

In times as critical as these, l 
queation 


( 60 ) 
question requires the most careful and se- 
rious consideration. On that account, I is 
trust, it is unnecessary for me to apologize fe 
for taking this liberty. It might be other- o 

wise, or at least my feelings might be differ. tt 
ent, if I were addressing an ordinary states- WW tt 
man. But writing to you, I feel it is im- 
possible you can, for a moment, sup 
me to have any other sentiments, than those 
of the highest veneration, even when you 
find me arguing with a degree of earnestness, 
against a measure to which you are aid to 
have given Jour approbatzon, - 
'T am ever, dear Sir, 
Most faithfully yours, 
A WELYHL 


A EP: e 
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LETTER XXIV. 


| From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
1 C. WrYviLL, | 


Dear Sir, 
- RETURN you many thanks for your let- 


ters, and am quite of your opinion, that at 
present it would be far better that no meet-1 
* should be attempted, nor indeed till 

there are reasonable hopes of their being pret- 
ty general. I am even sorry the Livery is to 

meet, and I shall do what I can to discour- 
age Westminster. Lord Stanhope, whom | 
da N 
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a about a fortnight since at m 
is of a different oplaict; but he br ee. very ak. 
ferent notions from mine, of the —— 
— the 1 in general, and particularly of 

the lower orders. With respect to 
= propriety of calling inhabitants, rather 
than .confining meetings, to freeholders, 1 
think the question stands upon different 
grounds in your part of the country and in 
this. With us, it is not an innovation ; for to 
the last meetings of this county at Epsom, 
and | believe = to the two last at Maid- 
stone, inhabitants as well as freeholders were 
summoned. With you, where the practice 
has been uniform for restraining the sum- 
mons to freeholders, I think your arguments 
against making any innovation are very 
strong. Upon principle, however, the right 
of petitioning, though belonging to all de- 
scriptions and classes of men, seems to be a 
privilege more peculiarly necessary for those 
who are only virtually represented in parlia- 
ment, than for those who have actual depu- 
ties there; and such persons therefore appear 
to be most directly and pointedly called upon 
to exercise that right when occasion calls 
for it; wherefore it has always appeared to 
me, that it is one of the most reprehensible 
parts of the bill of 1795, that it leaves the 
least degree of liberty in {ag to those 
who have most occasion for it, viz. to those 
who are not electors. But this reasoning, 


such as it is, is only applicable to cases where 
elther 


* £ 
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either mode may be adopted with equal pry. 
dence; but where one is likely to create more 
than the other, and consequently to 
Keep off persons who might be otherwise 
willing to join us, there can be no doubt, but 
we ought to be governed by prudential rea- 
sons, especially when, by following the 
larger plan in somè places, we are clear from 
the suspicion of giving up the principle, or 

even of suffering it to lie entirely dormant. 
- 'The event in the House of Commons was 
just what I expected it to be in every respect. 
Erskine spoke admirably ;* Dundas's speech 
was very indifferent; and Pitt's had more of 
the faults of his oratory, and less of its excellen- 
cies, than most that ever came from him. The 
House of Commons, too, as much in their 
hearts inclined to negotiation, as any other 
558 men in the kingdom, if not more; and 
yet you see the division; and so it will be 
till the country speak a decided language. 
Mr. Pitt's avowal of his former negotiations 
| having been taken up in compliance with the 
| wishes of the public, appeared to me, as it 
seems to have done to you, the most impor- 
tant concession that could be made; and | 
endeavoured to mark it as such. To men ca- 
pable of seeing, it shews distinctly two 
| things; first, that to get even a negotiation 
| set on foot, public declarations of opinion are 
necessary; and secondly, that negociations 
manãged by the present men will always be 
a mere compliment to public opinion, and a 
- | mean 


— 
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mean to get money; against their own. sen- 
timents, and therefore probably en 
n 5 
am with 1 20. 3 
Dear Sir, 1 


Tours ever, 


| | C. J. FOX. 
Sr. Anxz's Hut, ; 
Monday, Feb. I7, 1800. 2 ; 


LETTER XXV. 
From the Rev. C. Wirz to the Ho. 
- | C. J. Fox, 


Boxron-Hars, Feb. 27th, 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


E extremely obliged by your kind let- 
ter of the 17th of this month, and happy 
to find that you concur in sentiment with 
me, respecting the expedience of innovatin 

as little as possible in county meetings. 7 
wish the practice of late years in Kent and 
Surry had not been so wide a departure from 
the general custom, by which meetings have 
been usually confined to the freeholders 
only. Not that I think an exception of one 
or two counties to the common rule would 
be attended with any very serious inconveni- 
ence, if considered with relation only to $0 
small a minority, apart from other circum- 
stances connected with. it. But, considering 
your local situation in Surry, I own, Iam 


: sorry 
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sorry that the custom, or rather perhaps the 
recent practice in that county, has been to 
call the inhabitants to the meetings at Ep. 
som. Ever since I have been engaged in bu- 
siness of this kind, I have observed that the 
country gentlemen are inclined to be jealous 
of the democracy in and near the capital. If 
the whole inhabitancy of Surry should be 
summoned to a county meeting, a latge pro- 
portion, if not a majority of those Who at- 
tended, would probably be inhabitants of 
Southwark. This circumstance, I fear, might 
give uneasiness to the country gentlemen; 
and, as you are connected with both West- 
minster and Surrey, their jealousy might be 
extended to you; and thus, in a consider. 
able degree, your gaining the confidence of 

that body of men might be retarded ; with - 
out whose concurrence, or, at least, that of a 
clear majority, the success of your exertions 
will be very doubtfu. . 

I am satisfied, that if, by your influence, 
the county of Surry could be induced at the 
next meeting, to drop its recent practice, and 
revert to the general custom, it would be 
a great advantage to you and to the common 


cause: I mean, if this could be done without 


disgusting your more zealous, or more im- 
petuous friends, in any material degree. Tou 
would indeed appear, in the case supposed, 
at the head of a smaller majority at Epsom ; 
but the increase of your majority in many 


other parts of the kingdom would be more 


than a compensation. 'The gentry, though 
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alarmed and deluded, are yet honest. Gain 
them, and all will be gained. And to gain 
them, I think, you wi best succeed, 


Parcendo viribus, atque 
Extenuando eas consulto; 


6 By adhering as much as possible to mild and 
C customary modes of pri ing, and never 
u. resorting to more strong, though still legal 
measures, till every milder method has been 
* tried in vain. In that case, the circumstan- 
4 ces which may create the necessity for such 
u. Honger meavures, will at the zame time 
de Lonstitute their justification, even in the 
judgment of the gentry. But then the ne- 
of eesssity must be evident; and the measures 
b. aluded to must not be voluntarily sought; 
a they must be suggested by the necessity, and 
; Wl £0w out of it. 
Whether you can interpose, either with 
propriety, or with effect, is what you alone 
can determine. It is a mere wish that I have 
expressed; because I am satisfied, that the 
consequences would be very beneficial, if, at 
the expected county meetings, all cause of 
uneasiness, on this topic, were removed, by 
a uniform adherence to the general prece- 
dent, Bat if you perceive objections against 
your interference in the business which can- 
not be got over, then it will be the more ne- 

„I conceive, that the ancient custom 
of the counties be upheld by you and your 
friends, as strongly as posgible, in every other 
e be clearly nader- 
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stood, that the departure from the general 


rule, in Surry, ought not to be ascribed to 


ou, but imputed to its real cause, the pecu- 
lar custom of that county. 


With every good wish, 1 conclude, and 


am, with great . ws „ 
mw ar Sir, 5 ba va 

Most W. yours, ee 
WW . WIV. 


Jie 

P. 8. 1 am glad you have 450 

a meeting of Westminster at present. 

much better -postponed,, till there is a — 9 

bility, of similar movements in en other 
cities an counties. 4 Db io Toke 


LETTER XVI. > * * 
11 t yo 10. 
From the Rev. C. 8 10 'the: wh 
d. Fox. nine 


| BuxTox-Haur, Oct. 22d, 1800. 
Dear Sir, | 


Y this day's poet ga to- morrow s, I pro- 
pose writing to several of our friends in 
different parts of Yorkshire, to request a pri- 
vate meeting at York, on the 11th of Novem- 
ber, for the purpose of consultation on the 
question, whether it may not be expedient 
to call a meeting of the county before the end 
of December next. The result of the intend- 
ed conference I will not fail to communi- 
cate 


. ⁰ tar rd dt 


of liberty in Yorkshire at present, and Lord 


( 07 ) 4 
eate to you, without delay, from York. In 
the mean time, I would suggest, that if a 

meeting should be resolved on, it will be of 

great importance to be previously certain of 
the concurrence of the Duke of Norfolk, the 
Devonshire family, Lord Thanet, &c. not 
only by signing the requisition with us, but, 
as I formerly stated, giving their personal 
attendance, with every possible exertion of 
active support. I also would observe, that it 
were greatly to be wished, that the concurs 
rence of Lord Fitzwilliam, or at least his 
silent acquiescence, might be obtained. Here 
| feel the want of our ever · lamented friend, 
Sir George Savile, by whose mediation union 
was most fortunately preserved between the 
popular party in Yorkshire, and Lord Fitz- 
william's worthy and honoured uncle, in the 

great stru gle + a. years ago. The loss 
a 8 Sir G. e was to this country irrepa- 
rable ; —_ <q = I fear can be pointed out 
as 4 fit person to mediate between the friends 


Fitzwilliam, as he before mediated successful 
lywith Lord Rockingham during the American 
war. I only. beg to suggest the great advan- 
tage that you possibly may find some means 
to attain, though I cannot see any mode of 
aÞ lication which is likely to succeed. 

will only add, that I have ventured to 
propose this private conference at York, in 
consequence of the wish earnestly expressed 
to me by some of our most respectable 
* in the North. I chiefly allude to 

Dr. * and Mr. T. Bigge, men from 

; 2 Whose 
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—— talents and public spirit we hart 
thing to expect at Durham and in Nor- 
— I also was encouraged, 2 
observing the spirit which has displayed 
lately in London; and by the information 
have — obtained. t the trade of the 
West-Riding is bad at present, and the mer · 
chants at Leeds are much dissatisfied with 
the measures of the administration. Indeed, 
a change of sentiment seems rapidly to be 
lace throughout the nation. 
opting Þ | — 2 dear Sir, 
With the greatest respedt and and. 
Faithfully yours. 
1. WIVII 


* 


The Hon. C. J. Fox. © 
'B 


LETTER XXVII. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the 9 
| C. WryIII. | 
Dear Sir, 


AM much obliged to you for es of the 
I. 22d instant, Lo think EY be 
good, and can be no mon from the private 
Meeting you propose. 
With respeet to the names that you 
mention, I should think the Duke of Nor- 
folk's and Lord Thanet's concurrence certain; 
but whether either of them, especially the 
former, could be prevailed upon to give bis 
personal attendance unless he had reason to 
think the sentiments of the county very 


trong indeed, in row of the measure, | 
much 
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much doubt. In regard to the Duke of DU! 
vonshire, I believe he attends less to politics 
than ever; and I should think it very unlike+ 
ly that he would take apy very active: part in 
any way at present. He did not attend in the 
House of Lords upon the question of the an- 
swer to Bonaparte last January.* - . — 
I. cannot say I lay much stress upon what 
has passed lately in London. The city must 
declare itself much . more unequivocally, be- 
fore I have any reliance upon it. And indeed 
Iam much more convinced that nothing can 
be done without the city, and Yorkshire de- 
claring themselves spiritedly, than that even 
from such a manifestation of their spirit as 
should wish, any real can be obtained, 
The country is terribly subdued, and even 
they who are weary of the war do not appear 
to me to be so sick as they ought to be of the 
principles which caused it. If there is a 
point that can be pushed successfully, it must 
be the war, and then perhaps (but it is only 
perhaps) they who join the Whigs upon that 
point, may feel themselves obliged to acqui- 
esce in others. At least it is worth trying. 
When I say the war is the point n 
I mean in argument; for a petition for peace 
alone would be of no avail and evaded in the 
most obyious manner. The removal of mi- 
nisters-is the only rational subject of petition 
in the present circumstances; but whether 


rom matives of delic 8 to a most respectable indiyidual. 
tome sentences of a — oature have been omitted here. A 
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the country is ready to come to such a mea- 
sure, and to pursue it vigorously, I much doubt, 
and still more, whether even supposing that 
object to be attained, they are ready to ac- 
cept a real system of reform and liberty, 
without which little or nothing will have 
been obtained. 


I am, with great regard, 
Sir, 
Yours ever, 
| C. J. rox 
' ST. Anne's HIL, 


| Tuesday, Oct. 28th, 1800. 


LETTER XXVII. 
From the Rev. C. WrvIIL, to the Hon. 
| C. J. Fox. 


| . - BurxTon-HaLL, Nov. 2d, 1800. 
Dear Sir, F<) 


E even a private meeting object- 
ed to, by some of our sincerest friends 
at York, I thought it expedient to inform 
Mr. Wrightson, r. Milnes, and Mr. Fawkes, 
who had agreed to attend, that I did not 
wish to give them that trouble on the tenth 
of this month. But being convinced how 
necessary it is, that a great impression should 
be made on the public mind, if possible, this 
winter, and also, that the public i is well dis- 
posed to receive the impression we wish to 
be * 1 it, A have EI this 
opinion 
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opinion to the gentlemen named; wishing 


them to propose a private meeting, some 


weeks after the loth of November, and of- 
fering to attend, whenever they may desire it. 


Some of my reasons for this conduct, I will 


state as — as F can. I wish not to of- 
nt 


fend the gentlemen at Tork, by persisting to 


hold the proposed private meeting there, 
against their opinion; especially as I con- 


ceive the delay of two or three weeks can do 
no harm. And I believe the distress of the 


towns in the West-Riding is become so great, 
that our chief support may bę expected from 


that quarter, from whence we have before 
experienced the most violent and overpower- 
ing opposition. The landed interest in the 
other two divisions, are making enormous 
advantages from the present high prices of 
provisions, and I do not perceive any symp- 
tom of their shrinking, from the hazardous 
policy they have so long adhered to. But 
the distress of the trading district in the 
West, is nearly universal; and in many in- 
stances, the landed interest of that Riding, 
must feel their advantages to be greatly re- 


duced, by the consequence of a declining 
trade I mean by the increase of the Poors 


Rates; so that if I am right in this reasoning, 
more converts to our cause may be expected 


out of the landed interest of the West, than 
out of both the other divisions of Lorkshire, 


and a still greater number will probably come 
over with them, from the different manufac- 
tories of that part of the country. The facts 
on which I ground these hopes are the fol- 


F 4 lowing. 
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| >a sentiments, that the poor's rate = 


I have been assured there is near Leeds, TY 
 township, in which the rate is so high as 


| at the very time when the income tax is said 
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lowing. 
of mine at Wakefield, but not agreeing in 


is at nine shillings in the pound,” and 
at Wakefield not less than fourteen shillings. 


twenty-six shillings in the pound. I under- 
stand from persons 2 
len trade, that it is bad at 
a great many hands have 
Huddersfield, and other — ro r — 
the parochial burthens are extremely increas- 
ed, and the means of bearing them, are di · 
minished in an equal proportion, and this, 


to be more rigidly exacted then before, and 
when the price of provisions is more than 
doubled; at least with respect to corn of 
every kind. 1 state of 
the country, I begin to entertain rather a 
confident hope of our success this winter in 
Yorkshire; and from what appeared at the 
late meeting in Middlesex, it seems probable 
e rn in and 
near the Metropolis. 

In the event · of a county meeting at Tork, 
J am more anxious that Lord George Caven- 


dish should attend, than the Duke, for ob- 


vious reasons, and you perhaps may prevail 
with his Lordship. It gives me — 
pleasure to find that you may be the wished 
for mediator with Lord -Fitzwilliam. I did 
not flatter myself your connection with him, 
— as I now understand 

it 


I have been informed by a friend 
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it to be. I dare say there would be little; 
difficulty in coming to an t on che 
objeet of the first meeting. I should suppose 
2 petition to remove Ministers, or a N 
of men and measures, would be what our 
friends would generally unite to support. In 
this, of course, you will understand me to 
peak only for myself, as an individual, mere- 
ly giving his unauthorized opinion; But 
uch is my: opinion, and indeed my letters 
to the gentlemen named in the beginning of 
this — obs 7 2 that measure, as 
the proba ject of the popular meeting 
in general. From a change of men and mea- 
sures, I expect a competent security for 
liberty, without which I fully agree with 
you, in thinking that little or nothing will 
have been done. And I expect measures of 
that 1 nature, from a change of 
men, because I think no change, no perma- 
nent can: be made, without placing 
you at the head of affairs. If then Lord Fitz- 
william could be brought to relish a petition, | 
for the removal of Ministers, from his con- 
fidence in you, that reform under your con- 
duct would not be carried too far, I think, 
the popular party have equal reason to con- 
ide ,in your honour and fidelity to carry it 
far eno that is, as far as the limits of 
that plan to which you have given the sanc- 
tion of your approbation, I think they have 
the greatest reuson to place this full reliance 
on your fidelity; and as an unconnected in- 

| 152 1 — dividual, 
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_ dividual, I assure you, I think they would 
place it accordingly. For myself I'shall say, 
upon this occasion, that I am so fully satisfi. 
ed on that point, that I could not have re- 
hed with a firmer trust, on the promise 
of the reyered Washington, than on your 
Word. 2 92 

5 = 1 Am, dear Sir, | 1 gee 
Your most faithful humble servant, 

| C. WYVILL, 


P. 8.AIf a general meeting should be held 
in Lorkshire this winter, I am persuaded, 
not only that our friends would agree to pe- 
tition for the removal of ministers, hut that 
they would readily consent to be silent on 
the subject of reform, at least, not then to 
move any question upon it. I certainly 
would object to any such question, at this 
first meeting. It may be necessary in some 
future stage of the struggle, to bring that 
question forward, and to give it the utmost 
ort in Yorkshire, &c. in order to enable 
you to effect that radical reform, to which 
nothing will ever induce the court to con- 
sent, but the influence of general opinion 
strongly declared. They who think with me 
in Yorkshire, in the circumstances alluded 
to, will consider it to be their duty to fur- 
nish every assistance in their power, to pro- 
mote the glorious end for which you are con- 
tending. But when I consider the conduct 
of Lord Fitzwilliam in Ireland; I flatter my: 
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self, that reform in England will not be 
found an insuperable bar to that 


union, without which the efforts of the best 


and wisest men probably will not be able to 
preserve the constitution. x 
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© LETTER XXIX. | 
From the Rev. C. WrVILL to the Hon. 
5 | C. J. Fox. 


| BuzTox-HALL, Nov. 2d, 1800. 
Dear. Sir, 


T THINK it right to inform you, that my 
friends Mr. Bigge, Dr. Fenwick, and 
Mr. Strickland, agree in thinking, but 
with some variation of sentiment, that I 
am too sanguine in my hope, that county 
meetings may be successfully called in the 
course of the next two months. I highly 
respect the judgment, and public spirit of 
each; and I should feel myself guilty of an 
improper concealment on that very account, 
did I not confess to you their dissent, and 
thus prevent the inconvenience of your al- 
lowing to my opinion more weight than it 
deserves. 15 
On the other hand, it is fair to state to 
you, that, since I wrote last, I have under- 
stood, that the poor rate at Rippon is at 
fourteen shillings in the pound; it is also 
| > very 
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very high at Knaresborough, Darlington and 
Durham. I find the wish for peace univer- 
sal, and apprehensions of severe calamity, 


in the event of continued hostilities, ex- 


pressed more freely, and more fr 5 
then J have ever heard them before. At 
county meetings, little opposition to a peti- 
tion for peace would probably he heard; it 
would be too unpopular to be maintained 
a moment. But at present the public mind 
is not equally bent on a change of ministers; 
and I agree with my friends, already named, 
and I presume with you, Sir, in thinking 
that the time 1s not yet arrived, when the 
counties would almost unanimonsly demand 
a change in the administration, as the only, 
or at least, as the best and surest way of 
procuring peace. But when a separate peace 
has been concluded between France and 
Austria, it seems probable that the country 
will then be readily induced to connect those 
two objects together. In 1797, just after 
the treaty of Campo Formio had been 1 
J found this disposition strong in York- 
Shire, to connect a change of system, with 
à change of ministers; but for want of time- 
Iy assistance to promote that disposition, it 
was overcome by the art and influence of 
the minister, aided at the time by the mad 
threats of the Directory, to invade Great 
Britain. But the distress felt at this moment, 
is far more severe and extensive, and the 
necessity for peace is more evidently seen. 
If then after three years and a half have 
elapsed, from that time when the minister 

5 himself 
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himself confessed, that peace was the wish 
of the nation, he suffers us to be placed again 
in the same alarming situation, it is not too 
much to be hoped, 1 think, that his expul- 
sion from power, will appear highly desire- 


able, or even absolutely necessary to a 


majority of the country. Considering this 
event of a separate peace upon the continent 
to be certain, or very nearly so, and also to 
be an event on the point of completion, I 
thought it would be prudent that some pre- 
paratory steps should be taken, in the view 
of that approaching event, to facilitate the 
successful holding of county meetings. I am 
still much inclined to that opinion; yet now 
fully satisfied, as I was a month ago, that no 
county meeting should actually be called, 
till it was known with certainty, that Great 
Britain was left the only power engaged in 
the war with France. The yain and futile 
_ which now amuse and delude the 
public will then give place to fear and in- 
dignation; and I trust, that they who shall 
then propose a change of men, as well as 
measures, will meet with a willing audience. 
But if in a state of so much internal dis- 
tress and foreign danger, the friends of their 
country should remain inactive, I own, I am 
at a loss to imagine that state of public af- 
fairs, which can with reason be expected 
to encourage activity. If no regular, legal 
movements be made, there may, there un- 
doubtedly will be tumultuous insurrections, 
from the mere despair and frenzy of the lower 
people. By suppressing these tumults, mini- 


sters 
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sters will acquire fresh credit, while out 
friends, from inactivity, will become languid, 
desponding, and disunited. From habit the 

nation will be less alarmed at its danger, and 
less irritated by the pressure of its burthens, 
and will gradually relapse into its former 
state of abject submission, or torpid acquies- 
cence. In that absence of public spirit, in 
that dejected temper of the nation, a new 
election of parliament will give the mini- 
ster the same set of servile adherents, with 
perhaps not six exceptions in England, of 
men elected on views of constitutional free- 
dom. The certain and fatal dome nen 
needs not to be named to you, 

If this reasoning be just, some attempt to 
animate the public mind in a legal way, 
should be made, as soon as the separate 
peace with the emperor is ascertained. I 
would not sanguinely predict immediate and 
complete success; yet a spirit and energy 
would probably be thus called forth, which 
after a struggle, like that in 1780, but per- 
haps more tedious, and more arduous too, 
would finally ptevail, and restore the * 
principles of our constitution, 

And now, Sir, I must intreat you to ex- 
cuse the trouble I have given you, in this 
and my preceding letter, of the 2d of Novem- 
ber; which I never should have written, if 
I had not relied most completely on By 
candor and good-will. I feel myself to have 
performed an act of duty, in offering my 
humble opinion on the present state of the 
country; in doing which, I have been 
| * obliged 
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obliged: to touch on certain subjects, of no 
small delicacy and importance. If the post 
be too insecure a mode of conveyance yoo 
papers discussing the topics alluded. to; 
should those topics be not quite ripe for Ping 
cussion, I trust that your silence will pre- 
vent the possibility of harm to the public 
n cause. But mine would have been a breach 
or duty; and this fault, as I felt it, would 
i- bare been aggrayated by an improper. diffi- 
h WI dence of your regard. May your determina- 
of ton, and that of your friends, after you have 
- naturely considered every material informa- 
de tion, and every view of the great question 
before you, be what in the present danger- 
to WI ous state of our country, and its constitution, 
„ s best calculated for the preservation of 
te both. Such is the earnest Wis such is the 
1 i hope and trust of, 


1d F | Nc Dear Sir, | | 

38 | Lour most faithful Servant, 
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LETTER XXX. 

p From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 


1 WrviLL. 


[ HAVE higay received. yours of the 22d, 
for which, as well as for that of the 2d, 
which I found here, on my return from Nor- 
u IJ return e * as 
ve 
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J have no apprehension of trusting the p 
with correspondence such as een e 
course in some instances, names might not 
be so properly mentioned, I mean of such, 
if they should occur, who are in any degree 
dependent on administration. These you 
mention, Dr. F, &c, are of a very differ. 
ent description; and though e 
are not personally known to me, their opini 
ons, from all I have heard of them, carr 
t weight with them. If they are right 
(and J have little doubt but they are so) it is 
difficult to foresee the time when the country 
will be ready to shew itself in an effeetua 
manner. The event which you look. to, of 
Austria's making a separate peace 1s, if we 
can give any credit to Pitt, a very uncertain 
one, and if it should happen, it is not im- 
probable but it may be followed hy some 
attempt to negociate from our Ministen, 
which, whether it be sincere or not, while 
it is pending, will afford a pretence against 
any attempts out of doors towards peace. It 
looks as if Pitt particularly laid in for this, 
by bis pretending so much confidence in 
Austria, and stating his rejection of Bona- 
parte's last offer of separate negociation, to 
have been dictated by public faith, © Now 
the absurdity of this * at a time 
when the emperor is actually e is 
so glaring, that I confess I should think the 
Present the fittest time to make the attack, 
upon the ground of ministers refusing to 
treat separately, at a time when their ally 
was actually doing the same thing. Tbis 


matter 
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matter will, I believe, be shortly discussed in 


the House of Commons by Grey and others, 


and will then perhaps be fully under - 
stood. But all discussion is vain, if the 
country is not pre- dis to listen to- it, 
and er it be so or not, many others can 
judge far better than I. Perhaps in the pre- 
sent r for peace, if that 
is all that can be had, would do better than 
nothing, though I confess that the shuffling 
and evading system, at which not only Pitt 
himself, but many of his supporters seem, par- 


ticularly dexterous, seems to me very likely to 


render them of no effect, by meeting them 
with declarations as pacific as the petitions 
— e a 4 RY | 
agree entirely in w 8a | 
tal — like to follow, 'f no 
steps of showing the public discontent should 
be adopted for some time to come. They are 
consequences, however, which I have long 
foreseen, and to which I have been endea- 
vouring for some years to make up my mind. 
If the Emperor should make a separate peace, 
it may, and I hope will, have the effect you 
look to, unless that effect should be counter- 
acted by some propesal, on the part of minis- 
ters, such as I have alluded to. For this the 
better prepared we are, the better; and if we 
could be before hand, and get the counties to 
ak the dismission of ministers before they 
can announce their negotiation, it will be of 
great advantage for à negotia tion begun, in 
zuch cireumstances, by men who declare that 
in their former ones the —— 
ys G . Mun 
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much or more than failure, cannot, I _ 
satisfy even those who are most willing to de 
deceived. If, on the other hand, Ministers 
do not adopt, in the event of an Austrian 
peace, the conduct I have been supposiug. our 
game will be still easier; but whether there 
18 spirit enough in the country to do any 
good, or whether, even supposing spirit to ex- 
ist, there be not such a Solid stem (ta use 

Pitt's words) of power and influence, as to be 
_ able to counteract all efforts, remains to. be 
Seen. I own I have my apprehensions. To 
look no farther. than to our own' history for 
examples, is it not to be apprehended that we 
are verging every day to that situation in 
which our ancestors would have been, if 
James II. had been a member of the Church 
of England? As to the detail of the bua- 
ness, J am more and more convinced, that if 
we are not strong enough to begin our oper 
rations either in the North, or in the city of 
London, it is not worth while ta begin them 
at all. I do assure you, my dear Sir, that you 
owe me no apology fbr Writing ta me on 
these affairs, and, on the contrary, that I fee! 
myself highly obliged by. Your ene 


tions. 
1 am, dear Sir, 
Tours ever, 
0. 1 FOX. 


Sr 1 8 As, Tuexday, 


P. 8.—What I hear from other quarters 
"adit especially from Worcestershire, Wat⸗ 
wickshire, Kc. would only inoreuse your ap- 
Prehensions of riots and: tumuks;<andevet 
"Io | bereabouts, 
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Fron the Rev. C. WY vita. to ths Ein. 
' OJ, Fox. 


Dunron-Hx, Dee. Wh, 7 1800. 


Deat Sir, 
" farther eorkesgemdenve | in Forkshire, 
c. since the date of my last letter 
vis. Nov. 294, has convinced me, that there 
must be # much greater revolution of opini- 
ons than has yet been experienced, before it 
vin be practicable to carry with proper ef- 
feet 4 question for the dismissal of ministers 
jy at a theeting of this county: I believe, I may 
Aso add, Durham and Northumberland. But 
the result of my inquiries has equally con- 
fiticed me, that the Wish for peace is be- 
come neatly universal, as I had stated it to 
de, in my letter of the 22d of 3 
| theref6re have changed ground, and 
poged to several of our principal frien 
„ oonsider, whether a qubetion for peace ms 
F —— eee Superiori ty, either 
bab least, when 1 
2 Rad Aw — a's fe peace with 
Austrim. The answers J have received have 


mes a wh thats the attempt 
immedi. - 
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Our best friends they on 


| | 
| piety. 
| whose , integrity, and enlightened un- 


derstandings, we may most safely rely—all 
assure me, that the time is not come yet, 
But they hope it will come; and that a sepa- 
| rate peace upon the Continent will be the 
| event most likely to form the fit juncture 
for which we have been waiting. It seems 
probable, that the late successes of the French 
army under General Moreau, will compel 
the Emperor speedily to conclude such a 
it is even more probable, perhaps, 
that he has already concluded it, or has form- 
ed his determination to conclude it immedi- 
ately. After that event has been notified in 
England, and its consequences has been re- 
flected on, for a short time, we in Yorkshire, 
I hope, will no longer hesitate to hold a pre- 
vious meeting of our friends at York, to col- 
lect and consolidate our strength, and to de- 
termine on the question for calling a general 
meeting of the county to petition for peace. 
As this question will very materially 
change the ground, which was supposed 
likely to be , when I wrote to you on 
the 2d of November, it is necessary to con- 
sider, der e change will not 7 
some change of conduct, 9 39 the su 
ject of reform, expedient, if not absolute] 
1 And I must frankly acknow- 
edge, that the question for peace a to 
hag a far remoter tendency. to M 
reformation of parliament, than that for the 
dismissal of ministers. This latter question, 
in the present state of politics, has a tendenc) 
av | * 5 00 
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0 direct to produce that necessary reforma- 
ton, that we (i. e. the decided friends of re- 


form) might well be content with earrying 


that question, unaccompanied with any reso- 
lution expressly referring to the correction of 
abuses in the frame or duration of parliament. 


This, I believe, was sufficiently explained in 


my letter of the 2d of November; and on the 
grounds there stated, the most zealous friends 
of reformation in the case supposed, would 
have had no reason to complain that the in- 
terests of the constitution, and the cause of 
reform, had been neglected, or not suffieient- 
ly secured. In fact, the measure proposed 
was, in the circumstances alluded to, what I 
apprehended to be the best and most imme- 


diate way of serving the great cause we are 


engaged in: and I should have thought of it 
in the same manner, if all conciliatory views 
had been out of the question. But when the 
subsisting prejudices of the times compel us 
to abandon that question for the present, and 
to hold up peace as the only object of county 
petitions, the interest of our cause seems to 
require, not only that the danger of the 
constitution, and the means of saving it, 
should be insisted on, in the speeches 12 
friends, but that some resolution tending to 
bring these topics under discussion in a sub- 
sequent meeting, should be proposed.“ It 


In this opinion of the editor, Mr. Fox concurred, in that 
passage of letter 33, which, for reasons of a personal nature, it 
was thought right to omit; and to mention the omission in the 
vote zubjoined to letter 27. | 
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was thus Yorkshire proceeded in the yea 
15 70 and 1780. The petition adopted in 
1779 struck only at sinecure places, unme- 
rited pensions, &c.: but the meeting resalv- 
ed to consider the most effectual way of cor- 
recting abuses of the constitution, and ap- 
pointed 2 meeting, in 1780, to determine up- 
on an atsociation to support the necessary re- 
forms, I do not mean to suggest, that it 
would be proper to proceed this winter in a 
manner exactly similar. The cases are nat 
exactly similar in all their bearings. But 
there 15 a sufficient resemblance, perhaps, to 
authorize the inference I would draw; which 
is, that if peace must be the only prayar af our 
first petition, the success of our struggle for 
the ultimate object of our views may be pro- 
moted in 1801, as it was before promoted in 
1780: viz. by forming a committee to report 
to a subsequent meeting, what it may be ex- 
pedient to propose in petition. to parliament, 
or otherwise, for restoring our recently in- 
vaded rights, and also introdueing an effec- 
tual improvement of the constitution. Or, 
if from the strength of existing prejudices the 
meeting could- not be thought, disposed to 
adopt such propositions; if it were even im- 
prudent to bring them forward in motions, 
still it might be prudent and proper, after the 
petition for peace was carried, to. state the 
enormous influence- of the crown, the de- 
graded condition of parliament, and the hos- 
tility of ministers to popular rights; as rea- 
sons for vigilance. on. the part of the people; 
and for their fixing another meeting of the 
EL * county 
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county, àt no great distande of time, t6 con- 
sicher What tna; be proper measutes, on the 
vety supposabſe event, of the crown being 
advised to reject their petttio for peace. 

These, aid many ater measufes, Which 
it would he quite superfladus to detail, the 
friends of pafliatnerithry reformation, in the 
case of à petition' for peace only; may wish 
to bring forwurck, after that measure has been 
carried. I feel that it would he rasliness in 
me now to give any such assurance as; for the 
cke of conviliation, T ventüted to give be 
fore—that little would be said, atid nothing 
moved; on the subject of reform. On being 
compelled to take the narrow ground of peace” 
only, the party for reform would wish to 
have their movements upon it free, and them- 
selves at liberty to take advantage of the 
temper.of the meeting, to do what may be 
best calbuluted to promote the suecess of po 
litical reformation, This alone I'should dare 
to say, that, ou this new ground being taken, 
I coriceive no question of reform would 
be brought forward for immediate dis- 
cussion; ang if any such question should be 
proposed, it certainly should meet with my 
strenuous opposition at this first meeting. So 
far T should be willing, even on this new 
and much narrowed question, to pledge my- 
self; if the pledge of an individual like me, 
unconnected, unauthorised, and totally un- 
important, could be supposed to have the re 
motest tendency to re- unite the highly re- 
spected Lord Fitzwilliam with the popular 
party in Forkshire. know their 
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I think I know them well. I may be liable 
to err however, in n say what, on 
any supposed contingency, their future senti- 


ments or feelings My be. But, allowing for 


that liability, there would be little 
risk of a mistake, if I were to assert, that 
the co-operation of Lord Fitzwilliam with 


the popular party in Yorkshire, in , promot- 


a petition for peace, and assenting,to re- 
tos, tending to secure the discussion of 
recent encroachments, or more ancient abuses 

of the constitution, at a subsequent meet- 
ing, would justly intitle him to receive, and 
certainly would produce that high degree of 
respect and grateful attachment which his 
much-honoured uncle experienced. I may 
with still greater confidence assure you, that 
if Lord Fitzwilliam sees the danger of public 
liberty in the same light as you do; if he is, 
like you, convinced that a statesman who 
would save the constitution must consent to 


a radical reform; and if he would conse- 


quently support the friends of reform in York- 
shire, on the guarded principles you have laid 
down, such conduct would make a still deep- 
er impression on their hearts; it would se- 
cure to him that unbounded trust, that never- 
ceasing veneration, with which the tle- 
men of Yorkshire, by the similar conduct of 
Sir G. Savile, were inspired for him. 
| I am, dear Sir, re” pref 
Most faithfully yours, in 


The Hon, C. J. Fox. 
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* the. Rev. C. Wrv1LL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. | 


Bonror- „Jan. * 1601. ö 
Dear Sir, . 


HAVE very 1 from Mr. T. 
Bigge, an extract of a letter to him from 
Mr. Grey, relative to a county meeting in, 
Yorkshire, and the means of conciliating the 
concurrence of Lord Fitzwilliam; and also 
expressing the wish of Mr. Grey, that — 
would communicate to him my 
the subject. Ihe: yesterday's post, 2 sent = 
answer to Mr. Grey; in which I informed 
him, that the subject of a county meeting 
had been discussed with you, and with the. 
principal friends of liberty in Yorkshire ; and 
also, that several letters had been written to 
you, .on the means of obtaining, thr 
we interposition, the co-operation of Lord. 
itzwilliam. After stating generally what 
had passed, and the necessity for pausing a 
little, in compliance with the cautious opi- 
nions of our friends, and the expectation of 
an increase of strength in a short time, I told 
Mr. Grey, that the question for peace, as it 
ap to me from his encouraging letter, 
might be laid aside altogether; but that the 
union of Lord Fitzwilliam, Lord Dundas, and 
their friends, with the other friends of liber - 
ty in Torkshire, for the purpose of propoding 
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at a county meeting a petition for the remo- 
val of ministers, would at a proper 
time, such a well- grounded ho ope of success 
as ought to be acted on. And tnt propir 


time, I conceive, would be arrived, when the 


separate peace of Austria has been notified: 
or, should the Northern Powers declare war 
against England, a similar effect would be 
produced; and we 10 the ye safely e 
ward our pacific rue 


This answer may «bly fer to you 
not perfectly — Ay wi 1 before 
have said, in different letters to yourself, ar- 
ticufarly in the last, dated Pet. 20th; "Bin 
1 think we may calculate, that the events 
above-mentioned will certainly make a great 
impression on tlie public mind; and that 
Lord Fitzwilliam, with his friends, by declar- 
ing with us, for à removal of mihibters; at 
that time, will be able, in Yorkshite; to effect 
that revolution of opinion, which woult se- 
cure to us a _—_ su periority at à county 
meeting. 5m poctible to obtain cettain- 
ty in suck conjectural calculations; butT 
know that there is great distręss and unieasi- 
ness eyery where, particularly in tlie towns; 
I know G. the nk of the measures 
enforced for some years' Has compelled tlie 
pore to suppress their sentiments on” puh 
. He affairs; and, pm ng that when a 

proper is leading shall appear, will be en 
churaged to syeak out, W ill afford” us 4 
support beyond what may be supposed at 
present. r on those 1 think, 
we miglit an t to e attempt in 
. Yorkshure ; 


(wm) 


Yorkshire ; I think it likely — 
think. even if it did not suoceed it would be 
attended with some important advantage (on 
the W of union with Lord Peril 
liam, on the plan mentioned to you, and to 
Mr. Grey) ; but I am not sanguine enough to 
engage for more than this; though T am de- 
sirous that a meeting should take place, and 
though I am with others, to encounter 
the utmost and rancour of our opponents; 
whieh Mr: Eitt, and 1 to Wilkerfowe map be 
expected to inflame to possible 
degree. I foresee it, 2517 yet Lam e with 
the united assistance that is looked for, to re- 
new the application to our friends, pgt feap- 
ing but, that we shall be able, at @ proper 
time, now near approached, either 
our points 'in the manner we wish, or, at 
least, to lay the foundation for out fiture and 
complete, success. But secrecy, P conceive, | 
to be very necessary, and icularly,. that. 
nothing ought to be suffe to . til 
apreviqus meeting of the country gentleman 
75 resolved on the requisition for. a megt- 
For with that measure Lshould wish 
kein when the main business has 1510 
eck with Lord Fitzwilliam, and the nott- 
fication of an, Austrian peace with France 
has brought forward the crisis so often alr 
luded to. 

F dare say, My. Grey win immediately con- 
fer witk TN upon 198 subject, and L thought 
it proper the eros without Joss of nu to 

orm 


(02) | 
inform you what has passed, and to explain 
some points which seemed to require it. 

. Ils am ever, dear Sir, 


Voss faithfully pri. 


. » 
__-— 
o 
11 — 1 


TETTER XXII. 
. From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev, 
| 8 WrvILL. 


Dear Sir, 


1 HAVE to return you my thanks for your 
1 two letters, and for the copy of the Leeds 
resolutions, which I did not receive so soon 
'as I should otherwise have done, om_ to 
my having been upon a visit in Sussex, from 
whence I did not return till yesterday. I be- 
in at last to think that the event you specu- 
te upon, I mean the separate peace with 
Austria, is certain, and will take place imme- 
diately, if it has not taken place already; 
but whether Mr. Pitt may not endeavour to 
an attack upon the subject of peace by 
some pretended negotiation, or at least some 
step towards one, remains to be seen. Per- 
haps, therefore, the less delay there may be 
in calling the previous meeting (after the se 
parate peace is ascertained), the better. 
Whether the present situation of the coun · 


g e by > 


try will call out the energy of the people, I 
know not. But if it does not, it is clear that 
nothing can. As to the minister himself, if 
the stocks continue to fall, that will have 
more effect upon him than an 2 
should suppose, one may take for | 
that the spirit which has shewn. — an in 
Leeds, is likely to be prevalent in other ma- 
— orkshire, 
am, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours ever, 
C. J. FOX. 


37. AnNz's Hitz, 
Friday, Jan. Fo 1801. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 
. 4 . Fox. | 


| BuzrTow Harr, Jon 27th, 1501. 
Dear „ r 
HE regten on the other side has been 
ed by a few tlemen in this 


neighbourhood, and will be signed by seve- 
ral more, I believe in a day or two. When 


ten or a dozen have signed, it will be sent 


without delay to' Mr.” rightson, who was 
authoriged by the last meeting to call ano- 


ther meeting for this purpose, of applying of 


(9) 
the Sheriff to convene the county. 1 
the meggure may Succeed t . — 
will be no hesitation to call the previous 


- meeting, when Mt. Wrightson is thus ap- 
went -p The requiisition is worded 86 as to 


ve it undecided, whether peace or the dis- 
missul of ministers is to be the objeet of the 


petitien; which I hope you will approve. 
[ and, dear Bir, 


faithfully yours, 
a 


. , 


LETTER*XXXV, 


=> 00 > sers ene 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
C. Wry II. | 
Dear Sir, | 


1 HAVE just received your note of the 27th, 
and 15 you think the proper time for pro- 
ceeding is arrived, I shall perfectly confide 
in. your judgement, though I coffess that 
there appears a Supineness in this part of the 
. Country that is not encouraging; and indeed 
with regard to Yorkshire, though Mr. Oates, 
in transmi to me the Leeds resolutions, | 
intimate that they would. in all probability 
be speedily fellow ed, by similar proceedings 
in athen manufacturing towns, nothing of the 
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Mr. Grey was prevented from coming hi- 
ther on Sunday, as he had intended, by in- 
disposition, but he sent me your letter. 
Perhaps after all, if the p of Yorkshire 
are ready to join heartily for the removal of 
ministers, reform of parliament is so sure a 


consequence of success in that point, that it 


my: not be necessary to have any formal pro- 

relative to it even, at a second meet - 
ing. But it is without affectation that I 
ay, I-feel my own opinion upon paints of 
this sort to be very little worth. 

The eountry seems to me in a state per- 
fectly incomprehensihle. The ministry ap- 
— low in the public opinion, but no 
great anxiety to remove them. A wish for 
peace almost universal, yet scarce any wad 
taken to obtain it, 


_ 


— ever, 


C. 3, = 


Irren 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon, 
C. J. Fox. 


Bonrom-Huarz, Feb. 2d, 1801. 
Dear Sir, 
HIS morning I received yours, of the 
30th of January, to which, bei 
* TG I will defer my answer till 
ednesday. Nothing, however, shall be de- 
termined, With respect to the requisition, 
till we can be favoured with your opinion. 
The change of administration, announced 
in our newspapers of this day, is what I did 
not expect, though I had heard somewhat 
of another political intrigue being carried on 
similar to that some years ago. What the 
a ment of this new administration may 
be, I know not./ I imagine, it will neither 
satisfy nor discourage the friends of liberty. 
J hope that neither this, nor any other ar- 
rangement, exclusive of you and your * 
will be of long duration. 
"9 ed Flu 
| * y 


3s. EH 
LETTER XXXVIL 


From the Rev. C: Writ to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


benen ines Feb. 4th, 1801. 
Dear Sir, 


1 reported change in the administra- 
tion, which the newspapers so confi- 
dently asserted, is this day contradicted; and 
matters stand in my the same situation, as 
before that report | 
I now proceed to inclose a list of names 
annexed to the requisition ; which was ob- 
tained last week ; and which appeared to 
myself and the friends who saw it, to be as 
respectable a signature as could be expected, 
or would be necessary. In consequence of 
this powerful support in this part of York- 
shire, the requisition would have been sent 
immediately to Mr. Wrightson, had it not 
occurred, that in a case of so much importance, 
and at a time when considerable discourage- 
ment still damps the zeal and activity of our 
friends, it would be prudent first to ascer- 
tain, what support might be depended on, 
in the event of a county meeting, from the 
trading interest in the West. With this view, 
letters have been written to Messrs. Linsley, 
Hamer Oates, and my worthy friend, M.. | 

Wood, at Leeds. Their answers I expected 
to-day, but their not arriving, I suppose, 
may be « owing to the MR report on 
H Monday 


(98 ). 
Monday last. They will arrive, I dare say, 
in a day or two, and should they contain an 
assurance of support, either to a question for 
the removal of Ministers, or to onecfor 
from a majority of the traders in the West 
I think the opportunity should not be lost. 
Yet, as disputes appear to have taken place 
in the cabinet, and probably still subsist, 
though they have been productive of no 


change of Ministers, it may be politic, in 


your opinion, to suspend county meeting 
or a short time; and I request your answer, 
whether any reason err to you to exist, 
from the state of cabal and intrigue in your 
neighbourhood, which renders a pause ad- 
visable. If that should be your opinion, the 
requisition shall be kept back. But if no 
such reason seems to you to forbid our 
coming forward, the requisition will be sent 


immediately to Mr. Wrightson, provided the 


answers from Leeds should have been as 
encouraging as we hope they will be, and 
our principal friends in this neighbourhood 
should have given their approbation, 

I am glad Lord F— has not been written 
to, &c. As we are now circumstanced, I 
agree with you in thinking it better delayed, 
till the call of a previous meeting has taken 
place. Before the end of this, I will again 
write to explain, why the terms of concilia- 
tion formerly mentioned cannot well be de- 
parted from, At present, I am so much 
pressed in time, that I will only add, that 1 
rejoice to find your opinion respecting the 
claims of this country, as of late exercised 
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towards the shipping of neutral powers, is, 
that they are aper and not to be support- 
ed, as a cause of war, in any circumstances; 
but least of all in the present most calamitous 
ate of the country. I think your opposition 
to these claims entirely accords with the 
rest of your beneficent system of politics; it 
is agreeable to justice and reason; and it is 
advantageous to the best interests of the 
country, to its liberty, and to the speed 
restoration of peace. I had great pleasure 
to day, on hearing from Lord Stanhope, that 
his sentiments on this subject are the same 
as yours. 
I am, dear Sir, 

With the greatest truth, 

Tours ever, 


C. WIVILL. 


The Hon. C. J. Fox. 
LETTER XXXVIII. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
C. WrviLL. | 


Dear Sir, 


AM glad to see Wakefield and Bradford 
bane followed Leeds. The division in 

the Hoyse of Commons was full as good, 
and that in the Lords, far better than I ex- 
pected ; but I think it a bad symptom, that 
no new person in the House of Commons 
should have declared himself, in debate I 
mean, for as to the members Who composed 
H 2 the 


(100) | 

the division, I do not yet know who they 
were. From general report, it seems as if 
Portugal and her trade would soon be added 
to the catalogue of our losses. I know, 
from what passed at the time of the com- 
mercial treaty with France, that this branch 

most materially affects Yorkshire, and should 
therefore suppose that this event, if it hap- 
pen, will add to the discontents of your 
_ countrymen. 

Now I have given you all the information 
in my power, it must rest entirely with your 
judgment, and that of your friends, how far 
it is prudent to proceed or to delay. What- 
ever is decided, I shall think it for the best; 
but of this I am sure, that unless Yorkshire, 
or the corporation of London, of which I 
have little hope, lead the way, it would do 
no good, and even some harm, to stir in 
other counties and places. 

Tours ever, 


C. J. FOX, 


Sr. AxxE's Hitt, N 
 Wednesday, Feb. 4th, 1801. 


P. S$.—It may be necessary to add, that 
Pitt appeared to be unusually dejected, and 
that there is reason to believe, that there has 
been some pretty serious difference between 
him, and either the K—g, or his colleagues, 
upon the subject of the emancipation of the 
Catholics. ſ suppose that he has submitted, 


and that nothing is to be done in the busi- 


ness, but this is only guess. 
That Lord Cornwallis was strongly en- 
| | 


= 7 © Fo. OP TOE DTD RI 
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to the Catholics, I have little doubt; 


but what conduct he may hold, remains to 


be seen. f 
Dre ß x xp pp 
LETTER XXIX. | 
From the Hon. C. J. Fox tg the Rev. 
C. Wrvitt. & 

Dear Sir, | 

I WRITE chiefly to let you know, that 
when I wrote yesterday, I had not re- 

ceived yours of the 2d, which came to me 
this morning, It is impossible for me to 
judge, in regard to the prudence of issuing 
the requisition. On the one hand, I believe, 
from some things I have heard, that many 
counties are ready enough just at present, to 
follow, if Yorkshire takes the lead ; but, on 
the other, an unsuccessful attempt in York- 
Shire might do much mischief. Whether 
there be any danger of an attempt being now 
unsuccessful, .I can by no means judge, but 
from what has passed in the West-Riding, I 
should be inclined to think not, 

I haye learned nothing further, respecting 
the supposed differences in the cabinet. 

I am, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours ever, 

C. J. ; F OX. 


ST. Anne's Hitt, 
Thursday, Feb. Sth, 1801. 
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LETTER II. 


From the Rev. C. WrvILL to the Hon, 
| 2 C. J . Fox. 8 5 
* CS Bunrox-HaL, Feb. 5th, 1801. 
Dear Sir, — 


80 events respecting individuals only 
appear more important, than the re- 
union of Lord Fitzwilliam with the inde- 
pendent gentlemen of Yorkshire. I should 
be very happy, if any thing I could suggest, 


on the present oceasion, should fortunately 


contribute to so desirable an event, which [ 
think would not only give us a most decided 
superiority in favour of peace, at a meeting 
of this county, but would tend very much 


to prevent jealousies in other parts of the 
kingdom, and facilitate their concurrence 


with Yorkshire. And if a revolution can be 


prevented, if the constitution can be pre- 


served, or restored on its genuine principles, 


these can only be the consequences of such 
a timely and general union. 

What was mentioned in my former letter 
to you, with a view to forward a conciliation 
so much to be wished, has been imparted 


only to my most confidential friends. It has 


met their approbation; but it is their opinion, 
that less could not have been offered, with- 


dut injuring the cause of reform, and incur- 
ring the displeasure of its truest friends. We 
naturally wish not only to act with consist- 
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ency, but to preserve the appearance of it; 
that we. may be the more able to serve the 
public, not only the cause of reform, but the 
general interest of the nation. It is highly 
probable, that great distractions are about to 
arise in this country; and a party may start 
up, perhaps, in greater force than many sus- 
pect, who may support reform on extreme 
principles. And though reyolution may not 
be the object of some of the gentlemen al- 
luded to, it will be the certain consequence, 
I apprehend, of their success in carrying 
the generality of the towns, and particularly 
the capital into their measures. The best 
way to prevent it, the most likely to succeed 
and yet not injure ove is the formation 
of a party, in favour of moderate reform, 
strong enough to present to the party for uni- 
versal suffrage, a prospect of a substantial 
reform being obtained without their risking 
a revolution. This has been the great object 
of your labours for many years. In York- 
Shire, such a party already exists; though 
now dispersed, they will, I trust, be re- united 
soon; and by their consistently supporting 
reform, at the intended county meetings, at 
the 2d at least, they will preserve that credit 
with the more eager reformers, which will 
facilitate your success, and at the same time 
tend to prevent a revolution. | | 

This, I consider, as one great and leading 
object with Lord Fitzwilliam. He may be 
assured it is the same with those with whom 
I have acted in Yorkshire. I trust I need 


not make many professions for * 
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will only say, that meaning, in every possible 
event, in this eventful time, to stand or fall 
with the constitution, I think the conduct I 
have stated to you in my former letters, is 
what will best enable me to be of-use in 


 Yorkshire, and my old associates, when re- 


united, to- be of use, by their extensiye 
credit, in the kingdom. at large. I most 
earnestly wish these reasons may appear 
satisfactory to you, and that Lord Fitzwilliam 


himself may also approve them. 


T am, dear Sir, | | 
With the highest esteem and regard, 
Yours ever, 


C. WYVILL, 


P. 8.-I have received one letter from 
Leeds this morning: viz. from Mr. Wood. 
He thinks a few weeks will bring the tem- 
per of that part of Yorkshire to the point we 
wish; but from what he says of the extreme 
distress there, and the universality of the 
wish for peace, I am decided in my opinion, 
that we may safely proceed now. The Leeds 
petition has been signed by many, he says, 
lately friends to the war. The plan of policy 
of some of our friends seems to be, to wait 
till these late warm friends of war will agree 
to come forward, generally, as the movers 
of a county meeting for peace. And they 
fear the motion, originating with men uni- 
formly adverse to the war, will terrify these 
new converts to peace, back to Pitt and his 
measures. But the distress is too severely 


felt, I apprehend, for that effect to follow 


from 
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from a requisition such as that proposed. 
And the consequences to be feared from our 
delay, till such persons chuse to come for- 
ward, are I think obvious enough: viz. we 
may wait till the proper season is past, till 
Pitt is able to compose all differences in the 
cabinet; or having concluded a peace,“ 
may dissolve the parliament; or may gull 
the nation with another pretended negocia- 
tion: and we should certainly wait, only to 
let the friends of the Minister take the lead 
in the meeting, and model their measures to 
his satisfaction. . | 

[ therefore am decidedly, for sending the 


requisition to Mr. Wrightson, without farther 


loss of time: if from your answer to my 
last, I find you see no objection from the 
state of politics in your neighbourhood. 


2d. P. 8.—I hope what is said of re-unit- 
ing my old friends and associates, cannot be 
understood as if it was meant to revive the 
late association, or to propose any similar 
measure at either the first, or the second of 
the intended meetings. But I think it may 
be proper to declare expressly, that is not 
what I should think of doing: I mean no 
such thing at either of those meetings. | 


* The words printed in Italics, baing necemary to complete 
the meaning of this passage, have been derte by the editor, 
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LETTER XII. 
From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev, 
C. WrviLL, © 


Dear Sir, 


" RECEIVED motor 2 to-day; your 

of the 4th and 5th, and with 2520 6 to 
the question, which you most 
put to me, whether any of the intrigues 
aetually going forward, or supposed to be 
so, afford in my judgment any reason for 


delaying the measure of a meeting, I have 


no hesitation in saying they do not. On the 
contrary, no time appears to me more likely, 
to enable us to make an impression upon the 
enemy, than when they are disunited among 
themselves.— My letters from London say, 
that Pitt has actually resigned, but though [ 
have it from what I should in most cases 


deem good authority, I know not how to 
believe it. The same account says, that the 


speaker of the House of Commons is 
charged with the making of a new ara 
ment. If this is so, 1 should suspe 

whole to be some juggle, which will vill shorth 
end in ho none: Pitt himself, if in truth he 
is gone out at all. I am very glad you have 


_ consulted the West-Riding gentlemen, and 


I think their judgment ought to be very 
much attended to,for,though time 1s precious, 


it is of much more importance that the thing 


should be well done than soon done. I quite 


agree with you, that the lead in the business 
should 
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mould be kept in the hands of the old friends 
to _ and not in those of new converts; 
ray perhaps the new converts might be 
. humoured, as to keep the 

— as separate and unconnected with 
former ones, as can be consistently with the 
circumstances of the same persons taking the 
lead, and not relinquis their old ground. 
I dare say Feewiliam wil be pleased at 
what you say of not reviving associations. 
At present it is by no means n or ad- 
visable; but my opinion, both of the charac- 
ter and of the power of the supporters of 
the present system, is such, that I suspect that 
not only associations, but 8 of the 
we kind, will be necessary to carryi 
any thing effectual 29 I am — 
mistaken if you do not find the coalition be- 
tween corruption and toryism, headed by 
the court, much stronger than is generally 
imagined. With respect to the strength of 
any of the more violent reformers, I confess 
I do not think much of it, but it is never- 
theless n to take as many of that sort 
as really mean well to the country with us as 
possible. I am very glad my opinions, with 
respect to the neutral question, met with 
your approbation. It is not impossible, but 
I may feel myself obliged to go to the Hous/, 
to explain them more at large, but I rather 


think not.. 1 
I am, dear Sir, 
Dours ever, 
* IR | C. AK 
Sundoy, Til. 814, 19601 
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IETER XIII. 
From the, Rev. C. WrviILL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


A BuxTox-Harz, Feb. 8th, 1801, 
| ! 

Dear Sir, | * 
HAVE the pleasure to inform you, that, 
by this day's post, the requisition will be 

sent to Mr. rightson, with the unanimous 
approbation of my friends in this neighbour- 
hood; who agree with me in thinking - 
moment favourable, and that no time ou 
to be lost, in bringing forward the inten l 
meeting of the county. With respect to the 
result, 5 feel little . though fully sen- 
sible of the responsibility under Shich J act, 
and the national importance of the measure 
determined. I will very shortly take an op- 
portunity to explain myself, as the tone of 
this letter is undoubtedly very different from 
that of some which lately preceded it, and 
which were written at a time when 1 felt 
myself a good deal embarrassed. 

I suppose the previous meeting” will be 
| held about the 24th of February, and the 
county will probably be called together 
about the 10th of March. 

I venture to assure you, that we shall 
succeed; but it is upon the supposition 80 
often mentioned, that the Duke of Norfolk, 
Lord Thanet, and our other principal friends, 


will personally assist; the assistance of Lord 
| Fitzwilliam, 


WP Hits. 
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Fitzwilliam, above all, will be of most essen- 
tial service; though I hope the sense of 
the county is so decidedly with us, that 
even his absence would not prevent our 
having a great preponderance in the meet - 
Ing. Re - f 5 ö 
I am, with great regard, dear Sir, 
Most faithfully yours, 

| C. WYVILL. 

The Hon. C. J. Fox. 87... 00 N 
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IETTRR XIII. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
C. WrviLL. 
Dear Sir, 2 | 
AM very glad you are so sanguine about 
the meeting, and do not think that the 
change of ministers (for such it now appears 
really to be) ought to prevent your going on. 
As to the particular propositions to be made 
at the county meeting, it may make some 
alteration from the former plan necessary, 
but I will write to you more at large, upon 
this part of the subject, when I shall have 
seen Mr. Grey (which will be shortly), 
and when it is more certainly known how 
the new Ministry will be composed, and 
better seen what is its complexion. 

All my letters agree in saying, that Pitt's 
friends are, in private conversation, loud 
against Addington, whenee they infer rea- 
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sonably. enough, that it is not all a mere 
3 and enn 


Sr. Awnz's Hr, 
Tiursay, Feb, 12th, 1801. 


P. S. Tour letter which I received this 
morning, was of the 8th, which I mention, 


because lately it has happened to me, more 
than once, not to receive m letters on the 


proper * 


LETTER XLIV. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLIL to the Hon. 
CI Fas: 


Bunxrox-HaxTL, Fed. 12th, 1001. N 
Dear Sir, 


2 event apprehended some time ago, 

has now occurred, rather unexpectedly. 
The requisition for a previous meeting has 
been stopt by the West-Riding gentlemen. 


| Linclose my answer of this day's date, to Mr. 
| Milnes; and I believe it will uufficiently EX= 


plain this difference of opinion, and also, 
why I expressed myself more confidently 
in my letter of the 8th of February; after 
having, in some preceeding letters, expressed 


my fears. 1 thought the unanimous concur- 
renee 
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rence of our friends, in-this part of Yorke 


hire, by enco g our friends in the 

West, Would have prevented the "ep which 

has been taken. | 
1. am, dear Sir, 

Most en ours ever, 

| | J. WIVIIL. 

The Hon. C. J. Fox. b 


LETTER XLV. 


From the Rev. C. WrvrLI to the Hon. 
LS - + J. For. | f 


| Bonrox: =O Feb. 13th, 1801, 
Dear Sir, | 


WRITE a few lines, — . to explain, 
3 the requisition was sent to Mr. 
2 on the 8th instant, without wait- 
— or the answer I had requested of you, 
to my question respecting intrigues supposed 
to be going on, as a possible objection in 
your judgment to our proposed measure. 
Your letter of the 5th instant, though it was 
written chiefly on the subject of our intended 
meeting, said nothing on the subject of these 
intrigues, I consulted my friends, and they 
thought with me, that as you mentioned 
none, none could exist, which you could 
think formed an objection to this undertak- 
ing. We therefore thought it best to. send 


it immediately, not to logs time, , 


e 
as the appearance of the advertisement in the 
York papers might have been stopt, if your 
answer of the 8th instant had been direct] 
the reverse of what it was. ' © 
I This is sufficient, I hope, to explain our 
seeming inattention to advice we had asked; 
and than which none could have 
weight with my —_— as well as, 
. Ir, | 
Your most faithful servant, 


P. $.—By letters received, since the above 
was written, I am enabled to say, our af- 
fairs in this county will not receive any de- 
triment from the late momentary difference 
| of opinion; at least 1 of it seems 
| next to a certainty. eir aspect improves 
daily, 


„ „ 
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| IETTER XVI. 
| 


| From the Rev. C. Wyv1LL to the Hon. 
| | C. J. Fox. 


| | - | | ByaTow-HalL, Feb, 15th, 1801, 
| Þ Dear Sir, | 
i Js with the utmost satisfaction I inform 
| | you, that this morning I received a letter 
from Mr. Milnes, -which has quite removed, 
my fears, that the change proposed by him 
and Mr. Wrightson, in our mode of proceed- 


: 
* ; — 
| | 
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ing, might be detrimental to liberty. I was 
apprehensive that some restriction might have 
been to, which I could not approve, 
from a view of gaining a greater concurrence 
of opinion from the West-Riding. I; find 


with very great pleasure that my apprehen- 


sions were, totally groundless. first 
requisition has been set aside, and another, 
which I sent on Friday to Mr. Milnes, has 
been adopted instead of it, and will be sent 
to the High Sheriff, 3 him tg call 
a county- meeting, for the purpose of peti- 
tioning the Throne for a ty peace. On 
this ground, and in this mode of proceeding, 
we shall undoub be very strong: more 
$80, T admit, than if à previous meeting had 
been held. We must do the best we tan 
to lead our new allies into the measures 
tending to promote liberty. I think my 
letter of the sth instant must have been 
detained at the Post-office, a 
I am ever, with the highest regard, 

g r 


Most truly yours, ̃ Y 
C. WTVIII. 


N 


LETTER XVII. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev, 
| C. ene 


Dear Sir, 


RECEIVED 3 yours of the 
twelfth. Grey, who was with me, did 
not scem to think the consequence of the 
meeting being called in the manner now pro- 
posed to be so prejudicial to the cause as you 
seem to do. With regard to myself. I think, 
whether it will be so or not, depends in a 
great measure upon the points, which you 
state in your letter to Mr, Milnes. If there 
is to be a stipulation against all censure of 
ministers, the meeting will indeed be nuga- 
tory ; with respect to the adjournment to a 
day fixed, I am inclined to think that it is a 
measure that will give more alarm than it is 
worth ; for if men's minds are properly dis- 
posed, you can always call a second meeting, 
and if they are not so disposed, such a meet- 
ing will not be attended in a manner to give 
it weight. 

The general opinion of well-informed per- 
sons in London, is that this change is not the 
mere juggle which some appearances would 
lead one to think it. It is, I believe, quite 
certain, that the dispute on the King's part 
was serious, and even warm in the expres- 
sion; and it is said, the persons high in you 

| profession 
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profession, are endeavouring by sermons, &c. 
to raise the old high-church | cry every where 
. Jam , dear Sir, 
Yours ever, 


| | | C. J. FOX. 
Sr. Anne's Hirt, 2 
Monday, Feb. 6th, 1S0r. | 
R 7 — — — 
, - LETTER XLYILL 
4 From the Hon. C. "1; Fox to the * 
1 C. WrvIIL. 
A My dear Sir, 


re [ AM to thank you for yours of the- 14th 
LY 15th, which I received yesterday and - 
* day, I saw yesterday the Duke of Nor- 
A folk who is still peer od about a Yorkshire 
$a meeting than I could wish; my opinion is, 
tis MW that nothing would 80 much encourage him 
li- and induce him to attend it, as if he were 
ng. given to understand, that the tide was, in 
et- fact, more turned than he believes it to be, 
rive and that he and other of our friends who may 
be present, were likely to be universally, or 
per- at least generally, popular at the meeting. 
the give you this hint, in case you can make an 
ould I use of it. I believe Lord Thanet, whom 
uite have -not geen, is 9" quito 417 to tow all that 


5 n Hu: 


sion, Bie Feb. 18th, 15-7700 
| 75 2 LETTER> 
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La 92 Tonne ever, x 
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LETTER XIIX. 


1 the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Hon. | 


C. J. Fox. 
/ . Feb. 19th, 1801. 
Dear Sir, | 
AM extremely sorry to inform you, that I 
have just received a letter from Mr. 


Milnes, stating that the gentlemen of his 


neighbourhood, who had met at Fryston 
yesterday, had giyen it as ** their decided 
opinion, and that of all they had conversed 
with, that we ought. to delay calling the 
county meeting until the new administration 


have declared their intention,” meaning, with 


respect to peace, They seem to have been 
led to form this opinion, by the rumours cir- 
culated, that the new administration will ne- 
2 and are disposed to make peace on as 


| —_— terms as the nation would submit 


[ap long this indecision will operate to 


. prevent a county meeting, I know. not. But 
I am apprehensive, it will tend great! 


-damp the spirit of liberty in this part ** the 


— and the present opportunity to 


"rward with effect, seems likely to be 


4 — I think I ma arr 0 the reverse 
must have been the consequence if the previ 
ous meeting had taken place. - It would have 
enco the timid and indecisive; by 
showing a considerable accession of strength 


themselves 


at the 5 and N would have found 


S FSS KAS 65 — 


"FF » 
themselves unembarrassed by 
measure, as the object of their 
the time might have appe: 


al to meet had never been made by ne. 
Tam, with the greatest regard, 


Dear Sir, 23 


Most _— | 
4. 0-270, WEYIERL 


LEITER I. 


| C. WrviLL. 
Dear Six, 


From tlis Hlon. C. J. Fox to the Reb. 


F AM meh cbncerned a the contents of 


yours of the rgth, which I have this day 


received; I atn afraid the fair interpretation 


of this squeamishness is, that the county is 
not 86 thoroughly turned, with respect to the 
general measures of government, as we had 
flattered ourselves. Even, if peace were the 
sole object, I cannot conceive that any men 
can be so infatuated, as not to see that a warm 
expression of the wish of Yorkshire, in its 
favour, would confirm and hearten the new 


ministry in the pursuit of it, upon the sup- 


position of their being already disposed to it, 
and upon the contrary supposition such an 
19 expression 


any specise 
petition; and 
free to proceed as the actual circumstances at 
to require: 
I now wish môst sincerely that the propo- 


5 


C 148; 1 


expression would be admitted to be still more 


necessary. I have no doubt, but the new 
men will make some attempt at negotiation, 


though there is no authority but the most 
vague rumour at present, for their having as 
yet done any thing in it. (My opinion too 


is, that Bonaparte will give them peace, if 
they will give up the point of the armed neu- 
trality to the Northern nations; but whether 
or not they will have the good sense to do 


this, I know not, nor even whether they 


would be allowed to do so by the influence 


Which was strong enough to resist the mea- 


sure of Catholic emancipation.) I am not 
sure that, if I had not engaged myself, your 
account of what has passed in Torkshire, 
would not have made me stay away, even 
from Mr. Grey's motion; but 1 have promis- 
ed. Is it your opinion that the high church 
cry is like to have much effect in Yorkshire? 
I am sanguine enough to think, it will not 
Have a great deal here, but some it will have, 
2 Tours ever, 

$7: ANNE's Hiur, Sunday. v | 
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. From the Rev. C. Wrvixr to the Hon. 
0 | C. J. Fox. | 
c F a 4 * | Bvarox-HaLs, Feb, 24th, 1006 
My dear Sir, 6 


V (| SEE no probability that the new Ministers 
will declare themselves averse to peace. 
a- Whether they will offer a negociation or not, 
ot is a matter absolutely uncertain at present; 
ur and this uncertainty may remain, till the 
e, favourable opportunity for _— meetings 
en W may be lost. On these grounds, I have 
is- thought that the second requisition might 
ch be amended, and the dilemma which now 
e! perplexes our friends might be avoided, as 
wt vou will find it in the copy, which is inelos- 
ve. ed. I sent it yesterday to Mr. Milnes and 
Mr. Wrightson, assuring them, that if they 
a and their friends in the West liked it, I could 
N say with confidence, that it would be readily. 
adopted in the Nortng een 
Lshall think it fortunate, if this proposal 
meets their approbation and concurrence, 
but I own I have some doubts. Had the 
previous meeting been held, this would have 
been the day of meeting; and I believe, sun 
a requisition as this amended one would 
have been easily carried at it; and our affairs 
in Yorkshire would have been likely to pros- 
per. If the amended requisition is not ac- 
"ER I 4 ' , ceded 


Ce. Ihe + 


ceded to; I think we may expect a long de- 
lay; or perhaps some nugatory measure at 
the approaching assizes. I sbould be truly 


happy to find my enen Were un- 
ded. 


un 
bees I am, Jear Sir, 


With the eatest 1 
T C. WIVII 
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LETTER TI" 


; From 9 C. Wyo, to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


ane, Feb. 28th,. 1801. 


W 


Dear Sir, 


In jua reecived Mr, Milnes's answer 
to my letter which accompanied the 
amended requisition. The Whole tenor of it 
confirms your suspieion, in yours of the 22d 
instant, © that the oounty is not so thorough- 
ly turned, with respect to the general mea- 
sures of gove enment, as we had! flattered 
ourselves. Mr. Milnes assures me, it is 
thought by our friends in- this (the West) 
part of the country, that if Mr. Wrightson 
had called the meeting at York, and the re- 
quisition to the sheriff had sprung from that 
meeting, although we had made all the ex- 
ertion.in our power, we should have expe- 
rienced a defeat nearly as deeisive 4 we did 
in 1795. | 

He ef erwards- admits chat tbere is cer- 
Holy oreat change of opinion about the 


r 


cw) 
war, amongst the manufacturers at Leeds, 
Bradford, and. Wakefield.” I do not think 


he supposition in the former, and the asser- 


tion in the latter sentence, are perfectly re- 


concileable. Yet it is sufficiently clear, that 
our friends in that part of the county which 
is most populous, are now quite against 
meeting; and they must be admitted to 
know the sentiments of that district better 
than we. E therefore think that nothing in 
favour of Peace and Liberty can be expeet- 
ed from Torkshire, for some considerable 
length of time. I am extremely sorry for it, 
and heartily wish favourable appearances had 
not induced me to make this attempt. Par- 
ties whether in a nation or a county, like 
troops, beaten and dispirited, are apt to 
quarrel among themselves, and confidence is 
lost by ill success. Lou may depend; dear 
Sir, upon this assurance, however, that 
neither the inconvenience. alluded to, nor 
any other consideration shall. prevent my ut- 
most exertigns,, as fan as health at my age 
will permit, whenever a more fit opportunity 
shall present itself., . 

defer answering several particulars in 
your letters, for want of time, to-day; I will 
only say at present, I am glad you mean to 
attend parliament, in support of Mr. Grey's 
motion. ö ä EG 

I am, with the greatest regard, 
Dar Sir, 
1 Tours ever, 


C. WYVILL. 
LETTER 
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> LETTER; III., . 


From the _ C. WrviLL to the Hon, 


C.J. Fox. 


/ e 26th, 1801. 
Dear Sir $ | 1 5 Fa 


IS morning Ireceived Mr. Wrightson's 
answer to the proposal of an amended 
requisition. He approves the purport of the 


amendment, but wishes a verbal correction 


or two to be made; to which I have readil 
acceded. Thus corrected, he seems to think 
it may be agreed to, at the approaching 
assizes, where many of our friends will be 
upon the grand jury. This affords a hope 
that Yorkshire,, after all the difficulties we 
have met, may yet petition. But Mr. Milnes's 
letter will not allow us to be very sanguine; 
it can be but a faint hope indeed. ag 
however, and trust, that the same err 
as before may preserved. 
am, dear Sir, 
Most ay yours, 
C. WYYILL, 


LETTER 
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Tuouas's Horz, Saturday. 
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LETTER LIV. 


From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Neu.. 


14 Wrvirr. 
3 Sir, 


HAVE been 80 * ever since I have 
been in town, and indeed so uncertain 
with regard to any intelligence I could send 
8 that I have deferred, from day to day, 
2 you for your different communica- 
tions. I am very sorry the petitioning busi- 
ness has failed, "but 1 the failure of it be 
owing solely to the particular state of affairs 
here, perhaps when they are more settled 
the plan may be resumed The K—g is 
certainly much better, so much so, that I 
believe really . to the words of to- 
day's bulletin) hopes are entertained of a 
speedy recovery. My opinion is, that the 
new Ministers will, as soon as they are 
fairly in office, attempt a negociation ; but 1 
think it very doubtful whether they will at- 
tempt peace in a way likely to succeed. 1 
shall go to St. Anne's Hill on Monday, where 
[ chall stay till Grey's motion, which I think 
will hardly be made sooner than pi 
e'nnight. 1 : 4 
am, wit t 
To. wig 
Yours ever, | 
C. d. FOX. 


70 
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LETTER LY. 


From the Rev. C. Wrviir to the Hon, 
C. J. Fox. 


ö 17 Vonx, March 1276, 1801. 
| HE intended conference will be to- mor- 


= MM > > an ano a> a. a - 


6 I row. As it is not a post day, I cannot: 
inform you of the result till Saturday. I can 
at present say little, having only seen two or 

= three of our friends. But that little is favour- 

able. I have better hopes than When I left 
| Burton. 


| 
| | Lam, with great regard, dear Six, 
| 


D & © mays 


Yours ever, 
f C. WYVILL: 
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- LETTER _— | 


From the Rev. C. WrviILIL to the Hon. y 
C. J. Fox. - 


| Vox, March 13th, 18014 
Dear Sir, -- | * ] 


HAVE the satisfaction to "ts you, 
that it was agreed here to-day to proceed 
| to a county meeting, immediately after Mr. 

7 Grey's motion, if in the course of the debate 


nnn it, EY shall have appeared to 2 * 


o 


SES * 


r 


vp 


(uns) 


Er the measure unadviaable. I imagine it 


is scarcely possible that any impediment can 
then have arisen to prevent the meeting. But 
it would not only be satisfactory to us all to 
know that in your judgment, there was no 
substantial reason against proceeding; but it 
would be of great use — — inspire confidence, 
where hitherto timidity has prevailed; I 
mean, among our friends at Leeds. . 
This determination is more than 
yesterday. I trubt it will be firmly adhered 
to, and, in that case, I think we shall sue- 
ceed. The corrected requisition will be made 
use of; which will afford all the ground we 
ought to think of occupying. 
am ever, dear Sir, 
Most faithfully yours, 
Irn. 
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LETTER SAL 


From the Rev. C. Wrvizx to the Ede 
; ©: Bow; ©- > 


BuzTon-Has, Med 18th, 1801; 
Dear Sir, | 


> one of your letters of ate date you in- 
quired whether our opponents had been 
endeavouring to raise the high church cry in 
the country; and whether such an attempt 
III Jean now answer 

with 


( 126 ) 
with some confidence, from my own obser. 
vation, and from information obtained at 
Tork, that the slightest trace of such an at- 
tempt is scarcely discovered; and that we 
have little to fear from high church bigotry, 
should the industry of our adversaries be em- 
ployed in earnest, to work upon the passion 
of the clergy and their adherents! Among 
the parochial clergy of the country, many 
are inclined to toleration; while those of a 
less liberal disposition have not credit enough 
with the gentry, or the inferior classes, to MW p! 
raise a clamour against either the principle or IM si 
the friends of foleration. In fact, that fiery MW n« 
zeal for the church establishment, which for- re 
merly moved a very powerful engine in po- tu 
litics, is now nearly extinct. It is really felt of 
by some of the clergy ; and it may be affected MW ne 
by more, if the bishops should exert their in- I 
| fluence, to defend themselves, by the usul te: 
means, from the dangers of religious liberty. ty 
But the laity, I think, are not disposed to wi 
join them on the ground of persecution. They mi 


2 + © raj a+ wc a 
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are tired of religious disputes : they manifest an 
little zeal for the church, as a particular mode the 
of Christianity; and if for a time they shouldF tio 
support the bishops, it will not be from ani tin 
decided partiality to their creeds and ceremo · I frie 
nies, but from the dread of popular innova-. toy 
tion in the state, with all its imagined con-. mo 
sequences of plunder and confiscation, a de mir 
graded nobility, and a subverted throne. 0 last 
the part of 2 of our gentry; i hay 
will be an opposition wi any mixture o pon 


religious heat; it will be merely a political hay 
1215 | opposition 


C127 ) 2 

r. opposition ; and therefore, of course, it will 
at be less formidable, It may be overcome; 1 
t- dust, by the vigour and moderation of the 
we popular ; and it must yield to general 
ry, distress, and the urgent necessity of the 
m- times. Were the prospect different, had we 
ons the same enthusiasm for the church to contend 
ne with, which drove James from the throne, 
any and nearly reversed the revolution it had ef- 
f 1M fected, I should think it a hopeless attempt 
uch to defend the constitution on its true princi- 
to] ples. I do admit, however, that uch enthu- 
> or siasm still exists, as an exception to the ge- 
ier neral indifference on the subject of our state 
for- religion. It may be found in our manufac- 
turing towns ; which abound with persons 
of different sects, sometimes approaching 
nearly to an equality with the churchmen. 
This nearly equal proportion occasions con- 
tests, competitions, and consequent animosi- 
ty; which afford fit fuel, when the clergy 
wish to inflame their people. Of this, Bir- 
mice has afforded a shocking instance: 
and Manchester, Leeds, &c. were agitated at 
the time alluded to, by a spirit of persecu- 
tion almost as violent. Hence at present tlie 
timidity, as I conjecture, of many of our 
friends at Leeds, Wakefield, and other great 
towns in the West of Yorkshire. For the 
most part they are Dissenters; they are a 
© minority in the respective towns: and for the 
Ou last seven years, particularly in 1795, they 
1Y have experienced from their high church op- 
ponents, the utmost rage and rancour. They 
tical haye long had before their eyes the fate of 
Mr | Priestley 


6126) 

Priestley and Russell; which, during some 
part of this time, was very near becoming 
their own. And thus they have . mti- 
midated to such a degree, that hard 
dare to look their opponents in the face, —. 
at this time, when commercial distress has 
brought over to their opinions, respecting 
peace at least, a great majority of their neigh- 

bours. That distress is rapidly increasing 

it must finally subdue the bigotry of the most 
obstinate zealots for war, and corivince the | 
most apprehensive of our dissenting friends 
that they must seek their safety, not in timid MW . 
submission and inaction, at this crisis*, but in N 
boldly ing forward, putting themselves WW 

at the head of those thirty thousand manu- 
facturers who have petitioned for peace, and 
0 
I 


with them joining the friends of peace in the 
country, who are at the same time the friends WW f 
| of liberty, ciyil and religious. | $ 
J am, dear Sir, 
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to 

prodadly join iv petitions far peace, kc} The editor hopes not. I * 
805, however, he cannot think it necessary, by any erplana W M 
tion, to obviate such senseless miscongtruction, — —_. fo 
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+" ERTTER"EVITT: | - 
From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the' Rev. 
e Br C. WTrVvILL. ä 


Dear Sir, 


RECEIVED. yeaterday yours of the 13th, 


containing what I think very good news. 
So far am I from seeing any objection to 
petitioning, from the present state of affairs, 
that I think it more expedient, if possible, than 
ever. I think indeed that the new Ministers 
will make an attempt at negociation, but it 
will probably fail; and, even if it should suc- 
ceed, no system either of internal or external 


politics is Iixely to be adopted, different from 
that which has ruined us. Peace in such a 


case would be of a short duration, and to 
liberty we may bid adieu for ever. With re- 
spect to the terms of the requisition, the 
more general they are, the better; and it 
would have certainly a far better effect, that 
the petition should rather go to the point of 
men and councils, than be confined to the 
sole object of peace; but the words in one 
of the sketches you sent me, appear to me 
too particular. I have not the paper at this 
moment before me, but I think it advises his 
M—y to take such men as have been uni- 
formly against the war, or to that effect. 
This would seem (especially from the circum- 
stance of its being adopted in Yorkshire) par- 
ticularly hostile to Lord Fitzwilliam, which 
would not only hurt me persoually, but have 


a bad 


* 2 
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a bad effect in a political view. Persons 
who have had no share in producing our 
present calamities, or whose principles qre 
known to be hostile to the stem so un- 
fortunately pursued by the late admini- 
Stration, would do better; or, as advice for 
removal is more strictly constitutional than 
recommendation of. successors, it might go 
to the removal of persons Whose support of 
the most objectionable measures of the last 
administration renders them unworthy of the 
confidence of the public, or whose known 
attachment, or whose declared attachment 
to the principles of the late administration, 
&c. Perhaps it might do quite generally, per- 
Sons in whom the public cannot confide. 
One of the principal points to be relied on in 
speeches, and perhaps in hand-bills (though 
possibly too particular a one to be mentioned 
in the petition) is Pitt's declaration that. he 
rejoiced in the failure of former negociations, 
which, according to him, had been more use- 
ful by persuading the people to give ther 
money, than they could have been-by pro- 
ducing peace. In this declaration some of 
the present Ministers explicitly, and all by 
implication, joined. The folly of real wishers 
for peace, in trusting such men to negociate, 
is therefore obvious. Mr. Grey's motion 
does not come on till this day se'nnight. | 
should rather have wished the petition tc 
have preceded it; but as that cannot be 
there is perhaps some advantage to be derivY yenj 
ed from the debate to the petitioners, and i hold 
any thing of that sort strikes me, I will 7 may 


\ 
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fail to communicate it to you. I do not know 
whether it may be a circumstance of much 
importance in Lorkshire, but I have reason 
to think Lord Lansdown is more inclined to 
act openly and cordially with Opposition, 


than he has been heretofore. There are 


many doubts abroad, respecting the degree 
to which the K—g is recovered, but I have 
no intelligence upon'this subject, upon which 
[ can rely. I hear too that Mr. Wilberforce 
at last confesses that the distresses, in York- 


$hire at least, are principally owing to the 


war. I go to town on Monday or Tuesday 
next, where I shall probably stay that week. 
If you have any thing to communicate while 
I am in London, be so: good as to direct to 
me, Thomas's Hotel, Berkeley-square. 
I am, with great regard, dear Sir, 
| Tours ever, 
1 C. J. FOX. 
Sr. Anne's Hut, a | 7 
Wednesday, March 18th, 1801. 
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15t REQUISITION. 


TO THE HIGH SHERIFF OF THE 
COUNTY OF YORK. | 


E, whose names are subscribed, request 
you, at as early a day as may be con- 
venient, to call a general meeting of the free- 
holders of this county, in order that they 


Inay have an ä to petition the King 
| 2 r 


(fa } - , 
for a speedy peace, and that his Majesty 
would be graciously pleased to remove from 
his councils, persons in whom the public g 
cannot confide, because it cannot rationally 
hope that peace on safe and equitable terms 
can be procured by persons, whose support 
of all the most objectionable measures, 80 
unfortunately pursued by the late administra- 
tion. has in a great degree contributed to 
produce that situation of unexampled cala- 
mity into which the country has been thrown. 


* 
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24 REQUISITION. 


TO. THE HIGH SHERIFF OF THE. 
COUNTY OF YORK. 


| JE, whose names are subscribed, re- 

quest you, at as early a day as may 
be convenient, to call a general meeting of 
the freeholders of this county, in order that 
they may have an opportunity to petition the 
the King for a speedy peace, and that his 
Majesty would be graciously pleased to re- 
move from his councils, persons in whom 
the public cannot confide, because they are 
considered incapable, at this stormy cxjsis, to 
conduct the affairs of the nation; and par- 
ticularly from their having supported all the 
most objectionable measures unfortunately 
pursued by the late administration, unable 
to effect a peace, on safe and equitable 


A- 
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terms, and thus to rescue the country out f 
that calamitous situation, into which they so 


greatly contributed to throw it. 


| LETTER LIX. | 
From the Rev. C. WyviilL to the Hon. 
— C. J. Fox. 
ae March 22d, 1801. 


Dea? Sir: 


2 to trouble you with the inclosed 


sketches of a requisition for your opinion 


and advice. They are drawn with a view to 


avoid what you thought objectionable in the 
former one; but, as the new ministers have 
ret done nothing in their official capacity on 
which an accusation could be grounded, I 
thought it advisable to state reasons why the 
public could not confide in them. If Mr. 
Pitt had remained in office, the most 

perhaps would have been the best form. But 
respecting the present ministers, the old 


question might be asked, Why, what evil 


have they done?“ And it may be expedient 
thus to answer it by anticipation. But if 
you think the reasons will be better omitted, 
| shall most willingly strike out all that fol- 
lows the word confide. In fact I rather wish- 
ed to obtain your opinion, than have formed: 
one myself. Na 


I am heartily glad to find you are likely ta 
k K 3 be 
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be well supported on your next attendanes i in 
the House of Commons. I hope coun 
meetings will give an assistance that will * 
timately prove decisive. 
1 a, dear Sir, with great regard, 
Most truly yours, 
„C. WITVILL. 


P. S. * farther consideration, the rea- 
sons in each requisition appear expedient, 
not wy because they point the objection 
against Addington's remaining in office; 
but serve also to prevent the return of Mr. 
Pitt and Dundas. Should no reason be given 
for the alledged want of confidence in the 
new Ministers, it would perhaps facilitate 
the re- appointment of the old. But of this 


you w1ll best judge: 
. g , : ju | 
LETTER LX. 
From the Hon. C. "Y Fox' to the' Rev: 
C. WTVILTL. 


Dear Sir, 


RECEIVED the day before DE APES 

1 yours of the 22d, and to-day another 
nearly a duplicate of it that had gone to St. 
Anne's Hill. Our division was not so. good 
as had been expected. The most remarkable 
circumstance in the debate, appeared to me 
to be Pitt's laboured panegyric upon the 
new Ministers, and . s studious dis- 
| . claarner 
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claimer of being in any degree bound to fol- 

low the system of bis predecessors. His 
(Addington's) speech was by no means an 
able one, but, in some respects, I think ju- 
dicious; particularly in the disclaimer I have 
alluded to, and in his very strong expressions 
for peace. If he had left out one single ex- 
pression, by which he stated our claims 
upon the neutral powers to admit of no 
compromise, I should almost believe that 
peace would really take place, and whether 
or not he felt the full force of that expression, 
and still more whether or not he will adhere 
to it, may be doubtful. In these circumstances 


I am afraid the business of petitioning will 


not go on so smogthly, though if it could go 
on, it would in my opinion be as desirable 
as ever. I like No. 2, I think, the best, and 
perfectly agree with you, that it is necessary 
to state some reasons for want of confidence. 


suppose it would not be easy to get in a 


sentence, congratulating his Majesty on the 
removal of Ministers, Who have plunged the 
country in such unexampled calamity; i it 
could, it would be very desireable on many 
accounts, and serve to introduce naturally 
the reasons for removing the present men. 


I return to St. Anne's Hill, on Sunday. 


Jam, dear Sir, | 
+ Yours ever, 
; E. J. FOX, 
Loxpox, 26th March. . | 


(136) 


LETTER LXI. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. | 


BurTon-Halt, March 30, 1801. 
; f 


* 


Dear Sir | 


x division was less than 1 cnt 
T yet not much less. It shews clearly 
the prevalence of corruption, and of prin- 
ciples hostile to liberty. It shews too that 
the nation has not much to hope from any 
spontaneous change in parliament, unassisted 
by popular exertions. For what state of af- 
fairs could present circumstances of national 
distress and alarm, more fit to rouze the en- 
ergies and dormant patnotism of parliament, 
in which it would be possible to suppose the 
people to acquiesce? Yet popular interfer- 
ence may, and I hope-will, call forth that 
patriotism, and those energies of parliament 
by which alone a revolution can be prevent- 


ed; 'but it will be little less than a miracle. 


There i 1s even greater reason, perhaps, to hope 
that this maryellous change may be effected 
by the interposition of the people, from the 
necessity v we are under to defer the attempt. 
When it is made, I trust, it will be made 
wit greater vigour and more complete suc- 
cess. 

I have recommended to our friends in the 
West to suspend their proceedings, and in- 
I them of your sentiments. Having 
1 0 
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pressed for a meeting before, and deprecated 
delay, I thought it Lee on me now 
to acknowledge, my sentiments are 
changed, and that T accede to. what they 
proposed at York, viz. to wait till the new 
Ministers may have negociated, and failed 
to procure a peace. If Mr. Addington should 
athere to his late declaration in the House of 
Commons on the subject of the Northern 
claims, we probably shall not be obliged to 
wait long. We still perhaps may be able to 
come forward in this session. If the 
ciation should be drawn into t length, it 
will be impossible to do so. In that case we 
must postpone our efforts till next winter, 
when we may expect to have other, and 
perhaps still stronger ground to occupy. 

I altogether concur with your opinion, 
that there is no probability at present, that 
your attendance in parliament would be use- 
ful to the public. I therefore hear with 
pleasure, your determination to return to St. 
Anne's Hill. I sincerely think it that con- 
duct which is most worthy your character, 
and most prudent for the cause of the nation. 
T am, with "Ne i regard, — Sir, 


* N Wü. 
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IETER IXI. 
: From the Rev. C. Wyv1LL to th: Hon. 
8 „„ N | 


BuxTox-H ALL, April 29th, 1801. 


LY 


Dear Sir, ; 
= 1 FIND myself frequently obliged to shew 

I our correspondence, with the exception 
of a few letters, to those who co-operate 
with us in Lorkshire. On this account I 
have felt it necessary to make some correc- 
tions in my letter to yqu, of March the 30th, 
which is not only chumsily written, but in- 
accurately with respect to what had then 
lately passed. I think it right to mention 
this circumstance, as the only instance of 
alteration in any of my letters; but the cor- 
rections alluded to, are too unimportant, to 
require me to trouble you with a copy of the 
corrected letter. You are the last man to 
whose penetration I would willingly expose 
an inaccurate letter; but when this has been 
done, though inadvertence, or whatever else 
might occasion it, you are the last also, from 
whose candour and good- nature I should 
fear any severity of censure. 

The delay recommended to our western 
friends, and mentioned in the letter of March 
zoth, was very cheerfully complied with. 
Tou would of course suppose it, and | 
thought it needless to write merely to com- 
municate that intelligence. 


My 
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My principal object at present is, to in- 


form you, that I have lately heard from the 


worthy Major Cartwright, that immense 


multitudes are preparing to petition.” Four 
months ago, when there was a prospect of 
obtaining county meetings for. that purpose, 
requested Major Cartwright to use his in- 
fluence with the societies in the great towns, 
to prevent their coming forward then, and 
induce them to wait for the counties. And 
at his suggestion, a delay was yielded at that 
time. But he bodies alluded to, finding the 
counties have deferred their measure, will 


wait no longer. I have in vain requested 


Major Cartwright to interfere again ; and I 


now understand from him, . that they will 


soon petition, unless prevented by some act 
of power. I am extremely sorry that our 
delay.in Yorkshire has produced this conse- 
quence, which will undoubtedly increase the 
difficulties attending our pacific plan to secure 


a well regulated liberty, on the principles of 


the constitution. | | ; 

I have also received from Major Cartwright, 
a printed letter addressed to myself, written 
on the principles he has long avowed, to re- 
commend the formation of a new society for 
parliamentary reform. As it will not be 
published, I hope he may be induced to take 
less extensive ground; and with that view, 
I shall write to him soon. Tou probably 
may have seen a copy of the letter in ques - 
tion, as I know he sent several copies to the 
Duke of Bedford. If Mr. Cartwright would 
adopt the principle of property, e 
989 | 7 ' WI 


„ 
with liberty, as you have done, his projected 
association might be of great use in London. 
But we are not yet ready for such a measure 
in the country. 8 | 
I am,. with the greatest regard, 
Dear Sir, yours ever, 


C. WFVILL. 


re — — 
© LETTER LXIII. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 
| C. J. Fox. | 


Bokrox-HAL, May 27th, 1801. 


= W 


Dear Sir, | | 
Lax week a proof copy of my letter to 
Major Cartwright, was sent -by the 

post to St. Anne's Hill; which ] hope 'you 
have received. The pamphlet is now printed 
off, I believe; and about the end of this 
week, the copies intended for distribution in 
and near London, will be sent to Mr. De- 
brett; from whom you will probably receive 
half-a-dozen very soon after that; which 1 
* you to accept. The rest of the copies, 
amounting, with those to be sent to London, 
to 500, will be distributed in Yorkshire. I 
have ordered a second edition a little en- 
larged, to be got ready for sale; which sale, 
however, will not take place, unless you ap- 
prove the making of this amicable discussion 


more generally known to the public. In that 


Case, 


9 
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ease, I hope, the most cautious booksellers 
will make no difficulty to engage as publish- 
ers. I thought the piece so clearly legal, 
that I did not trouble Mr. Erskine for his 
opinion upon it; as J certainly should, had 
seen any reason to doubt. 8 

I am extremely glad that your last s | 
in parliament has been published; nearly, I 
imagine, as you delivered it. I find it high- 
ly approved by our friends, and wish very 
much it could be circulated every where. 

I am, dear Sir, with great regard, 

M.ost truly yours, 
. WYVILL. 


LETTER LXIV. 
From the Hon. C. J. Fox to the Rev. 
gs C. WrviLL. 


Dear Sir, 


OWE you many apologies for not having 

[ sooner thanked you for your obliging 
letter, and its inclosure, in which the way 
you speak of me is so peculiarly. kind and 
flattering. I approve entirely the whole of 
the letter, but 1 doubt first its effect with 
Major Cartwright, and secondly, whether 
any good is to be done, even upon the sup- 
position, that he and others like him, should 
become more reasonable. The deadness with 
which the last violent measures have been +4 
2 &2 ceived, 


(ney). 


ceived, may I know be accounted for, on 
principles of terror, in some degree; but] 
| aw afraid the indifference of the majority of 
| the public (if not worse than indifference) 
| to the liberty we used to prize and extol, is 
* greater than almost any one could believe or 
even imagine. However it is not the less 
meritorious in you, to watch such opportu- 
nities as may offer. I am told there was a 
very animated and well sustained debate in 
the House of Lords yesterday, on one of the 
violent bills (I do not know which) in which 
Lord Thurlow distinguished himself. Whether 
or not this may, in some degree, call the at- 
tension of the public I know not, but I am 
the very reverse of sanguine.,_ 


I am, with great regard, 
/ h Dear Sir, yours ever, 


{0 * C. J. FOX. 
ö ST. AxxR's HILL, Thursday. 8 | 


Hh, Hd ; 2 © _A__ — — — = 


P. S.—The taking advantage of the vanity 
of Sir Charles Grey, in persuading him to 
accept of a peerage, which, in the common 
course of things, may soon take his son from 
the House of Commons, appears to me to be 
a most severe blow against what little remains 
of credit, or popular spirit in that assembly. 
Grey kimself is, as may be supposed, much 


vexcd. & 
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" LETTER LXV. - 

From the Rev. C. WrviiL to the Hon. 

A 

Buxron-Hart, June 24th. 1801. 

Dear Sir, | 

READILY conj | the cause of your 
Silence. I knew how much you despond- 
ed before; and I saw you had greater reason 


for it than ever, because the infatuation of 
the public seems more confirmed. In these 


circumstances, while secession becomes you 


and your parliamentary friends, private men 
are called upon for ter exertions, and 
each of them may well apply to himself that 
line of Virgil: Zu, ne cede malis, sed con- 
tra audentior ito. | 
From the letter to Major Cartwright, I 
own I expected no great effect to be pro- 


duced either on him, or on the societies with 
influence. I have not 


whom he 
yet heard from the worthy Major; nor do I 
know that my answer has reached him. Tt 
were too much to expect either him or them 
to be converts to more temperate opinions, 
but we shall have gained somewhat to the 
public cause, if they are disposed by what 


has been suggested, to judge more favourably 
of you, and your moderate principles of re- 


form, than they did before. But what I 
chiefly had in view, in this little piece, was 
| a to 


| 
| 
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to satisfy the well-meaning part of the land- 


ed interest, who are prevented from Joining 


the friends of liberty by their fears of a for- 
cible revolution, and the wish imputed to us 
so falsely, to subyert our limited monarchy, 
and introduce a republican government. And 
in this respect, from what I hear, I am in- 
clined to hope it will have as much success 
as could be supposed, from so slight a per- 
formance, merely, because it meets the ge- 
neral wish, by the constitutional and pacific 
sentiments which it announces. But even 
if this circumstance might tempt me to pub- 
lish this pamphlet in the usual way, I could 
not do it: at least Debrett seems to decline 
it. And friends in Yorkshire, whom I high- 
15 respect, have also advised me to forbear, 
for reasons, of which I own I do not feel 
the force; though I have promised for the 
present, to comply with their advice. A 
second edition however has. been struck off, 
for a more extended private circulation; and 
the opportunity has been taken to enlarge it 
a little, by inserting a passage of a few pages, 
to illustrate what is said of universal suff. 
rage being inapplicable to the present state 
of manners and property in this country. 
Some of my friends here thought the expla- 
nation wanted, to prevent any sinister con- 

struction by our adversaries, and though the 
insertion could not easily be made without 
injuring the piece as a composition, I thought 


it infinitely more material to guard against 


any misconstruction which might injure the 
. Fommon cause. . | 
| I Will 
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I will only add that your complete appro- 
bation of _ __ is to me, in 
every View and public, the greatest 
rratification I could receive, With sincerest 

good wishes, and the highest regard, 

| I am, dear Sir, | 
Yours ever, 8 


C. WTVI 


From the Rev. C. WrviILL to the Hon. 
. 


Bun rox-Harx, Jan, 14th, 1802. | 


* 


Dear Sir, 


YESTERDAY r received from a. Hin 
in the North, the pleasing intelligence, 


that Mr. Grey, finding a mild reform would 
not, or, perhaps to speak more properly, 
could not be conceded by the Minister, 
had refused the offer of a high office in ad- 
ministration; and broken off the treaty for a 
coalition. It is impossible he could act more 
usefully for his country, more honourably 
for himself, or more worthily as your friend. 
Doubtless, you as the person principally con- 
cerned, would be the first whom he would 


inform of this honourable conduct; and I 


hasten to congratulate you upon it; and to 
express my earnest wish and hope, that it 
will be steadily 3 in; and 3 


| C348" ;}--; 
by every other friend of yours, and of re- 
form, except the one who has already re- 
ceded. With every good wish to you, 
I remain, dear Sir, 
Most truly and faithfully yours, 
C. WYVILL. 
ſ 


— 


LETTER LXVII. 


i ] | , 
From the. Hen. C. J. Fox to the Rev; 
C. WrvIIL. 


Dear Sir, 


I DID not till yesterday receive yours of 
the 14th. With respect to what you have 
heard, it is true that Mr. Grey, at the request 
of persons for whom he has the greatest de- 
ference, had some conversation with a mem- 
ber of the present administration; but to say 
the treaty was broken off, is not so correct a 
description ot the transaction, as to say that 
what passed in that conversation did not af- 
ford any ground for any treaty or negociation 
whatever, | 
It would on many accounts be improper ¶ be 
to enter into particulars, any further than to n 
express my perfect confidence that Grey | 0: 
never will nor ever can, either upon the sub- 
ject of reform, or any other, act otherwise I cor 
than is consistent with his own honour and II ;, 
the good of the country. 1 iy 
| [ 
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It is said the present ministry promise 

very fairly upon many points; but I am 

not much inclined to give them credit... 

I am very truly, dear Sir, yours ever, 
| C. J. FOX.“ 


Sr. Anve's Hnr. 
4 Wednesday, Jan. 20th, 1802. 


LETTER LXVIII. 


From the Rev. C. WrvILI to the Hon. 
C. J. Fox. 


a . BuzxTown-HaLr, Jan. 24th, 1802. 
Dear Sir, e 
I AM much obliged by ypur letter of the 
20th of January; and it gives. me the 
of greatest satisfaction to find that Mr. Grey's 
ve conduct, in the late conference between him 
st and one of the ministers, is approved by you. 
e- Though what passed on the occasion alluded 
m- to, has not been correctly understood by me, 
ay and remains to be explained by Mr. Grey, at 
ta a proper time, to his friends, my reliance is 
nat complete, that all will then be found to have 
af- been right. And I shall certainly take every 
on opportunity to express my trust and confi- 
* The note annexed to the first letter of this series was written 
before the 21st of December 1805 ; and it was then true, that 
the editor had received no letter from Mr. Fox of a date subse- 
On the 21x of December 1805, his correepondenco with Mr. 
Fox has been renewed; but it relates to bussiness too recent for 
publication now. At a convenient time, however, this recent 
e eee 
aon, January 2006,“ 1806. 8 ; 
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-without a revolution. And it 
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dence, in the persevering zeal and honour of 


Mr. Grey.* 
ls am, dear Sir, with the greatest truth, 
Tuoours ever, 
C. WYYILL. 


LY 


LETTER EXIX. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Hon. 
| C. J. Fox. 


3 May 1404, 1803 

Dear Sir, | 

1 BEG you will accept my thanks for the 
obliging present of your speech, on the 


— 5 dhe late Duke of Bedford. | 
have read it with great pleasure, and with 


perfect approbation. The death of such 


man, at such a time as this, was truly a mis- 


fortune to the public. It has evidently less- 
.. ened the probability, which was not great 


before, that national liberty _— restored 


deprived 
us not only of his great influence in favour of 


liberty, but of the benefits too which the 


They who look to Mr. Fox as the editor does, with gratitude 
for his past exertions in defence of our national rights, and with 


a t hope, that his future opp will tre bo their e 


curity, will took with similar ſeelings e is SE in the 
House of Gommens, and will join the or willingh yin * 
the powerful abilities, the 3 of character, 
the patriotic > tin 3 

communit 
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community would have reaped in other re- 
spects, from the virtues of a man so power- 
ful and so benevolent. He seems indeed to 
have attained a very high degree of excel- 
lence. His conduct, in the closing scene of 
his life, as a” have —— it, struck me 

icularly. Nothing could be greater than 
he of fortitude, and Fas — for 
his friends, during those trying moments ; 
it has seldom been equalled. His kind re- 
membrance of you, and the proper manner 
in which he expressed his high respect, as 
well as his friendship, 4 to report, 
gave me the sincerest satisfaction. 


1 éwill only add my fervent wish, that 
another life, still more valuable than his, 


may be preserved to the public, that the na- 


tion, recovering from the panic into which 


it has been thrown, and resuming its wont 
ed energy and love of rational liberty, may 


enable you to give the constitution that sub- 


stantial repair, of which it so evidently stands 
in need. 
I am} dear Sir, with high regard, 
Tours ever, | 
| C. WYVILL. 
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e 
Ii the aft Seien of Parlianien i . . 
en and in leſs diſtreſſing cireumſtances it 
would have been amuſing to obſerve the ea- 
gerneſs of the Miniſters! Partiaans, in their 
attempts to blaſt the characters of their Se- 
veded Opponents. They neither felt, the 
dignity of their conduct, nor comprehended 
its utility. Wich ſtrange inconſiſteace they. 
lamented the retirement of Senators, whoſe 
_ *evunſels they conſtantly. rejected j and cen- 
ſured them for violence of conduct, be- 
cauſe they ceaſed to diſpute, Where they had 
found it impoſſible to perſuade. Their pe: 
tulence e eee * 
 Aſcagius in the Chace: (266) 1 1 
©Optetbaicem doſconders Mops ds: Wo 


_ With his boaſtful preſumption” they wiſhed 

95 4 renew the Combat of Parliamentary De- 

. bate, and challenged to perſonal conflict thoſe 
25 2 Chieftains, whoſe ſaperiority of prow- 
1 BFF 3 
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This idle petulance, and theſe ill-founded 
cavils may be ſafely conſigned, with a ſmile 
of contempt, to their merited oblivion, 
But graver objections have been urged by 
more plauſible advocates of the Miniſter, and 
haſtily adopted on inſufficient grounds, as we 
conceive, by men adverſe to his meaſures, and 
anxious for the preſervation of popular rights. 
In their eſtimation, Seceſſion is always a,dere- 
liction of Public Duty; it is alike inconſiſtent 
with the principles of the Conſtitution, and 
injurious to the. welfare of the Community. 
Our readers probably will not deem it unſea- 
ſonable for a*ſhort time to fix their attention 
on each of theſe topics: and we apprehend. it 
will be neither very difficult, nor wholly uſe- 
leſs to ſhow the futility of theſe cenſures; and 
to prove Seceſſion from Parliament, at pre- 

ſent, to be juſtifiable, and even meritorious. 
But here it ſhall. be readily admitted, that, 
in ordinary caſes, attendance is the indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of Men who have been called, by 
popular Election, or the appointment of the 
Crown, to a feat in Parliament. By autho- 
rity derived from the Conſtitution, the Mem- 
bers have been placed in a ſtation of great im- 
portance to the Public; and the rule of virtue 
binds them with a comprehenſive generality, 
not to abandon their, poſt. But upon exami- 
nation, this, as almoſt every other rule of mo- 
rality, will be found to admit ſome reaſonable 

exceptions. Certain it is, at leaſt, that the 
Law of Parliament attempts not to enforce 
perpetual attendance. The Members, when 
duly ſummoned, are bound to obey the = 
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of their Speaker; and they are bound by the 
orders of their reſpective Houſes to nothing 
more. Every Member is free either to at- 
tend or to be abſent, as his diſeretion directs 
him, except in this ſingle caſe, t hat there is 


a Call of the Houſe. And hitherto the exer- 


ciſe of this diſcretionary power has been at- 
tended with no viſible detriment to the Com- 
munity. It is hardly poſſible that it ever 
ſhould. In the Houſe in which alone that power 
is likely to be exerted with efficacy, the con- 
troul of the Conſtituent Body is ſufficient to 
prevent any material abuſe. But the poſſible 
good effects of that diſcretionary power are 
obvious, and of the utmoſt importance Our 
Conſtitution is a complicated machine, by 
which the end propoſed can only be obtained, 
when the juſt balance is preſerved in the ſcale 
of Legiſlative Authority. But when this ſy{- 
tem of powers and weights, mutually com- 
bined and mutually oppoſed to each other, 
happens to be deranged, the means to rectify 
the machine, .and reſtore the proper move- 
ment of its diſordered parts, have not been 
unprovided. When dangerous diſputes have 
ariſen between the Executive Power and the 
Parliament, the Feople are the Umpire to whole 
judgment alone they can be referred, and by _ 


whoſe deciſion they can be happily adjuſted. . | 


On ſuch emergencies, the Crown may diſſolve 
the Parliament, in order that the ſenſe of the 
People upon the diſputed points may be au- 
thentically declared by a new choice of Re- 
preſentatives. This has been often done; 
and it is fit that this Right of Appeal againſt 
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| the majority of Parliament ſhould be pofit A 4 
by the Crown. In this manner the milchicts 
of Legiſlative Diſcord may be prevented with 


eaſe; the pins and bolts which diſturbed the 


motion of the political machine may be qui- 


etly removed, and the neceſſary harmony and 


co-operation of its various parts may be ſafely 


| reſtored. But the Liberty and Happineſs of 
the Community may be endangered or de- 


ſtroyed by majorities in Parliament corruptly 
leagued with the Crown, as without this 
power of Appeal they would have been by 


majorities factiouſly combined againſt it. In 


tact, the evils which might reſult from the 
corrupt league alluded to, are more to be 
dreaded than the miſchiefs which a factious 
Oppoſition could produce. They are evils 
far worſe, and far likelier to happen in any 
ſtate of the Conſtitution. Were the Repre- 
ſentation of the People, duly regulated, and 
the duration of Parliaments ſhortened to their 
ancient period of a year, a factious Oppoſi- 
tion, thwarting at once the will of the Crown 


and the wiſh of the People, would be almoſt 


an unheard-of prodigy, At the ſtated period, 
the Parliament in which ſuch a Faction ſhould 
ſtart up, would be terminated, and with it 
would be cloſed the exiſtence of ſo ſtrange a 


_ Phenomenon. I he confuſion would be ſhort, 


the difficulty would be ſoon got over, and 


National Happineſs would be reſtored by a 
new Parliament. In the caſe ſuppoſed, how- 


ever, it would be wiſe to continue the Royal 
Appeal, as a Preventive of theſe poſlible evils. 
But then it would be till more neceſſary that 

the 
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the more fatal evils of the league alluded to, 
ſhould be guarded againſt, by allowing the 


Minority their Power of Appeal by Sece/ion. 


For even in the moſt improved ſtate of the 
Conſtitution, it would be impoſſible wholly 
and at all times to exclude Corruption and 
honeſt Infatuation. Circumſtances are con- 
ceivable, in which Parliament might prove 
unfaithful to its truſt; and a majority of its 
Members, panic ſtruck by popular turbulence, 
or baſely ſold to the Miniſter, might be will- 
ing to ſurrender every valuable Right of the 
Nation. In ſuch a conjuncture, it is evident, 
that Public Ruin would be almoſt unavoidable, 
No factious majority oppoſed to the Crown, 
could reduce the Country to fo perilous a 
ſtate. It was foreſeen by the ſagacious Cecil, 
that England might again be placed in this 


ſituation of extreme danger, as it had been 


once before, in the ſtormy reign of Henry 
the Eighth. Hence the ſolicitude of that 
honeſt Stateſman, to warn his Countrymen, 
 * That they could only be rained by their Parlia- 
ment.” Henry was ſtern and reſolute: En- 
riched by the ſpoils of the Church, and armed 
by his new Penal Statutes, with a formidable 
power, he finally obtained a more abſolute 
command than any of our Monarchs. After 


many baſe compliances, his Parliament gave 


to the Royal Proclamations the force of Law. 
This ſingle vote inveſted that bloody and ca- 


Fricious Tyrant with the unbounded power 


of Deſpotiſm. In a ſubſequent reign, indeed, 
this Law was repealed; if ſo, this Statute 
muſt be termed, and not rather deemed, an 


A 4 _ unauthorized - 
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unauthorized Act of Treachery, and a Nul- 
lity deſſitute of legal authority. By this re- 
peal, however, the greateſt. political evil was 
for that time happily excluded. But Trea- 
chery which was committed then, may be 
again committed. We have ceaſed indeed 
to be alarmed by Prerogative. But if the 
means of Undue Influence are now ivareaſed, 
if the manners of the Public are more luxu- 
rious and enervate, and its character feebler 


. and proner to corruption in this reign than 


they were in the rude and ſimple age of 
Henry the Eighth, we have but to conclude, 
that a breach of Truſt, as fatal as that, is now 
as likely to be committed ; that Venality may 
ſell, or infatuation yield, what fear then ſur- 


rendered; and the loſs never may be repaired 


by the ſubſequent remorſe or reſipiſcence of 
Parliament. And we ſhall be {till more pow- 
erfully compelled to adopt this concluſion, if 
we accord with thoſe who have long con- 


tended, that the Repreſentation of the People 
is in a ſtate ſo depraved, that without a Ra- 


dical Reform in this reſpe& neither the Li- 
berties of the People can be fate, nor the per- 
man« nce of a vir tuous Adminiſtration cau be 


4lecured. 


In any ſtate of the Conſtitution, therefore, 
whether. pure or depraved, Seceſſion muſt be 
allowable, Ir is the appeal of a Minority iu 
Parliament, againit the obſtinacy, the infatu- 
ation. or the treachery of a Majority. And 


in this caſe, as in that of the Royal Appeal 


by D folution, the People are the Umpure to 
whom the Appeal is made, It is a mealure 
| | | conſonant 
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conſonant with the principles of the Conſti- 
tution; and it may be abſolutely neceſſary, as 
the only poſſible preventive of Ruin. 

But that the exerciſe of this diſcretionary 
power of Seceſſion may be juſtifiable, there 
muſt be an emergency of great Public Dan- 
ger; there muſt be a moral certainty, from 
the continued obſtinacy of Parliament in ad- 
hering to meaſures of a pernicious tendency, 
that farther Debate will be altogether uſeleſs; 
that a vimely change of coanſels is not to be 
hoped from the unaſſiſted wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment; and conſequently, that National Deli- 
verance can only be effected by a juſt and con- 
ſtitutional interference of the People. Under 
thele circumſtances there is an actual neceſ- 
ſity for their interpoſition; which will, and 
which alone can juſtity an Appeal to the People 
by Seceſſion. When the neceſſary means of 
ſafety have not been ſpontaneouſly, and in 
time applied by Parliament, what the reaſon 
and eloquence. of the minority have in vain 
recommended, may be obtained by the deciſive 
authority of the Public Opinion. On a timely 
declaration of that opinion may hang the laft 
hope of ſalvation; and Seceſſion, with a view 


to procure it, may thus become a neceſſary 
Act of Duty. f Fj : bd 
It is true, that the truſt and confidence of 
the Nation have uſually been repoſed in Par- 
liament ; and it is moſt deſirable that this Af, 
ſembly ſhould always delerve that confidence 
and truſt, Parliament is, or it ought to be, 
the bulwark of our ſafety : it is the citadel of 


the Conſtitution, erected by common conſent 
| | RES, for 
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for the defence of our Rights, againſt the at- 
tacks of foreign or internal Foes. They who 
are placed in that fortreſs, have, indeed, a ſa- 
cred truſt committed to their charge; it be- 
hoves them faithfully to fulfil ir, and to main- 
tain their poſt to the laſt extremity. But 
ſhould a majority of the garriſon prove groſsly 
negligent and falſe to their truſt; ſhould ir ap- 
pear that cowardice or corruption had fright- 
ened or ſeduced them from their duty, and 
they had even formed a reſolution to betray 
the citadel to the enemy, what would remain 
to be done by the few brave Men who con- 
tinued true to their truſt, and to the intereſt 
of the Community? What, but to retreat from 
that poſt where their attendance was uſeleſs, 
where it would even tend to lull thoſe whoſe 
Soldiers they were, into a pernicious ſecurity ; 
and warning their Fellow-Citizens, in all haſte, 
to line the remaining works of the Conſtitu- 
tion, to aſſiſt them in their juſt attempt to 
reſcue their fortreſs out of the hands of a 
treacherous garriſon. 'The Rules of the Con- 
flitution, and the Laws of Military Diſcipline - 
would alike acquit the Senators and the War- 
riors, who Thould leave their poſt to fave their 
Country. It would be a meritorious retreat 
from an untenable poſition, to the ſtation ia 
which they ſtill might hope to make a glo- 
rious and ſucceſsſul defence. 
It ſeems clear, therefore, that in ſuch ex- 
tracrdinary caſes, the Seceſſion of Members 
from Parliament is perfectly defenſible on tbe 
principles of the Conſtitution. It is their laſt 
regular Appeal to the Nation, againſt the ob- 
ſtinate 
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ſtinate ſolly and raſhnefs}. or the infidelity of 
the major part of their Truſtees. And if the 
impending danger were evident to the Pub- 
lic; if the neceſlity for a retreat were clear 
and urgent, undoubtedly the Seceding Mem- 
bers would be received with open arms by 
their Fellow- Citizens. 

- Such, in all probability, would be their im- 
mediate reception. But if the reverſe ſhould 
happen,—if their motives ſhould be miſunder- 
ſtood, and, for a time, unpopularity ſnould load 
their miſtaken characters, it is not poſſible in 
the caſe ſuppoſed that the deluſion could con- 
tinue. Afſuredly Juſtice would at laſt be done 
by their Country, and the band of faithful 
Patriots would not deſpair of the Common- 
wealth. They would conſider, that their Se- 
ceſſion had become neceſſary at a time pecu- 
liarly favourable, perhaps, to the arts of Mi- 
niſterial deception. The Nation might be en- 
gaged in a War with a formidable adverſary; 
and the prejudices of ancient rivalry, mixed 
with terror and diſguſt at the dreadful exceſſes 
of a Revolution, might have been ſkilfully 
wrought up to a pitch of furious animoſity, 
Though the ſpirit of Loyalty in the great 
Body of the People had never been higher, or 
more -unqueſtionable, yet the ſeditious ten- 
dency of ſome malignant publications, the in- 
diſcretion of ſome obſcure Societies, and the 
violence of ſome Popular Meetings, might 
have been magnified, with too fatal ſucceſs, to 
inſpire a general panic, By ſuch arts, the Na- 
tion might have been deluded into a tranſient 
dereliction of the principles of Liberty, and 
| | 3 "mop 
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for a time might ſeem almoſt willing to pre- 
ſerye their Property and the Peace of the 
Country from the imagined plunder and com- 
motion, by the ſacrifice of All that Engliſhmen + 
have been wont moſt to prize, the dignity of 
their Independence, and the fearleſs ſecurity 
of their Freedom. But the Patriot Stateſ- 
men, though not purſued in their retreat by 
the genera] acclamation of their Country- 
men, would be ſupported by the applauſe of 
the wiſe and good, and the concurring zeal of 
every conſiſtent Friend of Freedom, Paſt ex- 
perience would affure them, that the accumu- 
lating burthens of War, and the near approach 
of a Military Deſpotiſm, would at length diſ- 
ſolve theſe deluſions, like miſts before the eyes 
of the multitude, and bring them back from 
infatuation and political ſtupefaction to com- 
mon ſenſe and their original feelings; that the 
gulph into which they were juſt ready to be 
precipitated, would be diſcerned before it was 
too late; that the RUIN, which, at a diſtance, 
had been in vain pointed out to them, on their 
near approach to it would be ſeen impending 
over their heads, and threatening inſtantly to 
overwhelm them. Undoubtedly, when that 
moment has arrived, the Nation will ſtart 
back with horror equal to its aſtoniſhment ; 
and the Patriots, whoſe warning voice had 
long been dilregarded, will ultimately be 
hailed with a rapture of gratitude, as the 
DELIVERERS of their COUNTRY. 
Buch will be the remote, or more imme- 
diate approbation, which will aſſuredly attend 
the meaſure of Seceſſion, on any W 
. 0 
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of gret and urgent neceſſity. And if it be 
cerrain, when thus: circumſtanced, finally to 
receive the applauſe and ſupport of the Na» 
tion, it is a matter comparatively unimportant 
to inquire whether the conduct of the Seceded 
Members has met the approbation of their 
reſpective Conſtituents.” It is probable, that 
their applauding voice would anticipate or 
confirm that of the Public. But, if from ſome + 
ſtrange miſconception, or ſome peculiar igno-- 
bility of mind, the Conſtituents of any one of 
theſe generous Members could diſapprove 
and cenſure his Appeal againſt a corrupt and 
over-bearing majority, doubtleſs, when this 
diſcordance of ſentiment appeared; he would 
reſign his truſt. Having thus given them the 
opportunity of a more congenial choice, he 
would have fulfilled, in every point, the ardu- 
ous duty of a Repreſentative. His Conſtitu- 
ents might deſert and reject, but they could 
not diſhonour him. Under their injuſtice he 
might well conſole himſelf with the conſcious 
ſatisfaction of Virtue, and the general grati- 
tude of his Countrymen : and at the cl oſe of 
his Parliamentary Life, adopting: the words 
faintly uttered by the virtuous Savile at the 
point of death, he might juſtly exclaim, « 7 
have finiſhed, and I have finiſhed well.” 

It may, we truſt, be. now aſſumed without 
preſumption, that caſes of neceſſity may poſ- 
ſibly exiſt, in which Seceſſion would be juſtifia- 
ble, and even highly meritorious. But little will 
have been done for the exculpation of our Re- 
tired Stateſmen, by proying the truth of this 
general propoſition, unleſs it be alſo ſhown, 

from 
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from the particular circumſtances. which 
they ſtood when their Seceſſion took effect, 
| that their ſpecific caſe is a caſe of neceſſi v. 
| On the principles of the Conſtitution, aud oy 
the practice which has been allowed under it, 
they bad a diſcretionary power to Secede. 
This, we conceive, will not be denied: v hether 
that, diſcretion has been wiſely, exerciled, is 
the more thorny queſtion which remains for | 
our conſideration. 
But here an ermined Sophiſter, viewing us 
F with eye sſkance, and a frowning bre ow, 
"ſeems to interrupt us. What indecency, he 
cries, to compare, though by the moſt diſtant 
alluſion, the beſt of Princes and of Huſbands, 
to the Tyrant Henry, the murderer of his 
wives! What injuſtice to argue from ons ſo- 
litary fact in the reign of that Monarch, un- 
der whom the Parliament was over- awed by 
Prerogative, and the People were uniuſtructed, 
poor, and miſerable, to augbt which can de 
| expected i in theſe times, in which the Parlia- 
ment is free and independent, and the People 
are enlightened, rich, and happy! Let Seceſ- 
ſion, in ſome imaginary caſe, be allowed to be 
innocent; but let ſpeculators beware how 
they apply this doctrine to the preſent ſtate 
of the Country: Let them reſpect the ſtricter 
regulations by which our Penal Statutes. have 
been fortified; and learn to curb the impe- 
tuoſity of an untamed imagination, or check 
the indiſcretion of political zeal. 
Ir is not our intention to incur the blame of 
contemning the laws of our Country. It is 


not our with either to flatter or defame _ 
- mil 
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mild Prince up-n the Throne. We traſt that 
- we honour him as we ought 3 nor more, nor 
leſs than duty requires. If the example of 
private virtue in the Sovereign were alone ſuf- 
ficient to ſecure to a great Nation the poſſeſ- 
ſion of thoſe Rights on which its ſafety and 
happineſs depend, we add, with pleaſure, that 
Britain ought now to be contented. To the 
Conſtitution, on its genuine principles, we 
are faithfully attached; and it is our ſincere © 
prayer to Providence that, on thoſe principles, 
the Britiſh Empire may ever be governed by 
the Family on the Throne, Were the new 
Penal Statutes, with their improvements, co- 
pied from the Code of Scotland, more ſevere 
and captious than they are, though we could 
not revere, we would obey them; and, by 
confining ourſelves within the narrower limits 
then preſcribed, endeavour to ſhun the traps 
of Informers, and the ſnares of legal Chicaners. 
We would willingly walk round our native 
fields in ſafety, and do our duty to the Public 
in theſe perilous times, without expoſing our- 
| ſelves to unneceſſary ſufferings, the victims of 
a raſh and enthuſiaſtic zeal. The public good 
which it is poſſible for private men to do, may 
thus, and thus only be effected; whether their 
efforts tend to check the headlong career of 
Miniſters, or to arouze the People from their 
abject ſtupefaction to a juſt and rational con- 
cern for their endangered Freedom. But 


when a Military Deſpotiſm threatens the Na- 


tion with an utter extinction of its Rights, 
caution muſt not degenerate into timidity, 
nor moderation cool to apathy and torpid 

Ex maction. 
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inaction. The hand which trembles as it 
writes, will never uphold the ſinking Liberties 
of the Nation. We mean not to excite hatred 
or contempt either of our aged Monarch, or 
of the Conſtitution, impaired as it is by time, 
and verging to decay. If fuch a Monſter a 
Jefferies now ſat uport the. Bench, even his 
cruel acuteneſs would not diſmay us, while 
Tories remained the Protectors of Innpeencs. 
Relying: on their impartiality,” we proceed 
with the firmneſs of conſcidus i integrity to the 
more invidious part of our taſk, viz. to con- 
ſider, whether exiſting eireumſtandes actually 
form a caſe of neceſſity in which: it has been 
proved 1 80 Seceſſion Wen u is Juſ- 
tifiable. „n ©1917963 has 
At a Public Meetibg = a prese Cannes 
Patriot Member * Was embarraſſed by a que 
ſtion of ſtmilar difficulty, but not theniof — ä 
danger. One of his Conſtituents blunt ly aſſted 
him, whether Parliament was not corrupted 
by the Miniſter. The cantious, but honeſt 
reply of the Repreſentative was worthy of 
his character. If Weſtmintter- Hall proof 
of Parliamentary corruption be wanted, iris 
not to be had; but no one but à mere Patſon 
Adams doubts the fact. The opinion thus 
intimated was confirmed, in a ſhort time, by 
the vote ot Parliameiit itſeif, that the i iiflu- 
ence of the Crown had/increaſed, and ought 
to be diminiſhed. It the incomparable Patriot 
alluded to were now living; and the queſtion 
were repeated to him, could he give a diffe- 
rent e ant ny not decide! this ver 
ou gos te baut don 4 


20 Sir al Savile, in the year 1779. 
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It is true, that a partial reduction of the in- 
fluence then complained of, was eſſected by 
a ſucceeding Adminiſtration; and though the 
trunk was left untouched, a few of the 
ſmaller branches were lopt from the tree of 
Corruption. But has not the tree recovered 
its loſſes? Has not its trunk ſwollen to a {till 
more gigantic ſize? Has not a new growth 
of branches ſhot: forth. and ſpread their bane- 
ful ſhade farther than ever? "Theſe are que- 
ſtions which may be aſked, and we anſwer 
them in the manner of our honoured Patriot, 
Who can doubt it? Should the Queriſt, drop- 
ping his figurative language, preſs the in- 
quiry in plainer terms, whether the means 
of Political Corruption have not been im- 
menſely augmented under'the preſent Admi- 
niſtration? Whether they have not been em- 
ployed more extenſively, and with a more 
dangerous and debaſing effect, during the pe- 
riod. of the preſent War, than they were in 
the courſe of our Civil War with America? 
We would bid the Qyeriſt go to the Miniſter, 
and aſk him: ler Mr. Pitt deny the fact, or 

defend it, if he can, ARC 
Shall we be charged with a diſpoſition to ex- 
aggerate? Will it be objected, that from the 
acknowledgment of American Independence 
the ſyſtem of influence received a material 
curtailment ? Let it be obſerved, in reply, that 
the influence derived from our American Co- 
lonies was loſt when Congreſs, outraged by 
the baughty refuſal of Parliament to liſten to 
their petition, reſolyed to revolt, After that 
honeſt declaration by Parliament, and ſubſe- 
9 5N quently 
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quently to'the peace with America, our int! 
creaſed eſtabliſhments at Home, in Canada, 
Nova Scotia, &c. and above all, the com- 
mand of the Faſt Indian patronage, acquired 
by the prefent Miniſter, have compenſated for 
petty reforms, and added to the fund of in- 
fluence an almoſt incalculable ſurplus. © - 

But the Miniſter ſhall not be loaded by us 
with the imputation of guilt not his 'own. 
The fund of Corruption has not been enlarged 
to its prefent enormous ſize by craft and con- 
trivance in this reign only. It is the reſult of 
time and accident, combined with Miniſterial 
fraud, and that paſſion for power which is the 
inſtinctive propenſity of every Government. 
'Fhrough a long ſeries of years, there has been 
 aconcurrence of many official men in meaſures 
rending to produce this effect; and the ulti- 
mate conſequence of theſe meaſures, ſome- 
times forced upon Miniſters by the folly of the 
Nation, ſometimes adopted by them as the mere 
expedients of the moment, has often been 
neither foreſeen nor intended. For more than 
a century this Country has been engaged with 
zeal in the purſuit of power, by the acquiſition 
of territory and commercial ſuperiority. For 
this purpoſe, ſettlements haye been eſtabliſhed, 
or acquired by conqueſt, in every quarter of 
the globe: ſome of them military poſts for our 
army; ſome of them convenient ſtations for 
our fleets; the reſt Plantations in Iſlands, rich 
in the various productions moſt faleable in tile 
markets of Europe; or Continental Colonies, 
by our foſtering care, gradually reared up to 
PRIDE Provinces; while the mercantile Di- 
rectors 
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rectors of a few factories on the coaſt of India, 
by a ſudden Revolution, have been transformed; 
into the Sultans of extenſive Kingdoms, ſub- 
ordinate only to the Monarch of Britain. 
Hence the wars with which we have been ſo 
frequently harraſſed, with ſhort intermiſſions 
of peace! Hence the mighty growth of our 
army, our navy, and our multitudinous eſta- 
bliſhments at home, and in our provinces! 
abroad ! Hence the enormous and ſtill increaſ- 
ing burthen of our taxes, and the overwbelm- 
ing. accumulation of the patronage of the 
Crown! Nazzled by the ſplendour of our naval 
exploits, flattered by conqueſt and political ag- 
grandizement, the Nation never ſeemed to re- 
flect, that too much proſperity might be our 
ruin; that the ſucceſsful purſuit of this ſyſtem 
of conqueſt might finally overturn we balance. 
of the Conſtitution,  ' + 
It is the acknowledged office of Parliament to 
controul the Executive Government, and in dif- 
ferent ages it has performed that duty with va- 
ried ſucceſs, In the earlieſt period of the Conſti- 
Lution, the Crown poſſeſſing with its legal pow- 
ers an immenſe landed eſtate, was often enabled 
by the weight of its property to aſſume an arbi- 
trary authority, under the pretence of an unde- 
fined Prerogative. Our Repreſentatives were 
then, indeed, well connected with the Body 
of the Nation; Bribery was a practice un- 
known to the Electors; and the corruption of 
Parliament itſelf was unheard-of and unſuſ. 
pected. But over-awed by the Crown and its 
allies, the great Feudal Barons, the Commons 
rw protected the Rights of their Conſtitu- 
| B32 ents. 


1 


hed)” ; 
ents. The balance of the Conſtitution was 
unequally hung, the Crown was too power ful, 
and the Nation was frequently oppreſſed, 

In the middle age of the Conſtitutlon, the 
power which the Crown derived from its vaſt 
— was much diminiſhed; partly by 

ident walte ; partly by donations for the 
8 of obtaining influence and command. 
During that period, the People, by their in- 
duſtry, acquired much of that landed opulence 
- which the Crown had ſquandered, and their 
Repreſentatives, ſtill faithful to their truſt, were 
now betrer able to ſupport the freedom of the 
Community. In the times alluded to, a long 
tyſtematic ſtruggle took place, ſometimes in 
the Senate, fometimes unhappily in the Field, 
with undeciſive ſucceſs. A ſuceeſſion of ve- 
nerable Patriots then aroſe z and from the days 
of Peter Wentworth and Eltiot, of Pym, 
Hampden,Holles, and Selden, to thoſe of Sidney 
and Ruſſel, of Cavendiſh and Somers, their 
object was the ſame, viz. to eſtablif i on ſolid 
foundations t he conſtitutional controul of Par- 
hament, and the EICON of Law by the admi- 
niſtration of a LIMITED KING. 

The laſt, and in ſome reſpects the happieſt 
age of the Conſtitution, commenced at the Re- 
volution, when that glorious object ſeemed to 
be attained, and the balance of the Conſtitution 
to be happily adjuſted. But the price paid for 

the benefits purchaſed by that event was great 
indeed: a long war with France in the reign 
'vf William, another in that of Anne, and, by 
the acceſſion of the Family of Brunſwick, a 
perpetual „ in the aſfairs of the 
Continent, 


- 
— 


( 21) 

Continent, and an augmented riſque of being 
involved in the bloody and expenſive Wars of 
the Continental Powers. At the cloſe of the 
ſecond of theſe Wart, the Nation had acquired 
much foreign territory, and with thoſe 
and ſucceſsful hoſtilities had contracted a a 
ſion for conqueſt, and the unlimited command 
of commercial advantage. From the period 
of the Revolution Wars, we alſo may date 
commencement of the funding ſyſtem, 3 
its concomitant train of evils. For, undoubt- 
edly, from the greater facility of borrowi 
has, in part, ariſen the greater eee 
Wars; and thence have followed an i 
military force by ſea and land, and a con- 
tinual augmentation of debts, taxes, and pa 
tronage of every ſpecies. The conſequences 
of this augmentation were long unheeded, 
and its progres {till gratiſied the vanity, with» 
out alarming the prudence of the Nation. At 
length, in the ſpace of one century, it has 
grown into a ſyſtem of enormous extent, and 
unſpeakable danger. To the wiſeſt Stateſman, 
the pureſt Patriot, and the moſt ſincere Advo- 
cate of our mixed Monarchy iu the laſt gene- 
ration, the growth of undue influence then was 
very alarming, To evince this aſſertion, the 
names of Chatham, Savile, and Blackſtone need 
only to be mentioned. Since their days, the 
danger has ſtill been increaſing, the ſyſtem of 
influence has {till been n itſelf by new 
Wars, and afreſh acquiſition of diſtant terri- 


tory. Each new. conqueſt has of courſe flat» 

tered the Victor Nation with another mapofits 

—_ and an "Wy ann,, . 
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civil officers. But influence derived from the 
gift of offices whence income is obtained, iv 
fimilar, and may become perfectly equivalent 
to the influence which our ancient Monarchs, 
our Edwards," and our Henrys, derived from 
the donation of their lands. 12 

And on a juſt eſtimate, it would probably 
be found even now, that the preſent Monarch 
poſſeſſes. as great and extenſive command, by 
the means of this ſpecies of influence, as the 
proudeſt of his Predeceſſors drew from his im- 
menſe domain. Be this as it may, it is ſurely 
time to conſider how this dangerous and in- 
creaſing power may be ſtopt in its progreſs, 
and reduced within that limit of ſafety which 
it bas ſo far ſurpaſſed. - Among other means 
for effecting this neceſſary purpoſe, Peace is 
at once the moſt deſirable and the moſt effica- 
cious. It is time'to finiſh this calamĩitous War, 
not ſolely for the intereſts of humanity and re- 
ligion, ſo groſsly outraged by the pretence that 
for tlieir defence it was undertaken, but alſo 
for the ſake of our domeſtic happineſs, and 
the ſafety of the Conſtitution, now ſo evi- 
dently endangered by its continuance. The 
War, commenced on theſe hypocritical pre- 
tences, no longer can be denied to be a ftrugple 
for political power, and the farther extenſion 
of our Empire. To men of the plaineſt under. 
ſtanding the oonſequence which may be juſtly 
apprehended is but too manifeſt 3 the balance of 
the Conſtitution may be irrecoverabiy deſtroy d 
F by the ſucceſs of our inconſidefate-and unprin- 
cipled ambition.” Parliament, conſtantly*ex+ 


poſed to mee influence which lay 
: thus 


( 23); 


_ #lius continue to be amaſſed, may ſink, , we 
know not how. ſoon, into a mere office to re- 
giſter the edicts of the Miniſter, and our, Re- 
preſentatives may then be. ſeen crouching at 
the foot of the Thone, and like the Senators 
of Imperial Rome idolizing, in proſtrate ſer- 
vility, THe EMPEROR OF BRITAIN: -. 
The fate of the ambitious Romans ought to 
have been a warning to this too-aſpiring Na- 
tion. During a long ſeries of Wars, the le- 
gions of the Republic had ſubdued and trium- 
phed over every, foe, and Rome became the 
miſtreſs of the world. But that moment when 
univerſal dominion; was attained, was fatal to 
the liberty of the Romans. Their Conſuls 
and Proconſuls had conquered, not for their 
Country, but for themſelves; and Rome tri- 
umphant and enſlaved by the Cæſars, too late 
lamented that the paths of conqueſt and glory 
lead only to the grave of liberty and the pub- 
lic happineſs. 
Such may be our ſate in the laſt and declin- 
ing age of the Conſtitution ;,even ſo may Bri- 
tain, undone by her victories, mourn in hope- 
leſs regret the complete extinction of her rights. 
Enervated by her luxury, debaſed by a long 
courſe of profligacy and corruption, ſhe may he 
compelled to ſubmit to that iron yoke. of Deſ- 
potiſm, for Which her vices ſeem to have pre- 
pared her, though ſhe knows not how to en- 
dure it. May a timely change of ſyſtem pre- 
vent this worſt of miſeries! May nations, as 
well as individuals, be taught by experience 
to eſtimate their intereſt. aright: may they be- 
ene juſt and mpeg in their deſires: may 
B 4 BOP 
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| po and ſplendour ceaſe to faſeinate their 


minds, and bloated grandeur, embarraffed with 
debts and ſurrounded with cares and vexations, 


with many dangers known and unknown, no 
longer be preferred to the ſolid felicity of a 
ſafe, affluent, and honourable Independence. 


But having admitted in extenuation of his 


fault, that many of his Predeceſſors ſhare with 
the preſent Miniſter the blame of having con- 


tributed to rear the fabric of Influence to its 
preſent ſtupendous height; we ſhall not he- 
ſitate to aſſert, that in ſome important reſpects 
he is incomparably more criminal than they. 
Undoubtedly that Stateſman, whoſe wiſdom ir 
is natural for him moſt to revere, mult have 
warned him with earneſtneis to ſhun the evils 
of a ſtill farther accumulation of influence in 
the Crown. To his penetrating eye the dan- 
ger was plainly viſible, long before the cloſe 


of life. His. own victorious Adminiſtration 


had increaſed it in a very . conſiderable de- 


gree; and he lived to feel the pernicious ef- 
fects of that increaſe. But with a magnanimons 


zeal for liberty, and an almoſt prophetic pre- 
ſcience of events, he diſtinctly pointed out to his 


Countrymen the approaching danger, and pre- 
ſcribed in timely Reform the means to ayert 


it, By this conduct, the moſt ſucceſsful Mi- 
niſter of Great- Britain was dignified by the 
more valuable and laſting praiſe of Philoſophic 
Patriotiſm. Thus enlightened by the precepts 
of an illuſtrious Father, the Son ſucceeded to a 
feat in the Cabiner, ſoon after the expulſion 
of North; when even the ſordid Parliament of 


that Miniſter had recently declared, that the 


immenſe 
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immenſe' . patronage muſt be 
diminiſhed. From the younger Pitt no farther 
augmentation of the Fund of Corruption was 
dreaded by the Nation. 'And'ſhortly After that 
riſe, on his exaltationtoMiniſterial ſu re Þ 
he was received by the friends of fr with 
acclamations of joy. They then fondly pre- 
ſaged, that an effe ual barrier to Liberty 
nſt the inroads of Deſpotiſm would be the 
work of his Adminiſtration: And in the early 
part of it, when the bloom of youth and virtue 
was freſh upon him, he gave his Countrymen 
the promiſe of noble deeds, which feemed to 
juſtify their partial attachment. But, blaſted 
by the poiſonous effects of power, the bloom 
quickly withered and decayed ; and every ge- 
nerous purpoſe, impreſſed by parental autho- 
r#y, and avowed 8 ap- 
5 heart, way to of ſelſiſh 
2 e of their 
Rights, the People have found him their de- 
termined Enemy. Inſtead of renovating what 
was infirm in the Conſtitution, he has impaire: 
what he found found and vigorous, Under 
His direction, the fund of influence has re- 
ceived a rapid extenſion ; the debt and taxes 
of the Public, its'eſtabliſhments, civil and mi. 
litary, have been increaſed in 4 prodigious de- 
groe, and theſe dreaded inſtruments of Def. 
potiſm are wielded by the Miniſter with a {kill 
and ability which double their force. Dex- 
terous and bold, he ſeizes every advantage; 
and makes every evem, in ſome mode, avail- 
able to his purpoſe. Nothing is ſo minute as 


to Se, en vigilanee' of His eye; ä 


\ 
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ſo vaſt; ſo difficult, or - perilous, as to intimi- 


date the daring intrepidity of his mind. Art, 


ful and ſucceſsful in, the greater operations of 
Coalition with powerful men, in the ſmaller 
appointments of office, he is equally attentive 
and exact. In the diſtribution. of hoanaurs, 
titles, ribbands, garters, though more profuſe 
than the moſt unſerupulous of his predeceſſors, 
he ſucceeds in ſupporting. the value of theſe 
baubles; and the coinage: of this inexhauſtible 
mint, however copiouſly emitted, is {till co- 
veted, {till undepreciated. How dangerous are 
his talents! How fatal is his Adminiſtration! 
How eis he changed! How is he fallen l The 
friend of the young and uncorrupted Stateſ- 
man will ever regret the nuin of a character 
which once ſeemed likely to rank with the 


brighteſt in Britiſn ſtory 3 and will pity the 


powerful mind, expoſed by too early ſucceſs, 


to be fixed by the faſpinating glare of powæx, 
and entangled irrecoverabiy in its ſerpent 


folds. But the Moraliſt and the Friend of 
Liberty muſt do more; he muſt add to his 
regret and pity, cenſure and condemnation. 
He muſt abandon the Miniſter who has aban- 
doned the virtuous principles of his youth; 


and reſiſt, with reſolution, the enemy of po- 


pular Rights, whoſe pernicious meaſures are 
now calculated to ruin that glorious cauſe which 


he before had ſworn to defend. 


We have ſeen in the preceding pages by 


what giant ſteps Deſpotiſm has advanced upon 
us in the ſhort period of a century; we have 
ſeen the maſs of influence which has been ac- 


| cumulated ſince * by our im- 


moderate 


127 
moderate purſuit of conqueſt, tertitorial ag- 
grandizement and the monopoly of commerce; 
And we have veritared” to aſſett, that the 
weight thus raſhly: thrown into tlie ſcale of 
Monarchy has given the Groun that degree of 


preponderance now, which was hardly attained 
by the proudeſt Plantagenet, in the carly pe- 


riod of the Conſtitution. It would not be dif- 
ficult to: ſſiow, that miſeries, not perhaps ex- 
actly ſimilar in their form, but equal in ex- 
tent and diſtreſs to thoſe produced in any equal 
portion of that period, have been in the laſt fix 
years the conſequence of this prepondetance. 
We ſhall not, however, attempt to enumerate 
the myriads of lives loſt in battle, or worg out 
by hardſhip, fatigue, and privations of every 
comfort far from home. We ſhall not endea- 
vour to ſketch a portrait of our domeſtic afflic- 
tions; or deſeribe the beggary in the lower or- 
ders of the People, the general impoveriſhment 
of the middle claſſes, and the diſtreſs of many, 
even of thoſe ho rank among the affluent. The 
conſequence of theſe calamities, combined with 
the decline of perhaps the greateſt part of our 
manufactures, has been a melancholy depopu- 
lation, evidenced by the unexampled number 
of empty houſes in London, Mancheſter, Bir- 
mingham, and other lately flouriſhing Towns. 
But let it be ſuppoſed; that the meaſures. now 
purſued by Miniſters for the extenſion of our 
Territory, and fatthet inereaſe of Patronage, 
have hitherto produced no effects diſtteſſing or 
oppreſſive to the Nation: Muſt not'difireſs and 
oppreſſion be the inevitable eonſequence of 2 
blind petſeverance in this ſyſtem?: Muſt — 
3 tue 


| the ruin of our Political Liberty 
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be followed 
the deſtruction of our Civil 


Rights, and the general Miſery of the Com- 
munity ? It cannot be doubted that ſo it muſt 


be. All hiſkory; ai Qcptrienct acveſts this evi} 
cluſion. 


- -Bui inſtead of inſiſting farther on ane 
2 we ſhall leave them to the Reader's 


reflections. We have ſuggeſted them merely 


with a view to lead him on with us mote rea- 


My to the inference we mean to draw; and 
though" the ingenuity of our opponents may 
cavil, and endeavour to invalidate the accuracy 
of our general fiatement in ſome inconfiderable 
particle, yet enough will remain clear and in- 
conteſtible to warrant the inference; namely, 
that it behoves us to examine what is the ſtate 
of Parliament at preſent ; and what _—_ 
acting power remains in that Aſſembly to 

fiſt this mighty accumulation of influence, — 
protect with efficacy the Rights of the Nation. 
And here we fear it will be found, that the 


| balance which appeared to be wiſely and per- 


manently ſettled at the Revolution, has been 
deranged, not only by the increaſe of weight 
in the Monarchal ſcale, but alfo by a diminu- 
tion of weight in that ſcale of the ure, 
in which, by the principles of the 
tion, a juſt counterpoiſe ought to be fed. 

Of the Houſe of Lords,.on this wv rg it 
is unneceſſary, and it might be imprudent, that 
much ſhould be ſaid. But this may be ob- 
ferved, perhaps, without offence, that in 
the weight of that Houle, though uſually moſt 
* r attrated by the Crown, is yet meant 

; to 
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to ſhift; ofcillating from this ſcale to chat; 
joining now the Monarch, now the Popular A& 
ſembly, as the intereſt of the Public may ap- 
pear to require for the ſeaſonable controul ei- 
ther of Rayal Oppreſſion, or Democratic Li- 
cence. But for a conſiderable length of time, 
the fact has not been conformable with this 
theory. In every reign fince the death of 
Anne, the Peers have been inſeparahly united 
with the Crown, During this period, when the 
controuling Power of Parliament has been in- 
terpoſed, the interpoſition has not been the 
uncourtly act of the Peers. it is true, their 
weight has been, and it may again be thrown 
into the ſcale of Oppoſition, This is, indeed, 
poſſible ; but a bare and meagre ility 
cannot reſiſt the force of ſubſtantial facts, and 
the experience of an age. There is little pro- 
bability of our being deceived by the conclu- 
fion, that the courtly complaiſance of our He- 
reditary Senate, for upwards of eighty years, 
will be continued by that Aſſembly, uatil it is 
freed by Reform from that undue influence by 
which its oſcillating power is clogged and ſtopt. 
There are among the Peers, not a few of thoſe 

who ſtand foremoſt in rank and opulence, in 
wiſdom, experience, and parliamentary talents, 
who lament with us this fatal effect. We look 
up to thaſe truly noble Patriots with gratitude 
for their paſt ſervices to our Country, with re- 
verent expectation of greater ſervices to come. 
When, with their aſſiſtance, and the conſent 
of the Crown, a juſt and temperate Reform 
ſhall have been effected by the Commons, diſ- 
content on the one hand, and ſuſpicion on the 


other , 
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other, it may be hoped, will be totally re- 
moved. The advantage of an enlightened 
Peerage balancing the ſcales of Power with a 
firm and impartial hand, between the Prince 
and the People, and ſupporting Liberty and 

Public Virtue againſt the extremes on either 
fide, by which they might be deſtroyed; will 
be univerſally felt and acknowledged. And, 
then, undoubtedly, the Conſtitution” in all its 
branches will ſecure the affectionate attach - 
ment of every virtuous Citizen ; and the ve- 
tieration now:peculiarly poſſeſſed by the Noble 
Lords alluded to, will- be juſtly 4 to that 
Aſſembly, of which their wiſe and patriotic 
conduct ae them at Once the ornament 


* id repr 5 
In the n time, it is more they probable, 
t, without the intervention of ſome-extrin- 


fic cauſe, the diſpoſition of the Houſe of Lords 
will remain more generally partial to the 
Crown, and adverſe to the popular wiſh, than 
at any former period of its inſtitution. And, 
as a Houſe: of Parliament, whatever increaſe 
of importance it may have acquired from the 
Delegation of Scotch Peers added by-the Uni- 
on with Scotland, or the immenſe creation of 
Peers in the preſent Adminiſtration; that in- 
creaſed importance will all be centered in the 
. Crown; and form with 1 it one e conſo- 
lidated maſs of Power. 

Hopeleſs of aſſiſtance — the Upper Houſe 
of Parliament, let us turn to ſurvey the ſtate 
of that Houſe Which more peculiarly. belongs 
to the People. It is obſerved by a witty Au- 
Ae, N of the „ Gentry in _ 

ern 
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dern times, that nothing could equal -theie 
anxiety to get into Parliament, but the anxiety 
of their forefathers to keep out. There is 
truth in this obſervation; and it is truth of ſe- 
rious importance. Before the reign of Charles 
the Firſt, the Engliſh Gentry often deelined 
the tendered office of a Repreſentative. ' The 
duty to be performed was troubleſome; and 
the reward. to he received was "inadequate. 
About that time, the trifling wages paid 
by the Conſtituents gradually ceaſed” to be 
taken; aud the Court began occaſionally to 
adopt the policy of gaining the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Members by Offices and Honours. 
This policy frequently proved ſucceſsful. It 

was more and more extenſively practiced, till, 
in the reign of William, the entry into Parlia- 
ment was ſought as the firſt ſtep to honourable 
ambition, or coveted, as openĩug the road to 
lucrative advantage. Hence the new anxiety 
to obtain a command in Elections, by the pur- 
chaſe of houſes in the poorer Boroughs, with 
their contiguous lands and tithes; by accumu- 
lating navigation ſhares, engrofling coal mines, 
and other means of affecting the trade and 
convenience of the inhabitants, and thus re- 
ducing them to a ſtate of dependence: Even 
in one inſtance, the purchafe of 'a ſpring of 
freſh water, materially convenient to the 
Burghers of a large town,” has been eagerly 
ſought and completed, as no contemptible ad- 
dition to power alteady great and predominant. 
With a ſimilar deſign, an aſcendant in Cor- 
porations has been ſought. In ſome caſes, a 
majority of the Corporate Body has ä 

n cure 
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| at. be choſen from among the relations 


and dependents of a powerful family. The 
majotity once obtained is eaſily increaſed, as 
Vacancies in the Corporation occur, And thus 
the, command of Parliamentary Elections is 


r ſecured in the hands of the Par 


Nen. 
Of theſe petty manceurres. the ſurvey has 


ban ſufficient. But deſpicable as. they are, 


their ſucceſs has not been inconſiderable; in 


courſe of the laſt century it bas produced | 
* . change in the — of. the 
Houle of Commons. | 


We are aware that, at the "PTA Rf ſe- 


veral of the Boroughs were mean and ipſigni- 


ficant places, utterly unfit ta retain the truſt, of 
their Parliamentary franchiſe, from their ab- 
folute incompetence to exerciſe it aright. Yet 
then, Parliament, though not ſo well com- 
as. it had been in the early ages of the 

ſtitution, was ſtill tolerably well connected 
with the Body of the Nation; and its conduct 
bad been uſually correſpondent with the ſenſe 


and intereſt of the Community. The defects ia 


the Repreſentation, undoubtedly, were then 
perceived by the more. ſagacious Friends of 
Liberty. But in the infaut ſtate of Corrup- 

tion, the practical miſchiefs reſulting "ba 


| thoſe, abuſes were not great, and no urgent 


neceſſity to correct them appeared to exiſt. It 
was wilely. reſolved, therefore, by the Con- 


ductors of the Revolution, to cloſe, as faſt as 


Poſhble, the revolutionary. ſcene. - No ſpecu- 


| lative improvements were propoſed; praftical 
—_— of the n under which FREY bad 
aQually 


a M9 coo. 
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obtained. Hence the ſingular: felicity of a Res 
volution in favour: of Liberty, which, if not 
entirely bloodleſs, was yet effected with fewer 
ſtains of blood than perhaps any fimilar event. 
By it, what was practically wrong was recti 
fied; much immediate good was accompliſhed 
with little or no mixture of evil; and a pre- 
cedent was held forth to poſterity, to be fol 
lowed n Bilar — d demand 
it. 72 SCALIA 
But Aer Gat event, che frupele with Cit | 
ruption became more and-more>arduous:fromi 
the rapidity of its growth ; and yet, from the 
effect of the miſetable manœuvtes alluded to, 
the ſtrength of its Antagoniſt was:in a ſtate of 
continuat decline. By thaſe means, the com 
mand of votes in a multitude of Boroughs has 
1 ann engroſſed by one powerful Pas 
In many other inſtances, an influence 
has: Feng obtained by two ar. three families; 
by whoſe union the Right of Frer EP | 
has been equally annihilated. In Englaud ; 
is probable, that not leſs than fifty — | 
have been thus enſlaved in the laſt age. Con 
ſequently, hot leſs than ane hundred Mem- 
bers appointed by the nomivation of one ox 
two individuals have been added to that num 
ber, Who, before the Revolution, held their 
Keats by a ſimilar appointment. And i it ap- 
pears, from the unqueſtionable authority of 
* In Yorkſhire this command has been obtained in the laſt 


in the Borou hs of Malton, 1 — — Borou 
bridge ge, and Knareſhro6jh. Ripon has probabl been euſla 


within the ſame period: ee this is not sſſerted. One rc 
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| the Petition preſented ſome years ago to 


Parliament by a moſt reſpectable Body of 
Men , that 162 perſons do now appoint a de- 
eiſive majority of the Engliſh Repreſentation. 

It is alſo to be lamented, that the Union 


with Scotland, which in other reſpects has 


been moſt beneficial to each of the United 


Nations, has, in this regard, produced a moſt | 


pernicious effect. From an accurate enume- 
ration of all the Voters in Scotland “, their 


number in 1790 appeared not to exceed 4000. 


Of theſe, many are fictitious or fraudulent 
Voters, or the Members of a ſmall and ſelf- 
elected Corporation, by whom in all the towns 


of Scotland, the Right of Election has been 


uſurped. In theſe places, not a ſingle Elec- 
tion has been left open to the People, and in 
the preſent criſis 4 the preponderance of the 
Oligarchy is thus -increaſed in the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons by the whole Repreſenta- 
tion of Scotland. So crippled is the Conſti- 
tution of Parliament, in this moſt important 
reſpect! So little community of Intereſt now 
ſubſiſts between the People and their aſſumed 


| Repreſentatives! - - . 


With regard to the duration of Parliament, 
the change which was effected in the laſt age 


was not favourable to the Freedom of the 
+ The Friends of the People, who offered proof to Parlianent 
of the facts alleged in their Petition. | | 
® See a Report by the Friends of the People on the State of the 
entation of Scoiland. 


1 It has been obſerved, that for ſome years every Repreſenta- 


tive of the Towns, Cities, and Counties of Scotland, has habi- 
tally ſupported the meaſures of the Miniſter in Parliament. Yet 


ny of the other Scotch Gentlemen arc firm and enlightened 
to Liberty, 6 e 21 rid mu} re 


People, 


r 
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People, or the purity of their Repreſentatives. 
Soon after the Revolution, a Triennial dura- 
tion was eſtabliſhed, as the moſt convenient 
period. In the Reign of George the Firſt, 
on frivolous pretexts, and in a moſt unwar- 
rantable mode, it was lengthened to a Sep- 
tennial duration. The change has evidently 
tended to facilitate the ſeduftion of the Elec- 
tive Senate, and detach it more completely 
from the intereſt of its Conſtituents. The 
ſhameful Corruption, now become ſo gene- 
rally prevalent at Elections, has alſo a ſimilar 
tendency. . Thus has the fortreſs of our ſe- 
curity been undermined in the laſt age by the 
ſubtle machinations of Fraud and Power! 
Thus has the ſanctuary of our Laws been 
thrown open, and profaned by the vileſt pol> 
lution! 

In this degraded ſtate of the Conſtitution, 
weakened as it is by internal decay, and ex- 
poſed externally to the formidable influence 
of the Crown, the Senators who have Seceded 


performed their duty with zeal. By them the 


danger of the criſis was clearly ſeen. They 
felt, that every poſſible effort ought to be ex- 
erted, 1. to augment the counteracting power 
of Parliament by Reform: 2. to prevent the ca- 
lamities of War, and thus ſtop the increaſe of 
undue Influence: 3. to ſupport the dignitx of 
the Houſe of Commons: 4. to protect the per- 
ſonal freedom of the ſubject: and 5. to main- 
tain the fundamental Law of the Land. Theſe 
were the objects of the Seceders moſt earneſt 
endeayours. And, in the courſe of their ex- 
ertions for attaining theſe ends, they em- 

| | * 2 ployed 
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ployed talents, and manifeſted; reſolution vi- 
gour, and perſeverance, hich Parhament had 
never ſeen en but . FRI fe” 
cell. bet 
To invigorate the powers of Paifamenit by | 
a temperate Reform, was the firſt meaſure 
propoſed by this ſmall, but reſpectable band 
of Patriots. In 1792, notice was given of 
their intention to move this meaſure by a 
Member, of whom Northumberland 
juſtly boaſt that he is the Savile of this age“. 
Immediately the Houſe was in confuſion, Cor- 
ruption was alarmed, and the Miniſter dropt 
his maſque. From that moment the Reformer- 
Miniſter adopted a new character and an op- 
poſite ſyſtem of Adminiſtration. A harſh Pro- 
clamation was ſpeedily iſſued. The fage and 
virtuous friends of Reformation were branded 
as Seditions Enthuſiaſts or Revolutionary 
Praitors; the Nation was declared to be in 
danger, and a general panic was excited. Af. 
ter a conſiderable inter val of time, and much 
_ deliberation, the plan for reſtoring the ancient 
purity and vigour of the Conſtitution was ten- 
dered to Parliament; it' was a wiſe and 
comprehenſive plan; it was à plan of pru- 
dence and moderation; its principle was the 
ſame which the Miniſter had before adopted, 
and irs probable effect more extenſively benefi- 
clal, and more prompt in the execution. Vet, 
though thus unexceptionable in all theſe re- 
ſpects, though introduced and fupported by 
the utmoſt powers of reaſon and eloquence, 
the Minifter did not bluſh to oppoſe the mea- 
N — Grey, Eg. 


ſure 
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ſure wWirh vehemence, nor the Houſe hefiact 


to rejoct it toith a deciſive negative. 
Baffled in their attenipt to purify and invi- 
gorate Parliamenr, was the hand af Patriott 
more ſutcuſsful in their endeavburs to ſtop 
the progreſſive increaſe of the fund of Cor 
ruptton, and prevent hoſtilities againſt the 
French Republic ? No. Wen tlie Reraimers 
of the Oligarrhy deblaimed with fory againſt 
the Democratic: Government of France, the 
Miniſter, ſtrong in his new alliance with 
them, joined in their ery for: War. The 


friends of Peace and Liberty urged whatever 


arguments humanity or policy could ſuggeſt 
to calm the paſſions! of an enraged Senate, 
and avert the uplifted ſcourge. They depre- 

cated that alternative of Deſpotiſm or Anar- 
chy to which the proſecution of even a proſ- 
perous War would unavoidably expoſe us; 
they deprecated a War of punctilio, pride, or 
paſſion, and wiſely recommended an aſſiduous 
cultivation of the arts of Peace, and a ſteady 
attention to the improvement of our finances, 
till ſome great intereſt of our Country could 
only be preſerved by hoſtilities. But they 
urged, they deprecated, and they adviſed in 
vain; Punctilio, pride, and paſſion prevailed 
againſt the plaineſt reaſon, and tlie wiſhes and 


intereſt of a few individuals outweighed: in 
the Senate the wiſh and intereſt of the Com- 
munity. To ave 
fated Louis, to defend ſor.iat order, morality, 
and religion, to reſent tae obnoxious but re- 
ſcinded decree of Nov. 19, 1792, to reſcue Hol- 
bs cms og ow e Welte eloſe the 


e the execution of the ill- 


* Jy? Naviga- 
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Navigation of the Scheldt, though not com- 
plained of, were among the moſt prominent 


pretexts for War. But their texture was too 
flimzy to hide the real motives, viz. the deſire 
to depreſs the ſpirit of Liberty in England; 
to ſecure the uſurped Power of the Oligar- 
chy; and to aggrandize the Power of the 


Crown. The means for attaining theſe ends 


were to be found in War alone; and in a 
frenzy of rage it was commenced. Hence 
the peremptory rejection of every ſubſequent 
motion for reſtoring Peace, whether defeat 


or victory attended the Allied Armies. Ia 


either caſe, pretences were ſtill at hand to 
juſtify the Miniſter's refuſal to negotlate; and 


a willing Houſe admitted them without much 


examination, and almoſt without deigning to 
liſten to his Opponents. When Belgium was 
recovered by the efforts of the Combined 
Army, and that of France was driven behind 
their own frontiers, Parliament was urged in 
vain to ſeize that favourable moment to treat, 
when every obje& that could rationally be 
wiſhed from War, might be obtained by 
Peace. Tbe propoſal, in the judgment of 
Miniſters, was moſt ridiculous: France now 
might be diſmembered; our army might 
march to Paris; the Republican Govern- 


ment might be over-turned; and the glorious 


opportunity to cripple France and reſtore 


her Monarchy was not to be loſt.  Rouzed 
. by theſe menaces and this imminent danger, 


France ſaw that ſhe could be ſaved by Union 


alone. Diſmiſling political animoſities, French- 


men of all deſcriptions took up arms to ſup- 


; port the exiſting Government, and repel the 


invading 


r 

javading foe. The efforts of that great armed 
Nation were irreſiſtible; they drove the com- 
bined troops beyond the frontiers, firſt of 
France, then of Belgium. Vet ſuch was the 
embarraſſment of the new Government of 
France, and ſo mighty did the force of the 
Confederacy ſtill appear, that even then a 
Peace, nearly reſtoring Europe to its original 
poſture, might probably have been obtained. 
Our Patriots wiſely propoſed and preſſed it, 
but they propoſed and preſſed it without ſuc- 
ceſs. In the opinion of the Miniſter and the 
Houſe, the moment of defeat was not the 
time for negotiation. At length, peace, or a 
ceſſation of arms, became general throughout 
the Continent of Europe“. The queſtion ſo 
often aſked with an air of triumph, Whom 
are we to treat with? was now become too 
ridiculous to be aſked again. Twice the Mi- 
niſter negotiated for Peace, and twice he failed 
to procure it. The firſt of theſe negotiations 
was merely a fine-ſpun. web of diplomatic 
| chicane and inſincerity; the ſecond has, in 
ſome degree, unravelled the ſecret of the Ca- 
binet, and taught us for what we are doomed 
ſtill to contend. Perpetual War, or the Ceſ- 
fion of Ceylon and the Cape ! Is this the al- 
ternative? Humanity ſickens at the ſound; 
and every friend of rational Liberty ſhudders 
at our approaching fate. But argument and 
admonition, reaſon and eloquence are loſt up- 
on the Senate, In this fatal ſtruggle they 
plunge on, -- regardleſs of our 

„ Portugal was ion, but too 
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C4 |. finances, 
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flnances, and eee ſol. the Conti 
tution. 31 Wa 
_ 16 Defeated, in their. farts: to prevent or 
ſnorten the calamities of - War, were theſe 
worthy Senators ſucceſsful in their endeavours wy 
to ſupport the dignity of the Houſe, and the 
Law of the Land? No. When they charged 
the Miniſter with a breach of bis. duty to that 
Houſe, as guardian of the purſe of the Nation; 
by having paid an immenſe ſubſidy to tlie 
Emperor without the conſent or 2 | 
of Parliament, even during a Seſſion, the 
charge was heard without emotion by tlie 
Houſe; the Miniſter avowed the fact, and his 
reſolution; to act in a ſimilar manner again, 
when he might judge it proper. His contempt 
of the Right of the I iouſe was over. locked 
and his avowal, inſtead of aggravating his 
fault, in the judgment of the Houle, was _ 
Gepten as his juſtification, «14/111 | 
When they charged him with a — of 
the Appropriation Law, he n the er 

and the Houſe acquieſced. by 

To ſtifle the cries of — mind 

diſcontent, more rigorous Laws. were pro- 
poſed, affecting the Perſonal Liberty of the 
Subject, and even abridging the Right of Pe- 
tition, which had been tranſmitted down to 
us from the earlieſt times, and aſſerted in the 
modern Charter of our Liberties. The vene- 
rable antiquity, of our Right was. diſregarded, 
the ſacrednefs of a compact, by which the 
Monarch's title to his Crown, and the People's 
Right to their Freedom was thought to be 
n ſecured, 1 was infringed, and the B1LL 
{M4 * 


%, 


Son of Chatham. In vain the Friends of he 


(.) 
os Ryq irs. was rndely trampled on hy the 


People iaterpboſed with active and indefatio 
gable: zeal, and the cleareft ſuperiority of ar- 
gument to protect Perſonal Freedom, aud 


maintain the fundamental LAW OF Tus 


LAND. By the influence of the Miniſter, the 
fatal Bills were paſſed and Perſonal Freedom 
was expoſed to new dangers from legal chi- 
cane; che violation of the BNL Or Riehrs 
completed the ruin of his character, and every 
virtuous breaſt throbbed with alarm for dar 

titutional Liberty. e iti * 
uch were the principal — in 
the.ftate and conduct of Parliament and the 
Nation, Whieh in our opinion formed that 
caſe of neceſſity in which an Appeal to the 
Public by Secediuꝑ from Parliament was juſti- 
fiahle, and even highly meritorious., And here 
the deciſion of this queſtion may be conſi- 
dently left to our Readers on this ſtatement 
of the cafe, | But foreſeeing ſome. objections, 
Poirited rather againſt the Seceders than their 
deceſſion, which may occur to perſons of dif- 
ferent. political elaſſes, we defer the conclu- 
ſion of oun paper for a fe moments; to ſtate 
the objedtions, and offer to each a brief, and, 
we tiuſt, a ſatisfactory repflixx. 
1 Þhereare, among the eager opponents 
of Miniſters, many who admit, that no uſeful 
imprefſivh on the. mind oß Parliament was to 
be expected from any efforts of eloquence, 
however power ful. I he audience, whoſe ears 
are ſtopt like the deaf adder, cannot be moved 
ww _ Qrator's | * charm he me: 
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fo wiſely. Yet why ſhould. the Senator de- 
ſpair to rouze-and animate the People, by the 
vigour of thoſe exertions in Parliament to 
which that Aſſembly might refuſe to attend * 
Why ſuffer the Publie to remain ſo long ſu- 
pine and inactive, and leave their zeal to be 
at laſt worked up to active oppoſition by the 
flow, though certain effect of Time? Beeauſe, 
if the energy of eloquenee ſhould ſtimulate 
their diſcontent, the pretext for freſh inva« 
ſions of Liberty would be afforded ; and thus 
a Revolution would be effected, or would be- 
come unavoidable. Seceſſion ſhuns that dan- 
ger with a caution ſuited to the times. It is 
a continued Proteſt againſt the meaſures of 
Miniſters, yet without popular ſtimulation, 
It is exactly that fort of Appeal which warns 
the upper elaſſes, without inflaming the lower. 
And when the illuſions of panic in the higher 
orders have been more completely removed 
by the patience of the inferior claſſes, under 
great and oppreſſive burthens, the Rich will 
fee with horror that debaſing RurN which 
their infatuation has ſuffered ſo nearly to ap- 
proach: "They will fly for ſafety to the re- 
maining fences of the Conſtitution; and 
their confidence will then be repoſed, where 
it is juſily due, in thoſe Seceded Stateſmen, 

whole 'counter-revolutionary meaſures the 
at preſent ſo groſsly miſunderſtand. ' 
2. But here the Advocates of Miniſters, 
anxious to bring forward the diſcuſſion of an 
injurious perſonality, will, perhaps, admit 
that the Seceſlion may be, what ir is here re- 
preſeuted, a meaſure tending rather to * 
; an 
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than to promote a Revolution. Let this be 
conceded for a moment, they will exclaĩim; 
and let us turn to the confideration of ano—- 
ther point of leſs difficult determination, and 
too important to be overlooked. We aſſert, 
and the arguments of this paper appear to 
confirm the aſſertion, that the Seceders are 
no friends to the grandeur and glory of their 
Country.“ Our reply is, that they are the 
trueſt friends to the grandeur and ultimate 
ſafety of Britain, not who endeavour to de- 
preſs and extinguiſh; but who cheriſh and 
protect that ſoirit of Liberty, without which 
ſhe never could have attained her preſent pre- 
eminence : not they who purſue, by hoſtilities, 
the farther acquiſition! of diſtant ſettlements, 
madly defying National Bankruptcy and Con- 
fuſion, but they who warn their Countrymen 
to forbear that extenſion of their territory 
which ſoon may, and ultimately muſt, prove 
the ruin of their Liberty; and to ſeek the 
ulterior wealth, proſperity, and ſplendour of 
the BRITISH EMPIRE in the peaceful exten - 
ſion of our Trade; in the improved cultiva- 
tion of our Domain; in the diminution of 
our load of Debts and Taxes; in the milder 
and more equitable ſpirit of our Laws; and 
in thoſe meaſures of Conſtitutional Reform 
which would reſtore morals and public ſpirit 
to the PEOPLE, and its ancient virtue and vi- 
gour to the PArLiamenT of Great-Britain. 
Such are the objects contended for by the Se- 
ceders; and on the fate of their eudeavours, 
the Peace, the e ee and the rope 
091 our Country depend. ate 


Since 
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Since the} rupture of the Negotiation vat 
Liſle, we have ſtruggled: with the enemy 
through one bloody defenſive campaign; and 
we have ſtruggled with ſuoceſa. The Rebel 
hon fomented hy France, in Ireland, has been 
fapprefled ; her troops landed in that unhappy. 
Country have been captured; her: arma- 
ments from Breſt and Dunkirk haves. been 
defeated or diſperſed; and her Toulon Fleer, 
has been deftroyed. "Enough has been done 
to manifeſt the great defenſive power of 
Britaiti, and her reſulutiom net for a moment 
to liſten to any ignominĩous condition of Peace, 
or ſuffer the dignity of her IwberenDEnce - 
to be in the ſmalleſt degree impaired. No- 
thing humiliating, nothing degrading can be 
endured in thought by this high ſpirited and 
powerful Nation; and, leaſt of all; by that 
part of it who are the ſtrenuous Friends of 
Public Liberty. But farther acquiſitions of 
territory are neither eſſentlal to our honour, 
nor conducivè to our ſafety. The dignlty of 
our INDEPENDENCE: may be nobly Main- 
rained without them. The objects contended 
for were the poſſeſſions of our late unfortu- 
nate Allies. Their total value is not equal 
to the expence of two months hoſtilitiet. 
were it greater; to cede them to Holland 
would be an lact of policy and true maghatii- 
mity. It would give Peace to Britainz and 
confirm the repoſe: of: Europe. It would he 
to act with that moderation which France 
falſely profeſſed; and to coneiliate, by our 
wiſer and more benevolent conduct, che eſteem 

of mankind. The opportunity is before — 
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We may with dignity and honour make the 
offer to negotiate again. We are ſecured by 
our victories from the fear of Itwaſion; and 
no unworthy motive can now be imputed to 
us. The cruel policy of Miniſters would 
light the flames of War anew throughout 
Europe; and failing in that project, they 
would continue hoſtilities ſingly againſt 
France, in the mad ſtruggle for an uſeleſs 
and dangerous extenſion of owr Empire“. 
That they will receive à check in this deſpe- 
rate career, from the wiſdom of our Repre- 
ſentatives, is too much to be hoped. It is 
only from the wiſdom and virtue of the Col- 
lective Body, conſtitutionally exerted, that we 
can juſtly expect delveraneGGGG. 
3. Repulſed in this attempt to injure our 
Seceded Stateſmen, the partizans of the Mi- 
niſter, doubtleſs, will rene y their attack ins 
different direction. They will endeavour to 
repreſent them As Men, who, in their ea- 
gerneſs for Peace, abandon the balance of 
Europe; who are willing to hazard nothing 
to emancipate Holland and Switzerland, or to 
wreſt Belgium and Weſtern Germany out of 
the hands of the French. They are no ene- 
mies to the aggrandizement of the Republic 
of France; their zeal for the welfare of their 
Country is queſtionable, and they are not en- 

NN - a MUSH 
Ln Medway: joke in A bf _ bao be 99 . 
tiey. The Cape of Good Hope cannot ſupport its Garriſon, It 
has been ſupplied with neceſſaries from 2 Vet this We 

or ill-cultivated ſpot has a. Governor with a ſalary, as it is ſajd, 
1 2,000]. al. year. Ceylon alfo has -a Governor with a ſuitable ſa- 
| hay, and 3 Civil and Malieary b. wenne , 0d dame 
other ſmaller Iſlands might here be mentioned. 1 
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titled to the confidence. of the Public,” The 
emancipation. of Switzerland; Weſtern. Ger- 
manp, and the Netherlands! Are theſe the ab- 
s for which we muſt engage iu a new Con- 
tinental War? Is this the ſcheme of wiſe and 
meaſured policy, which every good Citizen 
muſt approve and adopt ? Are then the events 
of the late War upon the Continent ſor ſoon 
forgotten? Are the cautious maxims of the 
Court of Pruſſia fo little underſtood ? Can we 
ſuppoſe that wary Court willing to abandon 
France, her only ſtay and ſupport againſt the 
a 3+ power of Ruſſia and Auſtria? Can 
bſidies tempt that wiſe Cabinet to 

- forego the certain advantage of ſharing in the 
ſecularizations of Germany without the riſque 
of hoſtilities, and to enter into the new Cru- 
fade againſt her Ally? For what? That the 
Stadtholder and the Dutch and Helvetic Ari» 
ſtocracies may be re-eſtabliſhed, that the petty 
Princes of Weſtern Germany may be reſtored 
to their eſtates; and that Italy may furniſh to 


Auſtria a freſh addition to her immenſe Do- 


main. Can changes ſo trifling or ſo dangerous 
to the intereſt of Pruſſia induce her Cabinet to 
alter their cautious policy? If this be inconceiv · 
able, what conſequences but miſcarriage and 
ruin can reſult from, the new-projeced Co- 
alition of Kings and Emperors, acting without 
Pruſſia againſt France? Perhaps againſt France 
aſſiſted by that Power? Under theſe circum- _ 
ſtances it is manifeſt that the renewal of hoſ: 
tilities upon the Continent would be attended 
with extreme danger to Auſtria, Hence it 
may be n that without the concur- 


_ rence 
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rence of Pruſſia, War will not be recom- 
menced by the new Confederacy of Mo- 
narchs ; and the rage and animoſity, of Bri- 
tain will only ſerve to aggrandize Auſtria, by 
enabling her to inhance the terms of her pa- 
cification with France. to a7 

But the. greateſt raſhneſs, the utmoſt iu- 
juſtice, are always poſſible to human folly. 
And War is not ſure to be avoided by the two 
great German Powers, merely becauſe. Peace 
is the evident intereſt of one, perhaps'of both. 
Pruſſia, tempted by the gold of Britain, may 
renounce her cautious policy, and, adopting 
the deſperate ſchemes of the Britiſh Cabiner, 
may enter once more with her old and 
dreaded Rival into the league againſt France. 


e Siace this paſſage was written, it has been announced, that 
the troops of France have been aftacked within the limits of the 
Roman Kepublic by the army of Naples : In conſequence of this 
- aggreflion,, and the alleged. diſcovery of intrigues carried on be- 
tween the Courts of Naples and Turin, War has been declared 
againſt both thoſe Powers by the French Nireory]: the Neapo- 
htan Army has been defeated by that of France; and the formal 

tion of the King of Sardinia has been effected. It is impeſ- 

not to feel compaſſion for this — Monarch, ftript of 
all his Continental Dominions, and fled for refuge to that I 
an Exile, rather than a King. But his misfortune ought not to 
be imputed to the recent cabals and projects of our Cabinet: He 
was in effect dethroned, when he admitted a French Garriſon into 
the Citadel of Turin. Whether the raſh and premature move - 
ment of the Monarch of —_—_ will tend to promote or prevent 
the renewal of a Continental War, whether theſe events will ene e 
intimidate or provoke the Emperor, a few weeks will 

„Ia the mean time, it behoves the Auſtrian Cabinet to con- 
fider — > and enthuſiaſm manifeſted by the French Go- 
vernment ; the ſkill and vigour diſplayed by their Armies and Ge- 
nerals on this occaſion ; and above all, the ready diſpoſition of 
the People and Army of Piedmont, to adopt à Democratic Go- 
vernment, and to unite with the French. are circumſtances 


which ſeem to confirm the reaſoning above. 1 
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Sueh"may be the reſult of the pending Nego« 
tiation at Berlin . Vet, even in this caſe; 
we muſt not too haſtily anticipate our tri- 

umphs, or expect wih confidence the diſ- 

memberment of France. It will be more 

rational, perhaps, to ode the future by the 
a 


paſt; and from the total defeat of the firſt 
- Confederacy, to I 4 wu ROI Rn | 

| of the ſecond: 

Iavaded by the Grun — 2 the | 
Combined Armies of Turkey, Ruſſia, Naples, 
and Britain, France will be ſupported b 
Spain, and the Democracies of Holland, 
Switzerland, and Italy. Again her mighty 
force will be excited by che approach of im- 
minent danger; and her revolationary en- 
thuſiaſm will be again wound up to a pitch 
of fury, from which the Combined Monarchs 
will have every thing to fear. In number 
their forces may ſurpaſs, and in valour; diſ- 
cipline, and {kill equal the Armies of F. rance 
and her Allies. I heir mutual fears and jea- 
louſies may, for a time, be abſorbed in one 
common deſire to humble this proud Repub- 
lic, and reduce her within the ancient fron- 
tier of France. For this purpoſe, on opening 
the campaign, their efforts may be directed 
with vigour and unanimity on ane compre/ 
| henſive and well-concetted plan. On their 


firſt onſet, at every point of attack, 
may attend their armies. But ſoon, or a 


'* The Hon. T. Grenville was the Negotintst ſent ; but, An. 
to entet the frozen rivers and harbours of b fd he has returned 
to England, after a fruitleſs and futiguing voyage. The friends 
of humanity, and the well-wiſhers of England, to bave little 


reaſ; to lament the diſappointment. : 
= | little 


(49) 
little later, this flow of proſperity will be ſtopt, 
and the tide of War will turn in favour of the 
Republic. New ſituations will open to the 
Allies new proſpects of per ſonaſ advantage or 
danger; the general intereſt of the league 
will be poſtponed by each of the Allied Powers, 
to his own ſeparate and individual intereſt; 
new competitions, will ariſe; old, jealouſies 
and animoſities will be reyived; the efforts of 
ſome of the Combined Monarchs, will be re- 
laxed the exertions of others will he diverted 
by private views to the purſuit of ohjects little 
important tothe General Cauſe. The preſ- 
ſure upon France, by this great Confederacy, 
will be thus conſtantly weakened; while her 
elaſtic power to reſiſt, and finally repel their 
compreſſing weight, will be continually in- 
creaſed by her ardour, and the zeal of her Ne+ 
mocratic dependencies; defeat will call forth 
greater and more inceflant exertions in the 
common cauſe of ſelf-preſervation; ſucceſs 
will add the incentives of glory, revenge, and | 
conqueſt; and, mixing them with their paſ- | 
ſion for Liberty and National Defence, exalt, 
once more the heroiſm of the Republican 
Armies to the higheſt pitch. 'T be tacties and 
the cool mechanical valour of the Monarchal 
Troops will again be ſurpaſſed by the united 
Mill and enthuſiaſm of their Republican Anta- 
goniſts. Checked in the firſt campaign, or 
routed in the ſecond, the German and Italian 
Princes will be alarmed once more with the 
irruption of French Armies. The flood- gates 
will thus be thrown open afreſh to the revo- 
lutionary torrent. The oppreſſed n 
| 5 | 
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ſpect. 


; 
| 
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and Peafants of Germany and Italy will be 
Hurried by it into violent commorions ; the 


Petty Deſpots of * Suabia, Franconia, Weſt- 


Phalia, and Tuſcany will be ſwept off firſt to 
ruin; the greater Deſpot of Naples will fol- 
low them; and neither Berlin nor Vienna 
will ſafe. Such, in all human probability, 
will be the unhappy conſequences of the firſt 
two campaigns of this new Continental War, 


fo vehemently prefſed by the Britiſh Cabinet. 


The more fatal conſequences which ulti- 
mately may reſult from a farther proſecution 


of it, are too painful to be here ſurveyed. 


As Men friendly to the gradual and peaceful 
improvement of our ſpecies, we deprecate 
them from the bottom of our hearts, and wil- 
lingly avert our eyes from the diſtreſſing pro- 


But ſhould the moſt favourable events oc- 
cur, which in this War can be ſuppoſed with 


any appearance of reaſon, what advantage can 


Britain expect? Let it be imagined, in con- 
tradiction to experience, that France will be 


unable to maintain her poſition, and defend 


her own frontiers, and thoſe of the new De- 


mocratic Republics. Preſſed by the Armies 
of Pruffia and England on the ſide of the Ne- 
therlands, and by thoſe of Auſtria, Ruſſia, &c. 
on the Rhine and in Italy, ſhe mult reſolve, 


* The order of events, here ſuppoſed, een | 
by tbe raſhneſs of the Neapolitan — ay probe —— march 


to Rome has been ſucceeded by a more rapid match back to his 
own territories. Routed and purſued by the Republicans, he feels 
his Crown tottering on his head, and y turns his eyes to the 


_ Engliſh fleet for a ſafe convoy to his Iſland of . Bot the 
3 prouncde wich unaltered force, by 
| either 
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either to abandon her recent acquiſitions in 
the Netherlands and Weſtern Germany, to- 
gether with the Dutch and Swiſs Democracies, 
or give up the Italian Republics in whole, or 
in part, Keduced to this alternative, and it 


is the utmoſt which can rationally be hoped, - 


which ſide of it will probably be the choice 
of the French Directory? Doubtleſs, the pre- 
ſervation of their frontier on the Rhine, and 
the maintenance of the Republics of Holland 
and Switzerland will be the primary obje& of 
their policy; and the defence of the Italian 


Republics will be deemed a conſideration of 


ſecondary and far inferior importance. At 


any ſuppoſable point of adverſity, the Direc- 


tory will hold in their hands the means of de- 
liverance. In any poſſible conjuncture, they 
will be able to detach the German Powers 
from the league by ceding Mantua, Milan, 
Bologna, Genoa, and even Rome to the Em- 
peror's ambition, and agreeing that a ſuitable 
compenſation to his Brother Monarch of 
Pruſſia may be annexed to his Dominions in 
Lower Saxony and Weſtphalia, Under ſuch 
circumſtances it ſeems a romantic hope, that 
any efforts of Britain can ever reſtore the Oli- 


garchies of Switzerland, and the Stadthold- 


erate of Holland, or wreſt Belgium and Weſt- 
ern Germany out of the hands of France. It 
is poſſible, that ſhe may be forced to make 
ſome ſacrifices, and the two great German 
Powers may acquire the aggrandizement al- 
luded to. But never muſt we look for thoſe 
ceſſions in the Dutch and Belgic Netherlands, 
| Dy 4 which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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which alone would form to Britain a confider- 
able object of national advantage. We 
By the treaty of Campo Formio, the ex- 
tenſion of her frontier to the Rhine was aſcer- 
tained to France; and that extenſion has been 
admitted by the German Empire, as the 
principle of the ſubſequent Negoriatjon at 
Raſtadt. This formidable aggrandizement 
of our ancient Rival may juſtly be regretted ; 
but when the German Powers themſelves 
have acceded to it, it were wiſe for Britain 
alſo to acquieſce. The difficulties which have 
retarded the Definitive Peace at Raſtadt, have 
related ſolely, or chiefly, to the propoſed ſe- 
cularizations. Reſpecting theſe changes, the 
intereſts of the Empire may ſafely be truſted, 
with the Princes of Germany, who are now 
ſettling with France the necefſiry compenſa- 
tions. However mortifying her interference 
may be to the Britiſh Cabinet, ir cannot be a 
valid reaſon for a new Continental War“. 
The renewal of a General War upon the 
Continent, on this ground, cannot be too 
deeply deprecated. It would be an act of 
more dire temerity than its commencement 
before; and the worſt of evils, in every di- 
rection, may be its fatal conſequence. *. 
The futility of the Minitter's warlike pro- 
* This has been avowed by Lord Grenville s one geaſon for 
another Continental War. In the debate in the Houſe of Lords on 
the King's Speech at the opening of this deſſion, ſee the reply of 
Lord Grenville to a wiſe and humane Speech by the Marquis of 
Lanſdowne in tavour of Peace. Untortunately, however, the Na- 
tion ſeems as little to underſtand the wiſdom of Lord Lanſdowne s 


. pacitic policy, as it appears to feel the generofity of Mr. Fox's 
conduct, in ſupporting the principles ot Conſtitutional Libetty. 


* jects, 


— 
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jects, and the emptineſs of his pompous 
phraſes, have been already detected. Let not 
the propoſal of a new War for the DRI 
VERANCE Or EUROPE delude the good ſenſe 
of the Engliſh Nation. Without our inauſ- 
picious interference, Europe will be ſafe; 
and without our fooliſh obſtinacy to retain 
the conquered ſettlements of Spain and Hol- 
land, the hazards of internal Revolution will 
be removed by a general Peace, and Britain. ; 
neither endangered nor diſhonoured, will again 
enjoy the bleſſings of repoſe, and a mild Go- 
vernment ſecured by a timely, juſt, and tem= 

rate Reformation of Parliament. 

Upon the whole, then, we aſk, who have 
proved themſelves the moſt judicious Adver- 
faries of French aggrandizement? They who 
foreſaw and predicted, that the Confederacy. 
of Kings againſt the Republic of France would 
prove an abortive enterprize; who with a 
wiſe caution adviſed - Miniſters to ſhun or 
thorten a conflict that might lead to ruin; 
who warned them that it would be perilous 
in the extreme to grapple with France, when 
the fervor of revolutionary enthuſiaſm gave 
her in ſome fort a præternatural power, 
which might produce incalculable effects; and 
that from the deſperate frenzy into Which 
they were preparing to goad her, conqueſt 
and crime might equally reſult; but were 
her ardour ſuffered to cool by Peace, in- 
ſtead of planning conqueſts abroad, the ut- 
molt exertions of her {kill would be employed 
for a ſeries of years in repairing her internal 
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damage fron the ſtorm of the Revolution, 
and ſettling on a ſeeure foundation the diſor- 
dered intereſts of the Republicz or they who, 
rejefting theſe ſage admonitions, raſhly 
plunged into the War, predicting it would 
be a ſhoyt one, and its iſſue fortunate for this 
Country: Who beſt deſerve the confidence 
of the Public ? They wha by their ill · planned 
and ill- eonducted hoſtilities upon the Conti- 
nent have actually aggrandized the French 
Republic; and yet, with a ſtrange obſtinacy 
would attempt to retrieve what their impo- 
liey has thrown into the graſp of France, by 
repeating -an experiment already found ſo un- 
fortunate; or they who have always adviſed 
pacific meaſures, and now, more than ever, 
recommend them; whole plan for ſupporting 
the grandeur of Britain is deep and compre- 
benſive; not formed on ſuperficial views, or 
for the narrow purpoſes of ſelfiſn ambition; 
but calculated on the ſure grounds of expe- 
rience to ſecure the laſting proſperity of the 
Empire; whoſe wiſdom would immediately 
terminate this diſaſtrous War, if Peace on 
fafe and equitable terms were found to be at- 
tainable; but if ſueh terms, on a freſh over- 
ture, could not be attained, whoſe liberal po- 
licy, by reſtoring the true principles of the 
Conſtitution, and introdueing an Adminiſtra- 
tion at once firm and popular, vigorous and 
economical, would enable this free, and by 
them, United Nation, now, and in the aces 
TO COME, to maintain her IN DEPENDENCE 
' with a lofty hand, and ſucceſsfully to reſiſt the 
| 5 | Power 
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power of France, however formidably aug- 
mented by the raſhneſs and obſtinacy: of the 
preſent Adminiſtration. 

4. But aſhamed of their ibis en 
our Opponents reſort to a new cavil. Why, 
they aſk, do Senators Secede, or private Men 
complain that Liberty is in danger, hen the 
Miniſter, by conſenting to the re-eltabliſh- 
ment of Juries in their ancient Right, bas 
given an ample additional ſecurity to the Peo- 
ple, and proved that his Adminiſtration is not 
unfriendly to Liberty? To this we answer, 


that if Parliament be once ſolt tu the Pub. 


lie by its ſervite-ſubjeRtion to the Cabinet, no 
Civil Right will be ſafe for a ſingle Seffion ; 

every protecting privilege may be voted away 
with as much facility as the Habeas C 
Law has been ſuſpended. What:che:Miniſte 
has conferred, the Miniſter, at his pleaſure, 
may reſume. Privileges, precarioufly held by 
Juries, cannot leſſen the neceſſity to Secedę: 


y may increaſe the eflicacy.of popular - 


ter ference f they cannot render Seceſſion, with 

a view to obtain it, improper or unſeaſonable. 

In a eriſis of great danger, and in a ſtate of 

Parliament which is utter ly hopeleſs without 

the lawful interpoſition of the People, Secoſ- 
ſion then, and not till then, becomes an 12 
of duty to the Public. | 

But here we readily acknowledge the . 


portance of the regulation alluded to. With 
the reſt of the Miniſter's ſyſtem it appears in- 


compatible. But it is not our. buſineſs to ex- 


Plain his inconſiſtencies; neither is it our wiſh 
PT Woah 
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| 40: depuetiate what he has done wall. We 
_ willingly:commend: this honceſſion; and we 


admit, that, from a long ſeties of acts which | 
.indiſputably evince his guilt, one benchcial 
meaſure, in which he concurred, may be ſe- 
lected. For while the Miniſter's ſhare of 
praiſe for this meaſure is allowed him, it mult 
not be forgotten that the reſtoration off the 
Night of Juries is principally ro be aſer ibed to 
two Senators, the foremoſt of his Opponents. 
The firſt a Man * born to unite accompliſh- 
ments and virtues ſeemingly oppoſite q Who 
joins to the ſofteſt philanthropy, the firmneſs 
and vigour of a philoſophie mind; and, to the 
wiſdom of an experienced Stateſman, adds the 
eloquence of a Demoſthenes, and che zeal of 
a Patriot in the cauſe of Liberty; and linked 
in friendſhip! with him, that intrepid Man f, 
. who firſt combated the prejudices of the Bar 
and the Bench, before he attempted to con- 
quer thoſe of the Senate; whoſe: paſſion, for 
Liberty is the natural-glow of a mind at once 
ardent and benevolent z . whoſe. eloquence and 
learning fit him to plead the cauſe of his 


Country; who treads with: firm add rapid 
3ſeps that Honourable, courſe ors On. 


trod before him. 

5. The laſt objeian which. "A ſhall beg 
hs to ſtate relates to ourſelves. It may be 
ſaid, that we ſtand ſelf. contradicted, and our 
invidious allegation of the peril and tyranny 
ar the times is confuted by the freedom we 


bay . The Honourable C. J. Fon. | N or 


+ The Hononrable f. Erſkine, 
have 


have not feared to uſe in this diſcuſſion, To - 
this obſervation our anſwer ſhall be brief. 
What we have written Has been the reſult of 
our cofviction that the Coumtry is in danger; 
and that fafety can only be found in thoſe 
meaſures to which the Seceſſion we have thus 
freely vindicated is a cotitinnal” exhortarion. - 
In Rating our ſentiments to the Public) With 
all the force of argument which our feeble 
powers would permit, we have but complied ' 
with the dictates of duty. We truſt that we 
have fallen into no indecency of expreſſion ; 
we are well afſured, that we have not ex- 
ceeded the bounds of legality. That there 
may be danger. in this, conduct, we are 
aware. We not to magnify, but we 
are prepared to meet it. We have not for- 
you that the Cabinet poſſeſs the unlimited 
ower of IMPRISONMENT. Aged as we are, 
and bowed with infirmities, we are ill able to 
ſuſtain the Rav 8 thoſe hardſhips, which 
a rigorous exercile of that power might poſ- 
ſibly inflict. Perhaps che Ge are 10 
candid, or too politic, thus to oppreſs inno- 
cent Men. Whether Mr. Pitt be capable of 
acting with ſo much rancour and malignity, 
we know not. We hope that he is not. But 
{till the abuſe of unlimited power is poſſible. 
The Cabinet of Charles the Firſt oppreſſed 
the virtuous Elliot, whoſe only fault was the 
honeſt performance of his duty, Guilty of 
no breach of Law, he periſhed by the worſt 
of deaths, the flow torture of a diffolution, 
effected by the hardſhips of a priſon. But 


the 
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che ſear of poſlible, oppreſſion will not juli, 
the non- performance of gur duty to the Puh; 
lic. We traſt to the PROTECTION or PHE 
Law. But if Law ſhould: be unable to pro- 
tect, if the fate f the generous Elliot ſhould 
await; us, may e meet it with his unſhaken 
fortitpde! May the, ſmile of , Approvano 
Hzavsx,conſole and cheer us to the laſt! 
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